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A Visitors Guide to the Episcopal Church  
 

IT CAN BE A LITTLE INTIMIDATING walking into a church for the first time. Or 

maybe it's just been a long time (like 30 years ago when your mom dragged you to Sun-

day School). A lot has changed since then. The songs are singable, the sermon under-

standable (we hope), and you don't need to come in a suit. (By the way, we'd like to 

thank you for worshiping with us today.) This explanation may help shed some light on 

aspects of the 80-million member, worldwide Anglican Communion. We hope you'll 

find the material here interesting, entertaining-even challenging. After all, we hold that 

Jesus Christ came to take away your sins, not your mind.  

 

As a worldwide family of churches, the Anglican Communion has more than 80 

million adherents in 38 Provinces spreading across 161 countries. Located on every con-

tinent, Anglicans speak many languages and come from different races and cultures. Al-

though the churches are autonomous, they are also uniquely unified through their his-

tory, their theology, their worship and their relationship to the ancient See of Canterbury.  

 

The Place of Worship. As you enter, you will notice an atmosphere of worship and rev-

erence. Anglican churches are built in many architectural styles; but whether the church 

is small or large, elaborate or plain, your eye is carried to the altar, or holy table, and to 

the cross. So our thoughts are taken at once to Christ and to God whose house the 

church is. On or near the altar there are candles to remind us that Christ is the "Light of 

the world'' (John 8:12). 

 

The Act of Worship. Anglican Church services are congregational. In the pews you will 

find the Book of Common Prayer. This enables the congregation to share fully in every 

service. You may wonder when to stand or kneel. Practices vary-even among individ-

ual Anglicans. The general rule is to stand to sing. We stand, too, to say our affirmation 

of faith, the Creed; and for the reading of the Gospel in the Holy Eucharist. Psalms are 

sung or said sitting. We sit during readings from the Old Testament or New Testament 

Letters, the sermon, and the choir anthems. We stand or kneel for prayer to show our 

gratefulness to God for accepting us as children or as an act of humility before God.  

 

The Episcopal Church (ECUSA) is the American branch of the Anglican Communion. 

The Anglican Communion is an inheritor of 2000 years of catholic and apostolic  

tradition, dating from Christ himself.   

A Prelude Before the Mass 

“O Holy Night” Arr. Ken Leach 

 

Mr. Jack Craft - Cello 

Mr. Ken Leach - Piano 

 



The Entrance Hymn is sung by all.  “Angels we have heard on high” Hymnal  96 

 



During the processional hymn the baby Jesus will be laid in the manger scene at the  

foot of the altar. The candles will be lit and the altar will be censed.  

 

(Note: some will make a sign of the cross showing special respect or reflection upon the 

prayer(s). Such times are indicated by + however none need make such gestures.)  

 

The Celebrant says the collect (prayer) for purity.   

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A song of praise will now be sung,  found on the following page…. 



 

 

Hymnal 93       “Angels from the realms of glory” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Collect of the Day 

 

The Celebrant says to the people The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

 

Celebrant      Let us pray. 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 

Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 

perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in 

glory everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

 

The Lessons 

 

 

The people sit. The first Lesson. “A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (9:2--7)” 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 

people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 

Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 

blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son 

given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall 

grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 

kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 

this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

 

The Reader will say “The Word of the Lord.” 

People      Thanks be to God 
 

 

 



:Hymnal 83                                                            “O Come all ye faithful”  v. 1-3  



Psalm 96 
1  Sing to the Lord a new song; * 

 sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2  Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 

 proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3  Declare his glory among the nations * 

 and his wonders among all peoples. 

4  For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 

 he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5  As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

 but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

6  Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

 Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7  Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 

 ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

8  Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 

 bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 

 let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10  Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is King! * 

 he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples 

 with equity.” 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is  

 in it; * 

 let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12  Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes, * 

 when he comes to judge the earth. 

13  He will judge the world with righteousness * 

 and the peoples with his truth. 

 

 



The second lesson is read. “A Reading from the Letter to Titus (2:11-14)”  

 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 

of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous 

for good deeds. 

 

The Reader will then say  The Word of the Lord. 

People     Thanks be to God 

 

A Gospel procession is formed and the word of God is  THE GOSPEL HYMN IS 

FOUND ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE. Please stand for the Gospel.  

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (2:1-20). 

 

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 

a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 

a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were 

shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 

whom he favors!” 

 

The Reader says The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



Sequence hymn   “Hark the herald angels sing”   Missal v. 1& 2 



 

Sequence hymn is continued. “Hark the herald angels sing” Missal v. 1& 3 

 

The Sermon -  An exposition on the scripture readings is customary. 

 

The Nicene Creed  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the liv-

ing and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe 

in one holy catholic and  apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-

giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the + dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People: Form VI 

 

The Leader and People pray responsively. 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence  

Leader For all people in their daily life and work; 

People For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

Leader For this community, the nation, and the world; 

People For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

Leader For the just and proper use of your creation; 

People For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

Leader For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

People For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

Leader For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

People For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

Leader For Michael, our Presiding Bishop and Morris, our own Bishop; and for all 

bishops and other ministers; 

People For all who serve God in his Church. 

Leader You may now add your own prayers of needs and concerns or thanksgiv-

ings either aloud or silently. 

 

The Priest then adds a concluding collect (prayer). 

(Next Page) 



 

Confession of Sin will be omitted honoring the incarnation of Christ Jesus Savior of 

the world. 

 

The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People                       And also with you. 

 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. It is the tradition of St. 

Anna’s to greet one another and to make announcements about our congregational life during this 

time. 
 

All Baptized Christians are invited and encouraged  

to join us in receiving Holy Communion.  
 

Christmas Gift Giving 

The three wise men, according to the Gospel of Matthew, brought gifts of  gold,               

frankincense , and myrrh (a camphor oil). This tradition of gift giving continues today. 

Please consider a gift during this Season of Christmas to one  of St. Anna’s  Missions: 

 

Anna’s Place NOLA is a significant mission of St. Anna’s Church. It is the culmination 

of almost ten years of community work in both the health and educational out-reach    

assisting marginalized families and children. This unique  program seeks to interrupt 

cycles of violence and poverty by introducing children and whole families to arts driven 

curriculum which enhances learning in basic studies such as math, science, and ecology. 

At the same time this mission also seeks to improve the health and health competency of 

parents and extended multigenerational families.  

PLEASE CONSIDER A DESIGNATED CHRISTMAS GIFT TO ANNA’S PLACE 

THIS EVENING.  

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave 

with you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace 

and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you live and 

reign, now and for ever. Amen  

The Offertory 

A Choral Anthem 

 

“A Christmas Medley” arr. K. Leach 

 

 



The People Stand:  

We now sing the Doxology lifting up the gifts of the people to God for his blessing,  

        Praise      God     from   whom  all       bless  -  ings         flow.  Praise   

 him,  all  crea-tures   here     be  -   low;    praise     him   a  -  bove, ye 

    heav’n - ly      host;   praise    Fa - ther, Son and    Ho  -  ly          Ghost 

After the gifts are received at the altar, Eucharistic bread and wine, celebrant, altar  

party and people will be “censed” with incense. It is customary for the Thurifer 

 (the one with the incense) to bow just before censing with a return bow out of courtesy 

and thanks for the honor of symbolically offering our prayers to God as rising incense  



The Holy Communion - Eucharistic Prayer A (BCP 361)  

A proper preface is sung by the celebrant that is appropriate to the season. Then, facing 

the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds   

 

“It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you gave Jesus Christ your only 

son to be born for us; who by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect 

Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the 

bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with Angels and Arch angels and with all the company of heaven who 

forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:”  

 



The people stand or kneel. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 

us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the 

cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. 

 

The celebrant will kneel  in honor of the coming of our Lord into the sacrament. He will 

rise and elevate the flesh of Christ incarnate so that all may adore our Lord. At this 

elevation many will make an outward sign of adoration in the form of the sign of the 

cross  Bells will be rung announcing each movement of this adoration. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.”  + 
 

Likewise, the celebrant will  again kneel and elevate the precious blood of Christ Jesus. 

Again, signs of adoration may be made  and bells will be rung announcing each move-

ment. 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 

for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” + 
 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and 

his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right 

hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given 

us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

 

Celebrant  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 



The Celebrant continues (the following words are called the Epiclesis or invocation of 

the Holy Spirit to be upon the Eucharistic elements and upon us. A sign of the cross is 

often made during the benediction.) 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 

Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify + us also that we 

may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 

and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

At this point, with the following words, the celebrant will make a three-fold sign of the 

cross over the consecrated bread and wine signifying the unity of the Trinity. The cele-

brant will then elevate the bread and wine as the body and blood of Christ Jesus. It is 

customary, for some, to make the sign of the cross + as a visible sign of adoration and 

respect for the real presence of our Lord Jesus among us. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 

We sing the following. 



The Celebrant says:   And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

(the people then say:) 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen.  



The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then may be 

sung or said  

The Celebrant 

sings the 

opening two 

lines. 

 

 

 

The People ☞  

now join in. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God . . . 

 Lord I am not worthy that Thou shouldst come under my roof . . . 

 

People: But say the word only and my soul shall be healed. 

 

The celebrant will then self communicate. A bell will be rung signifying that the princi-

pal celebrant has received communion. The people are to stand and begin to process 

forward directed by the ushers. 

 

All baptized Christians are invited and encouraged to receive the graces 

conferred upon them in Holy Communion. 
 

You may receive the bread in your hand and drink from the common cup. Or, you may 

give the bread to the chalice bearer who will “intinct” (dunk) the host for you and place 

it upon your tongue. After receiving communion you may proceed back to your seat to 

contemplate the Holy Mysteries and your union with the living God. Post communion 

prayers that may be helpful are found on pages, 832-834 in the Book of Common 

Prayer. 

 

Hymns or Anthems may be sung during this period. 

 

All are invited and encouraged to sing the following three hymns.  



Hymnal 101:   “Away in the manger” 

Communion Hymns: 

 

“A Meditation on Christmas Hymns” 

arr. K. Leach 

 

Jack Craft - Cello 

Ken Leach - Piano 

 

Followed by: 





After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray. 

 

Celebrant and People   

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you 

have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all 

your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in 

the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

“The Holy Family” by Janet McKenzie  



The Service of Lights 
 
Please stand as the organ introduces the Carol. The Acolytes will light candles from the Christ Candle 

and pass the light to each worshiper (Please bend your candle over to receive light from your 

neighbor).  

The congregation will raise their lighted candles during the singing of 

the third verse. 



A blessing will then be given by the celebrant. 

The altar party will now recess. Please remain standing as we sing our Recessional 

Hymn “The First Noel” 



After the hymn is sung a dismissal will be given.  

Please feel free to enjoy the Postlude (musical presentation) after the mass.  



St. Anna’s Mission Statement 
The following Mission Statement was crafted in 2015 by the Vestry 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing relationship with Christ, to declare 
the liberating power of the Gospel, and to be the church that demonstrates the love of 

Christ through works of justice, mercy, empowerment and hospitality." 

 

Who We Are 
 

 St. Anna's Episcopal Church serves Christ in the historic downtown communities of New 

Orleans: French Quarter, Tremé, Esplanade Ridge, Marigny and Bywater. The  

congregation was founded in 1846. The present building was erected in 1952. The pews 

and some monuments date from the 19th century. The Christus Rex above the baptismal 

font is a cast bronze by New Orleans sculptor, Jean Seidenburg. The liturgy at St. Anna’s 

is Anglo-Catholic in ceremony and ritual, which represents for us the splendor and joy 

of the eternal banquet in heaven which we join in our celebration of the Mass. As  

Christians, the congregation strives for justice and peace among all people and respects 

the dignity of every human being. Our fellowship welcomes everyone without regard to   

economic status, race, ethnicity, sex, age, or sexual orientation. 
 

A Prayer Request Sheet is located in the back of the church.  

You are invited to give us your intentions. 
 

Food Pantry items are to be placed in the basket in the rear of the church.  

All are encouraged, as a discipline of the Christian life to bring  

at least one food item each Sunday to worship. 
 

If you are interested in further information, please fill out a visitors card  

and give it to an usher, place a visitors card in the alms basin or see  

the celebrant after mass. 
 

 

As a family of the citizens of God, we believe that all have equal access to God’s 

grace. As a church family, we tend to each other as a shepherd does to his flock, 

being mindful of the least as well as the greatest. It is our hope to extend our 

family and to consider you, the visitor, member, traveler, seeker, as the face of 

Christ Jesus who we honor and adore.  

 

If you need us, we are there for you. 


