
There is a litany of terrors throughout the world today; there is a litany of terrors within 
our own country. Uncertainty is apparently the norm for we the powerless. But are we 
powerless? Naming sin and sources of disquietude are the first steps in taking back 
power. Indeed, the powerful remain so only because we do not confront them. The 
euphemism today is to “speak truth to power.” Yet even a local radio show hosts uses 
that phrase and he represents power. The Church is the precise forum to start the 
business of wresting power from those that abuse it. It is the forum to name sin; it is the 
gathering of people who share at least this one common experience, “faith.”  
 
To claim that the ministry of Jesus was not political is to dismiss much of what the 
Gospels tell us about Jesus. The sermons on the plain and mount in Luke and Matthew 
were and remain political statements. The Song of Mary is theological, spiritual, faithful 
to her heritage and political. The politics of the Gospel become muddled and dicey 
when Jesus is weaponized for the purposes of exclusion and condemnation. The Gospels 
must and do always invite relationship with the creator, but those same Gospels are 
always quick to point out that those who are in power economically, religiously, or 
socially are most at risk of falling out of relationship with the Creator and being in 
relationship with wealth, ego, and privilege. In fact as the “Christian Right” has shown, 
Church per se can find itself on either side of the coin of justice.  
 
The task for our church is to make clear the truth of Jesus. The task of our church is to 
make clear his proclamation of inclusivity and love beyond the confines of our own 
emotions. “Love thy neighbor as thyself” is an action statement not necessarily an 
existential statement. When we behave and act in love we begin to separate ourselves 
from “You Christians!” We begin to travel the road that so many Saints like Pauli 
Murray did rather than the holocaust of the Inquisition. Saint Anna’s by its very being 
rights the Christian ship.  
 
How do we do this? We do so in an immersive experiential way that results in sacred 
action. Our ritual, High Church, speaks in many visceral and visual ways of our love of 
each of the persons of the Holy Trinity. The care that is taken during the consecration of 
the most basic of elements bread and wine into the body and blood of Jesus speaks 
volumes. Our approach is not to dismiss any movement of hand or body as irrelevant. 
When the host is touched it is with awe and wonder. When the wine is consumed it is 
refreshing and life giving. When we kneel, we say something about our relationship to 
our Creator and the Creators divine Son. Yet, at Saint Anna’s, the ritual seems somehow 
accessible and not exclusionary (always a risk with High Church ritual). Rather the 
drama of the mass seems to invite one into the mystery of faith. When we join “Laudate 
Dominium” with doggies in the pews; when we sit cheek by jowl trans and cis gen; 
when we laugh at our mistakes; when we recite the rosary and sing “Go down Moses” 
we make the mass and our High ritual unique and accessible. It is Saint Anna’s Mass 
and we begin to prepare for the world around us.  
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AnnaGram 
A World in Flux: “Go forth into the world…” 



We are tempted to say that we are the voice for the voiceless in social Gospel driven justice. But that would be 
wrong. In Luke 14:8-14 we learn that intentionally sitting in the best spot at a banquet or in false humility 
taking the least spot in hopes of being invited to a better spot is a form of vanity. So is our phrase “we speak 
for the voiceless.” Everyone has a voice, and our job is to walk with the so called voiceless until they are 
heard. Not by our words but by their words. Jesus continues to teach in Luke 14: 8-14 by instructing the host 
immediately after the Banquet metaphor that he should invite “the poor, crippled, the lame, the blind.” So, we 
at Saint Anna’s must invite all to have a voice in this noisy world. We must and do remain on the right side of 
the Gospels; we remain servants of our God.  
 
We should be like a great choir, perhaps like the Edwin Hawkins singers. We are the chorus behind the lead 
singer ringing out “Going to my Fathers House!” (YouTube it...fantastic!) 
 
The horizon in this age is filled with challenges. The Voters Rights Act of 1964 is being dismantled piece by 
piece. The right to privacy afforded under Roe vs. Wade has been stuck down. Will Obergefell v. Hodges be 
reversed? Perhaps. Teaching the real and rich history of this nation, as they say “warts and all” is under 
assault. Remember naming a sin removes its control over you or at least begins to. In New York State Rifle 
and Pistol Association v. Bruen the Courts inhibited gun control laws . What is next? Where is your “right to 
life” here?  
 
As I write “Right to Life” we cannot but mention the delicate and Gospel driven way in which the Episcopal 
Church has crafted its doctrine as respects abortion. While it holds that autonomy and ones privacy are of 
utmost importance and at the end of the day the central position of the doctrine, it equally and clearly states 
that life begins at inception and that life is sacred. Our doctrine does not use a butcher’s cleaver but rather a 
theological scalpel. The Episcopal Doctrine is elegant in that it does not demonize nor marginalize anyone for 
their very private and personal perspective. Like our ritual there is elegance here. It respects the dignity of 
every human being.  
 
If the paragraphs of noted court cases seemed to wander from the central theme of this essay, I would suggest 
that they simply give a context for the challenges to the real Jesus and the Jesus Movement. We do not seek to 
weaponize Jesus as some meme but rather to live into the fullness and complexity of Jesus’ teaching.  
 
Church is important. Church community is important for the soul and for conscience. Church and her ritual 
point us in the direction of care for community, care for each other, care for our siblings who walk The Way or 
have taken their own path. We respect the dignity of every human being. No other institution or community 
can lay claim to our ethos or our way of being. We gather, we bend the knee, we are revitalized in a safe space 
that worships a living God. We are then sent into the world to struggle to wrestle with our faith and our dreams 
or even our nightmares. But we are sent with this message, “Go into the world to Love and Serve the Lord.” 
That means a lot.  
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Some of Our Social Justice Roots 
 
 
The social liberalism of liberal Anglo-Catholics can be seen in an association with Christian socialism. With 
regard to Christian socialism, Frederick Denison Maurice in 1849 said, "I seriously believe that Christianity is 
the only foundation of Socialism, and that a true Socialism is the necessary result of a sound Christianity." 
Generally, liberal Anglo-Catholics will be social justice–minded. Jonathan Daniels, a seminarian of the 
Episcopal Church in the United States who died during the civil rights movement, is a modern martyr for 
liberal Anglo-Catholics. 
 
Liberal Anglo-Catholics allow modern knowledge and research to inform their use of reason. Science and 
religion, for instance, are held to be legitimate and different methodologies of revealing God's truth. This also 
directly affects the liberal Anglo-Catholic's reading of scripture, ecclesiastical history, and general 



methodology of theology. A metaphor is that theology for liberal Anglo-Catholics is a "dance" that allows 
people to slowly grow in an understanding of God. 
 
In the UK the Affirming Catholicism movement is home to many liberal Anglo-Catholics. Examples of liberal 
Anglo-Catholics include the former Archbishops of Canterbury Rowan Williams and Michael Ramsey. 
Westcott House is a Church of England theological college in the tradition of liberal Anglo-Catholicism. 
[Credit Wikipedia “Liberal Anglo Catholicism”] 
 
 
 
 

† 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

†Dearmer, Percy (1907). Socialism and Christianity page 1 paragraph 1 

 
 

For more insights try this: 
https://www.thehourmag.com/post/socialism-the-anglican-communion 
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“It is extraordinary how little many Christian people realize 
the meaning of their own religion, so that they are actually 

shocked very often at Socialism; and yet all the while Socialism 
is doing just the very work which they have been commanded 
by their Master  [Jesus] to do. This fact is so obvious that no 

representative and responsible Christian body can be found to 
deny it. “ 

Kathleen McFadden - Oops - Kathleen IS NOT DEAD 

ALL THAT WAS/IS SAID IS TRUE. Our joy is abundant. So, I have 

changed little in  this “memorial.” Br. Don said, “Kathleen taught 

me so much about so much. Her life [is]  all about serving others 

as she faithfully did as a volunteer at St Anna's Food Pantry. We 

walked and worked together and allowed ourselves to take risks 

together so we could get a better glimpse about what real 

compassion was and how we could be better servants together.  

Kathleen McFadden was clerk of the Vestry for several years. 

She was Received into the Episcopal Church 11 November 2018. 

She [remains] a dear friend with great humor and a quick wit. 

She worked with so many in the Food Pantry and in our small 

shop that sells church items. [Kathleen still has a lot on her 

plate, that said] we [still] miss you Kathleen.  



From Around The Church 
YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Our first diocesan weekend retreat for Middle School participants and High School staff is next month! Octo-
ber 14-16 at Trinity Episcopal Baton Rouge, will be the launching of the first New Beginnings weekend in 
Louisiana. (If you've ever been to Happening or Cursillo weekend, this is a similar retreat.) It's going to be a 
lot of fun with new and returning friends.  
 
The planning team is very excited to pray for those who will attend. Registration is OPEN for grades 6-8 and 9
-12. There is a significant discount for early registrations before October 1st, so don't miss out on the early bird 
special. Scholarship help is always available.   
 
https://bit.ly/NewBeginningsLouisiana  is the link for participants in grades 6-8 and we would love to have lots 
of 9-12 graders join us on staff using this link https://bit.ly/YouthStaffNewBeginnings. No previous experi-
ence necessary to staff; adult staff shepherd high schoolers as they grow in leadership opportunities that fit 
their gifts.  
 
 
You can follow the Instagram account for more diocesan youth event news @episcodiolouisianayouth   
 
and contact Mother Jane-Allison Wiggin, diocesan youth event coordinator, at jwiggin@edola.org. 
 
Inclusive Louisiana - New Monthly Gathering 
 
Inclusive Louisiana invites the LGBTQ+ community along with friends and allies, to a new monthly gathering 
for conversation and community on the third Thursday of each month from 5:30 pm to 6:45 pm. The Parish 
House (1305 Jackson Ave, NOLA 70130), is located to the right of the small U-drive which is next to the 
church. Please email Rhys Lombardo (Rhys.h.lombardo@gmail.com) or Fr. John Pitzer 
(jpitzer@trinitynola.com) for more information 
 
Racial Healing Ministry Dismantling Racism Training 
 
The Racial Healing Commission has announced the fall Dismantling Racism Trainings. Click the links to reg-
ister. 
 
Saturday, November 12 at Trinity in New Orleans Register here 
 
About Dismantling Racism Training: The EDOLA Commission for Racial Healing invites you to a brave 
space of learning and growth in order to faithfully engage in the work of healing and wholeness to which God 
is calling us. Based on the Dismantling Racism training offered through the Absalom Jones Center for Racial 
Healing in Atlanta, Georgia, this training will “seek to increase racial healing and reconciliation.” This training 
is for all members of the church and is especially appropriate for clergy, church staff, and ministry leaders. For 
further information or questions, please contact the Rev. Liz Embler-Beazley at lembeaz@stpauls-
lakeview.org. 
 

The Diocese Welcomes New Rectors: 

 

St. George’s in NOLA has called The Rev. Stephanie Fox  

Christ Episcopal Church, Covington has called The Rev. Seth Donald 

 

 

mailto:jwiggin@edola.org


What better way to memorialize a loved one? 

 

Saint Anna's Church is now selling Memorial bricks. The vision is a "Memorial Pathway" next to 
the Gordon Maginnis House. These bricks may be used as a tribute to a cause, a person, a pet, or 
a loved one. The bricks are heavy brick pavers deeply engraved.  

 

Proceeds from the brick sales will be invested in our Memorial Gardens which are the courtyard 
and Memorial Walkway area. In addition, supporting business partners may also invest in bricks 
showing their support for the mission work that St. Anna's and Anna's Place NOLA does.  

To order your personalized brick contact the Parish Office at 504-947-2121 or ad-
min@stannanola.org 

COST: 

4X8 Brick is $50.00 

 

8X8 Brick is $150.00 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
• October 8, 2022 (tr) Pet Blessing Feast of  St. Francis 9 a.m. St. Anna’s 

• October 28-29 185th Annual Convention of  the Episcopal Diocese of  Louisiana  

• November 19th Ordination of  Bishop Elect Shannon Duckworth at The Cathedral  

• November 20th Visitation by the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

• December 27th First Sunday of  Advent 



BIENVENIDO A LA IGLESIA EPISCOPAL SANTA ANA 
 

La Santa Misa en Español 

 

Domingos 2:30 P.M. 

 

TE ESPERAMOS 

For me buying a new car was a dream come true. I 
was very excited and happy considering the fact that I 
saved my money to purchase it. Buying a car by my-
self was one of my milestones, and one of the most 
expensive. I couldn’t be more proud of myself. Own-
ing a car is a huge responsibility and relief. I have a 
lot of freedom with my car. If I need a break or alone 
time, I drive in my car to get peace of mind. That 
said, New Orleans natives cannot drive whatsoever! I 
hate driving with people who don’t know what 
they’re doing. The streets are already bad and I gotta 
deal with idiots while driving.  

 

I am looking forward to serving with both the Presid-
ing Bishop and Bp Shannon. It would be an honor 
especially because I am only 19 years old and was 
hand chosen. I was really shocked because when I 
served on the altar, I was nervous and didn’t think 
people paid attention to me. 

  

I’m really thankful for St. Anna’s no matter how many times Father Terry and Mr. Darryl told me I did it my-
self; it takes a community and the church really helped. I don’t know what I'd be doing if it wasn’t for you re-
ally. I won’t be running for vestry next year; College takes up most of my time and I want to just focus on that 
until I graduate. I wanna thank the members of the vestry also because even though I’m not as involved as they 
are, they do a very good job.  

A Reflection by Derri Parker - Sub-Deacon 
 



In a Recent Email:  
 
To The Rev. Deacon Luigi, 
  
Thank you so much for your letter this week. I recently moved to 
the Marigny neighborhood from Fayetteville, Arkansas, via Ok-
lahoma City and have thoroughly enjoyed the services at St. 
Anna’s. I was particularly thrilled to be there for St. Anna’s 
Feast Day! 
  
I attend services with my husband, Bruce Richart, who brought 
me to the Episcopal Church in 2004. 
  
One reason St. Anna’s resonates so much with me personally … 
I am an (extreme) Mary devotee. Growing up Catholic and going 
to Catholic school, I learned the rosary at a young age and it is a 
part of my everyday life. It seems I’ve found my home at an Episcopal 
church that recognizes the Catholic rosary and that it is said out loud prior to Sunday services. I feel truly 
blessed! 
  
I also love that St. Anna’s is so inclusive, much more so than any other church I’ve attended. I am very much an 
LGBTQ+ advocate and hope that I will have opportunities to serve in this capacity through St. Anna’s. 
  
Thank you again for reaching out. I do hope to become more involved once I settle in. 
  
Be well, Cyd King (printed with permission) 
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Fall programming has begun and we are excited to welcome so many new faces. Our 
enrollment has increased this fall and we are thrilled and honored to change the trajectory 
of so many lives. We are ecstatic about the new partnerships we’ve formed to take our 
students to the next level. As our great founder Darryl Durham affectionately says “We 

are no longer competing with students in the state of Louisiana, we are competing with students around the 
world”.  This statement is 100% accurate. We are preparing future leaders of America. And we are tasked with 
the opportunity to ensure they are prepared for the world.  
 
In order to ensure we are meeting those needs, we have partnered with The 1881 Institute, STAIR NOLA, 
World Purpose and NASA ASTRO CAMP. 
 
The 1881 Institute enriches the lives of youth and young adults, including the disability community, by 
providing the social, vocational, and academic supports necessary for success in Registered Apprenticeship 
programs commonly aligned with engineering and technology careers. 
 
STAIR NOLA assist with one on one tutoring for reading excellence. Due to the pandemic and hurricane Ida, 
many of our students need additional assistance with literacy. STAIR NOLA provides the necessary support. 
 
World Purpose is a youth counseling organization that focuses on mental health. Students have endured 
trauma that needs to be heard and addressed. World Purpose has a long track record to meet the needs of 
young kids and adults. 
 
NASA ASTRO CAMP  provides activities that offer real-world opportunities for every student to join in, and 
contribute to, NASA science missions and enhance scientific understanding while inspiring lifelong learners 
and explorers. 

 

 
 
 
 

Anna’s Place NOLA - Hope•Equity•Dignity 





Saint Anna’s is proud to welcome: 

Cairo Jackson 

Development/Fundraising Director 

 
Cairo Jackson has joined Anna’s Place NOLA as the new Director of Develop-
ment. A native of North Caroline, Cairo received his Bachelors Degree in Mass 
Communication, Masters Degree in Business from North Carolina Central Uni-

versity and a Masters of Fine Arts in Screenwriting from New York Film Academy. Cairo comes to Anna’s 
Place NOLA after being the Development Coordinator for Gulf South Working Families Party. Cairo worked 
closely with the Director of Development to meet the development goals of the organization. He was responsi-
ble for effective and efficient use of resources and the donor management system to measure and achieve de-
velopment goals.   

 

I believe that “service to others is the rent we pay for space here on Earth”-(Muhammad Ali). I chose to come 
work for Anna's Place because I want to bring my talents to an organization where empowerment for all New 
Orleans’ communities is the primary focus through the creation of safe and welcoming environments for rec-
reational, educational and cultural advancement. Located in the heart of Treme and blocks away from where I 
live, I love the fact that this organization awards me the ability to give back to my community without having 
to leave my community. I want to firmly solidify Anna's Place's relationships with the Top Giving Founda-
tions in Louisiana, in addition to expanding our programming to include, self defense and entrepreneurship. 
For me Anna's Place is about legacy, we all inherit this third rock from the sun for a brief period of time and it 
is the duty of each person to attempt to make it better than how we found it, Anna Place gives me that oppor-
tunity. 

 

 

Saint Anna’s is proud to welcome: 

Kristi Eugene 

Program Coordinator  

 
Kristi Eugene will be Anna’s Place NOLA’s new Program Coordinator. Kris-
tie  was born in the 7th ward and grew up in Tremé where she graduated from 
McDonough 35. Kristie holds a Bachelors Degree in Business Management 
and a Masters Degree in Organizational Management from the University of 
Phoenix. Most recently she received  her graduate certificate in Human Re-
sources Management. Kristie worked in for the Clerk of Court as a Deputy 
Clerk – Special Projects. She organized, led, and executed company projects. 

   

Our youth must be preserved and cultivated just as our culture. I am passion-
ate about educating our youth and they should be encouraged to learn more, 
to be introduced to different aspects of the universe. I chose Anna’s Place be-
cause the mission is my passion and I know my work will positively impact 
our youth. I will bring a combination of organizational skills and passion that 
will serve our community. 



An EF 3 Tornado hits Arabi Louisiana 



The Well . A Women's Poetry Writing Circle 
 

Wednesdays 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
Start:  Wednesday September 21st 

Tuition:  Free 
We will meet in the Church 

What you will need:  old school notebooks and pens only  
A casual writing environment. 

 
 
 

email poetry process@gmail.com to register 
Delia Nakayama to host 



“The most sacred truths of the faith are given full 
material reality, leading up to that moment when Christ 
himself becomes present at the altar. This was marked by 
the moment of elevation when the priest held up the host, 
become by a miracle the body of Jesus. At that instant 
candles and torches, made up of bundles of wood, were 
lit to illuminate the scene; the sacring bell was rung, and 
the church bells pealed so that those in the neighbouring 
streets or fields might be aware of the solemn moment. It 
was the sound which measured the hours of their day. 
Christ was present in their midst once more and, as a the 
priest lifted up the thin wafer of bread, time and eternity 
were reconciled.”― Peter Ackroyd, The Life of Thomas 
More  
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One can never know how we will touch someone. Yet, for this person 
the church provided something that perhaps other institutions cannot. 
It is an intangible yet it is tangible in its outcome. Shared with 
permission. 
 
I have long been intending to send you this e-mail, and apologize for the 
belatedness... 
 
On January 30, 2014 you did me and my family a great service. I found St. 
Anna’s online and contacted you literally out of the blue with a request to 
perform a short service for my brother Robert, whose ashes we were bringing 
from Houston to inter in the family crypt at Hope Mausoleum. You agreed 
without hesitation, you showed up for a grieving family you didn’t know, and 
you were lovely.  You see, my brother struggled with mental illness for most of 
his life, and was found dead in his apartment. It was very traumatic but you helped lay him to rest, and that 
was very healing. Robert and I had been baptized in the Episcopal Church; we had both strayed far, but some 
months before his death he had joined St. Stephen’s Episcopal, Houston and was confirmed. These pictures 
gave my mother (who was too distraught to make the trip) great comfort (she was an active Episcopalian).  
 
I had been lurking around Trinity Episcopal Church (Houston) for sometime before he died without really 
seeing how the Church might fit in my life, but after you and other Episcopalians started showing up so 
compassionately and unconditionally, I started to get it. I began attending regularly was confirmed in 2016. I 
have since served on the Trinity Vestry, as Stewardship Chair, and leader for a number of ministries. I began 
volunteering at Lord of the Streets (LOTS), our mission Church that serves the homeless and disadvantaged, 
and last year I was appointed to the Bishop’s Committee, the vestry for LOTS. Being a part of the Church and 
serving God through service to Trinity and LOTS has enriched my life in so many ways. I am home. 
 
  
You made a difference in my life that went far beyond that day, and I just want to say “Thank You”. Elizabeth 
Tsubai,  The Episcopal Diocese of Texas 



 

Greetings from the Mexico/US Border. 9/20/2022 
 
I was just notified that two individuals who are homeless will be moving into permanent housing via the 
DePaul New Orleans Program at the Rebuild Center. Would it be ok for me to pack two sets of groceries this 
coming Friday morning and deliver the groceries to the Executive Director of DePaul New Orleans? 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks so much Chuck for what you and Ed do to make St Anna’s Food 
Pantry such a great ministry.  
 
Please see message below from Jessica the Executive Director of DePaul 
New Orleans after we delivered the groceries for two homeless individuals 
who are being placed in permanent housing. Thanks again Chuck for 
coordinating with me on this. Peace. -Br Donald 
 
Message if Thanks from Jessica at DePaul New Orleans 
 

 Love and Thanks! I’m overwhelmed with gratitude regularly and the 
clarity and beauty of the inter workings of our ability to survive and thrive 
physically spiritually and emotionally! Thank you for this food donation and 
your love!! -Jessica, DePaul, New Orleans 
 
 

 
 
Peace 
Br. Donald Dubay, cfc 
Community of Francis and Clare 

From Br. Don and Friends 



“COME TO 

ME, ALL 

YOU THAT 

ARE WEARY 

AND ARE 

CARRYING 

HEAVY 

BURDENS, 

AND I WILL 

GIVE YOU 

REST.” 

–
MATTHEW 
11:28 



     By Carl Davis 

 

God calls us to care more about how we use what we have, than about how much we have.  This message is 
counter-cultural in our consumer society, where some preachers like to equate material wealth with the 
blessing of God, and our society encourages the constant acquisition of more, without really valuing how we 
use what we have to make our world better. Nevertheless, God calls each of us to use what we have, be it 
much or little; well. And, if the biblical story of the widow’s mite is to be trusted, God judges us by how well 
we use what we have, not by how much of it there is. In this context, “well” means according to the values 
taught by Christ.  These are the values preached and lived out in the ministries of St. Anna’s. 

 

As members and friends of St. Anna’s Episcopal Church we know that the ministry of our church brings Christ 
into our lives, to our neighbors in the Treme, throughout New Orleans, and now, thanks to the reach of our 
social media presence, around the world.  We also know that the way God chooses to do this ministry is by 
inviting each of us to share in its funding.   We are invited to be a vital part of all that is St. Anna’s by using 
whatever we have, be it much, or little, to finance St. Anna’s ministry by sharing our resources with the 
Church.   This call to be a vital part of the ministry is an inclusive call. All of us are invited to participate in 
some way. 

 

St. Anna’s proclaims the truth that God loves all people equally.  While other voices, even some Christian 
voices, deny that truth, St. Anna’s preaches it loud and clear – with our words and our deeds. When people 
come to mass at St. Anna’s they feel God’s love, many report, in a way they never did before. That is possible 
because we share. 

 

Consider making a pledge this year. That means officially letting our church leadership know what you intend 
to give to the church. This helps the church plan our work and it helps each of us be disciplined and thoughtful 
in our sharing.  Also, once you decide on your pledge amount, consider setting up an automatic monthly gift 
via our webpage. This act ensures that your gift gets made, as you intend, even if you miss church on a given 
Sunday for some reason and aren’t here to put your gift in the plate. 

 

Thank you for being part of St. Anna’s where all are welcomed and none are shunned. 

Stewardship 

Carl W. Davis is a Certified Fund Raising Executive and a graduate of The Salvation Army College for 
Officer Training in Chicago, Illinois. He has been a professional fundraiser for more than fifteen years having 
started his career as an Officer in The Salvation Army where he held the rank of Captain and served as an 
Executive Director. Carl also holds a Certificate in Fundraising Management 
from the Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy and has 
served as a Peer Mentor with the Chicago Chapter of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals. Carl has served as the national Director of 
Development for a nation-wide civil rights advocacy nonprofit, the 
Development Director for a legal-aid nonprofit, the Director of Individual 
Giving for a Community and Economic Development Corporation and as a 
Major Gifts Officer for The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International.  

 

Carl recently transferred to Saint Anna’s and is now the Chair of the  Fund 
Raising for Missions Committee.  



My personal perspective  

 
By the Rev. Deacon Luigi Mandile 

Were you aware? 

 St. Anna’s Murder Wall, Dodwell House and Anna’s Place are known in our community and beyond.  
However, were you aware St. Anna’s hosts space for community groups all seven (7) days of the week. Yes, 
we are a very busy church. Our Parish Hall is always in use, as well as the Classrooms in the McGinnis house 
(Church House). This takes me back to when I was growing up. The Church was the center of the 
neighborhood. The church halls were used, for just about everything.  I believe St. Anna’s is very much part of 
its community. The following is a list of the groups we host with a brief description. 

Pride in NOLA (P.I.N) 

Pride in NOLA (P.I.N) is a group for teens, created by teens, in the New Orleans Metropolitan Area. “We are 
a community, resource, and safe space for LGBTQ+ youth and Allies alike. We seek to form an environment 
where every person is affirmed in their gender identity and sexual orientation." 
 
The club is open to all high school students in the greater New Orleans area. It seeks to address the lack of 
representation and institutional support for LGBTQ+ youth in most of our area's high schools by creating a 
safe, welcoming space outside of school hours. PIN is a place to meet new people, to learn about LGBTQ+ 
heritage, to access resources on matters relevant to LGBTQ+ youth, to learn about ways to make a difference 
in the community, and to support each other!  The group holds bi-monthly hybrid meetings, alternating in-
person and virtual formats. In-person meetings are held at St. Anna's.  
 

SAGE (NO AGE) NEW ORLEANS  
NOAGE, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, was created from a steering committee of concerned residents and 
older adult service providers to address the challenges facing LGBT older adults in the New Orleans area. 
LGBT older adults often face discrimination when seeking medical treatment, have a higher rate of poverty, 
are sometimes isolated after the loss of a significant other, and often feel the need to go back into the closet 
when living in a long-term care facility. 
 
The unique challenges faced by LGBT older adults require a unique response. SAGE New Orleans hosts 
socialization/educational events for LGBT older adults and works to increase the cultural competency of 
providers through trainings and workshops. As advocates on behalf of the LGBT older adult community, 
NOAGE is committed to ensuring that all LGBT older adults can live their best lives with the dignity, respect, 
and good health that they deserve. 
 

AA  (Plain Crackpots) 
The name of our group is “Plain Crackpots,” and we are a diverse group of people who share the desire to stop 
drinking and/or using drugs by following the 12-step program of Alcoholics Anonymous. Anyone is welcome 
to attend our meeting. We meet Sunday evenings at 7pm for one hour. 

 
S.L.A.A. 

Come get deep into the solution from AA's big book with the "Sunlight of the Spirit New Orleans Big Book.” 
We are a Big Book fellowship that uses the undiluted exact instructions from AA's big Book to address the 
painful problems of sexual/romantic/"love" addictive patterns and behaviors. 
 

The Big Easy Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence 
We are the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, Parish of the Muddy Waters. We are a non-profit 501(c)3 
organization comprised of men and women dedicated to the education, support and development of our 
greater community. We are part of a larger, international organization, with chapters in over 30 cities all over 
the world. 
 
The Sisters were first organized in 1979 in San Francisco, CA, and have spread across the United States and 



the World over the last almost 40 years. Our mission is to Promulgate Universal Joy and Expiate Stigmatic 
Guilt. The Big Easy Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence are a 501 (c) 3 organization which engages in fundraising 
for other 501 (c) 3 organizations which are underfunded in the New Orleans area. We support Organizations 
with a cross section of clients, from Belle Reeves to NOAIDS, from the Tipitina Foundation to the Food 
Pantry at St. Anna’s Episcopal Church and many others. Membership in the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence 
(SPI) is viewed as a calling. We are called to the vocation of Perpetual Indulgence, and we take both our 
vocation and our vows seriously. We are 21st Century Nuns and the roles we play in the community are 
important, challenging, and very rewarding. 
 
The Parish of the Muddy Waters was founded in February 2012, became a fully professed house in October, 
2015, and continues to grow and serve the community of the New Orleans. We are a growing house, and 
currently have 16 Fully Professed members, and eight people in the Novice, Postulant, and Aspirant phases of 
their journey to Fully Professed Status. 
 

The Mystic Krewe of Amon-Ra 
In 1965 a group of people decided to start another GAY CARNIVAL KREWE. They choose AMON-RA 
(THE EGYPTIAN SUN GOD) as the KREWE’S name. GAY KREWES were started to poke fun at the 
STRAIGHT KREWES. It was also an opportunity to socialize with other GAY PEOPLE and dance the night 
away at KREWE FUNCTIONS and the CARNIVAL BALL. There were no dance bars in New Orleans 
because every time one opened it was quickly raided. You have to remember that back in those days’ things 
were very different from what they are today. In the first few years, the location of the BALL was kept a 
secret until the week of the event to hopefully keep it from being raided. 
 
In the beginning, not all members of the KREWE were in costume for the BALL. Only 8 members were 
selected to be in the COURT. To be asked was quite an honor as was getting an invitation to the BALL. Only 
a select few of the GAY COMMUNITY received invitations and if you were fortunate enough to be given an 
invitation, you would never think of not attending. 
 
In the 70’S and early 80’S THE GAY KREWES were at their peak. Large memberships and very lavish 
MARDI GRAS BALLS were held. As many as 14 GAY KREWES existed. Our straight friends all wanted 
invitations and started attending. At the present time there are only 6 GAY CARNIVAL KREWES in New 
Orleans. Unfortunately, AIDS came on the scene and we lost many of our friends and fellow members.  
 
In August 2005, along came KATRINA and our world as we knew it changed. AMON-RA was one of the few 
KREWES to hold a CARNIVAL BALL for MARDI GRAS 2006.  
 

Tom Cats (Rehearsals) 
 The Tomcats is a hot big band created in 2010 by bass, tuba, and bass saxophonist player Tom Saunders, and 
features the top musicians in New Orleans, both musicians and vocalists. They perform Big Band Hot Jazz 
from the transitional period of the late 1920’s and early thirties when Hot Jazz was giving birth to the Swing 
era. The band produces a full and organized big band format while still retaining the hotness and spontaneity 
of the great 1920’s Jazz era. 
 

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) Shame to Grace 
Our primary purpose is to stop our addictive sexual behavior and to help others recover from sexual addiction. 
Recovery was possible for most of us only when we accepted the fact that we were powerless over our 
addictive sexual behavior and that we were incapable of changing without help from outside ourselves. Many 
of us came to this realization when we started attending SAA meetings. In that setting we heard stories similar 
to ours and realized that recovery from our malady was possible. The only requirement for membership is a 
desire to stop addictive sexual behavior. We practice strict anonymity and confidentiality, so that our meetings 
are a safe place for all of us. Whom we meet or what is said in a meeting is considered as confidential. Our 
fellowship is open to women and men, regardless of age, race, religion, ethnic background, marital status, or 
occupation. We welcome members of any sexual identity or orientation, whether they are gay, lesbian, 
straight, bisexual, or transgender.   

 



Father Benjamín Sánchez is an Episcopal Priest of Colombian origin, 

currently directs the Latino Ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Louisiana, is Associate Rector of the Episcopal Church of St. 

Augustine’s in Metairie and supports the Latino Ministry in St. Mark in 

Harvey and St. Ann in Nueva Orleans. 

He graduated in Philosophy in Mexico in 2004 and then in Theology in 

Rome/Italy in 2008. After eleven years of training, he received 

Diaconal Ordination in Rome / Italy in 2010, and the Priesthood 

Ordination in Colombia in 2011. 

He has served as a teacher, spiritual director and vocational promoter and associate rector in several 

institutions in Colombia and Mexico where he also served as the director of a home for the elderly. 

He served as a Roman priest in the Archdiocese of New Orleans for five years working in various Hispanic 

communities throughout the Metropolitan area and surrounding areas. After seven years of serving in the 

Roman Church, he decided to walk in another way to start the process with the Episcopal Church. There he 

prepared to receive his Studies from the Episcopal Seminary of the Southeast in Austin and in 2021 the Rt. 

Rev. Morris Thompson received him as an Episcopal Priest for the Diocese of Louisiana. 

He is happily married to his wife Paula, and they have Thomas, a baby who 

is now twelve months old, and his big brother Nicholas, whom he welcomes 

with much love. Happy and satisfied as a family man, Padre Benjamín looks 

forward to continuing his hard work in both the Latino and Anglo 

congregations to set families on the way of love. 

The call to serve St. Anna Parish through Latino Ministry is a blessing 

because Latinos have many good things to share. The opening service in 

Spanish in New Orleans provides the opportunity to work on creating 

bridges of love between families, uniting everyone in the way of love of 

God, respecting differences, and sharing blessings where families can feel 

at home. Welcome home! 

 Krewe of Apollo 
The Mystic Krewe of Apollo de New Orleans is a Mardi Gras Krewe for the GLBTQ+ community and its 
allies. Focused on the principles of service, duty and honor, MKA-NOLA is a Louisiana nonprofit 
corporation, as well as a federally recognized public charity. 
 
The current Mystic Krewe of Apollo de New Orleans represents a revival of the original Mystic Krewe of 
Apollo, which was first formed in New Orleans in 1969. 
 
Operating on the principles of service, duty and honor, the Mystic Krewe of Apollo de New Orleans is an all-
volunteer organization dedicated to celebrating and preserving the art, artistry, culture and history of gay 
Mardi Gras in New Orleans and the South, as well as providing service and support to the community at large. 

 
Gladways 

Assists elderly to leave there home and attend a meal, fellowship, and guest speakers.  



November 19 and November 20, 2022 

A PRAYER FOR OUR BISHOP AND OUR BISHOP-ELECT 
 

Gracious Father, we thank you for our bishop, Morris, and our bishop-elect, Shannon, for the 
leadership they have given to this diocese, and for their leadership in the days to come. Bless their 
families, and all whom they love, while helping them to realize the love that the people of this diocese 
have for them. As our days increase, help us all to be guided by your Holy Spirit, directed toward 
the path you would have each of us follow. We pray this in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. AMEN. 

 

 

Our Diocese is very blessed to have elected a new Bishop and the first female bishop in this 
diocese. The Rev. Canon Shannon Manning is a graduate of General Theological Seminary and 
has worked in parish life and been Canon to our Ordinary for several years. She is married to a 
local man with deep Louisiana roots. She has two sons; one in college one a senior. On 
November 19th she will be ordained Bishop by the principal celebrant Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry. Each church and Deanery will be represented in some way and we are proud to say that 
our own Derri Parker will be crucifer of Bishop Curry.  

 

And if that is not enough excitement we are deeply honored and blessed to host Bishop Curry as 
the principal celebrant on the Feast of Christ the King the following Sunday November 20th at 
Saint Anna’s! We plan to do a High Mass with all of the love and beauty we can offer. We will be 
reaching out to community partners and invite them in. We want to show the Bishop what our 
diverse community looks like. How we are in our little church that exists beyond our walls. This 
being the case you are invited to make a reservation and you will receive an admissions pass. 
We expect to have a larger than normal crowd. So, please sign up for your reservations now. We 
are going to open it up in the middle of September to others. We expect this to be a great 
Sunday. 



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing 

relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates 

the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel 

manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

Collects and Prayers for weekday meditations 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

A Native American Prayer: 

Spirit of the North, 

     soften all that is hard and cold within me. 

     Melt with mercy any harsh judgments that I have. 

Spirit of the East, 

     awaken me to Your Presence among us. 

     Enlighten the darkness in the depths of my soul. 

Spirit of the South, 

     warm my chilling complaints with the sunshine of Your love. 

     Brighten the dullness of my downcast heart. 

Spirit of the West, 

     relax my anxious manner with Your healing hand. 

     Reveal Your peace in the midst of strife.  

 

A Benedictine Prayer for Servant Leadership 

Nurturing God of Love, 

You hospitably share the fullness of life with us. 

Send Your Spirit of inspiration. 

Give us listening hearts and discerning minds 

            to grasp the meaning of servant leadership. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
A Franciscan Prayer for Enlightenment 
Almighty, eternal, just, and merciful God, 

grant us in our misery [the grace] to do for You alone  
what we know You want us to do, and always to desire what pleases You. 

Thus, inwardly cleansed, interiorly enlightened, and inflamed by the fire of the Holy Spirit,  
may we be able to follow in the footprints of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 And, by Your grace alone, may we make our way to You, Most High,  
Who live and rule in perfect Trinity and simple Unity,  
and are glorified God all-powerful forever and ever. 

Amen. 


