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“Where All Are Welcome, and None Are Shunned” 

Above: Bishop Shannon Duckworth and
Artist Ayo Scott in front of Mr. Scott’s
portrait of Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry, which hangs in the Dodwell House
entrance hall, now named for Bp. Curry. 

And a Grand Opening It Was:
Dodwell House Dedication Oct. 7 

Top: Exec. Dir. Dr. Cavin Davis and Deacon Buck
Close with plaque at the dedication ceremony.
Below: audience at the dedication ceremony.  

(More Photos on Next Page) 
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More photos from the opening of Dodwell House
The Rt. Rev. Shannon 
Duckworth, Bishop of 
Louisiana (L), and 
and the Rev. Dr. Donald 
Owens, Interim Rector of 
St. Anna’s  Parish (R), 
speaking at the Dodwell 
House dedication on
October 7. 

Above: Dr. Cavin Davis, Executive Director of Anna’s Place/Dodwell House, 
addresses members of the Preservation Resource Center, a leading historic
preservation organization, during a special preview tour of Dodwell House 
on October 5, 2023. 
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A Note From Fr. Don Owens, Interim Rector
The end of the Church Year is quickly drawing close.  We have four Sundays left before
the First Sunday of Advent!  This month of November begins with All Saints Day.  We
remember that we are connected not only to the living, but the dead!  We are supported
always in that love.  

We will have the Dodwell House Extravaganza happening on 11 November! Be sure and 
get your tickets for a wonderful evening supporting a program that is changing the lives 
of children in the Tremé and beyond.  

Then comes Thanksgiving.  There will be a Thanksgiving Day Mass at 10:30 AM.  Here is
time to pause and remember all the blessings we have daily.  Come and join us.  It will be 
a said service, no music.  You will have time to cook the turkey and get the table ready
for the Feast!  Hope to see you.  A great way to end the Church Year and prepare for the
new one.  

Keep your eyes on the horizon and the ever-changing movement of time.   

Happy fall y'all, 

I hope this finds you healthy and doing well.

I'll start with my regular reminder, that if you have questions about how the church
works financially please let me know and I'm happy to speak about any and all
church finance matters. 

I just wanted to take a moment in the midst of our stewardship drive to reiterate how
much pledging helps us to plan successfully for our upcoming year. As an Episcopal
church, we are primarily self-funded. The Diocese doesn't provide our operating
budget and while our mission programs do receive grants, the core of the Church is
supported directly by the pledge and plate donations of our congregation. 

On Stewardship and Parish Finances 
by Jim McMillan, Treasurer 
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That core of support has been the root of our success over the years and will remain
so in the future. As we prepare to go into the next year, with an expanded Church
campus at Dodwell and transition into an even more active community, that support
will be key to continuing to do the work that we are commanded to do. 

As our Stewardship campaign continues, I would ask that we all thoughtfully consider
and then fill out a pledge card that reflects what we can pledge to St. Anna's. Even if
the amount is $10, having a record of the pledge we can expect and how frequently
for next year allows us to more effectively plan what we can (or can't) offer at the
Church. Also, please know that if something changes and you can't make your
pledged amount, that's ok. Things change and happen, and we can adjust. Similarly,
if you happen to win the Powerball and need to increase your pledge for next year,
that's also perfectly fine. 

That's all I have for now, but thanks, as always, for supporting St. Anna's however
you can and please let me know if you have any questions about the Stewardship
campaign or the Church's books.

Stewardship and Finances, continued from previous page . . . 

Children learning in the newly
renovated Dodwell House
Community Resource Center,
October 2023
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The Rainbow Initiative Meets Home Is Here NOLA
by Claire Brooks

All refugees and asylum seekers face tremendous challenges—we all know that.  
Members of the LGBTQ+ community are in especially great peril, often leaving their
home countries because of life-threatening situations.  If they come without papers
and begin their US experience in one of Louisiana’s detention centers, they may face
increased threats.  While St. Anna’s cannot take care of everyone in that situation,
we can help people one at a time (or one family at a time) through a new Episcopal
initiative.

At St. Anna’s we are well on our way to a community partnership with Home Is Here
NOLA, with the goal of welcoming an LGBTQ+ asylum seeker to a new home in New
Orleans sometime in the next few months.  The Rainbow Initiative is a ministry of the 
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Episcopal Church, and Home Is Here NOLA is a local organization working with
asylum seekers and community partners. Once we have received an asylum
seeker, we will be responsible, among other things, for assisting with housing,
food, clothing, work, community support, and transportation. We have a core
group of about eight people, with room for more. Everyone who participates will
need to attend a training (about three hours) with Home Is Here NOLA. 

Rainbow Initiative- Home is Here NOLA, by Claire Brooks
(continued) 

The training will include roles, boundaries, expectations, community resources, and an
overview of the process. Many of the questions from our first two meetings will be answered
in the training. (Anyone who cannot attend the initial training at the Dodwell House can
attend a later training with another community partner and start their involvement at that
point.)

We will do this in a way that does not impact the church’s budget. There is no guaranteed
timeline for receiving our first asylum seeker, but wouldn’t it be wonderful if we can start
2024 with this ministry in full swing? If you are interested, or would just like more
information, please contact Claire Brooks or Randy Ott. If you need their contact information
please contact the parish office at admin@stannanola.org. 

About 10 members of St. Anna‘s met with representatives of Home Is Here 
NOLA at Dodwell House on October 8, 2023. t
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Search Committee Update 
by Bill Glew, co-chair

The Search Committee has met several times in the past month to go over drafts  of
the Parish Profile.  A near-final draft has been shared with the Vestry and Canon
Morgan MacIntire, who as you’ll recall plays a key role in the search process on behalf
of the Bishop.  The Committee also has been drafting a companion document that is
prescribed by The Episcopal Church.  We hope to “go public” with the Parish Profile,
which formally announces the vacant rectorship by soliciting applications, within the
next month or so.    

If you have questions about the search process, please ask me, Karen, or another
member of the Search Committee.  And thank you again for the thoughtful input you
provided last April through the parish survey and focus groups.  You made the Search
Committee’s drafting job much easier than it coud have been.   

Learning happening at Dodwell House, October 2023
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(Right) On November 8, 2023,
Students in  Anna’s Place‘s DAWN

program will be serving as docents
for a Holocaust  exhibition at Loyola

University’s Monroe Library  6:30 -
7:30 pm; the Children‘s Choir will
perform during the program that

begins at 7:30 pm. 

(Left) Catch the latest Down In
Tremé concert on Tuesday,
November 7 @7pm,  Dodwell
House courtyard.  These
concerts are fantastic!
[editor’s note] 
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Thank you all for coming to our grand opening of the Dodwell Community Resource
Center (see photo below). It was a huge success, from the dedication of the Bishop
Curry portrait to finally seeing the incredible Dodwell House finished and the
programs finally at home.

Sunday school has begun and it is growing and thriving. This is something we are all
so happy and blessed to have again. Thank you teachers and organizers.

We want to welcome our new choir directors, Darryl Durham and Amsley Matich.
They come to us with years of music ministry experience. We look forward to the
beautiful music and voices from our talented choir.

The Dodwell House Extravaganza is on Saturday November 11, 6pm-10pm at the
Dodwell House.  Now that the building is complete, this is to support the programs for
the community resource center, such as Anna's Place, and others to come. We will
have food, drinks and entertainment, along with silent and live auctions.
It will be a night to celebrate! Please join us.

To purchase tickets, or become a sponsor, go to www.dodwellhouse.org. 

Peace,
Karen Judge

A Note from the Senior Warden 


