Mardi Gras ends and Lent Begins
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AnnaGram
Abundance
As I sit in my office today sounds of Latin music waft through my windows coming from the construction
crew next door. The day is quite warm and a bit humid. It is, at last, a New Orleans kind of day. I had
occasion to drive uptown today for a lunch. Not having been Uptown in about 20 years during Mardi Gras I
was amazed at the chairs, ladders, vendors, and folks already camped out before noon. I was amazed even
though I am a native. While all of our revelry and pageantry is unfolding these days I was also mindful of our
community having just come out of its solitude from the pandemic. A communal frenzy seems to be building
in response to almost two years of health generated restrictions. You can feel it. It is like a giant sigh of
communal relief. Beyond that sigh Ash Wednesday, equally revered if not as flamboyant as a float. It is our
place and our home and our way.
As I sit in my office today the sounds of Latin music waft through my windows inhibited by news releases
online about the present storm of violence in Europe. Europe forever chained to her history that seems to
perpetually cause war and rebellion. I am of a generation that was tutored in the drama of World War II. Our
parents were the so called Silent Generation or "The Greatest Generation." My generation hid under our
desks during the first Cold War preparing for nuclear holocaust. Those precautions were laughable really. We
would have been vaporized whilst hiding under our desks. So, people in my generation may be feeling a
heightened sense of dread at the present moment.
Yet, I am mindful that virtually every generation from Boomers to Alphe have lived in a state of war. But, the
reality is that it was limited war. This war of the Russians and the West seems potentially bigger. It may simply
disappear just as the Crimea was absorbed and disappeared. But, as I write today there is a sense of
foreboding for some in my generation. Perhaps that foreboding is seeping into all the generations. Perhaps
the only thing left for some of us to do is pray. Prayer may be the end point or it can be the starting point.
But prayer is never the only point. I have watched hopes and comfort play out on fingers racing across the
rosary beads. That is the point, a sense of place in a world that seems to want to shove us aside, overwhelm
us, confront us...prayer a place of hope and comfort. I have seen the stress and anxiety wash off as folks
gather in our sweet little church. The smell of incense lingering and in that lingering a reminder of peace, love,
charity, and purity. Imperfectly worked out but none the less present.
As I sit in my office today the sounds of Latin music waft through my windows and I just got a cup of
afternoon coffee. In the hall were about six students. They are older students part of the DAWN group. They
are trying to sort out their lives measured by ACT testing, math scores, being accepted by peers, shapeshifting in a world that judges one, too often, by skin color. Yet, I also know that is the only world that they
know and they are developing strategies to deal with that weight. They show up here and just like those rosary
beads what they get is hope and comfort. Maybe that is the least that hall and old couch can give them.
Maybe that is the start of something that this old house with her gifted mentors can offer as a sacrifice
suitable to God. Hope, comfort, and possibility.
As I sit in my office today the sounds of Latin music waft through my windows I cannot shake the challenges
facing us in trying to create a Community Center that will house space for even more of those children ages 5
-17 and possibly beyond. The coming war in Europe, the fading pandemic, the escalating economic pressures
of construction. Each of those features of this day seeming to work against the good work that we, Saint
Anna's, aspire to. It would be easy enough to allow fatigue to take over and simply walk away and to put our
aspirations on the shelf for a time. Perhaps that even makes sense to the logic driven persona. Yet, there is a
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calling by our friend Jesus to go beyond what makes sense, beyond that logic model, beyond our capacity to walk away. There is a calling
that, if we look deeply into ourselves, will continue to say "yes" in the face of "no." And He said, “Take up your cross and follow me.”
That "yes" finds its grounding in Grace. That "yes" finds its place in the human spirit and fire that is in the image and likeness of God.
That "yes" hides but can be found. That "yes" is in a huddled group of six people in the subway tunnel in Kyiv bowing in prayer. That
"yes" is in one of our students simply showing up and hoping each day in our old hallway oblivious to the peeling paint focused on his/
her/their personal future knowing that we have their back. That "yes" finds its deep roots in places like the Reconciliation Commission in
South Africa. That "yes" is in understanding, as Desmond Tutu explains, "We are different precisely in order to realize our need of one
another..."
As I sit in my office today the sounds of Latin music waft through my windows and I have come to realize that there are infinitely more
"yeses" possible in the world than "no." If we truly believe in the abundance of our God, in God's own self abundance, then how can we
possibly restrict our own lives to a modest "yes" and a modest "no"? The taproot of "yes" is God's abundance; the expression of that
abundance we find in resurrection; in resurrection we find the possibility of our own resurrection. In our own resurrection, be it
imperfect, we begin to bring the world around us with us. Soon enough even the logical "no" will become illogical and the "yes" will
become perfectly clear and profoundly doable. That is not to say that challenges will disappear and that all aspirations will be equally and
quickly fulfilled, no. But it does say that in God's good time; in faith passed along, worked out, and transmitted those foolish hopes and
dreams and aspirations become the stuff of a Holy response to the living God that is so abundant and likewise creates in us the capacity
for abundance beyond even our own imaginations.
There is a title of a book, “The Prophetic Imagination” a phrase that I believe is consistent with the “yes” against the “no.” The prophets
reminded the powerful that their direction, though geo-politically often made sense, were wrong in God’s abundant nature. As cautionary
tales of departing from God’s abundant nature the Hebrew text is full of God’s wrath against those that part from the divine “yes.” I am
not suggesting that such was actually be the case but it was none the less a way of expressing a sort of bronze age justice. Those that
abused would be forgotten and destroyed. Perhaps they were cautionary tales about the very souls of those who sought only their own
selfish needs, their thirst for power, their manipulation of markets and peoples. Perhaps.
But, the “yes” to abundance avoids even those cautionary tales. Peter, imperfect in belief on so many occasions, is of himself a “type”
that ultimately found the “yes” that would forever change his life. So too with tax collectors and even Saul the Pharisee of Pharisees; he
found his “yes” beyond the logic and society that he was a part of. The list could go on but here we are in late February, music drifting on
the breeze, folks preparing for Krewe of Muses, others may be leaving the city on a short vacation, some will simply stay at home and
enjoy the day. Among all of that

Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will
do the works I have been doing, and they will
do even greater things than these…
The Gospel of John

Did you know that there are two Episcopal
HBCUs?
In our next AnnaGram we will feature stories about these
two Historically Black Universities, Voorhees and Saint
Augustine’s.
Before and during the height of Jim Crow the Episcopal
Church responded by establishing over 11 institutions for the
education and betterment of people of color. Sadly only two
remain with a third that closed just two years ago. Of equal
interest is that both of the existing HBCUs are located in the
Carolina’s.
Did you also know that there is an organization called “The Union of Black Episcopalians?” In
our next issue we will consider their thoughts and proposals on the purpose and preservation of
these significant HBCUs.

What Jesus Said About Wealth
Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven. Then come, follow me. Mark 10:21

sell

And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were
no
needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land
or
houses sold them, brought the money for the sales and put it at the
apostles feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. Acts
The Rev. Deacon Buck Close
4: 33b-35
is a member of Saint Anna’s
and Chair of the Dodwell
House Committee

The early Christians took the teachings of Jesus seriously. Those
teachings were fresh in their minds. So Jesus’ counsel to the ''rich young man'' that we read
about in the 10th chapter of Mark (as well as in Matthew and Luke) was actually put into
practice in the church founded by the Apostles. The early Christians were what I like to call
voluntary communists. I like to use that phrase because it seems to scandalize the more sedate
listener. “How can you call Christians communists??!!” Well the answer is simple. Both the
early Christians and the first communists disdained the very notion of private property - all
property was to serve the common good.
Now that begs the question “what in the world happened since then to make this notion almost
laughable to modern Christians of all stripes?” Why, pray tell, is the modern Christian asked
merely to strive to tithe? Why is the “gospel of prosperity” preached by celebrity evangelists
all over the country? Have we lost our way? The answer to that last question is “yes”. The
church, writ large, has softened up Jesus’ teachings on wealth to the point of unrecognizability.
It's easy to forget that one cannot serve God and mammon. In the Bible mammon signified the
pursuit of wealth and was interpreted often as an evil god or spirit. In the parable of the Sower,
we hear these words, The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word
but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word making it unfruitful.
The result of Christian abandonment of Jesus’ teachings on wealth and poverty is on display in
our country at this very moment. Example: During the pandemic, child poverty was cut by an
amazing 33% when the government paid $3000 per child to low income families. These
families didn’t get rich but the payments gave them some breathing space. When the
continuation of that practice was included in the current administration's Build Back Better
bill, it died a quick death at the hands of the minority party. This event - i.e., the failure to
continue the payments - was justified by those who killed the bill on the grounds that it was

too expensive. Yet the cost of the program over 10 years ($1.6tn) is less than the increase in
wealth of the country’s 745 billionaires during the pandemic! Did we hear a cry of anguish
from churches over this bald faced repudiation of the gospel message? I didn’t.
The level of poverty and income inequality that we tolerate in this wealthy country should be
scandalous to Christians. It should be something that unites the many denominations active in
our land. Yet, it might be fair to say that the many denominations are more united behind this
country’s aggressive brand of unfettered capitalism that they are about the worship of wealth
and it’s attendant effect on the poor. I would welcome a more aggressive stance from our
House of Bishops on inequality of income. I would welcome a more aggressive stance on
raising the minimum wage. And I would have welcomed a more robust public stance on
continuing the pandemic payments for children in low income families.
Unlike many church leaders, Jesus didn’t pull any punches in his conversation with the “rich
young man.” He wasn’t afraid to offend him. What needs to be kept in mind is that he did this
because he loved him. He knew what was best for the young man. When we stop worshiping
wealth and begin to walk with Jesus, we are not going to be pining away for what we have
given up. No, we are going to be living richer and more joyful lives. That is part of the good
news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And we all need to live into that truth to the best of our
ability.
(Author’s note: In the ordination rite for Deacons, the Bishop gives the ordinand some
marching orders. Among them is this one: “You are to interpret to the Church the needs,
concerns, and hopes of the world.” For this reason deacons will often talk about real world
issues such as income inequality. We don’t take a vow never to talk about some topic that may
be interpreted as political.)

Nicole Gottschalk Senior Warden
From time to time one or more of my children and I have endless discussions. Some of these
are very serious ranging from politics and gender norms and some are very frivolous on topics
like anime. Right now one in particular stands out and I can't tell you what the original topic
was But at some point we were discussing families. Not ours in particular but more of the
"ideal " family. Most of you will know the one I'm talking about, The mom and dad with a son
and a daughter and a daughter and in this case my son pointed out you know the mom and
daughter blonde and the sun is cute and well behaved, that family. The family that lives in the
house surrounded by a white picket fence. His question was simply whether or not that family
ever really existed. Of course I answered with the usual response and said that it did on
everyone's TV.
Now you ask yourself why does this conversations stick out in my head so much and here is
the answer. This past weekend the vestry of Saint Anna's "your vestry" had its 1st in person
retreat since the start of the pandemic.. As you would expect these usually begin with some
type of get to know you socializing. It continued throughout the weekend with talks on the role
of the vestry and the business of the church but the one theme that I found that carried through
the whole weekend was family. It surely was not planned and it may have gone noticed or
unnoticed but in so many ways we always came around to family.
I have been pondering over that since I came home. "Family," those we were born into and
those we chose. None of us have any say in the first but the second I find very powerful. What
drives us to choose the families that we make? Are those bonds stronger because they are an
active choice? I think I'm the about the 2nd question more often lately, in particular, when I
think, "Is my father who is actually my stepfather." I like to think that he chose to be my father
and since his passing that brings me peace.
Right now I think about how we have all chosen this family, Saint Anna's family. This is how
I think of our church in our congregation as family. This is how I've thought about it since the
day I walked through the doors. It would seem I am not alone in this. We are a great family
with mothers and fathers and aunts and uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews. They come and
go and we may not see them all the time or all that often but they are family nonetheless. Like
any family we celebrate births we mourn our deaths and yes we have our dysfunctions. But
isn't it great that at the core of this family this family we have our faith in God. It is the one
thing about this family that is unchanging.
So now as families tend to do from time to time I have a request of you. It is as simple as it is
hard. I would like each of us to take some time out of our day and reflect on this family.. What
brought you here to become a part of it? What makes you stay? And lastly but certainly not
the least important, What do you think is your role? Is it one that you're happy with or would
you like to try a different one? Maybe you weren't aware of what role you play at all. You
may find your own answer surprising.
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Anna’s Place NOLA - Hope•Equity•Dignity
Below you will see an announcement that we are starting our annual Scholarship
Fund Drive once again.







Why? According to our data 100% of our children live at or below the poverty level. This
presents significant challenges for students who are entering college and/or who have been
blessed by being admitted to a private school on scholarship. Scholarships do not cover all of
the expenses related to a good education.
Who receives it? Anna’s Place Students who are generally in the *DAWN program or have
entered college.
What is the purpose? The purposes of the unrestricted gifts are to enable students to meet
their individual needs. That said examples include: a new lap top for a College Freshman;
tuition assistance for a Jesuit scholarship student; Books, dorm bedding, dorm living for a
Freshman; Individual SAT/ACT/Math tutoring for Juniors and Seniors in High School.
How can you participate? You can make a one time donation online; make a donation on
Sunday using an envelope or marking your check “Scholarship Fund.” You can make an annual
pledge paid monthly, quarterly, annually in addition to your church pledge. This kind of pledge
starts to provide sustainability for the Scholarship Fund.

Prayerfully consider empowering our students who have come this far by faith and hard work in
helping us to finish the work that has begun when they were as young as seven years old.

It is time to start our Annual Scholarship Fund Drive
Each year Saint Anna’s and our allies raise a scholarship fund to support Anna’s Place NOLA
students. Last year it was for financial support of three Seniors entering college.
This year it is for continuing support of those college students as well as one or more students
that we have managed to get into private schools affording them an excellent education.
Our Goal: $15,000
Donations may be made by check in the memo “Scholarship Fund”
Or on our website under: Special Fundraising-Scholarship Fund

From the Treasurer

“Your view of money is the chief spiritual issue of your life,” says Bruce Rockwell, former Assistant to the
Bishop for Stewardship, Diocese of Western Massachusetts. Has your relationship with money turned toxic? Take the
"7 Questions" quiz and find out.
Do you ever worry about having enough or keeping what you have?
_____ yes _____ no
Do you ever envy what others earn, have inherited, or have been able to do because of money they have
and you don’t?
_____ yes _____ no
Do you ever get anxious about what inflation has done to depreciate your savings and your preparation for
retirement?
_____ yes _____ no
Do you ever equate your value as a person with what you earn?
_____ yes _____ no
Is bill-paying stressful for you?
_____ yes _____ no
Has money ever been the source of an argument or misunderstanding with a loved one?
_____ yes _____ no
Do you ever spend more time thinking about money in any one day than you do in prayer?
_____ yes _____ no
If you answered "yes" to one or more of these questions, it might be time to re-think your relationship to
money.
COMMENTARY: As we enter the Season of Lent it is a time set aside for what in AA we call a “fearless
spiritual inventory.” The above quiz might be a starting point for some. As I read it I became mindful that it has a
great deal of power particularly for white middle income people. The quiz, as presented, does not consider the
economic scarcity of some and it’s attendant anxieties and stresses. That said, there is still value in this quiz and it
gets to the point:
“Do you ever spend more time thinking about money in any one day than you do in prayer?” That is a fair
question for any Christian regardless of economic status. The question put to us in another way is who or what is
your central source of personal stability and focus; money or faith? Which of those two inform your life the most? We are in a time of
Luke who clearly understood that our relationship to possessions speaks to our relationship to God.

A Tutorial: Our Organ
By Ken Leach, Organist at Saint Anna’s Episcopal Church and Choir Director Anna’s Place
NOLA Youth ensemble.
The organ has literally been in my
life for as long as I can remember.
Growing up in Lexington,
Kentucky I would sit "fourth row
center" with my Grandmother (that
was her pew!) and two brothers
every Sunday at the Grace Baptist
Church in Lexington, Kentucky
because my Mother sang in the
church choir and my Daddy
worked Sunday mornings at the
Post Office. How I was
mesmerized by the sound of that
little pipe organ!! I thought the
"sounds of music" produced was just about the grandest thing on this Earth!! I would "imitate"
playing the organ with my hands on the back of the wooden pew in front of me. I was no older
than three years of age. I can remember telling my parents, "I can do that!" By the time I was
five, I had my first organ lesson! I am still trying!! Boy does it give "buckle up it's gonna be a
bumpy ride," new meaning!!
Did you know??????
The organ at St. Anna's is a product of the Moeller Organ Company which for many years
operated out of Hagerstown, Maryland. The company was founded by Mathais Peter Moller
who was a prolific organ builder who immigrated from the Danish Island of Bornholm in
1872. The company founded in 1875 lasted until 1992; employed hundreds of people, had a
significant impact on the economy of western Maryland and produced over 12,000 instruments
in the United States! Moeller organs can be found in churches, synagogues, concert halls,
educational institutions and civic auditoriums. Some of the company's most noted work can be
found at all of the United States Military Academies, St. Thomas Church and St. Paul the
Apostle, (NYC) and Atlanta's Fox Theatre. I guess we might say St. Anna's is in good
company!
Our sanctuary instrument is what an organ builder would call a Tracker Organ and was
probably constructed somewhere between 1940-1955. These instruments are smaller and self
contained. The majority of Tracker Organs today would be found in private residences and in
educational institutions practice rooms.

In a Tracker Organ, the organist presses keys and pulls stops (colored sounds) which control
the organs pipes though a complex matrix of levers and valves. The valves admit air to the
pipes which is controlled by the organist striking the key. Because the linkage is mechanical,
the keyboard consoles are built within the body of the organ casing where the pipes are also
housed. Tracker Organs go back hundreds of years and were especially popular and prominent
in the Classical Music Era, (think Mozart!)
Pipe Organs can be traced back to the Hydraulis in Ancient Greece, 3rd century, B. C. in which
wind supply was created by the flow of water in an air tight container! By the 7th century of
the Byzantine Empire, bellows were used to employ the wind.
Organs were introduced into the church around 900 A.D. Exactly how or why the organ was
incorporated into the church still remains a mystery! It appears that the organ was first used for
ceremonial purposes. By the 1400's the use of organs was well established in monastic
churches and cathedrals throughout Europe.
Although the organ has been updated through the years, the basic principles of operation
remain the same. The organ is still a keyboard instrument incorporating hands and feet where
the sound is produced by wind blown through pipes of different sizes to vary the pitch.
The organ is the principle instrument in church worship and is aptly named the "King of All
Instruments!" The organ has the longest and most involved history and the largest and oldest
"extant repertoire" of ANY instrument in western music! All hail the King!!
Something to ponder....Perhaps you might decide to join the choir and share your time and
talents with St. Anna's Church and the King of All Instruments? We would love to have you as
all are welcomed and none are shunned. This Sunday
we invite you to raise the roof and raise a "ruckus" as
we make a joyful noise in song!

The present organ (Moller Opus 6440, built
in 1937, was originally located at Gentilly
Presbyterian Church on Gentilly Blvd. and
Franklin Avenue. Later, it was used at Holy
Comforter Episcopal when that church was
located on the corner of Mirabeau Avenue
and Elysian Fields. Following removal from
that church, it was transferred to St. Anna's
where it remained at last inquiry.
(www.neworleanschurches.com)

Greetings from Brownsville, TX which is on
the Mexico Border (Matamoros).
By Brother Don Dubay
Thank you all for your prayers for the Team Brownsville Ministry of welcoming families who
are seeking asylum in the United States. Today was my first day back to Brownsville after
being gone for several months. I thank God for the gift of being able to play a small part in
volunteering with this dedicated group of individuals who break there backs to make sure each
and every family that comes through Brownsville is welcomed.
Today I was blessed spending time with a family and a couple of gentlemen. The Mom and
Daughter were just a blessing. I was informed that they were headed to Louisiana to meet their
sponsors. They were entering the US from Honduras. Both Mom and Daughter were just so
joyful and filled with hope after entering US soil just about an hour before I met with them.
They were given a back pack with a hygiene and snack kit for their journey on the bus to LA.
Also blankets. The little girl was also given some warm fuzzy friends. Their joy was
contagious and of course brought joyful tears to my eyes which is happening again as I write
this note. I see the face of Jesus each and every time I come here. See pictures below which
can tell the whole story. I was also able to show them where LA was on the map on my Iphone.
We looked across the Gulf of Mexico on the map and they pointed out Honduras where they
came from.
I also showed two men who were so grateful for what they were experiencing in their new
found freedom the State of TN on the map where they were headed.
Please keep your prayers coming especially giving thanks to Our Loving God for the
compassion and love being
bestowed on these loving people.
Francis and Clare Pray for Us
Your brother Don

Brother Don has since returned from
Texas and is once again pursuing his
duties and calling working with our
houseless siblings at the Harry
Thompson Center

“God is looking for people through whom
He can do the impossible - what a pity that
we plan only the things we can do by
ourselves.”
A.W. TOZER - Author: R. Mark Dillon

The Dodwell House Report
Challenges
by Fr. Bill Terry+
Phase I of the Dodwell House Construction is about done. It is glorious even if it is not always
visible to the passerby. Utility easements and lines are installed, a fine new roof is in place,
historically correct windows are in place, a “chapel” is now built, and a lot of earth moved around.
The foundations of the building and even some of its walls are rebuilt to withstand another 100
years. Phase I is done.
Since the pandemic we have all become aware of escalating prices. Such are hitting us at the gas
pump, in grocery stores, and anyone building anything is aware of the current inflation and price
hikes. Our project is not exempt from these financial challenges. Phase II of our project would
complete all of the building work. New walls, new flooring, ceilings, HVAC, landscaping, and
much more. The original bid was in the Fall of 2020 for the full project We broke it into two
components Phase I and II so that our fundraising efforts could catch up with the construction.
It is true that our fundraising is starting to bear some fruit. We have also invested in Lizzie
Johnston as our Fund Raiser so that we can sustain our funding needs for Anna’s Place and
Dodwell House. All of that said none of us calculated the impact that the Pandemic would have
on our project. As it now stands the Phase II project has been rebid and has come in at
somewhere between 45-50% over the original estimates. Your
committee was stunned.
This increase, with cash in hand and with pledges for the project, puts
the completion beyond the financial reach of our church at this time. I
underlined “at this time” because we are a resilient and tenacious
church with a lot of grit and great energy. Over the past year we have
assembled a team of very professional, visionary, trustworthy
champions for this cause which is so very important for this
community. At this time means delayed gratification. It does not mean
stopping by any means. (Continued next page)

As one that will be in a state of transition myself, soon enough, I really had hoped that the project
would be finalized and kids making noise on the Dodwell Campus well before Sunday July 23,
2023. While, like the committee, I was stunned I have since had time to settle down a bit. We have
always made due with what God has provided us. We have been doing so for over a decade now.
We work around and through our challenges with a sure and certain knowledge that our God
acknowledges our good works because they are the works of God’s people for the glory of God.
So, we continue to pursue large donors and benefactors telling everyone our story of hope and of
our quest for social equity through Anna’s Place NOLA. We may only be able to afford creating a
great space in the main house. But it is space we don’t have right now. We may have to install a
white board instead of a smart board. But it will be used to teach and empower in ways we don’t
have today. We may have that performance space that Darryl speaks of: offering the Tremé arts
community a place to bring the music home. But, we may not have that community coffee shop
that we had hoped for. Maybe not by 2023 but I know that it will happen.
The movie Field of Dreams is about a vision, a visionary, and the manifestation of hope and
passion. The famous quote from that film is, “If you build it. He (They) will come.” Ray Kinsella, the
lead character builds a baseball field in the corn field in Iowa and they came. Likewise, if we build
it, The Dodwell House Community Resource Center, people will see. When they see I believe that they
will be moved. When they are moved and see the reality of Grace manifested in God’s work, even
only partially completed, they will step up and provide support. Jesus, his Apostles, the Evangelists
and yes even the Desert Mothers and Fathers were all risk takers. But is it taking risk to respond to
the call for justice, equity, hope, and dignity? No clearly the beatitudes enumerated by Luke
support this work:
“Blessed are you who are poor. For yours is the kingdom of God.”
Think of our blessings, our beatitudes, in terms of human capital: Darryl Durham, Diana Meyers,
Buck Close, Joe Cocchaira, Bill Glew, Lizzie Johnston, Cavin Davis, Kent Bryant, Hal Judge, the
food pantry teams, the volunteers from Loyola, Tulane, Xavier, Derrie Parker, Derriel Parker,
Emmam, the musicians of the city, our food partners like Chef Ron and Fins. Many more and
with that capital and with those living beatitudes we can help begin our restoration of
righteousness.
“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 1 Corintians
There are no more greater expressions of love in practice than The Dodwell House and Anna’s
Place NOLA. Love wins!

To invest in our Community Center or our Program you can make a donation/pledge by going to:
https://dodwellhouse.org/donate/ or https://annasplacenola.org/donate/ or to set up a
conversation with you or your family or firm contact: Lizzie Johnston at
development@stannanola.org or call (504) 947-2121.

From the Desk of Lizzie Johnston, Saint Anna’s Development Director
I want to acknowledge that Lizzie has been hard at work this past month and as
we drew close to press time they was totally focused on writing and submitting
three grants on behalf of Anna’s Place and Dodwell House Project.
Let us keep Lizzie and their work in our hearts and in our prayers. Well done
Lizzie .. Well done.
The Very Rev. Bill Terry+

Lenten Study Series
There will be a three to four session Lenten teaching series starting on
Wednesday evenings March 16, 23, 30. It will be a guided book study of
Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream. A sign up sheet is in the Parish Hall.
You will receive a complementary copy of his book.
“Desmond Tutu shows each of us how to transform our pain and sorrow
into hope and confidence in the future. Whether you are the head of a
country of the head of a household, you will cherish his words.” Nelson
Mandela
This three to four evening series will meet at :
6:00 pm for a said Eucharist which will use silence and candle light as its
principal focal points.
6:45 pm for soup and bread and fellowship.
7:00 pm while we finish our Agape Meal we will begin our book study.
The text is only 146 pages including questions and prompts.

Sign up now so that we may order your book in time.
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FREE Telehealth Urgent Care
St. Anna's has partnered with Ochsner Health System to provide free telehealth Urgent Care
services in our Parish House on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am until 1:30pm and
every other Saturday 2:30pm - 6pm. These visits can be used to address common urgent care
needs such as allergies and sinus issues, pink eye, earaches, sore throat, urinary tract infections, stomach aches and rashes without having to see a physician in person.The equipment
Ochsner provides us allows a more thorough examination than telehealth from your home or
by phone. The doctor you connect with will be able to:
Listen to your heart
Look into your ears and throat
Assess your temperature Asses your blood oxygen level and pulse
Have a close look at skin irritations

Listen to your lungs

Please share this information with others so we can provide the care they need.
***VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - We're looking for people to work one shift a week from
10am until 2pm on either Monday or Thursday, with a commitment of at least 3 months (Other
days and times may be available). No health/medical background required; minimal computer
knowledge needed. Volunteers will greet people coming to the door, provide minimal assistance to clients who want to use the Telehealth, and direct others to the appropriate staff person. Please contact Diana at Diana@stannanola.org.

Thank you Ed Collins for your
restoration work!

To the right is a form of vestment called “fiddle
back.” It’s final development is found in the mid to
late 16th century. It was evolved from the ‘canonical
form of vestment’ which was derived from Roman
Empire Civil servants attire. The vestment to the right
was once the vestment of The Rev. Robert Dodwell.
Upon his death it was given to the Diocese of
Louisiana. Bishop Morris Thompson, in turn, offered
to return the vestment to St. Anna’s. Hurricane Ida in
turn caused a roof leak above the vestment. Water
entered the frame and mold began to form on the
fragile textile. Not only was it salvaged but it was
cleaned and restored, as much as possible, and
reframed by one of our very gifted members, Ed
Collins and it is now again exhibited in our Parish
Hall. Ed has many gifts largely in the arts and he is a
dedicated volunteer working closely with the Food
Pantry Krewe. Ed is the husband of V.P. Franklin.
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“Saint Anna's Episcopal Church” is a registered AmazonSmile charity. So, as you do any Amazon shopping please consider going through Amazon Prime. Vicki Terry, Diana Meyers, and Sean
McLoughlin all do and we are thrilled to do it. Buy in the same way and give to a great cause. Book
mark it and use it because it works.

“Owning our story and loving
ourselves through that process
is the bravest thing that we’ll
ever do.” —Brené Brown
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In Service to the Community
Our COVID Life in Lent and Beyond
As of this writing the pandemic seems to be less impactful. In Lent and beyond, as it now stands,
we will:










Invite our full choir to sing masked.
Invite all who wish to join us for worship; but for now masked. No “green pews.”
Use the altar rail for the distribution of Communion.
Use our hands for the imposition of ashes.
Enjoy gracious goodies after Mass BUT you are strongly encouraged to use our courtyard
space for gathering and visiting.
Anticipate our traditional Palm Sunday Procession followed by our community crawfish boil.
Offer a full Holy Week Schedule including watches in the Chapel of Repose.
Anticipate a full and glorious Easter Mass with vestiges of the vigil.
During the Season of Easter begin to offer Adult Christian Education Classes

The Food Pantry
The food pantry is currently helping 35-40 households with basic groceries. That equals
about 600 lbs of food every month!! We try to supply the families with very basic food
staples, nothing exotic. We leave it up to them to buy more specific food to their
liking. Remember this when you donate to Saint Anna’s food pantry: keep it simple. As an
exception, we supply our Latinx families with some basic Hispanic food. In the next 6
months we will poll our families to make sure the basics we supply are appropriate for their
dietary and cooking preferences. As of now this is a
list of needed items: dried red beans, peanut butter, red
pasta sauce, canned chicken noodle soup, canned
beans.
WE NEED SATURDAY FOOD DELIVERY
DRIVERS ONCE A MONTH COMMITMENT FOR
A BRIEF TIME IN THE MORNING. Contact Ed
Collins or Church Coleman if you can help.
The Food Pantry Krewe

Episcopal leaders pray for Ukraine as Russian forces bring death,
destruction to country BY DAVID PAULSEN
Posted 3/1/2022

[Episcopal

News Service] Episcopal churches in Europe and the United States are expressing
solidarity with and praying for the people of Ukraine as Russian forces continue an invasion that
has killed at least 136 civilians, has devastated Ukraine’s two largest cities and threatens to topple the
country’s freely elected government.
“The Episcopal Church has been in Europe for more than two hundred years,” Bishop Mark
Edington of the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe, said in a video message released Feb.
25. “Our churches have seen Europe’s wars unfold. They’ve lived and endured in the midst of the
destruction and depravity that war brings.”
Edington recounted examples of Episcopal parishes maintaining ministries during wartime, from the
Franco-Prussian War in 1870 to the World Wars of the 20th century. An Episcopal church in
Dresden, Germany, was destroyed by bombing during World War II, while the Cathedral of the Holy
Trinity, commonly called the American Cathedral, in Paris was used as a military chapel by
occupying German forces.
“For a long time – almost 80 years – we have believed that the futility of war was enough to deter it.
Today, with war unleashed in Ukraine, we have been proven wrong,” Edington said referring to the
Feb. 24 Russian invasion of the former Soviet republic. “Our faith teaches us that we must stand with
the vulnerable and the oppressed. And at the same time, our faith teaches us that we are meant to be
followers of the prince of peace, of the one who taught us that violence is always a compromise with
evil. It is hard for us to reconcile those two teachings today, when innocent people are dying at the
hands of a military onslaught.”
According to U.S. intelligence, Russian began positioning troops along the Ukrainian border back in
December. Its invasion prompted the U.S. and its European allies to implement stiff new economic
sanctions against Russia while unifying NATO opposition to Russian aggression. Though NATO does
not count Ukraine as a member nation, Russian President Vladimir Putin has cited the prospect of
the country someday joining the Western alliance as one of his top grievances.
Religious leaders and denominations around the world have condemned Russia’s march to war. On
the eve of the invasion, The Episcopal
Church’s Office of Government
Relations and the Quakers’ Friends
Committee on National
Legislation organized a vigil for peace.
“We pray for a just peace. … We pray that
the lives of innocents and the lives of any
human child of God will be spared,”
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry said
during the online event.
The church also decided to sell off its
Russian investments.

“The Episcopal Church Investment Committee met
last week, opening with prayer for peace hours
before the Russian invasion of Ukraine. In keeping
with The Episcopal Church’s firm stand against
this continued and escalating aggression, our
investment managers sold the church’s Russian
stocks, which constituted a negligible portion of
overall investment assets,” Kurt Barnes, the
church’s treasurer and chief financial officer, said
in a written statement.
The Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe counts 21 congregations in six countries,
including a mission in the former Soviet republic of Georgia. Most of the congregations are in
Belgium, France, Germany and Italy.
“Our prayers feel insufficient to defend those cowering in fear and exposed to bullets and bombs. But
we know that the place where war lives is in the human heart,” Edington said in his video message.
“As we begin our season of Lent, we are called to give up our easy complacency about the durability
of peace. We are called to consider again the reminders in our midst of war’s relentless cost to
human life and God’s hope. And we are called to pray, and speak, and to labor for the truth that
Christ has called us to transform this broken world through the hard work of love.”
Bishops across The Episcopal Church have joined Edington in condemning Russia’s invasion while
praying for the people of Ukraine.
“Please include in your intercessions and special prayers for the people of Ukraine, President Biden,
all our elected officials and all Americans in the military,” Dallas Bishop George Sumner said in
a message shared on Facebook. “Pray for our allies with whom we stand, for Russians willing to
speak out, that the conflict not be widened, for an end to Russian aggression, and the restoration of
peace.”
Michigan Bishop Bonnie Perry issued a video message, “The Pain of Ukraine.”
“People of faith, watching and feeling the political tectonic plates of our world shift and collide. How
do we stand? Where is our sure footing? What are we called to do? Pray my friends,” Perry
said. “Pray in a way you never have before. Pray with the passion and responsibility of the people
who are being called to heal.”
Florida Bishop John Howard, in an email to his diocese, also called for Episcopalians to pray in
response to “the unlawful, unprovoked and brutal invasion of Ukraine by Russia.”
“Join me in prayer that the Ukrainian war might conclude swiftly and with justice, that the innocent
might be shielded from harm and that nationalistic aggression, abusive power and self-justifying
violence might cease,” Howard said. “Pray, too, for the whole Christian Church in Ukraine and
especially for the small Anglican congregation of Christ Church in Kyiv.”

The Russian attack is creating a humanitarian crisis, as more than a half million Ukrainians have fled
their country as refugees. Episcopal Relief & Development is working with Anglican agencies and
other partners to assist them.
“Ecumenical and orthodox faith networks are on the ground in the border areas of Poland and
Hungary,” Abagail Nelson, Episcopal Relief & Development’s executive vice president, said in a news
release. “We will continue to coordinate with these networks, in order to meet the needs of people
who have been displaced.”
Donations can be made to the agency’s International Disaster Response Fund.

“Ballad of Bawling Babies” A Poem for Ukraine, Against War
By Mekhala Saran
As Ukraine combats the Russian invasion, and civilians in the country fear for their lives, the devastating impact of war becomes evident. 'Ballad of Bawling Babies’ is a poem on war and what war does to us.

Valour is mute
So if war comes
It will not be the sound of honour,
Of sturdy men in sturdy boots
That you will hear
What you will hear,
However,
Will be a ballad of bawling babies
Broken, Ailing, Hungry
And when they'll look at you with their innocent eyes
And ask you if you know where their parents went
Will you tell them that they died
fighting a war for the country?
And when they'll ask you what is country
Will you show them the land
Rendered battered and barren by the acts of men
Will you show them sickness and smoke
The absolute dearth of hope
An economy so broke
A sea of orphans, no home?
When they ask you what is country
And what their parents died fighting for
Will you even be able to tell yourself
What it really is,
And who is not losing this war?

Saint Anna’s

1313 Esplanade Ave.
New Orleans, LA. 70116
Office: 504-947-2121
Email: admin@stannanola.org

Our Mission
"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing
relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates
the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and
hospitality. "

Ash Wednesday Invitation BCP p.264
Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord’s
passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a
season of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in which converts to the
faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when those who, because of notorious
sins, had been separated from the body of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and
forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole congregation
was put in mind of the message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior,
and of the need which all Christians continually have to renew their repentance and faith.
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by selfexamination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating
on God’s holy Word. And, to make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our
mortal nature, let us now kneel before the Lord, our maker and redeemer.
Silence is then kept for a time, all kneeling.If ashes are to be imposed, the Celebrant says the
following prayer
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth: Grant that these ashes may be
to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, that we may remember that it is only by your
gracious gift that we are given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

