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Wishful Thinking
What do we want from our faith? What are we willing to put into that faith?
Over the years I have come to realize that so many come to us with an
expectation that our faith is about specific performance, that it is transactional.
Our faith is neither transactional nor is it based on some quid pro quo of good
works vs. grace. Our faith, our mature faith takes some time and effort and
spiritual work.
It was a birthday somewhere
around 1960. As tradition had
it, I squeezed my eyes shut,
clenched my fists, and made a
wish while blowing out the
birthday candles. I wished for
a go-cart. Rusty had a go-cart,
and he was very cool. I
wanted to be cool and so I
needed a go-cart. I dreamed
and wished and hoped and
lobbied for a go-cart. It never
happened.
As much as I WISHED, my dream did not come true. As an aside it is likely that
withholding the vehicle from me at the tender age of 9 is the reason that I am
alive today. That said, what and how do we “wish.” Do we revert to an earlier
age and try to wish things into our lives? I say this because our faith, our
religion, our theology is not about wishing. Yet, some place Jesus in line with
birthday candles, the tooth fairy, perhaps the zodiac, and Lottery. Wishing is
different than praying, fasting, or other spiritual disciplines. Yet, I fear that
many of us “wish” for our creator to jump through some spiritual hoops in
order to satisfy our demands, our wishes.
We are not a spiritually transactional faith nor are we a faith that exists for the
sole purpose or belief in miracles. Wishes should not replace hope. Hope is
one of the foundations of our faith. We believe and look forward to the
resurrection of the dead – hope. We believe in a power, a source of love, an
energy that is beyond definition that we call God, Allah, Elohim. Hope and
assurance given to us by that young Rabbi Y'shua.
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The challenge is to subdue our wishing and replace it with hoping. Hoping is broader and grander
and more inclusive. Hope is the fuel of optimism. And Christianity is, if nothing else, optimistic it is
hopeful. We might want to wish the cancer in a loved one away. We might wish that it is not an
aggressive cancer that will end in death. But the cancer will grow, and the inevitable will happen.
Our wish not granted. But what we can hope for and act upon is a peaceful transition. Hopes are
projections of what is possible. Then it is possible our actions and those of others can act to fulfill
that hope. I know that this may seem like a word game, but it is not.
Both the best and worst of who we are can be found in the Church. The Church is what Y’shua left
us. He did so intentionally by gathering a group of misfits and outliers called the Apostles. Further,
as we have recently heard in the Gospel, he gathered believers which he equipped and sent out to
spread the Good News. Some times 12 some times up to 70 were sent out. Jesus’ earthly ministry
was intended to establish a way to know and love the creator and for the creator to know and love
we faithful. He demonstrated hope in his Disciples; hope in a core group of people to invite, bless,
teach, and send out so that others might know the love of God without a transaction other than
faith, belief, and devotion.
Devotion is a word that has fallen away in our quest for
Jesus. It was a commonly used word a generation or more
ago. Devotion meant a certain degree of spiritual discipline.
It meant taking great care with our faith and its
expressions. It meant showing up on a regular basis; it
meant caring for each other; getting to know each other.
Devotion is an expression of relationship.
What devotion(s) might we express and make a part of our
lives? Perhaps a devotion to scripture: its reading, parsing,
researching, and allowing it to transform. Perhaps a
devotion to a saint that you may have some synergy with or admiration for. In that case the
devotion means praying with that Saint, coming to emotionally attach to that Saint, to walk in the
way of that Saint. But I caution such devotion is or should always be with the understanding that
the Saint in question was responding with Devotion to Jesus. Or perhaps even the simple discipline
of praying the rosary. Devotion.
Finally, a devotion to the practice of our faith which requires us to join in community to worship is
perhaps the most significant of devotions. Church in its central role is not only about social justice
thought it may also be that. Church in its central role is not only about speaking truth to power,
although that is certainly part of its calling. Church is not only about the Food Pantry or Anna’s
Place. Church is about our relationship to Jesus on an individual AND communal basis. It is about
and intended for the worship of the one Holy Trinity. It is about and for the increase in the
knowledge and love of that same Holy Trinity. It is about building a hopefulness that is so strong
that it cannot be shaken because we believe-and that takes work and renewal. Paul wrote a letter
to the Romans. Romans was his declaration of faith and embodied his theology and culture. He said
many things in his essay to the Roman Church some we accept and others we reject being a new
people of faith. But one of his experiences of Jesus is offered for us today, “May the God of hope fill
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you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13
Let us take this journey of hope and expectations together. Let us worship and learn together. Let
us bring others into our experience of the Living God who loves abundantly; who judges what is
right and what is wrong; who promises a new age of complete acceptance of what and who we are
through faith. Become a person of devotion. From all of this our expressions of love will flow
abundantly not as we wish but as God wishes: Food Pantry, Anna’s Place, Victims of Violence
Memorials, speaking truth to power, Reconciliation and Restoration. All these things will flow from
our devotion to Jesus.

“...but those who hope in the LORD will
renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run and not
grow weary, they will walk and not be
faint.” The Prophet Isaiah

Fruit of the Spirit
Anna’s Place NOLA
Summer Camp 2022
Campers
Interns—Graduates of
Anna’s Place

Volunteers from Jesuit
and St. Augustine Prep
Staff

The Rev. Deacon Ben Nobles
If you have an interest in participating in any of these ministries contact Deacon Ben or the Office give us your name and we will get you

St. Anna’s Blessing Bag Ministry is a continuation of St. Anna’s Homeless Ministry that was started
by Bro. Don Dubay. The Blessing Bag Ministry strives to serve the most vulnerable in our city by
providing a Brown Bag Meal, Toiletries, Socks, and during the winter months Warm Blankets.
The Blessing Bag Ministry is currently partnering with CrescentCare and the clients of their Needle
Exchange Program on Fridays to provide a Brown Bag Meal, Toiletries, Socks, LOVE, and Friendship.
We are also working on partnerships for the near future with Project Lazarus, and EDOLA’s Addiction Recovery Ministry.

Food Pantry News
Remember to bring a food item for our donation basket on Sundays
Dried Beans
Canned Goods
Pasta
Rice
For our homeless ministries:
Cases of water
Personal Body Wipes
Personal Hygiene Items
Want help with the Food Pantry Ministry? Call us (504) 947-2121

It is time to start our Annual
Scholarship Fund Drive
Our Goal: $15,000
Donations may be made by check
in the memo “Scholarship Fund”
Or on our website under: Special
Fundraising-Scholarship Fund
Please consider making a
donation now.
Our students NEED your
support!
We will start a “second
collection” to support this
ministry.
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Anna’s Place NOLA - Hope•Equity•Dignity
State Representative Royce Duplessis visits Anna’s Place
NOLA and The Dodwell House
Anna’s Place NOLA recently had the opportunity to take State Rep. Royce Duplessis on a
tour of the Dodwell House. State Rep Duplessis was blown away by the beauty of the
building and was able to visualize what The Dodwell House Community Resource Center
would do for the Treme neighborhood. He admired the work the Anna’s Place has done
thus far and looks to collaborate moving forward. He gives his full support in the mission
and looks to visit frequently.

Commitments/Grants
St. Anna’s and Anna’s Place NOLA would like to give A huge THANK YOU to Patty
Riddlebarger and our very own Bill Glew. Both played a key role in the awarding of
$50,000 from the Entergy Charitable Foundation Grant. This grant is for programmatic
support of Anna's Place NOLA for the capital campaign. We are truly excited and

looking forward to expanding our programming capacity.

Anna’s Place NOLA was honored to receive a $6250 grant
from the Trinity Church VML Fund. Anna’s place will be
able to purchase additional instruments, computers, and
assist with program transportation costs.

The Mary Freeman Wisdom Foundation
Anna’s Place was honored to receive the Mary Freedom Wisdom Foundation grant of $3,000. The

grant will offset the cost of tutoring, supplemental learning, critical supplies such as computers
and IXL, instruments, art related supplies or cultural/educational excursions and field trips.

What better way to memorialize a loved one…….
Saint Anna's Church is now selling Memorial bricks. The vision is a "Memorial Pathway" next to the Gordon Maginnis House. These bricks may be used as a tribute to a
cause, a person, a pet, or a loved one. The bricks are heavy brick pavers deeply engraved.
Proceeds from the brick sales will be invested in our Memorial Gardens which are
the courtyard and Memorial Walkway area. In addition, supporting business partners
may also invest in bricks showing their support for the mission work that St. Anna's
and Anna's Place NOLA does.
To order your personalized brick contact the Parish
Office at 504-947-2121 or admin@stannanola.org
COST:
4X8 Brick is $50.00

8X8 Brick is $150.00

If you are interested in becoming a Homeless
Outreach Missioner please contact Fr. Bill or
Deacon Ben. This would be taking over the work
that is done with the unsheltered. It is hard but
good work. It is not for everyone but it IS for some.
Is God calling you?

An Atheist’s Dream
By The Rev. Deacon Buck Close
Yesterday’s (June 27, 2022) Supreme Court decision in the case of Kennedy v,
Bremerton School District vexed me greatly. And my angst has nothing to do with
the legalities or the arguments pro and con. I mourn for the millions of religious
seekers (of all faiths and creeds) who will be tempted to abandon their search for God due to the
insistence of a powerful minority that we mix religion with public events, that we abandon the separation of church and state.
In Kennedy v. Bremerton, a high school football coach sued for the right to pray at the 50 yard line
following every football game. The practice naturally attracted some of his team either because
they sincerely wanted to demonstrate their Christian faith in a public way or because they wanted
to remain in Coach Kennedy’s good graces. Parents began to join in and the school district wondered whether this had become tantamount to an endorsement of a particular religion by the
school district which they figured was not legal. They asked the coach to stop and offered him another location where his post game prayer sessions could be held. He refused to budge from the
50 yard line and sued. The Supreme Court found in his favor on free speech grounds.
I share Coach Kennedy’s religion. We both are disciples of Jesus. Where we part company is in
how we choose to tell others of our faith. And I think we represent two camps of Christians. I am
going to call the two camps the Evangelical camp and the Sacramental camp. By no means am I
saying that these are rigid distinctions or even proper distinctions. I am using them to illustrate my
point about the separation of church and state and the effects of the Kennedy v. Bremerton ruling.
Coach Kennedy is a worthy representative of the Evangelical camp. He believes that he made a
commitment to God himself to pray at the 50 yard line after every game to showcase, as it were,
his commitment to Jesus. He undoubtedly believes that this is a proper way to spread the gospel
as every Christian is commanded to do at the end of the gospel of Matthew: Go therefore and make

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit…….Matthew 28:19. Evangelicals like Coach Kennedy believe in public appeals - kneeling on

football fields to pray, billboards calling for repentance, revivals in large auditoria, tv shows, etc.,
etc. They are especially fond of dramatic conversions, often in public, when one is forever changed
into a disciple by a compelling “altar call.” They tend to follow a charismatic leader/preacher like
Billy Graham, Joel Osteen, Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, etc.
So, what is wrong with that? Nothing is wrong with it for the person who is brought to faith in such
ways. But I doubt that the majority of today’s seekers respond to the public approach of the Evangelical camp. I have three children born in the 80’s. To the extent that their generation is at all interested in religion, they don’t seem to be susceptible to the public approach to evangelism. They
seem to be more apt to respond to other more gentle and, yes, subtle approaches to a life of faith.
Almost 20 years ago I wrote about thisAn
in EF
a parish
newsletter.
3 Tornado
hits ArabiI lamented
Louisiana the fact that their generation was more likely to be a fan of Bill Maher - a clever, funny, crusading atheist - than they were
to be a fan of any TV evangelist. I think I understated the case. Millennials, Gen X’ers, and their

successors are, in my opinion, unlikely to become interested in learning about the religious life if
the examples they see of religious people are the ones the media put out there - Coach Kennedy,
TV Evangelists, Pro Life demonstrators, CPAC attendees sporting the inevitable jeweled cross
around their necks, etc. When you add to this the more recent phenomenon of a Supreme Court
dominated by conservative Roman Catholics, one can easily discern why the most popular choice
of religion among our younger generations is none of the above.
What about that other camp of Christians, the Sacramental camp? What in the world am I talking
about?
Let me start by saying that I have thought about these issues pretty much non-stop for about 35
years. And I could write about it for many, many more pages than any of you would want to read.
So, I will force myself to pare down my message drastically.
The sacramental Christian that I am referring to feels strongly that, in words attributed to St. Francis, one should preach the gospel at all times, and, if necessary, use words. That is another way of
saying that actions speak louder than words. So, such Christians usually try to let their actions
demonstrate their faith rather than their words - although words are, indeed, sometimes necessary. I would say that this attitude describes the vast majority of the parishioners with whom I
have interacted over the past 25 years since I became a candidate for Holy Orders. What else describes those parishioners? They believe in the sacraments - especially Baptism and Eucharist.
And, in the case of many, they are refueled for a life of discipleship by receiving the sacrament
regularly on Sundays. And, finally, they believe in community - a community of like believers who
bolster each other’s faith by gathering for worship and fellowship regularly.
A sacrament is defined as an outward and visible sign of inward and spiritual grace. Going to a
nursing home to visit a lonely resident is sacramental. Being a good and active steward of God’s
creation - our earthly home - is sacramental. Healing the sick, feeding the hungry, visiting the
prisoner, mourning with the grief stricken are sacramental acts.
The Christianity that I love doesn’t depend on one dramatic conversion. It demands a lifetime of
conversion. It doesn’t demand public displays of piety. In fact, it really demands the opposite. See
Matthew 6:1-6. It doesn’t depend on the skills of an evangelical preacher. It demands that one listen
for that still small voice. It doesn’t promise prosperity. Rather it demands some sacrifice. It is a
quiet sort of faith but it demands action. The Church Militant, a concept that I like despite the military overtones, is seen in the millions of selfless acts of its members.
The decision in Kennedy v. Bremerton School District will encourage the Evangelical camp to proclaim their faith more openly in the public square. I pray that that doesn’t turn off more seekers
than it attracts. I pray it doesn’t create a few generations where atheism supplants Christianity as
the most popular Pew Survey category. But most of all, I pray that those seeking meaning for their
lives will consider following Christ sacramentally as He commanded us to do.
An EF 3 Tornado hits Arabi Louisiana
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Nicole Gottschalk Senior Warden
For the last couple of months, I found myself in various conversations about my personality. I consider myself very introverted. More
accurately I describe myself as an extraverted introvert and if you
ask my husband he'll say that he married an extrovert that is becoming an introvert. I can be very social as most of you may know
went out in a social setting already however it's the getting there
that's the issue. With the exceptions of work and church doctor's
appointments in the like I would spend 90% of my time in my home. I
quite literally am the type of person who has to remind themselves
that they have friends and that yes you probably should give them a
call or at least a text every now and then and yes they would like to
see my face once in a while.
Recently the subject came up after church service one Sunday
while having a discussion with several other parishioners. And quite honestly, I wasn't surprised to
find that I am not the only one who thinks of themselves this way. What I found more interesting
was the answer that I got from the parishioner I was speaking to about what he thought about
Keith thought about people such as myself. Unlike many a time at Saint Anna's I couldn't story
about the place in which he lived among several other people who were the same age. This person
noted that it was those who tend to stay in their apartments and not socialize who seem to be the
grumpiest and had more illness and couldn't understand why to stand why they also had no friends.
I along with the others in the conversation were told simply this; that he made it a point to attend
everything that he was embarrassed to. Not that he was all that social, but he had to make himself
social because that was living. Was those who sat locked up in the apartments who were slowly
dying we're slowly dying because they had simply stopped correctly living that's what I got.
But it also made me think about other people in my life the ones that I can't seem to make myself
get out to go and see. It occurred to me that by giving in to my introvertiveness that maybe the
same thing was happening on their end and we were both missing out. How many missed opportunities have we had, how many relationships were not built or nurtured because it wasn't comfortable? How many people that we actually care about in our lives felt in our lives felt as if we didn't
because we were not there to show it? I have been asking myself this since that conversation and
I'll be honest with you just today my husband had to remind me to reach out to a friend that we
haven't spoken to for a while and knew it's having a hard time. Making that change is not as easy as
I had hoped it would be but I liked to think the fact that I know that I need to is a start. I won't lie I
will probably start several times more, but my hope is that I'll keep trying until it takes.
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“Saint Anna's Episcopal Church” is a registered AmazonSmile charity. So, as you do any
Amazon shopping please consider going through Amazon Prime. Vicki Terry, Diana Meyers,
and Sean McLoughlin all do and we are thrilled to do it. Buy in the same way and give to a great
cause. Book mark it and use it because it works.

“Darkness cannot drive out
darkness; only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate; only
love can do that.” —Martin Luther
King, Jr

From the Vestry
We respond to God’s generosity with generosity of our own – active
stewardship involves caring for the things we love and the things entrusted to
our care.
From a practical perspective, we all know that it is our pledge dollars that support the program and
operations of our church. And it seems we’re always asking for money for special projects or
programs. But, as we learned in last month’s article, stewardship is also about
the way we welcome each other and newcomers
the way we forgive those who have offended us
the way we care for our planet
the way we volunteer our time and talents
and even the way we pray
So, let’s talk about generosity this month.
Generosity is defined as the willingness to give or to share, and should come from gratitude for
what we have. “Transforming Generosity” is giving that can change both the giver and the receiver.
Generosity transforms our community and our church -- when we give from the heart it is
empowering to know that our resources are going to support the church and the church’s
important programs. But what does it do for us individually? Generosity transforms us by
Making us healthy – it reduces blood pressure, lowers the risk of dementia, reduces anxiety and
depression, improves chronic pain management
Making us happy – it triggers feel-good chemicals like endorphins, dopamine and oxytocin
Lowering our stress – being stingy can actually raise our stress levels (think of Scrooge!)
Improving our relationships – it’s been show to create higher levels of marital satisfaction
Extending our lives – volunteering dramatically reduces mortality rates
It is not always an easy choice to prioritize our giving to the church over what we need in our dayto-day lives or the responsibilities of work or family. Prayerful thought and consideration is
required. Ask yourself these questions:
What am I thankful for?
What form will my generosity take (time, talent and/or treasure)?
What would be a good balance with my day-to-day live? (Hint: Start small and build up to your
goal.)

My personal perspective
By the Rev. Deacon Luigi Mandile
We have all been through a great deal these past two years with COVID and does not quit seem to
be going away altogether. When the COVID surge seemed as it would not stop, thousands were
sick and dying. I prayed and thought the situation with COVID could never become worse than what
it is.
When COVID outbreak began, I had mentioned several times to friends, the situation had me
reminisce when AIDS began. The gay community was an outcast yet again. Let me give you some
of my own personal background with the AIDS Pandemic.
When I first heard of a “Gay Cancer” it was about 1981-2. I read about it in a Gay National
Newspaper called the advocate. This paper was written out of San Francisco. (This is way before
internet and social media). I remember the article about a “gay cancer”. I spoke about this article,
to my partner and all our friends. The response I would receive: We are in Baton Rouge, what can
happen here? Then who can blame them? Stonewall riots (Gay Liberation) was only 10 years ago.
Gay Bars and Discos were very popular in the late 1970’s, no matter your sexual preference. What
a great inclusive path we seemed to be going towards.
All this came to a sudden stop for me, as AIDS began showing up in the deep South. Political
groups, National, state and city government did not know what to do. And of course, those in power
within the religious community. I do not only mean the Jerry Farwell types, for the most part ALL
religious community. I can only speak of my experience at the time as a Roman Catholic.
I felt the gay community was about to go back into the closest. If we had not seen someone out in
very long time usually it was because he was sick. If we eventually see the person, he went from a
good looking 22-year-old to a very thin sickly person sometimes in the matter of 30-60 days. At
that time if you were told you were infected, that was considered your death sentence.
If you told someone you were Gay, they may believe you are sick just because you are Gay. They
would keep their distance. A dentist made me take a blood test just to clean my teeth. My partner
and I were told directly to our face when we went to look at an apartment. “I don’t rent out my place
to Queers, that will probably die from AIDS anyway.
The word Queer at that time was a horrible and hurtful word to call a Gay man. Someone yelling
Queer while driving by meant more times than not, you were about to be chased and if caught
beaten up or worse. Today I understand from much younger people in the LGBTQ+ community that
the word Queer is who they are. Times change as they should, however I cannot accept the word
Queer, in any manner. When I do hear it said by anyone, it hurts and stings.
The Churchy turned its back on us. I went to many funerals’ (Roman Catholic) where we were not
allowed to be in the main church for a funeral, but in a small side chapel. I have witness priest not

allowing communion to be taken. I have witnessed a Priest say during his Homily to the
congregation and family of the deceased in attendance; this is what he deserved.
The government of the great State of Louisiana came up with the idea of rounding up those that
were sick and shipped off to somewhere off the coast in the Gulf. This suggestion and a few other
suggestions were printed in the newspaper, my mother called me crying at what she read. My
mother died a year later from Cancer. The last thing she said to me was “promise me you will not
get sick and die, I know I will see you again but its to soon.” I will never forget the look on her face
when she said these last words to me.
I can do a litany of what was said and what happened. From my own family not allowing me around
their kids. And they themselves did not want me around at times especially when AIDS was taking
its toll on the community in Baton Rouge and New Orleans. I was losing so many friends so very
fast to AIDS.
Then, to my great surprise and shock, I woke up to the following headlines only yesterday 5/23/22.

“CDC officials sound alarm for gay and bisexual men as monkeypox spreads in community”
I wonder if these types of headlines will begin a new cycle of hate against the Gay community. The
general mind set of people today compared to1983 is different, I must admit, I wonder. The current
political situation is dismal to me. I find the politics of the early days of AIDS within the Reagan
Administration very bad. It scares me if a new administration comes in with blinders on regarding
the issues for this. Reading these types of Headlines freak me out. Yes, they do. I want to say sort
of a PTSD thing going on for me.

Will I let it define me as a Gay man, as I allowed AIDS to do in the1980’s? No!

The Feast of Saint Anna-July 24, 2022
“According to Christian apocryphal and Islamic tradition, Saint Anne was the mother of Mary and the
maternal grandmother of Jesus. Mary's mother is not named in the canonical gospels. In writing, Anne's
name and that of her husband Joachim come only from New Testament apocrypha, of which
the Gospel of James (written perhaps around 150) seems to be the earliest that mentions them. The
mother of Mary is mentioned but not named in the Quran.” Wikipedia
Saint Anna is considered the Patron Saint of expectant mothers. We have always celebrated that. I
propose a change and that we celebrate women, their challenges, and their achievements. I say this
considering the recent Court decisions. Women need our support and Anna
being a maternal figure in our church tradition is as good a Patron as I can think
of. “Anna Patron of the Dignity of Women.” Join us for this celebration of our
Parish Life and of the Dignity of Women.

Blessed Anna by your intercession may the dignity accorded in creation be bestowed upon
all women everywhere and in all conditions. By your prayers and intercessions may divine
peace and power rain upon all our sisters and those who claim that identity for
themselves. Through the power of Jesus Christ we pray. AMEN

Breath of the Spirit Pentecost June 5, 2022
By Lori Ranner, Vestry Member

“So, Ms. Ranner - like, did the Greeks just not do clothes?”
It’s the middle of the sophomore World History unit on Ancient Greece, and this
was the comment of a student obliquely alluding to the video clip on Classical
sculpture in which everyone seems perpetually naked. Before I can get more
than a few words into my explanation of heroic nudity, someone else pipes up
with the further observation that Athens must’ve been some town, with “3-D
porn” apparently set up on every street corner. These are the honors kids, and so
the conversation takes a turn into how one might go about establishing the parameters of art - what makes something lascivious versus beautiful? It’s more or
less what always happens at this juncture, every year; you can set your clock by
it. I make the point that there’s a significant difference between glorifying the human body and unbridled lust - that in fact, to the Greeks, they were polar opposites.
The kids are inevitably skeptical. I take things a little further, explaining that heroic nudes embody
the state of being kaloskagathos, literally “beautiful and good” - which in layman’s terms just means
someone who has become the most perfectly, fully realized human being possible, inside and out. And
of course, self-mastery is the crowning virtue of a kaloskagathos person - the adherence to the maxim
of “nothing in excess” - which is fairly unrepresentative of what pornography is meant either to portray
or elicit. In the anthropomorphic artistic vision of the Greeks, the body becomes the vehicle for illustrating not the degradation of the human condition - our enslavement to appetites - but just how close to
divinity we really are. As anyone can testify who has dipped into Homer, our mortal state - our enfleshment - makes us more poignant, and in some senses more puissant, than the gods. We feel more deeply than they do, because we know someday it all comes to an end. As a pivot point, I show the class a
picture of Socrates (half) dressed in his chiton to prove that Greeks did wear clothes sometimes; now if I
can just cram all of Greek philosophy into the last ten minutes before the bell…
One might well ask: but what does this Greek art business have to do with Pentecost? Isn’t it the
pre-eminent feast of the Spirit? Reflecting on the readings, however, it becomes apparent that the two
carry a similar message about humanity’s role in realizing the Kingdom of God.
Pentecost was an intensely sensual experience. Sound, light, heat, speech - the Spirit, channeled through the bodies of the disciples and that of Christ. The Spirit is not an idea - it is wind, it is fire,
it is the breath of the Savior upon his beloved ones. It is only apprehended with their bodies; we have
not a single word on the ideas running through their heads.
In their bodies, this miracle is expressed and its power transferred to others. Those tongues of
flame become translated, we are told, into all the tongues of the Roman world. This detail of parallelism
should not be overlooked: one single undifferentiated substance, the Spirit - channeled through human
beings in their physical, idiomatic, incarnate selves - only thus does it become the words that every ear
needs to hear, that every heart yearns for, the words spoken to each individual in the language they can
understand. The Spirit overcomes the barriers that human beings erect between themselves - walls,
doors - but it relies on the openness and faith of the disciples, not their esoteric knowledge, to make itself understood. Without their bodies, their tongues, It would be mute and thus unheard in the world.
This is the humility of our Creator: our bodies good are necessary for the work of God in the world to be
accomplished.
The Psalmist gives us the context of this extraordinary faith of God in creation. Our existence is a
source of mutual joy; the Lord and I rejoice in each other’s presence. When you send out your spirit,
they are created, and you renew the face of the earth. Though we are wholly dependent upon God as
the source and sustainer of our being, yet, God, too, depends upon us. It is our creation - our being-inthe world - that makes the renewal of that world possible. And as we all know from our human ties, to
be needed is both a burden and a boon.

The spirit needs the body. Without our bodies, we lose ourselves. Paul suggests that we view our
physical gifts as manifestations of spirit; the great metaphor of the Body of Christ is no idle literary device. It is an expression of one of the most fundamental truths of our existence: just as Theresa of Avila
tells us that Christ has no body on earth now but ours, so too are our bodies the chosen bearers of the
divine - not as some separate, bifurcated essence cultivated at the expense of the flesh. To the contrary, the divine spirit, as we witness in the Upper Room, can find no way into the world but through a
body. The human person and the Divine Christ, body and spirit: belonging to one another, making a
home in one another as lovers do.
It is a oneness that has suffered much violence over the centuries. The greatest schism in Christianity is not of East and West, of Protestant and Catholic; it is the ripping apart of the very fabric of
Christ - the oneness of body and spirit - and the creation of artificial divides, of false oppositions, where
none exist. The true work of evil, as we know from the etymology of the word diabolos, from whence
devil and diabolical derive, is the destruction of wholeness and integrity; the temptation is always upon
us to choose sides - in this case, historically it has been the side of the spirit that is championed, and
that of the body degraded and shamed. It is at best a junior partner, subservient and tame.
Pentecost is here to give lie to that narrative, to expose the diabolical origins of this line of thinking, and to set forth in the clearest possible terms the place of our physical selves in the history of salvation, if an incarnate Christ doesn’t make it clear enough: salvation dwells nowhere else but in the body.
We are saved, and can help others toward salvation through our physical selves, or not at all.
Why is this message so important? For so many of us, our relationships with our bodies are a
story of torment and trouble. For some, our own bodies are a source of profound alienation. Others are
deeply at home in their bodies; it is the rest of the world that doesn’t seem able to understand why.
Some of us inhabit bodies that have been denigrated from an early age by those who were supposed to
nurture and care for us and it will take many years of struggle to unlearn the lessons of being fundamentally unsatisfactory, of being too much or not enough. Some are told our bodies must be another
way, or we must inhabit them another way, to be acceptable. For yet others among us, there is the sinking suspicion that there is an inherent wrongness to who we are that can’t be fixed.
Pentecost is here to tell us that our bodies are not unfixable, unlovable, unworthy, that in fact, as
the little sign on a counselor’s door proclaimed at the school where I used to teach: all bodies are good
bodies - and powerful ones. At first glance, this would seem to contradict the Greek ideal of the supreme person, the kaloskagathos, and it is true the Greeks themselves were ruthlessly critical of those
who fell short of their ideals. As in the ancient Olympics, there was first place, and there was everybody
else.
However, look a little closer, and you will see that that the inspirational plaque, the Greek ideal,
and Pentecost are very much on the same page about one thing: the absolute necessity of the human
body. Without it, there is no other way of being who we are, the creation in which God takes such pleasure. Bodies are not only inescapable, they are indispensable, and it is Jesus’ own acts at Pentecost
that illuminate this truth in a way that is hard to play down, or deny.
First, John tells us that the disciples knew Jesus not by words, but wounds. It was through contact with Jesus’ physical vulnerability in the most literal sense by which they understood that this was
their Lord.
Second, when the moment arrives to transmit the Spirit to his friends, Jesus performs an incredibly intimate act: he breathes upon them. In Greek the word for spirit and breath is the same, pneuma, a
word that neatly gives lie to the physical/spiritual divide. To say Jesus bestowed the Spirit upon them
sounds very cerebral and rather sanitized - like some kind of theological graduation ceremony. To say
that he breathed upon them conjures up something quite different. When are we humans close enough
to share the breath of another? I think of the milky breath of infants, the last breath of the dying as life
leaves the body and we lean in a little closer before it goes, the breath of the beloved as we lie in their
arms. It is that close that Jesus comes to the disciples: body to body, and soul to soul.

Open Communion
An Excerpt from Episcopal News Service “Committees reject open Communion, endorse revisions
addressing antisemitic and racist language”
by Egan Millard 6/28/2020
The proposed resolution that had attracted perhaps more interest than any other – C028, which
would have repealed the canon restricting the Eucharist to those who have been baptized –
ultimately died without much debate. Two people testified against the resolution proposed by the
Diocese of Northern California, both referencing the sacramental arguments against open
Communion that have been raised by theologians over the past month.
“The resolution as I read it is admirably rooted in a theology of hospitality. I worry, however, that
the hospitality it offers is a cheap hospitality,” said Tyler Sampson, a lay preacher and theological
student from the Diocese of Washington. “Baptism is no dinner ticket to Communion, but entry into
the life in Christ.”
Bishops and deputies voted to take no action on C028, effectively killing it. Bishops’ and deputies’
committees have distinct rosters and vote separately, but they often meet together for hearings
and deliberations on resolutions.

An Editorial Comment from The Rector
Over the course of the past years I, as Rector, have struggled with the idea of “Open
Communion.” To be clear the idea is that Communion may be offered to anyone desiring it without the
necessity of first being baptized. The Church Canons (Laws) are quite clear: We offer Communion to
all who are baptized. The controversy is basically one that points toward baptism as the entry into the
body of Christ. If we begin to disconnect the sacraments, so to speak, we begin to diminish their
communal effect. Baptism, as is noted above is no “dinner ticket to Communion” and the discussion
continues. The arguments for “Open Communion” sound something like this: it shows hospitality, it
demonstrates accessibility, it (Communion) on its own merits confers graces, it does not divide or
marginalize, it is inclusive.
Often at the start of Mass I used to say “All baptized Christians are invited and encouraged to
receive Holy Communion irrespective of denomination.” However, about four years ago I began to say
“All Christ believers are invited to receive Holy Communion.” My shift was based on the inclusivity
arguments and grace conferred arguments. But I have and still do struggle. At some point not long ago
I slipped back into my more orthodox announcement “baptized Christians” and one of our members
was very disappointed. So I wrestle with this debate.
I can clearly see the argument for an integrated life in Christ, that is, we begin the journey with
Baptism; we continue and restore that journey through Eucharist. I believe that this basic concept has
merit and it is the right thing to do in this day and age. But, it is complicated and I rest with a large
degree of discomfort. Yet, I equally believe that we must not make it so convenient to receive any
sacrament that we lose the heart of our faith. We must act out of intentionality rather than reactivity and
desperation. I believe wholly and truly that our faith will survive.
Without invitation, therefore, the people will gather. Because so many enter our church in a
fragile state; because so many enter believing that we set ourselves apart in judgement; because all of
this is a complicated issue; my policy will be this:
At the start of church I will simply say that “Eucharist is offered without discrimination as to
denomination” that part is true and clear. I will say nothing else. I will make room for the Holy Spirit. You
can thank Deacon Ben and a conversation with him for my current position at St. Anna’s that I have.

All Orleans Parish residents - regardless of medical or mobility status –
are encouraged to sign up through Smart911 ahead of an emergency.
Orleans Parish has transitioned away from the previous “Special Needs Registry” program to
Smart911. This will improve alerting capabilities to individuals with access and functional needs
during disasters. Individuals previously on the registry are NOT auto-enrolled in the new system
and must create a new profile.
Smart911 is a free service that allows individuals to create a household Safety Profile at https://
nola.gov/smart911 (or by downloading the app from the Google Play or Apple app store) that can
include any information they may want 9-1-1 call takers and first responders to have in the event of
an emergency. Then if they need to dial 9-1-1 their Safety Profile will immediately display on the
call taker’s screen saving critical seconds and even minutes in response to the emergency. Individuals can opt-in to receive notifications on potentially hazardous situations involving
weather, traffic and other emergencies. It is strongly encouraged that residents “opt-in” to sharing
this information with emergency management personnel to be able to target messaging about
transportation, communication, and/or health/medical services that can be provided during emergencies. More information can be found on NOHD's Public Health Emergencies page at https://
nola.gov/health/emergency-preparedness/ or for assistance registering call 3-1-1.

From the Harry Thompson Center Newsletter
Volunteer Spotlight: Brother Donald Dubay, CFC
Just before doors open at 7:30am on an unseasonably cool
spring morning, Brother Donald Dubay, CFC, enters the back
gate carrying boxes stacked as high as the brim of his
signature ball cap. He beams, God is good, as he sets down
the load to reveal several cases of underwear, towels,
hygiene items, and even a few checks made out to our Center.
The whole team is elated – our underwear supply has been
low and Brother Don’s donation contains boxer briefs, our
guests’ favorite! When we thank him, he is touched but quick
to direct the credit to the caring hearts within the Community
of Francis and Clare and the greater community. “I am simply
grateful to be the messenger.” he says, before making his way
to the front gate for his volunteer shift.

More Summer Camp 2022
Anna’s Place NOLA

Dance Classes with Mr. Kenneth
Kynt Bryan above
Mr. Ken Leach and students on
piano center
Joanna Rivers teaching Rocket
Science to our kids below

CPR Training Above
Mr. Darryl at Skate World below

Our Mission

S ain t A nn a’s

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing
relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates
the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and
hospitality. "

1313 Esplanade Ave.
New Orleans, LA. 70116
Office: 504-947-2121
Email: admin@stannanola.org

Collects and Prayers for weekday meditations

For Social Justice: Almighty God, who created us in your own image: Grant us grace fearlessly to
contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our
freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among the
nations, to the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A prayer of dedication:
Christ Jesus, you go before and behind us/me, you are our light and our shield; guide our path,

be our clear sight, lift us up in your Gospel joy, and bless the work we do in your name and honor,

Save the Dates:
July 24th Feast of Saint Anna
July 30th Unveiling of new Victims of Violence
Memorial
For More Information as it develops check out our
website.

