
We are delighted to restart the Annagram to share all the news from 

St. Anna’s Episcopal Church! We would love to hear from you! If  you have

an article, idea, event, or volunteer opportunity, please let us know at

communications@stannanola.org.
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A Visit to Angola

by: Peter Hagan

On the first Tuesday of every month, I gas up the car, give myself lunch at

the Hi-Hat, and pick up David Duplantier, the Dean of Christ Church

Cathedral, and Hampton Carver, longtime member of St. Andrew’s

Episcopal Church on Carrollton Avenue. We drive up I-10 past Baton

Rouge. Shortly after we pass St. Francisville, a left turn takes us down a long

dead-end country road, and we are at our destination: the Louisiana State

Penitentiary at Angola. 

We meet other men and women who have traveled from New Orleans, and

Kenner, and Metairie, and Natchitoches, and St. Francisville. We pray as a

group outside the gates and then spend perhaps an hour going through the

security process to get in. We’re always aware that Death Row is just past the

gates, to the right. Once we’re cleared we drive perhaps a mile down a

beautifully landscaped road, often with freshly planted seasonal flowers.

Cattle graze in the fields. 
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But  rea l i ty  soon se ts  in  as  Main  Pr i son ,  sur rounded by

barbed wire  and watchtowers,  comes  into  v iew.  Some of  us

wi l l  cont inue  on to  Camp C and Camp D,  pr i son far m

outposts.  The long-shut tered Camp J  (c losed because

condi t ions  were  too bad ,  even for  Ang ola )  i s  l i t  up ;  ICE

deta inees  are  now housed there.

Once we ’ve  ar r ived a t  our  des t inat ions,  we g o through

secur i ty  ag a in ,  and then head for  the  chape l .  There  anywhere

from 10 to  40  men wi l l  a t tend Mass  wi th  us.  Many are  o ld ,

and some are  i l l  and d isab led .  Some have  been there  30  years

or  more.  We don’t  know why they  are  there,  and we don’t

ask .  Some are  sure ly  innocent ,  some are  sure ly  gu i l ty.  We are

s imply  there  to  show them that ,  in  th i s  smal l  way,  they  have

not  been forg ot ten .  The men read the  lessons  and the

psa lms.  Somet imes  we s ing.  Somet imes  Mass  i s  in ter r upted

so that  a  guard can take  ro l l  –  “ the  count” .  Almost  ever yone

g oes  to  Communion.  After  Mass  we dr ink coffee  wi th  them,

and ta lk .  

That ’s  i t .  Then we dr ive  home.  I t ’s  a lways  qu icker  to  get  out

than i t  i s  to  get  in .  (The men joke  that  i t ’s  qu icker  for  them

to get  in  than i t  i s  to  get  out . )  Ever yone a t  the  pr i son i s

unfa i l ing ly  g rac ious  to  us,  guards  and inmates.  And the

g ra t i tude  that  the  inmates  express  when we leave  i s  g enuine.

And somet imes  extraord inar i l y  moving.  

I t ' s  a  hard  journey  to  make,  but  one for  which I  am g ra tefu l

ever y  t ime I  do i t .  

I  n e ed ed  c l o th e s  and  you  c l o th ed  me ,  I  was  s i ck  and  you  l o oked  a f t e r

me ,  I  was  in  p r i s on  and  you  came  t o  v i s i t  me .

-Mat th ew  25 :36
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Welcome our  new Vestry  Members!
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Meet our  new organist !

by :  T im Cook

 I  am a  church mus ic ian  wi th  over  twenty  years  of  exper ience ,

inc lud ing ten years  serv ing  as  a  Director  of  Mus ic .  I  earned a

Bache lor  of  Arts  in  Mus ic  Performance f rom Nichol l s  S ta te

Univers i ty  in  2018 ,  wi th  concentra t ions  in  organ ,  p iano,  and

voice ,  and was  the  univers i ty ’ s  f i r s t  and only  organ major .

Born and ra i sed in  Richmond in  northeas t  England before

re locat ing  to  Louis iana ,  I  br ing  a  deep cu l tura l  unders tanding

of  Episcopa l  worsh ip  shaped by  both Engl i sh  and Amer ican

trad i t ions .  Dur ing  my s tud ies ,  I  par t ic ipated in  three  Monster

Piano Concer ts  that  he lped ra i se  funds  for  the  acquis i t ion of

Ste inway ins t ruments  for  s tudent  use .  I  won an Organ

compet i t ion back in  2009 .  

My work wi th in  the  Archdiocese  of  New Orleans  a t  a  few

par i shes  a l lowed me to  deepen my pass ion for  organ

performance and congregat iona l  mus ic  educat ion .  I  have

extens ive  exper ience  int roduc ing  and teach ing congregat ions

a  wide  range  of  hymns and l i turg ica l  t rad i t ions .  Us ing  my

ecumenica l  background,  I  incorporated Advent  Lessons  and

Carols  and int roduced Lutheran and Angl ican hymnody

dur ing  the  Advent  and Lent  seasons .  I  have  a  par t icu lar  love

for  Angl ican chant ,  Engl i sh  Magni f ica ts ,  and the  r ich  mus ica l

her i tage  of  the  Church of  England.  In  addi t ion to  my mus ic

degree ,  I  ho ld  an assoc ia te ’ s  degree  and profess iona l  l i cense

in  cosmeto logy .  

 

ANNAGRAM PAGE 4



ANNAGRAM PAGE 5

Ash Wednesday Holy Eucharist  and Imposit ion of  Ashes 

 Wednesday  February  18th

 12 :00  PM AND 6:00 PM

Upcoming Events
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Regis ter  dur ing  Mard i  Gras  (now! )  so  you can re t rea t  wi th

Inc lus ive  Louis iana  in  Lent  (very ,  very  soon! ) .

Inc lus ive  Louis iana  i s  of fer ing  a  Lenten re t rea t  l ed  by  Fr .

Tommy Di l lon ,  Fr .  John Pi tzer ,  and Fr .  Buddy Sta l l ings .

 L iv ing  With  Grace  in  the  Wi lderness

Lent  can fee l  l ike  wi lderness—uncer ta in ,  s t re tched th in ,  and

loud wi th  the  chaos  of  the  wor ld .  For  LGBTQ+ people  and

a l l i es ,  that  wi lderness  can inc lude  gr ie f ,  fear ,  fa t igue ,  anger ,

and the  ache  of  be ing  misunders tood.

This  re t rea t  i s  an  inv i ta t ion to  pract ice  wi lderness  grace :  to

name what ’ s  rea l ,  to  remember  we are  be loved ,  and to  bu i ld

the  k ind of  communi ty  that  he lps  us  keep go ing .  Through

Scr ipture ,  s tory te l l ing ,  re f lec t ion ,  and s imple  sp i r i tua l

pract ices ,  we ’ l l  deepen res i l i ence ,  s t rengthen connect ion ,  and

leave  wi th  pract ica l  too ls  for  l iv ing  wi th  courage ,  tenderness ,

and hope .

 Feb .  27–28

 Solomon Episcopa l  Conference  and Retreat  Center

 Scholarsh ip  funds  are  ava i l ab le .

 Learn more :  ht tps ://www.edola .org/event/ inc lus ive-

lou is iana-re t rea t/

 Reg is ter  here :  h t tps ://secc la .org/eve . . ./edola- inc lus ive-

lou is iana-re t rea t/

Need he lp  wi th  reg i s t ra t ion?  Ca l l  Tammy at  the  So lomon

Center :  (985)  748-6634 .

https://www.facebook.com/SolomonCenter?__cft__[0]=AZYXy0yCqOrGJ7fLJd-oboFLwaPThsH6Sq3rFE5UVsmLZN6eOzXRlEunEFRckDmQjYmAu4Rkh6f9sFzS_lR0CM7UC2ggveTMNQraZkQuDbMkIjPqTeKrA4byFdO6AM9yWE6jAD-NeZt8qGNqEtvLYgGWVtQyIFSG3vM3tVos6SXnsxsUegWYMvNVQ2ocCahtWw-gR90lrZI9cFcgJCWxBIsEaD9_EM5ws6RuPOeMWdPsbA&__tn__=-]K-y-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edola.org%2Fevent%2Finclusive-louisiana-retreat%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcWthNUtDWUdKTXhEbHpWRXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7BThxp2r7N9b-fkemjx5T4ZznSnpFSdbCseLV9jozmkuV__j_MjF70epJC7g_aem_Xu9htdzMLFcd4OOfJLVavQ&h=AT2s9a458Y__zDuLmwK4iRyyUjP6DKtlLnLhbAt_4V213H74a-sUkJWGJ7mlzUvuDByslXRvK1f9jNJ4QItmvn0c4T_OwscTns4Kyf3KBfNroi-P3KosjUHeAQybMV5nyZj286Q_Ft7-nni8lw&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AT0fs6COuoZNEeQwimySQ1S8qqB2SkW_Urd9iBG4cTfLtMl_HJ12RyPoCwxLuvrhZe3YfCbI--okV724ubo5WkSg46U3F_ocePaFLXvvvvVb74dS_Zi4FuvsRzpT-SXIpTb8T2Et66dTrMRY8-3mzU_mc5u5-iwWoX33XJ_OjbR_ETgdSVmAooVOaS0qK59qEICfA4MKLqd0HZCgLf9ZbzbHV8RUftomZaSJsEUv4AgvBU3suQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edola.org%2Fevent%2Finclusive-louisiana-retreat%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcWthNUtDWUdKTXhEbHpWRXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7BThxp2r7N9b-fkemjx5T4ZznSnpFSdbCseLV9jozmkuV__j_MjF70epJC7g_aem_Xu9htdzMLFcd4OOfJLVavQ&h=AT2s9a458Y__zDuLmwK4iRyyUjP6DKtlLnLhbAt_4V213H74a-sUkJWGJ7mlzUvuDByslXRvK1f9jNJ4QItmvn0c4T_OwscTns4Kyf3KBfNroi-P3KosjUHeAQybMV5nyZj286Q_Ft7-nni8lw&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AT0fs6COuoZNEeQwimySQ1S8qqB2SkW_Urd9iBG4cTfLtMl_HJ12RyPoCwxLuvrhZe3YfCbI--okV724ubo5WkSg46U3F_ocePaFLXvvvvVb74dS_Zi4FuvsRzpT-SXIpTb8T2Et66dTrMRY8-3mzU_mc5u5-iwWoX33XJ_OjbR_ETgdSVmAooVOaS0qK59qEICfA4MKLqd0HZCgLf9ZbzbHV8RUftomZaSJsEUv4AgvBU3suQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fseccla.org%2Fevents2%2Fedola-inclusive-louisiana-retreat%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcWthNUtDWUdKTXhEbHpWRXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4itVlDgpH2bV1FQCzlrPqFO2tEHEiFT7Dvg5ap14fVQBcxeGReQg_njgHqvA_aem_ymVAmA5uJ3I_zXDtDcXyTQ&h=AT3jkoaJmgymzQneTlDhTLsxMOzsTC4Ru5QUOz8-RHMJZdQ4l4QZQocw3iCWgFVPasiFF3CnvyU6dL4rgRbX44GVY3FDFGeLLGZh5K4axcEJWSlcrF2WhT526dr3z98emw99qWpMHpY8SzgDjg&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AT0fs6COuoZNEeQwimySQ1S8qqB2SkW_Urd9iBG4cTfLtMl_HJ12RyPoCwxLuvrhZe3YfCbI--okV724ubo5WkSg46U3F_ocePaFLXvvvvVb74dS_Zi4FuvsRzpT-SXIpTb8T2Et66dTrMRY8-3mzU_mc5u5-iwWoX33XJ_OjbR_ETgdSVmAooVOaS0qK59qEICfA4MKLqd0HZCgLf9ZbzbHV8RUftomZaSJsEUv4AgvBU3suQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fseccla.org%2Fevents2%2Fedola-inclusive-louisiana-retreat%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcWthNUtDWUdKTXhEbHpWRXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4itVlDgpH2bV1FQCzlrPqFO2tEHEiFT7Dvg5ap14fVQBcxeGReQg_njgHqvA_aem_ymVAmA5uJ3I_zXDtDcXyTQ&h=AT3jkoaJmgymzQneTlDhTLsxMOzsTC4Ru5QUOz8-RHMJZdQ4l4QZQocw3iCWgFVPasiFF3CnvyU6dL4rgRbX44GVY3FDFGeLLGZh5K4axcEJWSlcrF2WhT526dr3z98emw99qWpMHpY8SzgDjg&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AT0fs6COuoZNEeQwimySQ1S8qqB2SkW_Urd9iBG4cTfLtMl_HJ12RyPoCwxLuvrhZe3YfCbI--okV724ubo5WkSg46U3F_ocePaFLXvvvvVb74dS_Zi4FuvsRzpT-SXIpTb8T2Et66dTrMRY8-3mzU_mc5u5-iwWoX33XJ_OjbR_ETgdSVmAooVOaS0qK59qEICfA4MKLqd0HZCgLf9ZbzbHV8RUftomZaSJsEUv4AgvBU3suQ


ANNAGRAM PAGE 7

Interested in subscr ibing to  the EDOLA newslet ter?

Vis i t :

h t tps ://www.edola .org/
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Mat Making Ministry  at  St .  Anna’s

Jo in  us  for  our  Mat  Making min is t ry  that  recyc les  p las t ic  bags

and serves  our  unhoused ne ighbors  in  New Orleans .  Meet  in

the  par i sh  ha l l  on Saturday ,  March 21st  f rom 10 :00am-

12 :00pm.  Al l  a re  we lcome.  Cot ter  wi l l  prov ide  breakfas t

snacks  and t rea ts .

Annual  Parish Directory  Update

To complete  th i s  form onl ine  and

upload a  photo of  you/your

household  p lease  scan the  QR

code to  the  le f t .  

You can a l so  emai l  your

informat ion and a  photo to  

d iana@stannanola .org

Paper  forms are  avai lable  during  mass

for  a l l .
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St .  Anna’s  Capita l  Campaign

To fund much needed repa i rs ,  cap i ta l  pro jects  and provide

for  sus ta inabi l i ty  of  our  min is t r ies ,  S t .  Anna ’s  i s  conduct ing  a

Capi ta l  Campaign .  Read more  a t  the  l ink  be low and see  the

donat ion form l ink  too .  

https://stannanola.org/donate/

We look forward to  seeing you soon!


