
This piercing question arises in each of the synoptic texts, Matthew, Mark, and Luke. In all 
three reports he asks this shortly after his feeding of the multitudes and he asks this in the 
presence of his Disciples. “But who do you say that I am?” 
 
First, Jesus asks who the crowds think that he is and the answers are readily given and range 
from prophets of old, some Elijah, John the Baptists, and others including Jeremiah. They 
answer quickly and without hesitation. So, we can imagine Jesus sits with that report for a 
moment of time. Then, with an inquisitive and imaginative inquiry he asks, “But, who do 
you say that I am?” That very question has resonated and informed me for my entire life as a 
priest. Perhaps that question imbedded itself into my subconscious well before I was a priest. 
I seem to always be chasing the person I know as Jesus. How about you? 
 
As of now these are some of the random thoughts that I have about Jesus. How do they align 
with your own thoughts? 
 
• I love Jesus in some real yet veiled way.  
• I hope, but wonder, does Jesus love me (am I worthy) even though the evidence is clear 

that he does love me?  
• I believe that Jesus continues to perform miracles, more of a spiritual nature, but in all 

kinds and manner of manifestations.  
• I believe that Jesus is and remains a radical voice and a force for social justice.  
• I do believe that Jesus is a kindred of the Creator (God) and I believe that the doctrine of 

what is called hypostatic union is as good a one as one can imagine. One God in Three 
Persons. I actually think that I understand that piece of theology. But I may be wrong.  

• I believe, therefore, that God is changeable, at least once. At the crucifixion I believe that 
God understood and experienced human suffering and abandonment. What a jolt that 
must have been for the Creator! Perhaps I am treading on a heresy here but that is what I 
believe.  

• I believe in this slippery idea of the Holy Spirit as also a part of the God-Head. I believe 
that such is the life force of the nature and spirit of Jesus along with God working in our 
world today and every day. That force that converts, that force that causes us to 
empathize instead of sympathizing; that mystical sense of being on Holy Ground. That 
unusual feeling that I have when I sit in our church, in the quiet, just looking at our 
statues and taking the whole in, the smell of the place, it is “other-worldly” yet it is on 
any given Sunday after 12:30 p.m.  

• I believe absolutely in the manifestation of Jesus and his very substance in both the body 
and blood in Holy Communion. So, yes, I believe that Jesus is really and truly present 
apart from us in the Reserved Sacrament in that tabernacle that sits behind the altar. It is 
more than sacred it is Jesus and so he remains in tabernacles throughout this world. In 
quiet and solitude until we join him in receiving him bodily.  

 
How do we imagine Jesus in our dreams. Does he reflect our cultural heritages? I recently 
had a discussion with someone who said that I was the first pastor to ever say that Jesus was A
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AnnaGram 
“But who do you say that I am?” 



a man of color. It is true. He very likely looks like the images of so many Palestinians that we 
see on the news every day. I was shocked when he also said that in a religion class when 
asked if Jesus was black the Priest/teacher closed the doors, drew down the shades, and 
whispered, “Yes he was, and don’t ever talk about this again.” So, yes, even then in the 
historic Jesus he is a revolutionary. He may be a vehicle to deconstruct phobias and racism. 
 
This is a season of Lent, so perhaps we are all asked this probing and perhaps disturbing 
question, “Who do you say that I am?” It is troubling isn’t it? If we honestly ask ourselves, 
“who is this person.” Jesus Christ Superstar asks this very question as one of its themes. It is 
perhaps a haunting theme that one may struggle with. Perhaps we might want to quantify our 
belief in Jesus. Do you do that? Do I love him enough? Is what we are saying real or 
imagined? Is he really with me or is he merely a hope? “Who do you say that I am?” It is 
personal and it is quite pointed. It is not the “Who do THEY say that I am?” It is a question directed at the 
Disciples and I believe at each of us who claim Jesus as our own however that may look.  
 
I find myself getting defensive about “my Jesus.” I get infuriated, yes angry, when I witness the weaponization 
of Jesus. When that wandering Jew is characterized as a symbol for white supremacy; when Jesus is used to 
guilt people into a certain way of life; when that Rabbi is misquoted by the religious right in some vain effort 
to confront anything that they do not understand. I hate it when Jesus becomes a Republican or a Democrat. It 
is offensive to all that I hold holy and sacred when Christian Nationalism surfaces: 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How dare they! I will simply leave this part of ‘my Jesus’ at that.  
 
I suppose that Jesus is many things to many people. I hope that the many who find themselves at Saint Anna’s 
will or do believe deeply in the power of Jesus to transform, to heal, to become someone that is very real and 
not abstract. I hope that like me you believe or will come to believe that Holy Communion is Communion with 
God. That such is not just a series of prayers of remembrance but rather a true act by both the community and 
our living God. I know that it seems like a stretch to many but what a reward it is when one believes.  
 
“But who do you say that I am?” perhaps is the true question of Lent. More than a recognition of our mortality 
but rather a questioning of the depth of our own passion for life and the connections that passion has to Jesus. I 
see Jesus in beggars (no really!); I see Jesus in the dying; I see 
Jesus in an old lady of color who offers kindness to a sweet 
white child; I see Jesus in those who show gratitude to God; I 
see Jesus in warriors of social justice like Imam Rafiq Numan 
who joins so many causes for justice and peace (he always has a 
smile for me). I see Jesus in the Tree of Life: Victims of 
Violence Memorial and in those that gaze upon it and are 
transformed, if only for a moment. I have seen Jesus in a dozen 
gay men praying the Lord’s Prayer in a bar over a lost friend. I 
say that Jesus is my friend, my God, my conscience, my 
mystery of life, elusive, yet approachable, a contradiction, and 
an absolute necessity in my life. “Who do you say that I am?” 
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Bedouin photo 
taken 1930 

The “God-given right” to self-defense has become a rallying cry in Texas 
politics, further cementing gun ownership as a holy cause and political 
identity. The state’s Republican leadership has spent decades carrying the 
banner. Texas Tribune 5/29/2022 
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Note: According to Google, Lent is “a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving” and the 
word Lent is from an Old English word meaning “spring”.  
 
I was preparing to write an article to update everyone on the Dodwell House 
renovation when Fr. Bill asked for articles that “reflect on Lent” and how to make this 
a “good” Lent. I was struck with the idea of the work we have been doing with 
Dodwell House as a Lent of sorts. 
 
For the last twelve years we at St. Anna’s have done a lot of praying to lead us on our 
journey with Dodwell House. What would it be used for? Who will it serve? Can we 
take this (financial) leap of faith? The Dodwell Committee prayed for guidance as we 

planned, designed, and implemented a huge renovation project and capital campaign in 2018. The Committee 
prays continuously for further guidance as we’ve moved through the last 5 years of this project. The 
Congregation prays for the work being done. 
 
We have dreamed of the finished Community Center, glorious and grand; and we will have that. Just as in 
Lent, however, we needed to exam our decisions and give up some comforts. “Fasting” in the renovation 
process may mean the difference between pine floors or oak floors, for example. Both are good, one is better. 
Both are good, one is much more expensive. Or the beautiful, expensive light fixture versus the equally 
efficient, beautiful, and less expensive option?  We pray, we contemplate, and we choose “fasting” to show 
our dedication to using our resources wisely and serving others through the finished project. 
 
Who can have a capital campaign without (Alms)giving? So many generous people have gotten us to within 
$500,000 of our $5.2 million dollar project. While it is easy to say the large donors have pushed us farther, 
the donors who gave $5 or $25 are no less important and no less a blessing. They each gave willingly 
according to their means, a 
sacrifice to support St. Anna’s 
work in the community… 
God’s work. 
 
Just as with Lent, we look 
forward to spring, to something 
that rises. Resurrected from 
death by neglect, the Dodwell 
House Community Resource 
Center will rise this year as a 
beckon of hope and possibility 
to our parish, our neighbors, 
and our community.   
 
Yes, a good Lent indeed.  
 
(If you would like to support 
the Dodwell House Capital 
Campaign, please go to 
www.dodwellhouse.org) 
 
The Coffee Shop and 

Diana Meyers Vestry 
Member 

A Twelve-Year Lent 

file:///C:/Users/Fr.%20Bill/Downloads/www.dodwellhouse.org


Confirmation/Reception 2023 

The Rt. Rev. Shannon Duckworth Presiding  

Our Newest Members 

Elizabeth Worsham Hofheinz      Confirmed 

Cairo Jackson        Confirmed 

Kaila Dominique Barattini      Received 

Cavin M. Davis        Received 

Sheldon Forrest Stockstill, Jr.      Confirmed 

Anna Lauren Haun        Confirmed 

Jessica Starling        Confirmed 

Tristan Ranner        Confirmed 



“When I have fears that I may cease to be” 
 

A little over a hundred years ago, Sigmund Freud wrote that every human action is inspired by one of two 
forces: eros or thanatos - that is to say, Love or Death. Whether you agree with him or not, it’s pretty safe 
to say  that love and death are the major forces behind much of what we do and why we do it; nowhere is 
this more evident than in the arts. In fact, it’s hard to think  of a song or a film or a play or a novel that 
doesn't deal with at least one of these as themes. I’d like to offer a poem that deals with both. 

 

It was written by a young man who is dying. 

 

He's thinking about how all the things he was really looking forward to in life - traveling, becoming a great 
poet, spending time with the person he loved - probably weren't going to happen. 

 

It's a poem about how sometimes we only discover what is most important to us when we're faced with the 
prospect of letting it go. 

 

By John Keats 

 

When I have fears that I may cease to be  

  Before my pen has glean’d my teeming brain,  

Before high piled books, in charact’ry,  

  Hold like rich garners the full-ripen’d grain;  

When I behold, upon the night’s starr’d face,  

  Huge cloudy symbols of a high romance,  

And think that I may never live to trace  

  Their shadows, with the magic hand of chance;  

And when I feel, fair creature of an hour!  

  That I shall never look upon thee more,  

Never have relish in the faery power  

  Of unreflecting love!—then on the shore  

Of the wide world I stand alone, and think  

Till Love and Fame to nothingness do sink. 

 

The above text and commentary was offered by Lori Ranner, Clerk, Vestry of St. Anna’s . Thank you Lori 



A Community Church:  After our Confirmation Mass. As a community church we pride ourselves in this 
singular anthem "All are welcomed. None are shunned." This was a difficult day for Miss Rhonda Roget aka 
Ronald White (below center). Retirement can be difficult. But if you have a church and it has space it should 
always be used for the community. Drag in church? Why not we clerics have been doing it for centuries. I say 
that with some bit of jest but really it hurts no one. It helps many for many reasons and we only hope that this 
was a successful event. Hats off to Elizabeth Bouvier and the others who help put this on. You were a delight 
to work with and a special thanks to Kirk Toups who helped coordinate on behalf of the St. Anna's Episcopal 
Church.  

 

Earn $50 and help a student earn her Ph.D. in 30 minutes! 
The purpose of this study is to learn how patients and their doctors and nurses interact. We hope to improve communication between 

doctors, nurses, and their patients so that everyone is on the same page.  

 

Join the Medical Communication study: 

Watch a 4-minute video 
Take 2 tests 

Have 2 conversations 
Profit! 

(Must be between 40-70 years old to participate) 

For more information, please email Rachel Fiore at rfior1@lsuhsc.edu, or call 504-568-4350. 
I will be happy to run the study on a Sunday after church, or at my office in the Health 
Sciences Center.  

mailto:rfior1@lsuhsc.edu


Sunday School for All? 
 
One of the outcomes of our Vestry Retreat was a sense that Saint Anna’s needs to improve our Christian 
Formation and Education programming across generational lines. That means Sunday School for our children 
or the children that have yet to come. It means a series of Adult Education offerings either on weeknights or 
Sunday mornings. Historically Saint Anna’s has offered both at various times over the past two decades. This 
is what is needed: 
 
A nursery attendant as a paid position to watch little one’s ages infants to toddlers (about 5 or six years old). 
We should have another volunteer in the room to help them. Can you help me to put this together? 
 
I need to know what you want for adult education. I am always a believer in Bible studies using various 
curriculum or methods. But what do you want? Send me an email or catch me after mass and let me know. 
Write it down if you can because that is always helpful.  
 
Adolescent Sunday School. Dr. Davis and I are working on a way to offer this to Anna’s Place kids as well as 
our own kids. If you have any good ideas or if you are willing to give one Sunday a month to assist with this 
goal please reach out and let us know. Email rector@stannanola.org.  
 
When we make our Baptismal covenant we make a promise as a community to teach the faith to each other 
and to our children. I strongly encourage us, as a community, to live 
into this Baptismal promise:  
 
BCP 302 to parents and God parents 
 
“Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought 
up in the Christian faith and life?”  
 
BCP 304-305 The Congregation 
 
“Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in the prayers?” 
 
“Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 
Christ?” 
“Will you seek to serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself?” 
 
In summary, it is not only a ministry but a duty that we owe to the 
world. So that someday someone might say that they, “stand on the 
shoulders of the ancestors who delivered the faith to them.” 

mailto:rector@stannanola.org


“Saint Anna's Episcopal Church”  is a registered AmazonSmile charity. So, 
as you do any Amazon shopping please consider going through Amazon 
Prime. Vicki Terry, Diana Meyers, and Sean McLoughlin all do and we are 

thrilled to do it. Buy in the same way and give to a great cause. Book mark it 
and use it because it works.  

DEVOTIONAL SOCIETIES AND GUILDS have long been a part of the Episcopal Church and Church of 
England. Such societies and guilds rose in prominence in the middle 17th to the end of the 18th centuries each 
being formed and informed by what the church was experiencing at that time: colonialism and evangelism, 
ritual revisions, Anglo Catholicism etc. Here are a list of societies that exist today that may be of interest to 
you. If one is let me know it is always possible to start a local chapter if there is not one already: 

 

The Society of Mary www.somarica.org 

The Guild of the Living Rosary contact guildlivingrosary@gmail.com 

The Guild of All Souls www.guildofallsouls.net  

The Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament www.confraternityusa.org  

The Society of Our Lady of Walsingham:  
https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/membership/the-society-of-our-lady-of-walsingham/ 

 
Finally a great resource for this type of thing and more is found here: 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/who-we-are/religious-orders-and-christian-communities/ 

http://www.somarica.org
mailto:guildlivingrosary@gmail.com
http://www.guildofallsouls.net
http://www.confraternityusa.org
https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/membership/the-society-of-our-lady-of-walsingham/
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Anna’s Place NOLA - Hope•Equity•Dignity 



On the first weekend of February, after a strong cold snap came to visit, sixteen of us gathered at the Solomon 
Episcopal Conference Center in Robert Louisiana. If you have never been it is a lovely facility and one the 
Diocese can be proud of. It offers comfortable rooms, a lovely lodge, good meeting rooms and spaces. There is 
a lake that wraps around the compound of lodging and lodge. It enjoys a lovely chapel, a bridge with a gazebo, 
a swimming pool with outdoor covered picnic space. They also have a one eye pooch that greets everyone and 
allows a brief scratch. His name is Teddy. The staff is welcoming and helpful and the dining hall offers good, 
in fact well above average food. So, it is a great place for your Vestry to meet.  
 
Our Vestry meetings included brainstorming, telling stories, planning a future, listening with intentionality, 
and team building. We began our time together in prayer and we shared a bit of our own spiritual 
autobiographies. “When were you first aware of God or the other?” It was a quiet and holy time together. We 
enjoyed a Eucharist together and began to know each other more deeply. This particular Vestry Retreat held 
great promise, great power, and great depth. I have only been on one retreat years ago that came anywhere 
near the depth and usefulness of this retreat. I say usefulness because relationships are useful, as are visions, 
wisdom, challenges, and agreements they are all useful to this end: it beckons the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
 
Here follows are reflections from some of our attendees: 
 
 
Karen Judge: Retreat Weekend Reflection 
 
As I was reflecting on our recent Vestry Retreat, I am thankful for such a spiritually enlightening weekend. 
 
As a Vestry, along with program directors, we shared our spiritual experiences and humbly prayed together. 
We got to know each other on a personal level. We shared our hopes and dreams for St. Anna’s as we 
approach the upcoming transitioning from Fr. Bill to a new Rector. 
 
As Senior Warden, I am enthusiastic to work with sucha a talented and dedicated group that is our Vestry. 
Wear are all poised to do the work of managing the years upcoming events, from the opening of Dodwell 
House, Anna’s Place expansion, Fr. Bill’s retirement to selecting a new Rector. I have confidence in theis 
Vestry, as well as in the Search Committee, to accomplish these goals.  
 
May God grant us peace, Karen Judge.  
 
Rusty Downing: Retreat Weekend Reflection 
 
My reflection of the 2023 Vestry retreat is one of inspiration and renewed excitement for St. Anna’s church. 
The weekend was much better than I had originally anticipated.  
 
I got to really learn more about my fellow vestry members on a more personal level than just seeing them at 
church or in our monthly meetings. The individuals that make up this vestry have such unique skills and 
wonderful energy and a common goal of making St. Anna’s the best parish to worship in in the entire diocese. 
 
Although the weekend was filled with hard goal setting meetings, time was allotted for us to get to know each 
other and/or spend some alone time for reflection if needed. The balanced agenda, along with the delicious 
food provided by the Solomon Center’s kitchen staff, made for a much more enjoyable weekend. I’m so 
excited to be a member of St. Anna’s Episcopal Church. We rock! 

 
 
 
 

Vestry Retreat 2023 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill Glew: Retreat Weekend Reflection 
 
 
During my years as a vestry member at Episcopal parishes in Washington, D.C., New York City, and now at St. Anna’s, I’ve 
regularly attended annual vestry retreats.  Retreats offer a chance for the vestry to step back, take account, and try to figure out, as 
representatives of the parishioners who elected them, how to serve God and God’s people.  These are all good things necessary to the 
health and success of the parish. 
 
What made this year’s vestry retreat special – make that thrilling!! – was that Dodwell House is shortly to become a beautiful, 
welcoming home to a greatly expanded Anna’s Place and programs and activities serving our beloved community.  The vestry was 
privileged to hear and to learn from Dr. Cavin Davis, Darryl Durham, Cairo Jackson, and Kristie about the work they’re already 
doing to help children and youth in St. Anna’s community live up to their God-given potential in the face of challenges rooted in 
systemic racism and poverty.  Their passion leaves no doubt that we will succeed in scaling up the carefully thought-out programs 
that have already made a difference in innumerable lives.   
 
I have to admit that when I joined St. Anna’s five years ago, and soon got involved with the Dodwell House Committee, I wasn’t sure 
how we were going to get to our goal.  Apologies to Father Terry and to Darryl for not having as much faith in their vision as I should 
have!  It gives me comfort to know that Thomas doubted, and Peter started to sink into the sea.  For now, I give thanks for the many 
people who are making Dodwell House and the programs it will house a reality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: Cavin Davis, Jim McMillan, Laurie Ranner, Bill Glew, Susan Redick, Ed Collins, Darryl Durham,        
Rusty Downing, Luigi Mandile, Karen Judge, Cairo Jackson, Kirk Toups, Kristie Eugene, and Fr. Bill Terry 



 Jim McMillan: Retreat weekend reflection. 
 
We've recently returned from our Vestry retreat, which was of particular 
importance given all of the changes that are happening in our church and 
missions this year. While there was a bit of sadness given that this was 
Father Bill's last hurrah (as he reminded us, sometimes with a slight 
giggle), what struck me was how there was a bundle of energy throughout 
all of the discussions over the weekend. Those ranged across the mundane 
aspects of church operations to a review of our history and where we all 
thought the church and its missions were headed, however, each focused on 
how we were currently meeting the needs of our congregation and 
community, how we could expand on our successes and where there 
continued to be unmet needs that we should strive to meet.  
 
I know that I am guilty of getting mired in the news of the day and assuming that our fate as a society is to be 
stuck in acrimony and stagnation, but that wasn't the case for this retreat. It was also, this being St. Anna's, a 
retreat full of people with different backgrounds, life experiences and a broad set of views on how to approach 
the upcoming changes, which serves us well in crafting our service and outreach to meet people where they are. 
That's opposed to other committees, where the solutions are tailor made to sound great on paper and then go 
precisely nowhere. The retreat was a excellent showcase of people listening and planning on how to meet the 
challenges of our community. 
 
The other part of the retreat that has stuck with me is just how interesting we all are as individuals. Having a 
full weekend to visit and talk with each other uncovered a host of stories that gave me a deeper appreciation for 
the people who make up our church. It also left me with that same sense of appreciation that I got from our 
discussions that we have a great group of people who are committed to doing the work that is before us over 
the upcoming years. 
 
Lori Ranner: Retreat weekend reflection. 
 
This year, our Vestry Retreat tackled a tremendous variety of topics: testimony to the equally tremendous 
scope of our little church’s vision, and the ministries in which that vision is made manifest. Among these, 
many touched in some way on the ideal of radical inclusion, fashioned with Christ himself as our model.  

 

In the context of a presentation on the state of LGBTQ+ outreach in our parish and diocese, I was moved to 
reflect on the ways in which this outreach, vibrant and unique though it may be, can be both expanded and 
improved.  

 

One of the most endearing aspects of St. Anna’s is an inveterate habit of setting itself heroic goals -and then 
achieving them. In this way we are the parochial equivalent of the little tailor, ready to take on the wicked 
giants of the world with nothing but a pair of scissors and smarts.  

In addressing this topic, it may be useful to  spend a few moments pondering the acronym itself. In the last half
-century, thanks to the work of both scientists and humanists, our understanding of human sexuality has 
evolved, become ever richer, and more subtle for every new discovery or advance - whether that be in the 
context of the human psyche or physiology, or of the continuity and changes of human experience across the 
ages.  

 

Some of the most important of these discoveries, in terms of their potential impact, were those of pioneers like 
Alfred Kinsey and Fritz Klein, whose work addressed the complexities of human sexual orientation, and in 
doing so, forever discredited the simplistic and exclusive binary of “gay” and “straight.” The result was an 
understanding based on a continuum rather than dichotomy, with room for many different degrees and 
expression of sexual attraction. 



 Now, at this point, I grant that there may be a bit of eye-rolling among the readership. After all, such 
information is probably old news to most people  at St. Anna’s - however, I beg your indulgence for a few 
more sentences. 

 

The work of Kinsey and Klein, and of many others  in similar fields not only revolutionized our understanding 
of human sexuality in the abstract; particularly for  those individuals who identify as members of the bisexual/
pansexual spectrum, it was a key component in understanding ourselves. So long as an either/or mentality is 
applied to sexual orientation, people who are attracted to more than one sex are delegitimized and largely 
erased. Many of the negative stereotypes regarding bi+ people (they are greedy, confused, liars, cowards, 
traitors, etc.) and the discriminatory and hurtful behaviors arising from them, can be traced back to the belief 
that there are only two options, gay or straight, to choose from.  This type of binarism lingers in popular culture 
as well as in scholarship. It seems to be very difficult for many people to accept that someone like Caravaggio, 
for example, or Bessie Smith,  might have been genuinely attracted to both men and women, instead of one 
type of attraction being explained away as social dictate, moral obligation, or cultural cover for the other. 

 

By contrast, many pre-modern cultures enjoyed  a far more flexible understanding than that current in 19th and 
20th century America, and as a result, someone like Plutarch could describe his own thoughts on the matter 
thus, without anyone taking much notice:  “The noble lover of beauty engages in love wherever he finds 
excellence, and splendid natural endowment without any regard for differences in physiological detail…
instead of supposing that males and females are as different in matters of love as they are in their clothes.” 

 

It has taken a long time indeed for us to approach Plutarch’s comfort level, and that of the Greco-Roman 
society in which he lived, with bi/pansexuality. Films and books such as the recent YA series, Heartstopper,  
which are hailed as a great step forward for bi representation, would have seemed to someone like Plutarch as a 
statement of the obvious.  

 

One of the very first things I noticed about St. Anna’s, on my initial tentative foray through its doors, was the 
banner that hangs above our entrance proclaiming a welcome for all. On this banner, “LGBT” becomes more 
than a set of uncontextualized letters. Someone had the wisdom to spell out the true meaning behind each letter. 
Such a simple thing as encountering this banner at the entrance of our church made me feel seen, loved, 
recognized in my uniqueness - and doubtless for many other Gay, Lesbian, and Transgender people it has had a 
similar effect. Such a tiny gesture; such enormous benefit to individual lives.  

 

Moving forward, I would like to promote this kind of radical inclusion of all members of the LGBTQ+ 
community in the life and ministries of St. Anna’s. In our communications, as in our activities, I would like to 
encourage us as a corporate body to be intentional; to abjure binary terminology and the limiting mentality it 
entails (this statement can equally be applied to exclusively  binary language  regarding gender). Bi/pansexual 
people make up the largest component numerically  of the LGBTQ+ community, and the most recent studies 
indicate that more young people feel free to  identify themselves as bi/pan than ever before. Let’s make our 
LGBTQ+ ministry even more comprehensive and diversified.  

 

For example, many LGBTQ+ young people, both Christian and non-Christian, live in hostile environments 
with no resources and little support or understanding in matters of sexual orientation or gender identity, either 
at home or school. How can we help them know the love of God, and to recognize the sacredness of their 
selves? Let’s make intentional room for all families, whatever orientations and identities they represent, and in 
so doing let’s make an effort to offer more LGBTQ+-focused activities that are child-friendly. Let’s continue 
signaling to  bi/pan folks,  as well as all members of the LGBTQ+ spectrum, that they are seen, recognized, and 
loved. In matters like this, St. Anna’s has never been content to rest on its laurels. Because we are doing more 
than other parishes is precisely the  reason why we should strive to exceed our own expectations and previous 
goals. I believe that here we find yet another great opportunity as a parish community to prove that we live our 
motto, All are welcome, none are shunned. 



Clergy Conferences 

 

Several times a year the clergy are called by the Bishop to a conference. It is usually an evening, a day, and a 
morning. During that time a guest speaker will offer us wisdom, biblical, structural, managerial, any number 
of topics. It is also most importantly a time to gather and to build, or renew, or instill in us a sense of 
collegiality. We share stories and ask advice of each other. This past January was no different. Later in the 
evening after all of the scheduled events had unfolded several of us spontaneously joined around an outdoor 
fire, sang a little, some drank a little, but we mostly told stories and laughed a lot. It was quite an energizing 
time. It was a time that helps to refresh our spirits and to know that so many others are walking the way—it 
combats spiritual isolation and creats a greater sense of our catholic promise. It is good to be a member of the 
clergy in the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana.  

Welcome our new Sexton 
 
 

Michael Kelly moved to Nola from Pensacola FL. Sev-
eral years ago. He has been a Massage Therapist for 
23yrs. He continues his practice as he also does the 
work for Saint Anna’s.  
 
Michael is a sometimes member of St. Anna’s Church 
as parishioner.  
 
Michael describes himself as....."I'm the weirdest person 
I know; Wink!" 



DODWELL HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT to the Vestry 3/6/2023 
 
 

Budget: Unofficially Over ~$125,000 ($45K is related to dependency structural damage) 
 
Timeline: June 12 is the expected partial finish date; It was hoped to be June 1st to allow Summer Camp to 
move in.  100% completion not expected until August.  The building will be available for use for Fr. Bill’s re-
tirement party on July 23rd. 
 
Site Work: Grading of grounds is currently occurring. 
  
Paint/Tile: Almost all rooms within the Main House have one coat of paint. Rooms are various colors, staying 
within the historic context.  The exterior will be painted a dark red shade. Bathroom tile installation planned 
for the next 2-3 weeks. Wood flooring ordered and due to arrive mid-March. 
 
Plaster Crown: We have a fully restored plaster crown molding in the Yellow Room, and it's beautiful! The 
rest of the (foam replica) crown molding will be installed soon.   
 
Rear Deck: Work currently in progress, including handrails and installation of the wheelchair.  
 
Dependency: Repairs continue on joists and outriggers.   
 
Mechanical/Utilities: HVAC and Fire Rated Equipment installation in progress. Waiting for light fixtures to 
arrive. Electricity being hooked up next week. Uniti Fiber contracted and will install their cables in about a 
month or so. 
 
Landscaping: currently being reviewed by committee 
 
Kitchen and Apartment Appliances: items chosen and ordering will take place in the upcoming weeks. 
 
Historic Marker: bronze marker for the front of the house is being ordered 
 
Grand Opening – Committee will be planning event(s) for September or October when all work is completed.  
 
Security: No further break-ins or incidents. We continue to have a guard on duty each night (12 hours), and all 
day & night on weekends. 





Look deep enough underneath any 
horizontal human-against-human 
injustice and you will always find a 
vertical human-against-God injustice, a 
refusal to give the Creator the worship 
only the Creator is due. All injustice is a 
violation of the first commandment. 
Thaddeus Williams 
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Your Vestry 
 

If you have suggestions, need some help, or simply want to 
chat for a bit then get to know your Vestry. They are here to 
lead and to serve.  

 

Bottom Row: 

Lori Ranner—Clerk of the Vestry 

Darryl Durham  

Diana Meyers  

Susan Redick 

Ed Collins—Junior Warden 

Top Row: 

Jim McMillan Treasurer 

Bill Glew Search Committee Co-Chair 

Karen Judge Sr. Warden; Search Committee Co-Chair 

Absent: 

Kirk Toups Junior Warden Emeritus 

Rusty Downing 



 

ADULT LENTEN TEACHING SERIES:   
The Hebrew Bible (Old Testament): A Jewish Perspective for Christian Listeners 

 
This class will study significant texts from the Hebrew Bible from both historical and modern 
Jewish perspectives. We will consider new interpretations of  well-known stories from the Torah/
Pentateuch, also exploring the Priestly sacrificial system, prophetic visions of  social justice, and 
poetic mythologies. We will discuss what the HB meant for Jews 
2,700 years ago, and how these texts remain alive in Judaism today. 
 
Jason Gaines, PhD, is a professor of  Hebrew Bible at Tulane 
University, where he is also Undergraduate Director of  Jewish 
Studies. He is co-chair of  Jewish Pride New Orleans, an LGBTQ 
social action organization. He lives in the French Quarter.  

 

Stay tuned for more information: As imagined this will be for five sessions. 
Each session will be on a Wednesday night. We will offer a very short 
abbreviated contemplative Eucharist followed by a “meatless soup and bread” 
as a Lenten meal and our discussion. 

Eucharist at 6:00 p.m. Discussion and Meal at 6:30 p.m.  

Creation Care  
We are excited! 
 
Starting in Lent we will begin 
our journey in Creation Care by 
eliminating polystyrene 
products and replacing them 
with sustainable service items. 
You will note the use of 
reusable coffee cups and 
silverware. That is a start.  
 
In order to help make this 
transition sustainable we ask 
you to simply place your used 
dishes in the service trays (grey 
plastic) for washing on 
Monday. Before doing so 
please empty them throw away 
any remaining food or paper 
products so that  our Sexton 
can quickly and efficiently 
clean them. What a great thing 
this is.  



 

 
Greetings from the Finance Committee 
 
We're going to be covering a number of topics throughout the year in the AnnaGram, so if there's anything that 
you have questions on that's finance related, let us know and we will do our best to address it. The topic at 
hand today is donating vs. pledging for St. Anna's.  That term is used frequently but could probably use some 
clarification. 
 
Pledging is committing to give a set amount over a period of time to the church or its missions (Generally, we 
think of that as the annual pledge, so the amount you commit to give to St. Anna's over the next year) Dona-
tions are amounts that aren't specifically pledged (those can take the form of dollars put in the plate on Sunday 
or an extra check for St. Anna's during the year) 
 
The major difference between both is that pledging helps us to plan for our year more effectively than dona-
tions. Similar to all of us, the Church plans out the year to see what we will need to spend to continue our regu-
lar services and supporting our mission work. We also try to budget some amounts for repairs and other unex-
pected expenses so that we can fix plumbing, cover increased insurance costs and other unexciting but vital 
parts of keeping the church operating. As you'd expect, having a better idea of what amounts we will receive 
through the year helps us to make better decisions throughout the year. In a typical year, the amounts actually 
received by the General Fund can be between 15-30% more than what is pledged. Imagine trying to plan a 
budget and not knowing for certain that you are going to have an extra 1/3 on top of your normal monthly in-
come.  
 
To give a specific example, during the summer months, when there is generally a lull in attendance and giving, 
we do our best to avoid major repairs and work to defer those repairs until the fall. However, if we have a 
clearer picture of our full giving for the year and know that our spring and fall pledges will make up for any 
summer decline, we can actually schedule major repairs in the summer (when the church is not as full and it 
may be cheaper to complete them) and plan to save that money during the spring and fall to cover those re-
pairs.  
 
To be clear, everything we do is possible because of our collective support for the church and missions, 
pledged and donated, financially or otherwise.  However, if you do know what you plan to give and can share 
that with us through a pledge, it lets us be even more effective stewards of your gifts. 
 
Jim McMillan, Treasurer 

Pledging vs. Donating 



Buckle up it’s  

THE QUIXOTIC DEACON  
A Lenten Litany  

By The Rev. Deacon Buck Close 

As my long-suffering wife will attest, I am somewhat psychotic when it comes to the season of Lent. To me it’s 
the very heart of the church year. It gives Christians a chance to evaluate what is important in their lives and 
what isn’t. It is an ancient season dating from the earliest years of the Church. 
  
The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and it be-
came the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence and fasting.  Book of Common 
Prayer pp 264-5 
  
The 40 days of Lent (Sundays don’t count) also mirror Christ’s 40 days in the wilderness where he was tempted 
and tested. So Lent is a time of being tested. During our time in the wilderness of Lent, we are admonished by 
the Church to use these practices in order to keep a Holy Lent:  
  
• Self-examination and repentance 
• Prayer 
• Fasting 
• Self-denial 
• Reading and meditating on God’s holy Word 
  
What makes Lent somewhat difficult for me is the task of  discerning how I will use these five disciplines to 
become more fully human and less wrapped up in myself during Lent. And, of course, it goes without saying 
that the lessons of a Lent well-lived should inform life post Lent.  
  
Before I go any further, let me assure you that I am no better at this Lent business than you are. But I might 
worry about it more!  
  
If you think I’m about to reveal my Lenten plan for this year, you will be disappointed. We are expressly ad-
monished not to reveal our sacrifices, prayers, etc., by the reading of Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 on Ash Wednes-
day.  Bragging about one’s Lenten discipline would really negate any discipline one has expended. It is sort of 
common sense. It’s between you and God — and She is not going to reveal your secrets.  
  
It occurred to me during my thinking about Lent that it would be wonderful if our nation observed a national 
Lent. It would be possible to merge the major tenets of Christianity, Judaism, and Islam to come up with com-
mon goals for our national Lent. What would we find out about ourselves if we engaged in self-examination and 
repentance? What would we pray for as a nation? What should we fast from? What should we deny ourselves? 
What, other than our three great books (Torah, Bible, Koran) should we read and meditate on?  You will have 
your answers to those questions and I will have mine. The nation would respond with many disparate voices. 
Some will challenge the need for self-examination and repentance at the outset.  
  
If you are of the Episcopal or Anglican persuasion, you might be familiar with a sort of prayer, often used in 
Lent, called a Litany of Penitence. The one we use on Ash Wednesday can be found on pages 267-8 of The 

Book of Common Prayer. If you don’t have this book, you can find the Litany of Penitence near the end of the 
Ash Wednesday liturgy online at: 
  

https://www.bcponline.org/SpecialDays/ashwed.html 
  
Given my affection for this Litany of Penitence, I thought I might take a stab at writing one appropriate for my 
proposed national Lenten season. It could be read by the president at a joint session of Congress each Ash 
Wednesday. Here’s what I came up with. 
 

https://thequixoticdeacon.com/
https://www.bcponline.org/SpecialDays/ashwed.html


 National Litany of Penitence 
  
We have strayed from the founding principle that all men are created equal and created a society in which be-
ing born poor is the surest path to a life of poverty. 
 Have Mercy on us, Lord 
  
We have neglected the least fortunate among us and robbed them of hope while we have done the bidding of 
the rich and powerful. 
 Have Mercy on us, Lord 
  
We have refused to fully acknowledge our great national sin of chattel slavery and ignored its continuing con-
tamination of our national life. 
 Have Mercy on us, Lord 
  
We have put corporate profits and the interests of the wealthy above the greater good, leading to hardship for 
the working poor, unequal access to healthcare, the death of the union movement, and government by corpo-
rate lobbyists/fundraisers. 
 Have Mercy on us, Lord 
  
We have allowed gun manufacturers and their lobbyists to turn our country into a shooting gallery where no 
one is safe and to buy our elected representatives’ votes with the profit from the sale of more guns.  
 Have Mercy on us, Lord 
  
We have ignored the imminent peril to our planet caused by global warming in order to enrich the sharehold-
ers and executives of the fossil fuel giants. 
 Have Mercy on us, Lord 
  
Despite being a nation of immigrants we have turned our backs on today’s refugees and immigrants and visit-
ed cruel measures on those who come to us for succor. 
 Have Mercy on us, Lord 
  
We have used our military might to engage in wars that slaughter innocent people and enrich the titans of the 
military-industrial complex — about which we were warned over a half century ago.  
 Have Mercy on us, Lord 
  
Despite our shortcomings we have proclaimed to ourselves and the world that we are the greatest nation in the 
world and in history, thereby displaying our hubris alongside our ignorance, while revealing that we are with-
out humility.  
 Have Mercy on us, Lord 
  
We have denied equal rights to citizens on the basis of their gender or sexual identities, rendering them sec-
ond-class citizens in their own country. 
 Have Mercy on us, Lord 
  
We have established a religion — capitalism — that is at odds with our founding principles. There is no sepa-
ration of this religion from this state.  
Have Mercy on us, Lord 
  
Amen 
  
I am certain that some people (maybe most people) will complain that these declarations are too critical of  
our great land. And they may be for some. But this is a Litany of Penitence, like the one we say on Ash 
Wednesday; so it is a litany of things for which we repent! It is not the time to pat ourselves on the back. Of 
course there are great things to say about our country. For one, it’s a great place to be rich! 



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing 

relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates 

the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the 

Gospel manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment 

and hospitality. " 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

PRAYERS IN THE SEASON OF LENT 
 

Prayer of Transition and Change 
 

O Lord, 
You are the light that guides our feet. 

You are the map that gives us direction. 
You are the peace that makes us strong. 

You are the leader whom we faithfully follow. 
May your light illuminate our lives. 

And your guidance bring direction to our work. 
May we find inspiration in your Word, 

And peace in our hearts as we follow you. 
AMEN. 

 
FOR A WORLD IN DISTRESS 

We pray for the more than 220 million people wandering the face of our earth searching for safety, stability, 
work and basic human needs. We pray in sorrow for the hostility they often endure and for the exploitation 
and violence that crushes their souls. We pray that their search for welcome and peace be fulfilled with 
compassion of the nations and the support of all believers in God. We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever, Amen. 
 

FAITH IN ADVERSITY 
"O Divine Truth, You give so much strength to the soul which clothes itself with You, that it never falters 
under the weight of adversity beneath the burden of troubles and temptations, but in every struggle it gains a 
great victory. I am wretched because I have not followed You, O Eternal Truth; hence I am so weak that in 
every least tribulation I fall.”   -- St Catherine of Siena 

 
REST 

Jesus, I am stressed. 
Help me to accept your invitation to come and receive the rest I need. 

Help me to willingly release my fear, my worries, my agenda and my to-do list. 
Ease the tension and replenish my body. 

Silence the voices of doubt and speak your words of truth. 
Remove the heaviness of my day and pour out abundantly into my life. 

Fill me with your peace, joy and love. 
Fill me until the overwhelm is consumed by your grace and my life reflects the beauty of resting in you. 

Amen. 
 

– Dr. Saundra Dalton-Smith 


