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ANNAGRAM
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2026

We are delighted to restart the Annagram to share all the news from
St. Anna’s Episcopal Church! We would love to hear from you! If you have
an article, idea, event, or volunteer opportunity, please let us know at

communications(@gtannanola.org.

A Visit to Angola
by: Peter Hagan

On the first Tuesday of every month, I gas up the car, give myself lunch at
the Hi-Hat, and pick up David Duplantier, the Dean of Christ Church
Cathedral, and Hampton Carver, longtime member of St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church on Carrollton Avenue. We drive up I-10 past Baton
Rouge. Shortly after we pass St. Francisville, a left turn takes us down a long
dead-end country road, and we are at our destination: the Louisiana State

Penitentiary at Angola.

We meet other men and women who have traveled from New Ofrleans, and
Kenner, and Metairie, and Natchitoches, and St. Francisville. We pray as a
group outside the gates and then spend perhaps an hour going through the

security process to get in. We’re always aware that Death Row is just past the

gates, to the right. Once we’re cleared we drive perhaps a mile down a

beautifully landscaped road, often with freshly planted seasonal flowers.
Cattle graze in the fields.
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But reality soon sets in as Main Prison, surrounded by
barbed wire and watchtowers, comes into view. Some of us
will continue on to Camp C and Camp D, prison farm
outposts. The long-shuttered Camp J (closed because
conditions were too bad, even for Angola) is lit up; ICE

detainees are now housed there.

Once we’ve arrived at our destinations, we go through
security again, and then head for the chapel. There anywhere
from 10 to 40 men will attend Mass with us. Many are old,
and some are ill and disabled. Some have been there 30 years
or more. We don’t know why they are there, and we don’t
ask. Some are surely innocent, some are surely guilty. We are
simply there to show them that, in this small way, they have
not been forgotten. The men read the lessons and the
psalms. Sometimes we sing. Sometimes Mass is interrupted
so that a guard can take roll — “the count”. Almost everyone

goes to Communion. After Mass we drink coffee with them,

and talk.

That’s it. Then we drive home. It’s always quicker to get out
than it 1s to get in. (The men joke that it’s quicker for them
to get in than it is to get out.) Everyone at the prison is
unfailingly gracious to us, guards and inmates. And the
gratitude that the inmates express when we leave is genuine.

And sometimes extraordinarily moving.

It's a hard journey to make, but one for which I am grateful

every time I do it.

I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after
me, 1 was in prison and youn came to visit me.

-Matthew 25:36
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Welcome our new Vestry Members!
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a Meet our new organist!

by: Tim Cook

I am a church musician with over twenty years of experience,
including ten years serving as a Director of Music. I earned a
Bachelor of Arts in Music Performance from Nicholls State
University in 2018, with concentrations in organ, piano, and
voice, and was the university’s first and only organ major.
Born and raised in Richmond in northeast England before
relocating to Louisiana, I bring a deep cultural understanding
of Episcopal worship shaped by both English and American
traditions. During my studies, I participated in three Monster
Piano Concerts that helped raise funds for the acquisition of
Steinway instruments for student use. I won an Organ

competition back in 2009.

My work within the Archdiocese of New Orleans at a few
parishes allowed me to deepen my passion for organ
performance and congregational music education. I have
extensive experience introducing and teaching congregations
a wide range of hymns and liturgical traditions. Using my
ecumenical background, I incorporated Advent Lessons and
Carols and introduced Lutheran and Anglican hymnody
during the Advent and Lent seasons. I have a particular love
for Anglican chant, English Magnificats, and the rich musical
heritage of the Church of England. In addition to my music
degree, I hold an associate’s degree and professional license

in cosmetology.
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Ash Wednesday Holy Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes

Wednesday February 18th
12:00 PM AND 6:00 PM

THE EPifCQPdZ CHURCH i?. THE Epiffﬂpd[ CHURCH ;F.

Almighty and everlasting God,
you hate nothing you have
made and forgive the sins of all
who are penitent: Create and
make in us'néw and contrite
hearts, that we, worthily

lamenting our sins.and
As h acknowledging our

wretchedness, may obtain of

wedneSda-y you, the'God o‘lrall mercy,
perfect remission and

forgiveness; through Jesus

Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.

Upcoming Events
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INCLUSIVE
LOUISIANA
RETREAT:

LIVING WITH GRACE IN
THE WILDERNESS

February | Solomon Grace is not the reward for
surviving the wilderness.
27 - 28 | Center

Grace is how we survive it—
together.
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Register during Mardi Gras (now!) so you can retreat with
Inclusive Louisiana in Lent (very, very soonl!).

Inclusive Louisiana is offering a Lenten retreat led by Fr.
Tommy Dillon, Fr. John Pitzer, and Fr. Buddy Stallings.
Living With Grace in the Wilderness

Lent can feel like wilderness—uncertain, stretched thin, and
loud with the chaos of the world. For LGBTQ+ people and
allies, that wilderness can include grief, fear, fatigue, anger,

and the ache of being misunderstood.

This retreat is an invitation to practice wilderness grace: to
name what’s real, to remember we are beloved, and to build
the kind of community that helps us keep going. Through
Scripture, storytelling, reflection, and simple spiritual
practices, we’ll deepen resilience, strengthen connection, and
leave with practical tools for living with courage, tenderness,

and hope.

Feb. 27-28

Solomon Episcopal Conference and Retreat Center

Scholarship funds are available.

Learn more: https://www.edola.org/event/inclusive-

louisiana-retreat/

Register here: https://seccla.org/eve.../edola-inclusive-

louisiana-retreat/

Need help with registration? Call Tammy at the Solomon
Center: (985) 748-6634.



https://www.facebook.com/SolomonCenter?__cft__[0]=AZYXy0yCqOrGJ7fLJd-oboFLwaPThsH6Sq3rFE5UVsmLZN6eOzXRlEunEFRckDmQjYmAu4Rkh6f9sFzS_lR0CM7UC2ggveTMNQraZkQuDbMkIjPqTeKrA4byFdO6AM9yWE6jAD-NeZt8qGNqEtvLYgGWVtQyIFSG3vM3tVos6SXnsxsUegWYMvNVQ2ocCahtWw-gR90lrZI9cFcgJCWxBIsEaD9_EM5ws6RuPOeMWdPsbA&__tn__=-]K-y-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edola.org%2Fevent%2Finclusive-louisiana-retreat%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcWthNUtDWUdKTXhEbHpWRXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7BThxp2r7N9b-fkemjx5T4ZznSnpFSdbCseLV9jozmkuV__j_MjF70epJC7g_aem_Xu9htdzMLFcd4OOfJLVavQ&h=AT2s9a458Y__zDuLmwK4iRyyUjP6DKtlLnLhbAt_4V213H74a-sUkJWGJ7mlzUvuDByslXRvK1f9jNJ4QItmvn0c4T_OwscTns4Kyf3KBfNroi-P3KosjUHeAQybMV5nyZj286Q_Ft7-nni8lw&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AT0fs6COuoZNEeQwimySQ1S8qqB2SkW_Urd9iBG4cTfLtMl_HJ12RyPoCwxLuvrhZe3YfCbI--okV724ubo5WkSg46U3F_ocePaFLXvvvvVb74dS_Zi4FuvsRzpT-SXIpTb8T2Et66dTrMRY8-3mzU_mc5u5-iwWoX33XJ_OjbR_ETgdSVmAooVOaS0qK59qEICfA4MKLqd0HZCgLf9ZbzbHV8RUftomZaSJsEUv4AgvBU3suQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edola.org%2Fevent%2Finclusive-louisiana-retreat%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcWthNUtDWUdKTXhEbHpWRXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7BThxp2r7N9b-fkemjx5T4ZznSnpFSdbCseLV9jozmkuV__j_MjF70epJC7g_aem_Xu9htdzMLFcd4OOfJLVavQ&h=AT2s9a458Y__zDuLmwK4iRyyUjP6DKtlLnLhbAt_4V213H74a-sUkJWGJ7mlzUvuDByslXRvK1f9jNJ4QItmvn0c4T_OwscTns4Kyf3KBfNroi-P3KosjUHeAQybMV5nyZj286Q_Ft7-nni8lw&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AT0fs6COuoZNEeQwimySQ1S8qqB2SkW_Urd9iBG4cTfLtMl_HJ12RyPoCwxLuvrhZe3YfCbI--okV724ubo5WkSg46U3F_ocePaFLXvvvvVb74dS_Zi4FuvsRzpT-SXIpTb8T2Et66dTrMRY8-3mzU_mc5u5-iwWoX33XJ_OjbR_ETgdSVmAooVOaS0qK59qEICfA4MKLqd0HZCgLf9ZbzbHV8RUftomZaSJsEUv4AgvBU3suQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fseccla.org%2Fevents2%2Fedola-inclusive-louisiana-retreat%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcWthNUtDWUdKTXhEbHpWRXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4itVlDgpH2bV1FQCzlrPqFO2tEHEiFT7Dvg5ap14fVQBcxeGReQg_njgHqvA_aem_ymVAmA5uJ3I_zXDtDcXyTQ&h=AT3jkoaJmgymzQneTlDhTLsxMOzsTC4Ru5QUOz8-RHMJZdQ4l4QZQocw3iCWgFVPasiFF3CnvyU6dL4rgRbX44GVY3FDFGeLLGZh5K4axcEJWSlcrF2WhT526dr3z98emw99qWpMHpY8SzgDjg&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AT0fs6COuoZNEeQwimySQ1S8qqB2SkW_Urd9iBG4cTfLtMl_HJ12RyPoCwxLuvrhZe3YfCbI--okV724ubo5WkSg46U3F_ocePaFLXvvvvVb74dS_Zi4FuvsRzpT-SXIpTb8T2Et66dTrMRY8-3mzU_mc5u5-iwWoX33XJ_OjbR_ETgdSVmAooVOaS0qK59qEICfA4MKLqd0HZCgLf9ZbzbHV8RUftomZaSJsEUv4AgvBU3suQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fseccla.org%2Fevents2%2Fedola-inclusive-louisiana-retreat%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcWthNUtDWUdKTXhEbHpWRXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4itVlDgpH2bV1FQCzlrPqFO2tEHEiFT7Dvg5ap14fVQBcxeGReQg_njgHqvA_aem_ymVAmA5uJ3I_zXDtDcXyTQ&h=AT3jkoaJmgymzQneTlDhTLsxMOzsTC4Ru5QUOz8-RHMJZdQ4l4QZQocw3iCWgFVPasiFF3CnvyU6dL4rgRbX44GVY3FDFGeLLGZh5K4axcEJWSlcrF2WhT526dr3z98emw99qWpMHpY8SzgDjg&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AT0fs6COuoZNEeQwimySQ1S8qqB2SkW_Urd9iBG4cTfLtMl_HJ12RyPoCwxLuvrhZe3YfCbI--okV724ubo5WkSg46U3F_ocePaFLXvvvvVb74dS_Zi4FuvsRzpT-SXIpTb8T2Et66dTrMRY8-3mzU_mc5u5-iwWoX33XJ_OjbR_ETgdSVmAooVOaS0qK59qEICfA4MKLqd0HZCgLf9ZbzbHV8RUftomZaSJsEUv4AgvBU3suQ
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REGISTRATION CLOSES FEBRUARY 16, 2026

Interested in subscribing to the EDOLA newsletter?
Visit:
https://www.edola.org/

MAT MAKING
MARCH 2IST
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Mat Making Ministry at St. Anna’s

Join us for our Mat Making ministry that recycles plastic bags
and serves our unhoused neighbors in New Orleans. Meet in
the parish hall on Saturday, March 21st from 10:00am-

12:00pm. All are welcome. Cotter will provide breakfast
snacks and treats.

To complete this form online and
upload a photo of you/your
household please scan the QR
code to the left.

You can also email your

information and a photo to

diana@stannanola.org

Paper forms are available during mass

for all.
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St. Anna’s Capital Campaign

To fund much needed repairs, capital projects and provide
for sustainability of our ministries, St. Anna’s 1s conducting a

Capital Campaign. Read more at the link below and see the
donation form link too.

https://stannanola.org/donate/

We look forward to seeing you soon!




