
THESIS STATEMENT:  Saint Annaôs 
becomes more than the sum of its various 
parts 
 
Each denomination and each Christian Faith 
Tradition will hold a certain perspective on 
ñThe Church.ò In an overarching Protestant 
ideology, which is different than the Roman 
idea, there are two churches the Church 
Militant and Church Triumphant. In a lovely 
Latin phrase ósanctorum communio' 
Anglicans describe a church that is struggling 
against evil, sin, and the devil on earth united 
with the Saints, Angels, and Archangels in 
heavenly communion. If we go a bit further 
much speculation holds that ñThe Churchò 
are the people not the building. Mike Meyers, 
a long-time member, once said in the days 
after Katrina, ñSaint Annaôs are our people 
not the building.ò That was important in that 
time and place. We wanted to connect with diaspora.  
 
Outside of massive disasters and in all honesty and in reality ñThe Churchò is a 
building, congregation, clergy, and structure. ñThe Churchò is equally a set of rituals 
and doctrines that establish and express belief and practice. A holistic ideology of ñThe 
Churchò should not lean into one perspective at the expense of the other realities of 
ñThe Church.ò To be fully and truly incarnational is to embrace the fullness and 
grandeur that is ñThe Churchò: Liturgy, ritual, doctrine, prayers, place, building, music, 
candles, laity, clergy, structure, governance, obligations, and invitations. All this and 
more are ñThe Church.ò It is a grand alliance of all things human. At least that is the 
perspective, I believe, that the Episcopal Church has or should have: holistic church.  
 
With a parochial vision Saint Annaôs is a lot! It is an ageing church campus; it is a soon 
to be restored Mansion of Esplanade; it is an old organ and grand piano; it is home to 
worn floors walls and ceilings; it needs repair and maintenance; it is a place that smells 
like church with the lingering influences of incense; it is candlelight reminding us of 
prayers faithfully offered. Saint Annaôs are statues of Saint Anna, Mary, Martin, and 
Joseph among others and vestments that offer splendor and beauty to the worship. Yes, 
and of course more. Saint Annaôs are a group of folks that sit around before mass 
drinking coffee laughing and telling stories. Saint Annaôs hosts food and comfort after 
mass where community gathers and eats and shares a bit of time. Saint Annaôs is a 
murder board reminding the world that life matters and that life lost has a toll on us all. 
Saint Annaôs are kids making a mess of our space. It is an odd collection of 12 step A
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What is òThe Church?ó 

 



groups, a Fatherôs Club for Black Men, an out-of-school program, a host to traditional social clubs in the 
LGBTQ+ community. Saint Annaôs offers telemed at no cost. Saint Annaôs collaborates with other churches, 
universities, charter schools, and prep schools. We are peach, brown, black, and as a collective gender diverse. 
All of these things make up ñThe Churchò in our time and place.  
 
This institution that we call Saint Annaôs has grit and grace all combined in one space on Esplanade Ave. It is 
important because of everything that it is. This Church has the capacity to change minds and behaviors and 
allow humans to bend toward compassion and acceptance. Acceptance of both us and the other. Perhaps more 
than acceptance ï adoption. Paul reminds us that we are adopted by Christ and if adopted then heirs to the 
Kingdom of God. So when we adopt a sibling into our community they too become heirs of this faithful 
Church.  
 
Knowingly or unknowingly, we begin to wear the mantal that is Saint Annaôs and all that it is. We assume 
responsibility  that this space continues to celebrates our ancestors who entrusted this place to us, and we 
assume responsibility, likewise, to pass it along to our children and future generations. It is all of it: buildings 
and grounds, history, legacy good and bad, vestments, ritual actions taken each 
mass, prayers of the faithful and not so faithful all fully received by our creator 
and sustainer The Blessed Trinity. We are more than a political action group; a 
social justice driven community. We are more than good liturgy and ritual. We 
are more than our hymns and our liturgical art. We are so much more because 
we are all of it.  
 
Annual Parish Meetings are often understood to be ñbusinessò meetings. They 
are, but they are so much more or should be. It is true that we will raise up 
leaders from our midst. It is true that we will hear where our money is 
intended to be spent. We will fill the time between election and budget with 
stories of ministries and reflections of our life together. The budget is no idol 
thing it speaks volumes about what we believe. According to one data set 
nationally about 11% of a churches budget goes towards mission the rest are 
internal programs, salaries, subscriptions etc. Pay attention to the budget. It is 
where your wealth is going. ñWhere your money is so is your heart.ò How do 
we compare?  
 
Pay attention to the musings about our missions and ministries it is where are 
time is devoted. Time is precious and what we do on our journey is counted and 
measured. How are we, as Church, spending our time? Some may invest their time in song, others at the altar, 
or altar guild, others still tutoring or greeting folks. It is time and time is precious. The Church is not static it is 
constantly in motion with book clubs, with Gracious Goodies, with bagging groceries or delivering them, with 
giving a ride to a parishioner who has transportation issues. It is time spent simply being present to another 
traveler along the way. How do we spend our time? Itôs important.  
 
There is a gifted artisan among us who once built a great prayer request box that was fully and publicly 
accessed. It created a wonderful passive mission for the church. That box was the best. We have a sexton who 
creates wonderful flower beds and keeps our church clean and useable. What talent he has. He has stopped 
leaks and repaired broken doors and much more. We have cooks who create wonderful things to eat what 
talented folks they are. We have tradition bearers who have the gift of story that speaks volumes. Deacon 
Joyce comes to mind. Beyond our own immediate place are talented members of our community that decorate 
themselves as tradition bearers in traditional social clubs which we support by acceptance and appreciation. 
Such gifted talent. How beautiful is our sanctuary in Easter, Christmas, and yes for Lent? Artistic talents 
surface among us. Pay attention to all of this talent because that talent that you have is a gift from God to be 
shared liberally among ñthe nations.ò As the Good Book says, ñDo not store up treasures on earth.ò 
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AMAZING! Mission 
Investment by Saint 
Annaôs: 

ǒ 2018-2021 about 42.43% of 

budget is for mission. (Does 

not include construction 

costs on Dodwell House) 

ǒ During that 4 year period the 

actual amount is about 

$1,311,937 to mission. 

ǒ Soft expenses absorbed by 

the church in support of 

mission incl. utilities, 

insurance, IT, Administration, 

and upkeep of facilities are 

not accounted for in our 

allocations.  
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So, as a holistic Church we consider Treasure, Time, and Talent. The inevitable 3 ñTsò of Church 
Stewardship. If our Parish is to save the world, even one small part of it from itself, then all of it matters. The 
building, the vestments, the bells ringing, the folks singing. The scent of good food and incense fill the air. 
Laughter and tears, anger and peace, struggles with reconciliation and repentance, hopefulness and 
hopelessness, feasts and famine all come together in this one place. The three ñTsò matter. The three ñTsò 
work as one just as our God is triune and works as one. We are all of this and so much more.  
 
 

By Fr. Bill and Dr. Cavin Davis 
  
What about a Sunday School for Annaôs Place? We have done it before and maybe it is time to do it again. It 
will take planning and careful execution. In a recent conversation with Cavin the need was identified. It seems 
that Church played a very important role for Cavin and he wants that same safe place; that place where one can 
learn about Jesus. Because as Cavin said, ñWhen things get really down you can always pray. Thatôs just what 
you do.ò 
  
Cavinôs life was largely shaped by his Church. It gave him a moral compass that has served him well ever 
since. It was also a place where the community gathered. It was a place that had expectations for behavior. It 
was a place where one could grow up in and be a part of. Cavin and I believe that the Church and the faith that 
flows from it are important.  
  

One of the missions of Annaôs Place NOLA is to promote healing and wholeness of the body, mind, and spirit. 
As Christians we all know that the key to meeting this goal is to have God in the center of it all. So, itôs crucial 
for the youth in the community to have a solid foundation in the Liturgy. Re-establishing Sunday School for 
Annaôs Place will strengthen the program's ability to reach far across the New Orleans metropolitan area and 
keep its students grounded in their faith. 

All that said, there will be challenges. Who will teach it? What will we teach? Food, transportation, engage-
ment, space. All of this needs to be worked out. Are you interested in becoming a part of a working group that 
helps to work on strategies to meet these challenges. If you are, please let either Dr. Davis or Fr. Bill know. 
Letôs see if we canôt re-start a new start of Sunday School for Annaôs Place.  

Sunday School for Annaôs Place and all others? 





Can you believe we are about to start the Season of Advent? A change is com-
ing!! I remember as a little boy I thought we would NEVER make it to Christ-
mas vacation! Now I wonder, where does the time go and more importantly,  
how can I make my time more effective? King Solomon tells us, "there is a time 
for everything!" What a wise man! Even King David, "took out his harp" to offer 
praise through music! Ken Leach is gonna take that thought one step further and 
say, maybe it's time to.....join the choir at St. Anna's! Let's make that change. 
With a minimal commitment, you can make your  time more effective as a faith-
ful servant. After all at St. Anna's; "All Are welcomed, none are shunned." That 
includes the Sanctuary Choir. 

Singing in the St. Anna's Choir offers many benefits in a world of constant change. 

I.  Social Benefits:  People who participate in choir enjoy a great feeling of togetherness. Getting to meet and 
know new people is an exciting benefit. It can widen your circle of friends as you get to know people. It may 
provide you the opportunity to "open up" to others. Choir shows that people are committed to love and wor-
ship.  

It teaches the power of teamwork. We want the choir to attract and influence our worship experience. It can 
create energy in our service. Be careful, that energy can be contagious!! Being part of the St. Anna's Choir can 
lift you up; come share your music! 

 

II. My Physical/Mental Health Will Impove! 

That's right Ladies and Gentlemen, you heard it hear! The choir can tremendously influence and regulate your 
heart rate! Studies have shown that members of a choir see their heart beat in a healthy unison with their 
breathing. Your voice in song can help calm you down and refresh your senses after a long hard day. Singing 
is good for your mental health too. People who participate in choir are less likely to suffer from depression. 
Choir members report a higher rate of social well being. Music and choir have many powerful life changing 
messages that will always remain with us. What better way to improve our personal/spiritual life? Sing in the 
choir! Bring joy into worship, you have an opportunity to bless others. Share your gift, improve your phyiand 
mental health. 

 

III.  Commitment:  ANYONE can become a part of St. Anna's Choir; you just need to possess the will to 
serve! We meet on Wednesday evenings to rehearse, 6-7 PM and again on Sunday at 9:30 AM for our 10:30 
AM service. Time commitment is minimal. 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love. The fellowship of kindred hearts is like to that above!  

The choir is a place for fun, fellowship and discipleship. It builds our confidence and character plus we get to 
sing! Singing in St. Anna's Choir can become your newest hobby for life!! I promise it will instill a sense of 
peacefulness within your mind, body and soul as well as a way to impact your worship experience. You can 
practice it for as long as you are willing. What a beautiful thing. 

As we approach the Season of  Advent, I encourage you to live on the edge and take the exciting leap into be-
coming a member of the St. Anna's Episcopal Church Choir. (I promise I am user friendly too!) Enter his 
courts with praise and Thanksgiving can take on a new exciting personal meaning.  All are welcomed, none 
are shunned! Peace to you all. Thank you. 

WHY SHOULD I CONSIDER SINGING IN THE 
CHURCH CHOIR At ST. ANNA'S? 



Anyone who pays attention to the state of religion in our country is aware that churches 
are not in good shape. Fewer and fewer Americans claim that they attend weekly ser-
vices. The most dynamic religious demographic is described as ñnone of the above.ò 
Having spent the past 40 or so years being first a member and then a staff member of 7 
Episcopal parishes, I can attest to the fact that our church is not immune to the overall 
demographic changes affecting church membership and attendance. Most of the parishes 
at which I have served have been and are preoccupied with existential issues: Can we fix 

the roof? Can we pay the rector? When will our endowment run out? Can we maintain parish status or will we 
be made a mission of the Diocese? And so, prior to 2017, I thought it had to be that way. I came to assume that 
struggling to survive as a parish was the way things had to be in the 21st century Episcopal world.  

 

But, then I came upon this quirky little parish in New Orleans that defied, spectacularly, this notion that the 
best a parish could do was survive. This parish spent little time obsessing about survival and a lot of time 
thinking about mission, about how to be Christôs eyes, ears, hands and feet in its own corner of the city. This 
parish, with no endowment and a modest pledge base had big ideas, daring ideas. It made bold leaps of faith all 
the time. It identified with its mission more than its bricks and mortar. What a breath of fresh air this was for 
me!  

 

Back then, the daring idea was that a parish such as St. Annaôs could operate an outreach program for at-risk 
kids whose budget was as big as the parish budget! I had argued, over the past 20 years before coming to St. 
Annaôs, that  outreach should represent at least  10% of a parish budget. And I usually failed to persuade the 
Vestry. . But St. Annaôs was already spending as much on mission as it was on the traditional budget of the 
parish. I learned that we always made this leap of faith and then found the money to make it a reality. Our 
physical plant was shabby but our ambitions were sky high. And then along came the Dodwell House project.  

 

What if we could renovate the old Creole cottage we owned down the block on Esplanade? We could then use 
it to house Annaôs Place and be a community center for the Treme? But wait a minute, wouldnôt this cost mil-
lions of dollars that we donôt have? Howôs that going to happen? We didnôt know. But we started working on 
it anyway - we made a big leap of faith, a ridiculous leap of faith. And, over the ensuing 5 years, that leap has 
proved to be well worth making. Our dream of creating this space for mission will become reality next sum-
mer. We will have a new home for Annaôs Place and much more. We will give a gift to our neighborhood and 
especially to its kids. And it would never have happened if you - the people of St. Annaôs - had not dared to 
take on a challenge that you had no right to think you could surmount, a crazy leap of faith.  

 

Let me add something important that was essential to that leap of faith. We also invested in leadership. When 
the project began, I donôt think anyone thought we would end up hiring someone as accomplished and impres-
sive as Cavin Davis to lead Annaôs Place. Making a commitment to Cavin to lead and grow Annaôs Place was 
every bit as important as committing to the multi-million dollar renovation of Dodwell House.  

 

The work, though well-started, is not done. Our parish will need to continue to make leaps of faith to bring our 
mission dreams to fruition after the Dodwell House Community Center is open. I am confident that our parish 
will dare to make those commitments year by year as we continue to live out the gospel of Jesus in our corner 
of New Orleans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacon Buck Close 

òThe work, though well-started, is not done.ó 



C onnections are important in the world and particularly in our faith. Just 
as the Church in Corinth was connected to the Church in Jerusalem we 

are connected with the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri. Almost a year ago 
newly elected Bishop Deon Johnson visited St. Annaôs as part of a group of 
Black Episcopal Ministries Committee. He was so impressed by Annaôs Place 
NOLA that he sent a team to come down and to see for themselves how we are 
doing it and how we have done it. His hope is to perhaps duplicate some of the 
work that we are doing. If in any way we are part of a new ministry in Mis-
souri we are blessed.  

 

"ÐȢ $ÅÏÎ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ 

$ÁÒÒÙÌ $ÕÒÈÁÍ  ×Ⱦ6ÁÌÅÒÉÅ 0ÁÔÔÏÎȟ 4ÈÅ 2ÅÖȢ 2ÅÎÅÅ &ÅÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÉÏÃȢ ÏÆ -/Ȣ  

$ÒȢ #ÁÖÉÎ $ÁÖÉÓ ÁÎÄ #ÁÉÒÏ  *ÁÃËÓÏÎ 
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Fall Program Updates 
 

Fall programming has gotten off to an amazing start. Current enrollment sits at 52 

students! We are thrilled about the growth of the program and look forward to adding additional students 

during the spring semester. Changing the trajectory of our youth lives has been extremely near and dear to our 

heart. We love our students on purpose and continue to ensure our students shine as they were destined to do. 

A few programming updates: 

The 1881 Institute (STEM) has been hard at work encouraging students to raise the bar when it comes to 

STEM. Students are currently using programs to teach them how to design furniture. The students are 

using the measurements of each piece of furniture to correctly place them in their created bedroom 

space online. Saturdayôs are the absolute best according to one of the program participants. Students 

are stating outside cutting, hammering and drilling their furniture together. This is an awesome 

opportunity for students to put in to practice whatôs been learned all week. The 1881 Institute plans to 

have all furniture completed by the end of spring programming 2023. 

STAIR NOLA (Literacy Program) has been crucial to the development of many of our low level 

readers. STAIR NOLA is an accomplished literacy program that gives students one on one support 

with reading and comprehension. By offering one on one reading lessons, it allows each student to 

excel without feeling embarrassed by frequent reading mistakes. STAIR NOLA provided a diagnostic 

test for each 2nd/3rd grade student that was able to identify key struggle areas. A curriculum was 

designed for each student to ensure success. We have received feedback from parents and teachers that 

our students are moving up reading levels fairly quickly. We are thrilled to have STAIR NOLA as a 

partner. 

World Purpose (Group Counseling) has been able to cultivate relationships with our students 

immediately. Mental health is extremely important. Dr. Bennett offers group and individual counsel 

sessions three times a week. Weôve been able to see a major difference in all of our students. They are 

truly benefiting from having a safe place.  

NASA!BTUSP!DBNQ!qspwjeft!bdujwjujft!uibu!pggfs!sfbm-xpsme!pqqpsuvojujft!gps!fwfsz!tuvefou!up!

kpjo!jo-!boe!dpousjcvuf!up-!OBTB!tdjfodf!njttjpot!boe!foibodf!tdjfoujǺd!voefstuboejoh!xijmf!

jotqjsjoh!mjgfmpoh!mfbsofst!boe!fyqmpsfst/!Pvs!tuvefout!bsf!fokpzjoh!hfuujoh!up!voefstuboe!

fwfsz!btqfdu!pg!tqbdf/ 

If you wish to volunteer or to make a donation please contact Annaõs Place Director  
Dr. Davis  

apdirector@stannanola.org 

Annaõs Place NOLA - HopeÅEquityÅDignity 



Extravaganza 2022  

This yearôs Extravaganza was a huge success. Wanda Rouzan led the way with an amazing two hours of en-

tertainment. The featured two extra special moments. Annaôs Place Founder Darryl Durham 

was given his flowers while he could smell them. An award was named in his honor. Each 

year moving forward, Darryl will nominate a student that has exemplified excellence in ac-

ademics, arts and community service.  

The Very Rev. William H. Terry will be the name of the Chapel in The Dodwell Communi-

ty Resource Center. We love and appreciate all of the work and support Father Terry has 

given to Annaôs Place and we are so thrilled we will always have Father Terry with us at The Dodwell Com-

munity Resource Center. 

 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎκ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ !ƴƴŀΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ  

Tatiana Brochin:  ñVolunteering at Annaôs Place gives me a sense of peace. I know that 

kids are in a safe place and are loved. The staff at Annaôs Place genuinely cares about all of 

the students and the community. They stay late often and go above and beyond to help each 

dayò. 

 

Mathew Rosen:  ñVolunteering at Annaôs Place has been amazing. I love the sense of 

community at Annaôs Place. From the moment I walked in, I was able to connect with all 

of the staff/students and immediately felt welcomed. There is a collaborative culture 

where students learn from one another.ò   

 

Kristie Eugene:  Our youth must be preserved and cultivated just as our culture. I am 

passionate about educating our youth and they should be encouraged to learn more, to be 

introduced to different aspects of the universe. I chose Annaôs Place because the mission 

is my passion and I know my work will positively impact our youth. I will bring a combi-

nation of organizational skills and passion that will serve our community. 



By Brother Don Dubay CFC 
 
As a member of a Religious Community (Community of Francis and Clare Community of Francis and Clare 
(cfcfranciscans.org)) that is part of the Anglican Communion and more locally here in the Episcopal Church I 
have found over the last few years that many Episcopalians are not aware of the fact there are active religious 
orders and Christian Communities serving and ministering to Godôs People. Here in the Episcopal Diocese of 
Louisiana there are currently three Dominicans The Anglican Order of Preachers - Anglican Order of Preach-
ers (anglicandominicans.com) and myself a Franciscan in active ministry.  
 
The Episcopal Church includes a variety of religious orders for women, for men, and for mixed communities. 
Religious Orders and Christian Communities ï The Episcopal Church 
 
There are religious orders with active, contemplative, and mixed expressions of community life. A variety of 
spiritualities are represented in Episcopal religious orders, including Benedictine, Franciscan, and Augustinian. 
Recognized religious orders of the Episcopal Church belong to the Conference on the Religious Life in the An-
glican Communion in the Americas. The Conference on the Religious Life publishes a Directory which in-
cludes descriptions and addresses for its members. See link below. Conference of Anglican Religious Orders 
in the Americas (caroa.net) 
 
Another group of Religious Sisters and Brothers belong to what is described as Christion Communities. We 
represent a form of religious life in the Episcopal Church which requires member communities to follow a rule 
of life and to be under appropriate ecclesial authority. While some of us practice a lifestyle similar to that of 
monastics, most follow our rule while supporting ourselves and living in our own homes. Some are single and 
some are married. The National Association of Episcopal Christian Communities is a network of religious 
communities within the Episcopal Church fostering fellowship, and providing support and assistance to new-
ly forming communities. See link below where you can find a listing of Christian Communities. 
National Association of Episcopal Christian Communities (naecc.net) 
 

 
NAECC & CAROA Conference 2019 - Siena Retreat Center, Racine Wisconsin (Photo from NAECC Website) 
 
If you long to love God more deeplyé to serve the Church and the world in significant waysé to find authen-
tic, intentional Christian communityé we invite you to share the journey with us. 

Religious Orders and Christian Communities in the Episcopal Church 

https://cfcfranciscans.org/
https://cfcfranciscans.org/
http://www.anglicandominicans.com/
http://www.anglicandominicans.com/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/who-we-are/religious-orders-and-christian-communities/
https://www.caroa.net/
https://www.caroa.net/
https://www.naecc.net/


Feeding Ministries: Food Pantry and Homeless Ministries 

Excuse our mess: From the perspective of Fr. Bill. Saint Annaôs has maintained some form of feeding 
ministry for as long as anyone can remember. During the pandemic one would say heroic work was done 
partnering with restaurants and purchasing food for as many as 60 households; delivering over 2,000 MREs to 
homeless siblings. Literally tons of food are allocated each year to families that need some help. These folks 
are members of the homeless community, church members, and members who are on SNAP cards but need 
that extra bit of food at the end of the month. They are black, brown, gay and straight. We feed multi 
generations. Our feeding ministries are addressed by three teams: Br. Don assists homeless encampments; 
Deacon Ben assists folks in the needles exchange (often homeless) and homeless wanderers in the Quarter. 
Ben wants to start a sandwich ministry. Can we help him do that? Then there are the three coordinators for the 
Pantry which are Church, Ed, and Ed. We often deliver food to shut ins so we need delivery volunteers, we 
need baggers for the groceries, we need hands on deck. Can you devote one evening or Saturday a month? 
Ask Ed Collins for more information. Or perhaps Chuck Coleman (that big ol bear with a white beard).  

 

We take our feeding ministries so seriously that we make a mess in our church. See the picture below center. 
That is our ñFood Pantry.ò It is always present. We restock by purchasing food and by donations notably from 
three sources: donations at St. Annaôs on Sundays, St. Paulôs twice annual food drive, and from private and 
community partners like the Friendly Bar. The Friendly Bar community all contribute during Saints games 
and for the past several weeks (despite the Saints record) they have averaged between $150-300.00 per 
Sunday. These contributors are what make a community a community that is morally driven. A community of 
compassion and hope. Feeding ministries are historically the quintessential church ministry. It just takes a 
little thoughtfulness and the donation of your time or treasure. In the words of Chuck Coleman: 

 

 ñI canôt sing, Iôm not sociable, I donôt like to read, and Iôm kind of shy. So, the food pantry work is perfect 
for me. Itôs behind the scenes and all I have to do is manual labor that really matters.ò 



What a great year it has been for the Down In Trem® Concert Series.  Thanks to your support and the support 
of the musician community, we have been able to present some of the best talent Louisiana and New Orleans 
has to offer.  If you haven't attended, then you really are missing out.  As Jeremy from Bon Bon Vivant says, 
"New Orleans is such a great city for musicians because the ability to participate is awesome." And participate 
you did .... from dancing, to singing we transitioned our church into a venue any club owner on Frenchman 
would be envious of.  For our 2023 season, the lineup includes such notables as The Panorama Jazz Band, 
Shades of Praise Gospel Choir, Wanda Rouzan, and the Fiesta Flamenco Dance Company just to name a few.  
Now all we need is you.  Become a subscriber, purchase your tickets in advance and plan on joining us for an 
even bigger and better 2023.  For more information, please see Darryl and let us know how you want to be 
involved.   

For more information, to volunteer, to be involved contact Darryl Durham at 
darryl@stannanola.org 

Down In Tremé 

Serving on the Altar Guild is a "behind the scenes" way of serving the church. It involves setting up the altar 
for communion, making sure all the vessels are clean and polished, the linens are washed and ironed, and the 
church is set and ready for Sunday. We also decorate for the five different seasons of the year which can be a 
lot of fun. Setting up the altar for Sunday Mass can indeed be a form of prayer. Taking care of the candles, set-
ting them up for communion and cleaning up after Mass is all serving our Lord and the Church. It usually in-
volves one hour a month along with two hour sessions five times a year for decorating, which is very reward-
ing. Serving on the Altar Guild can leave one feeling like they have given back to God and the Church for all 
they have received. 
 

Altar Guild 

ñI love Altar Guild.  I love getting to the church early and having the sacred 
space to myself for an hour or so before Mass. Serving on the Altar Guild re-
minds me of both the community nature of worship, each piece doing their 
part.  It keeps me very grateful for all of the members of our community who 
give their time, labor, and love to keep our little church alive.ò  Joanna Rivers 



ñChristian community is the 
place where we keep the flame 
of hope alive among us and 
take it seriously so that it can 
grow and become stronger in 

us.ò  

Henri Nouwen 
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St. Annaôs offers TELEHEALTH PLUS services to the community 
free of charge. The plus is the ability of the doctor to use specialized 
equipment to listen to your heart and lungs, look into your ears and 
throat, record your blood pressure, and more. To do this, we need 
volunteers to be present at the church to let people in, explain the 
process, and assist them as needed. Volunteers do not have to have a 
medical background but should be fairly good at working with com-
puters ï clicking, moving from screen to screen, filling in forms, etc.  
We ask for 4 hours of your time one day a week as follows: 
 
Mondays through Fridays 10am ï 2pm 
 
Wednesday 3pm ï 6:30pm 
 
Saturdays 3pm ï 6:30pm 
 
Please contact Diana (diana@stannanola.org or 504-475-8018) for 
more information. 
 
 

Saint Annaõs TELEHEALTH PLUS 

https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Henri+Nouwen
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The role of ñReaderò has evolved over the years. In the 19th Century it was a coveted role that required study 
and eventually licensing in the Episcopal Church. As the church spead into the American frontier, often, 
Readers were the worship leaders of small frontier churches and missions. Today the role of Reader at St. 
Annaôs is that of one who reads the appointed scripture lesson for the day and sometimes leaders the church in 
saying the appointed psalm. Ideally, the Reader will offer some vocal interpretation, read slowly, and 
annunciate clearly so that all may inwardly digest the appointed lesson(s). Perhaps a little time spent earlier in 
the week reading and understanding the lesson is helpful. If you are interested in becoming a Reader simply 
contact either Luigi or Fr. Bill at the Church Office.   

ñThe most meaningful thing about reading is preparing.  I spend a little time during 
the week reading the chapter and the excerpts trying to see a common thread.  It helps 
prepare me for Sunday in a way that other forms of service don't.ò Joanna Rivers 

ñAlthough participating in our services has been meaningful to me since 
childhood, giving time as a reader and member of the Altar Guild involves 
me more fully in my spiritual journey, and helps me to give back in a 

concrete way.ò Susan Riddick 

Groundbreaking Ceremony  

The groundbreaking of The Dodwell House Community Resource Center is 12 years in the making. St. 

Annaôs Episcopal Church and Annaôs Place are eager to use The Dodwell House Community Resource Center 

to expand Annaôs Place NOLAôs out-of-school program. Annaôs Place serves children ages five to 18 by 

providing transportation from school, tutoring 

for homework, a hot homemade meal, and ex-

posure to various activities including dance, 

music therapy, woodworking, coding, and sec-

ondary education and work preparation. The 

center will also be used to offer health and 

wellness and community education services 

and resources, LGBTQ+ community outreach, 

culture bearer support, and space for communi-

ty groups to meet. We are thrilled to share with 

the world what we have to offer.  

READERS 



By The Very Rev. William H. Terry, Rector 
 
Serving at the altar is both a privilege and a devotional 
expression. Considering serving at the altar should be 
done prayerfully and with consideration. Such service 
is steeped in tradition and the language of symbolism.  
  
The earliest ritual teaching in Christianity comes from 
a document called the Didache dated to the late first 

century. Itôs proper title is ñThe Lordôs Teaching Through the twelve Apostles to the Nationsò outlining ritual 
actions for Eucharist and Baptism. Much later the most complete and oldest church customary in Christianity 
comes from The ñSarum Riteò or ñUse of Salisbury developed by newly appoint Norman Bishop Osmund in 
about 1078. Today much of Saint Annaôs liturgy and custom are derived from the text Ritual Notes by 
Lamburn first printed in 1953. The goal of the liturgy at Saint Annaôs is manifold: create a sense of holiness by 
sight, sound, smell, and order. Our liturgy tends to lean into metaphor and symbolism. Each action has purpose 
and is directed at the profound and deep  worship of the Triune God. So, we have many ritual actions that are 
designed, rehearsed, and performed by well trained Altar Servers. It is a profound and very personal 
expression of ones piety. That said we also strive to ensure that our worship offers the best of liberal Anglo 
Catholicism. So, how the altar party looks should represent who we are as a community. No barriers.  
 

The roles are: 
Crucifer carrying the cross 

Acolyte assisting priest and deacon with the mass 
Thurifer, the one swinging the smoking purse 

Sub Deacon (a minor order not recognized by ordination) assisting the Deacon at the Altar 
Deacon, an order of clergy devoted to work in the world with symbolic roles in the mass 
Celebrant, usually an ordained Priest authorized to administer the sacraments and preach 

 
Anyone interested in serving at the altar please contact Fr. Bill or Deacon Luigi 

The Altar 
 

ñAltar Service from the newbie. I didn't really appreciate how much work everyone does each week 
until I served.  There's a beautiful camaraderie as we prepare Sunday morning.  It's an honor to be 
part of such a wonderful group.ò Joanna Rivers 

 

ñAltar service has revealed to me in a profoundly visceral manner a truth that I previously only 
understood with my mind: namely, the absurdity of preventing an individual from giving glory to God 
through their presence and liturgical participation solely on the basis of arbitrary characteristics such 
as gender/sex, age, ethnicity, etc.ò  Lori Ranner 

 

ñThe sense of personal satisfaction and calmness that comes over me while serving on the altar.ò Mike 
Meyers 

 

ñThe most meaningful part of being an alter server for me is serving our church community. I truly 
enjoy my time on the alter and always look forward to it.ò  Charlie Gottschalk 



Some of  what we do! 



 

Some of  what we do! 


