
The Reverend Donald P. Owens, Jr.,
Ph.D. is an Episcopal priest whose 48
years in the priesthood have been in
ministry in higher education.  His last
cure was Tulane University School of
Medicine in New Orleans, Louisiana
where he served as chaplain to the
School of Medicine and Professor of
Medicine and Psychiatry for 15 years
before retiring in 2015 as Emeritus
Professor of Medicine.  He held the 
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A Warm St. Anna’s Welcome 
to our Interim Rector, 

Rev’d. Dr. Don Owens, 
and his wife Barbara! 

“We are very excited to be part of St.
Anna’s.  There was no hesitation when the
Bishop of Louisiana, Bishop Duckworth,
called and asked me if I would consider
being interim rector.  St. Anna’s stands out
as one of the prime parishes in the whole
Church that exhibits living the Gospel
transforming lives.  We are looking
forward to this time as we serve this
congregation as they prepare for their
new rector.  It is our hope to lay a firm
foundation of Lay and Clerical support and
leadership as the next Rector comes on
board so that the good already in play will
bloom into an even more profound
presence of God’s love in our world.”
-- Fr. Don Owens 

Celebrate the Grand Opening
of Dodwell House  
Saturday, October 7

Noon to 2 pm
food, music, and much more! 

 

“Where All Are Welcome, and None Are Shunned” 

As senior warden at St Anna's I can tell you we
have been very busy.

We are deep in our transition phase while we
are preparing to open our search for a new
rector sometime in mid November. Fr Don has
been, and will continue to be, a guiding light
for us through this time of change. I am
thankful for his leadership and understanding
during this period.
 
                                 (Please turn to page 2)
                     

 From the Senior Warden -- 
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James A. Knight, M.D. Chair of Humanities and
Ethics.  Prior to that he served as the Episcopal
Chaplain to the University at the University of
Oklahoma in Norman Oklahoma.  While at the
University of Oklahoma he received his Ph.D. in
Philosophy and Psychology.

Fr. Don and Barbara have been married for 57
years.  They have four children: three girls and
one son.  They moved to Wimberley, Texas after
retirement in 2015.  During the past six years he
has supplied at several congregations in the
Diocese of West Texas.  He and Barbara are
graduates of Trinity University in San Antonio,
and he is a 1969 graduate of Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.  

Fr. Don was ordained a minister in the United
Presbyterian Church in 1969 and served two
pastorates, one in Ingram, Texas and the other
in Clinton, Oklahoma. In May 1975 he and
Barbara were Confirmed at St. Paul’s Cathedral
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma by Bishop Powell.  
He was ordained a Deacon 11 June and Priest 17
October in the Diocese of Oklahoma by The Rt.
Rev. Chilton Powell, Bishop of Oklahoma in
1975. 

Father Owens background, from first page 

Sat. Oct. 14 at 10:30 am 
at the Church 

Senior Warden, from first page 
We are planning and preparing for the
Grand opening of Dodwell house on
October 7th followed by our
Extravaganza on November 11th. Please
come join in the celebrations.
Anna's place is finally home at the
Dodwell House Community Resource
Center, ready to teach over 60 kids in
the after school program.

So this is a time to celebrate and give
thanks to our St. Anna's community for
their dedication, vision and outreach in
all our ministries. Again showing that all
are welcomed.

Feeling Blessed,

Karen Judge
Senior Warden
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Church.  There is no process for anyone to
“nominate” a candidate; each candidate must
apply during the application period, which
will last about two months.

3. The identity of rector applicants will be
required to be kept confidential. Only after
the Bishop has signed off on the candidate
selected by the Vestry from the name(s)
recommended by the Search Committee will
the new rector’s name become public. A goal
of this rule is to minimize awkwardness for
candidates not chosen in their current
parishes. 

The Search Committee is mindful of the
prayerful support we are receiving from
within St. Anna’s and from friends and
supporters in the community. Please accept
our heartfelt thanks. 

 

 Search Committee Update 
As previously reported, the Search Committee
aims to have a draft Parish Profile ready for
review by the Vestry and the Diocese by mid-
October.  We hope to be able to publish the
Parish Profile and call for applications to
serve as St. Anna’s next rector as early as
mid-November.  

 To that end, members of the Search
Committee have been hard at work drafting
separate sections of the Parish Profile.  We
have met by zoom to review and edit Profile
sections, line-by-line, to ensure that they are
consistent with each other and with the
results of the Parish Survey and the focus
groups conducted in April.  We are on track to
complete a draft Parish Profile by mid-
October, along with a draft of the companion
Office of Transition Ministry (OTM)
questionnaire prescribed by The Episcopal
Church.  Thanks again to all who participated
in the Survey and focus groups.  You have
given us clear and thoughtful direction.  

 A few reminder notes on the process from
this point forard:

1.    Publication of the Parish Profile and OTM
questionnaire will be online and public, with
one exception: prospective rector
compensation data will be confidential and
available only to clergy candidates.

2.    If you know an Episcopal priest who you
think would be a good candidate for Rector of
St. Anna’s, let them know about the vacancy
once the parish profile is published.  The
Vestry has determined that we will accept
applications from throughout The Episcopal 

“Thanks for stopping by Anna’s Place at the Dodwell
House to these amazing Tulane Football players that

work with the Fear the Wave nonprofit!” --
Instragram post. annasplacenola and Dodwell House,

September 22, 2023 
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A note from the new editor -- When Father Terry retired, we lost not only our pastor, priest, and
spiritual leader, but also the editor of the Annagram.  As Father Terry used to say, the Annagram
is both a key element in St. Anna’s communications program and a permanent record of the life of
the Parish. I will do my best to fill this small part of his responsibilities, subject to the oversight of
our Interim Rector and Senior Warden.  

You’ll see that the layout and look of the Annagram have changed.  That’s largely because I’m
using a different program, one recommended by Diana Meyers, to publish the Annagram.  Given
that we’re starting afresh, I picked a template that uses for background and some text a color
that approximates the “Marian blue” so widely visible in our sanctuary.  I’m new to online
publishing, and I hope and expect to become more competent and creative with layout as future
editions are published.

The articles and photos in the Annagram will be largely the work of others. My fundamental role
is to edit, do layout, and solicit contributions.  At the same time, I’m introducing a new feature: a
personal history/spiritual journey of a member of the parish.  The format will vary. The idea is to
help us get better acquainted with each other over time and to share the richness of the human
experience, wisdom, and spirituality that our parishioners bring to St. Anna’s.  
 --Bill Glew (PS -- feedback and suggestions welcome!  202-441-0157, billglew@gmail.com)
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Workshop Follow-up: Saturday October 21st,
9:30am - 11am. Individual 15-20 minute
appointments to finalize and notarize your
personal will. Email diana@stannanola.org or
leave a message at 504-475-8018 to set up your
appointment before slots are filled. (Must attend
presentation to make an appointment.) 

A different kind of
stewardship: Why we should
plan for our death 
Workshops October 15 & 21 
Failing to prepare an estate plan complicates
settling your affairs for your loved ones, even
if you don’t have a lot of money. Without
preparation, your death can cause disputes
among family and be costly. 

A will, or testament, could provide for the
disposition of your assets (including charitable
donations) and the payment of your
obligations upon your death, as well as who
will be responsible for the disposition of your
remains, and even the use of your assets by
certain loved ones. Stocks or investment
accounts that do not have beneficiaries
designated by you pass according to your
testament.

While a will covers your wishes after your
death, a power of attorney may also be
helpful to allow a trusted person you name to
act on your behalf if you become
incapacitated, whether medical or financial in
nature, or both.

Attorney Richard Bullock will offer a
presentation and workshop to help you
ensure your wishes are carried out and your
loved ones are not overly burdened. 
Presentation: Sunday October 15th after Mass
for 45-60 minutes. Learn what estate
planning is and how to make a legal will.
(Attendance required for Workshop
appointment, see next paragraph.)

Wanda Rouzan performs at first Down in
Tremé conert at Dodwell House,

Wednesday, September 19 

mailto:diana@stannanola.org
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Continued on next page 

My Journey to St. Anna’s, 
by Consuelo Newman 
         I was born in London, when my father was Bureau Chief for the New York Herald Tribune. ( The
NY Tribune, the oldest newspaper in the US at that time, was the morning paper, and the NY Times
was the afternoon paper. It ceased to be after a year's strike, in 1966.) By that time, I had already spent
3 years in Buenos Aires, and six years in Bronxville, NY, a cobble-stoned town in Westchester County,
just outside of New York City. After the Tribune closed, my family moved to Washington, DC, where my
father began the Book Division of US News and World Report. From there, I lived mostly in
Washington, except for a three year stint in Houston, and a 31/2 year residence in New Orleans, in my
mid 20's.

        My mother met my father in Moscow, at the Metropol Hotel, where all the journalists and diplomats
were required to live. My mother was a Cultural Attaché with the Chilean Embassy. They married in
Paris, moved to Berlin, and three years later moved to London. Both my parents spoke 8 languages,
though not necessarily the same ones, so I was surrounded with languages from the time I was born.
Both my parents were highly literary. My mother loved art, history and the theatre. She came from a
long line of lawyers, judges and law professors. Our house was filled with their fascinating friends from
all over the world. And in a Chilean tradition, most of their friends would stay for several months at a
time, so I got to know them very well.

        We would have long Christmas vacations in Chile, and in the 11th grade, I went to Santiago, to the
American boarding school there. Before the year was out, Salvador Allende had been elected
President. I returned to the States shortly thereafter. I remember walking the street of Santiago, trying
to recall everything that I saw, with a deep sense of sadness and foreboding. But, little did I know that
shortly thereafter, Allende would be overrun by the Chilean military, and killed, with the aid of the US
govt., because owners of the Kennecott Copper mines protested to the US Senate. They wanted their
property back, for Allende's government had appropriated many businesses in Chile, saying that these
companies had stolen large sums from the Chilean people.. At that time, Chile was the most stable and
best-educated country in South America. 

        This was a terrible shock to everyone, and happened very quickly.. The Military Junta was in
power for 17 years, and all the free discourse between people of different political beliefs stopped,
immediately. And stayed this way for almost two decades. Thousands of citizens "disappeared" and
thousands of children were stolen from their mothers and given to military families to raise. I can still
hear the grandmothers banging their pots in the streets of Santiago, as they, and mothers and
grandmother in Buenos Aires did the same, and for the same reason. They spent decades looking for
their grandchildren, and still do. Many hundreds have been found, many hundreds have not.
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Consuelo Newman, from previous page 

How was DC for you as an adult?

        Frankly, although Washington is very beautiful, it was very much like the Washington Cathedral to me:
Full of beauty, flowers and pageantry, and as empty as sounding brass. After high school, I went to
American University, studying art and linguistics, and then decided to join the carpenter's union, becoming
one of the first ten women carpenters in DC. ( I was never very good at it, but it served me well when I
began buying and renovating houses and buildings in DC.) Nevertheless, I helped build four buildings in
what is now the University of the District of Columbia, on Connecticut Avenue. 

        I moved to Houston, and worked for someone I called a Gentleman Carpenter, who renovated
bathrooms and kitchens for wealthy Houstonians, and from there I went to New Orleans, to help open Mr.
B's Bistro, where Paul Prudhomme was the head chef. I then became the first female waiter at the
Monteleone Hotel, as well as the first woman waiter at the Port Orleans Restaurant at the top of the Marriott
Hotel. At that time, all the busboys and many of the waiters were Vietnamese. They were very reluctant to
work with a woman, and, at the beginning, it looked like a mutiny.. I found that there was a lot more
resistance from women than from men when it came to waiting on them!

        After New Orleans, in 1979, I returned to DC, and shortly after became the Executive Director of the
Latin American Book Fair, a wonderful week's long event with a full roster of lectures, movies, children's
programs, and, of course, book sellers from all over Latin America and Spain. One was in Georgetown. The
other was at UDC.

        In 1990, my son, Samuel was born, and, when he became 12, I decided to take him somewhere that
was beyond the hyper-educated, self-regarding, affluent and insular communities that I had largely grown up
in. I chose Martinsburg, West Virginia, which was close to DC, and close to Samuel's father who lives there
still.

Why did you choose New Orleans?

        My son, Samuel has been living here for several years. He insisted that I come here. He said he was
afraid of my living alone, so far away from him. So, I came a couple of years ago. I love New Orleans. I love
the music and the creativity, the eclectic nature of the city, and of course, the food.
I mostly like how there is little judgement here, how people are always willing to help one another, and of the
endless kindness that I have found here, light years ahead of everywhere else I have ever lived.

Continued on next page
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Consuelo Newman, from previous page 

How did you come to St. Anna's?

        Last Easter, I wanted to go to a church that had a good choir. I asked around, and St. Anna's was
recommended. I immediately felt comfortable here. Ken Leach is a very talented, generous person, who
made me feel welcome, and is an excellent choir director. I feel that the choir adds enormously to the
service, and it is a privilege to be a part of it. I also felt immediately the inclusivity at St Anna's. Father Bill
always spoke of love and of service to the community in every Sunday sermon. For a small congregation, it
gets an enormous amount of work done, in many directions, and it has a very diversified group of individual
members. I'm delighted to be here, and it is a place I can grow both spiritually and as a person. As a
Quaker, from a silent meeting, this is a big change, but it is similar in the commitment to being of service, of
deeply listening to every individual, and of being dedicated to inclusivity. 

         I enjoy participating in Gracious Goodies. Rebecca does a phenomenal job. Sometimes, it is far more
like a feast than a shared snack after service. There are three of us who cook every week, but there are
often others who join in. So, all in all, St. Anna's is a diverse family and I love being a member of it.

Do you have anything to add?

        I would love to see a renewed effort to bringing the Spanish- speaking community back to St. Anna's.
New Orleans has a large Honduran community, and we would all benefit from their energy and kindness.
That is one kind of diversity that we could all greatly benefit from. I would be happy to help in this regard.


