
Church Life in the 21st Century:  Some Random 
Thoughts 

By Fr. Bill Terry+ 
  

Over the past two decades church life has changed. In urban parishes, my 
guess is that such change has happened more rapidly. In suburban parishes, 
the change will come more slowly and in rural areas more slowly still. So, as a 
Diocese we are experiencing, I believe, at least some degree of  dissonance. We 
are not all on the same page. That page is generally the cultural page, perhaps 
a racial ethnic page, perhaps an economic page. Social winds blow and find 
voice most strongly in the center of  city life. So, St. Anna's may reflect that 
voice more acutely than our suburban or rural neighbors. 
 
Yet, some would claim that our traditions, ritual actions, The Book of  Common 
Prayer, and even the Eucharist itself  provides for a binding relationship 
between the locus of  our various congregations. Rural and Urban alike we 
stand or kneel at the altar rail; sing praises to our Lord; and pray the ancient 
Collects appointed for each day. At least that is our claim. Even then our ritual 
actions are adapting and changing and becoming more fluid. Priests are, it 
seems to me, less inclined to die in a liturgical ditch over what they see as non-
essentials. We must take a great deal of  care in how we adapt and reflect both 
the truth and beauty of  our traditions and still remain relevant and 
transformative in the 21st century. Faith and religion are no longer a given. In 
fact, faith is not necessarily thought of, in some circles, as even necessarily 
attached to religion.  
 
Peoples time, language, identity, and tolerance are in an adaptive and transitory 
state. If  Church is to reflect the best of  us then we must learn from culture 
and society as well as inform that same culture and society. We cannot merely 
change because a given view is in vogue today. Equally we cannot reject new 
understanding of  the human condition simply because it is uncomfortable. I 
believe that Jesus was a sower of  the seeds of  discomfort and even social 
discord during his earthly ministry and we must be true to that tradition. This 
current age calls for a great deal of  discernment.  
 
I mentioned time as one thing that is changing. People seem to have less time 
to offer. The traditional roles that Episcopal Churches (and perhaps others) Fa
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depended upon were that certain people had a lot of  time to give. Altar Guild, 
Episcopal Church Women, Men's Clubs, and yes, even Sunday School were all well 
populated by the Congregation. But, not so much anymore. It seems to me that 
there is generally less available time in general. Perhaps it is the economics of  the 
age or it is an age that divvies up time between a vast array of  competing interests. 
Such should not be judged as overwork or inattention or even a form of  social 
attention deficit. I believe that Church, Clergy in general, need to simply accept 
this as a matter of  fact. People simply have less time. But they do have some time.  
 
One of  the ways church needs to respond is to highly value contributions of  time. 
Make sure that a giver of  time is empowered to make the most of  that time. Give 
them support and the apparatus to make the most of  their time. Never forget to 
start that time off  with prayer or a meditation because that is what churches must 
retain; it is what makes us different and reliant upon the divine for inspiration and 
energy. So when those "time, talent, and treasure" tropes come along. Take each 
of  those facets seriously; honor time just as you would treasure because it is a 
treasure.  
 
Honoring time and talent as sacred is not only the responsibility of  the clergy but 
it is the responsibility of  church leadership. When one agrees to lead one assumes 
responsibility for honoring time and talent and in providing for its best use. 
Leadership is a team activity that calls upon a finite group of  people to become 
the vessels of  empowerment and vision. The leadership should reflect the heart 
and spirit of  the congregation … the church. 
 
Giving your time and talent is an acknowledgement that God is alive in you and 
that Their call to you is heard. "Love one another." Love is active, love is 
movement, love goes beyond a feeling but becomes a manifest reality of  
experiencing the world. Love is challenged each day by distractions, priorities, and 
financial limitations. Yet, when love is at the center, we begin to center in God's 
space. Then you become, over time, broken vessels of  abundance pouring forth 
that "Peace that the world cannot understand." Time and talent...God's gift to you 
to re-gift to others.   
 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
The Cheerful Giver 

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided 

in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 

“God 
loves a 
cheerful 
giver” 
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YOUTH PROGRAMS: Anna’s Place NOLA’s youth programs are up and running again! Youth 
and teens will be enjoying fun and educational activities including music lessons, visual arts, vocal 
music, African and African American history, computer coding, dance, African drumming, yoga, 
mental health/mindfulness and much more. Volunteers from Tulane, Loyola, and Xavier Univer-
sity will be providing tutoring and homework help.  
 
VOLUNTEERING: If  you want to get involved we are looking for drivers and kitchen help! 
Contact: annasplace@stannanola.org 
 
SCHEDULE: Mon, Tues, Thurs: 3:30P-6:45P 
Sat: 9:30A-2:00P 
Ages: 5-18 
 
 

mailto:annasplace@stannanola.org
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184th Convention of 
The Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana 
This year’s convention will once again be virtual. We hope to gather in our Parish Hall or 

other church facility in order to participate.  
 
 
Convention will begin with the Holy Eucharist at 9:00, which will include the Bishop’s 
Address to the Diocese. The business session will commence immediately following the Eucha-
rist and will focus on electing to diocesan offices, the diocesan budget, as well as a presentation of  
the profile by the Bishop’s Search Committee. 
 
This year's keynote speaker is Presiding Bishop Michael Curry.  He will be with us “live” to 
both share his thoughts with us on our theme as well as answer questions. 
 
Every delegate will need access to their own smartphone, tablet or computer in order to take part 
in online voting.  Please make sure that everyone is familiar with online participation and voting. 
We will hold a practice voting session at our pre-convention meeting. 
 

Saint Anna's Convention Delegates are: 
 

Order of  Clergy: 
The Very Rev. William H. Terry 
The Rev. Deacon Luigi Mandile 

 
Order of  Laity: 

Nicole Gottschalk, Sr. Warden 
Diana Meyers, Vestry Member 

Kirk Toups, Captain 
Stewart Chaplain, Alternate 

Bill Glew, Alternate 



running 
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It’s been said that running the Boston Marathon is a final celebration of  the 
journey to get there. My journey to Hopkinton started in the early summer of  
2019 with an abnormally seen on a routine mammogram. It continued with a 
biopsy, scans and multiple doctor visits before concluding with a double mastec-
tomy a week after running my Boston Qualifier (BQ) time at the Chicago Mara-
thon in October 2019. Next week will mark 2 years of  me being cancer-free. 
 
I know my cancer journey was a lot easier than many others’ and I kept those 
who have struggled, those who have survived and those who have succumbed 
close in my heart while I ran. Around mile 25 a woman was holding a sign that 

read, “when your legs are tired, you run with your heart”. So, so very true.  
 

 
 

A Reflection from FB:   
Dr. Michele Campisi 

Michele Campisi and Julie Slick have been members of  St. Anna's for a decade or more. 
They moved to NOLA following Katrina and intentionally built in Lakeview amongst the 
rubble. Why? To help rebuild. They fell in love with the Saints and worked as ER Drs. in 
our hospitals. Last check they work at the VA. They also spend much of  their time running 
marathons, doing Iron Man challenges and traveling all over the world to do them. They are 

an amazing couple. They carried the burden of  the Pandemic with deeply empathetic re-
sponses. They raise funds for various charities and are very fond of  the Gleason Foundation. 

You may see them on occasion at St. Anna's faithful in prayer.  
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Serving in ways that we cannot imagine! 
Did I miss it (the pet blessing)?   We had the two English bulldogs.  We lost  one last April snd I 
did not want to miss getting our bulldog blessed this year. Jack was almost 12 when he went to be 
with God, and he never missed your blessing   I believe Your blessings led to him having such 
along life. I don’t want to miss his sister having the same blessings.  
 
Jack's sister Miss Moneypenny has been invited and will be joining us at Mass Sunday October 12th and yes, a 
blessing will be given during the Announcement period. Welcome Miss Moneypenny the bull dog.  

If  you are interested in becoming 
a Homeless Outreach Missioner 
please contact Fr. Bill. It is hard 

but good work. It is not for every-
one but it for some. Is God calling 

you? 

 

 

To the left: 

Miss Moneypenny 

& 

Mr. Jack 
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Indigenous Peoples Day  
 

A Prayer 
by Nicholas Black Elk (1863-1950) 

Holy Man of  the Oglala Sioux 
 

Grandfather, Great Mysterious One, 
You have been always and before You nothing has been. 
There is nothing to pray to but You. 
The star nations all over the universe are Yours, 
And Yours are the grasses of  the earth. 
Day in and day out You are the life of  things. 
You are older than all need, 
Older than all pain and prayer. 
  
Grandfather, all over the world the faces of  the living ones are alike. 
In tenderness they have come up out of  the ground. 
Look upon Your children with children in their arms, 
That they may face the winds, 
And walk the good road to the day of  quiet. 
Teach me to walk the soft earth, 
A relative to all that live. 
Sweeten my heart and fill me with light, 
And give me the strength to understand and the eyes to see. 
Help me, for without You I am nothing.  Amen. 
 

Homeless Outreach:  Visits are made every other weekend to at least 6 different homeless en-
campments or gathering spots throughout New Orleans, starting near St Anna's. Approximately 
80 encounters are made on each visit, offering Blessing Bags consisting of  protein drinks, water, 
hygiene kits, socks or t-shirts and notes of  promised prayer from St Anna's Parishioners, our 
Rector and several of  the Sisters and Brothers from the Community of  Francis and Claire 
(CFC), as well as conversation and a verbal prayer for those who want it. There are countless 
connections that have been made that contribute to the love that is being shared through this 
ministry to the homeless. Recently Church World Services (CWS) graciously honored our re-
quest for blankets, sleeping mats and prepacked hygiene kits. Likewise, Bombas Socks has do-
nated approximately 3,500 pairs of  socks over the last two years, with another of  1,000 pairs 
arriving soon. A group of  lovely people from St Mark's Episcopal Church in Moscow, PA are 
making sleeping mats out of  plastic bags for this ministry, and during the cold months a CFC 
Sister knits hats and a Brother makes scarves for distribution. Several months ago we were 
blessed with over 2,500 Meals Ready to Eat from the local Homeland Security Office. These are 
in addition to the in-kind and monetary donations of  individuals.Through the generosity of  
others, these visits have continued throughout the pandemic.   
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“I'm not always able to think about so much loss 
without bitterness and anger. I don't know if  I'll ever be 
capable of  loving my enemies; I'm not always capable 

of  forgiving myself.” 
 

― Sara Miles, Take This Bread: A Radical 
Conversion  

Down In Treme  
Concert Series 

 
Anna's Place NOLA is proud to 
announce the beginning of  the Down 
In Treme Concert Series.  This series 
presents some of  New Orleans' finest 
musicians performing in the Treme, in 
the sanctuary of  St. Anna's Episcopal 
Church .  Please support our local 
musicians by attending a few upcoming 
concerts.   A cash bar and merchandise 
table will be available as well.  We are 
currently looking for volunteers to help 
out as ushers, bar tenders, etc... If  you'd 
like to help out please contact Darry at 
(504) 947-2121.  Concert tickets are $20 
and can be purchased online 
at eventbrite.com electric yat quartet or 
if  you prefer you may purchase tickets 
at the door.  All city and state mandated 
COVID-19 protocols will be in place.  
For additional information please 
contact Darryl at (504 947-2121).     

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/147924
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/147924
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In Service to the Community 

 

A new team is forming! 
 

With any ministry, over time, fresh eyes, hands, and labor are part of  a natural rhythm. This is true 
with our Food Pantry which has operated for more than a decade. In fact food has been given in 
one form or another for at least a quarter of  a century at Saint Anna’s. So now we have are 
welcoming a transition: 
 
Thank you :  Pam and Jay Terril for all that you have done; leading us through this  
   pandemic.  
Welcome:  Chuck Coleman, Ed Azemus, and Betty Madden; a new team! 
 
If  you are interested in volunteering to work with the Food Pantry; Or, if  you feel that you 
may have a calling to work with a homeless ministry please contact Fr. Bill, drop a note in 
the collection plate, call or email fr.bill@stannanola.org 

The Food Pantry 

Together New Orleans is building a volunteer 
base of  block captains to increase voter turnout in 
every election. 
 
We are inviting you to participate as a block 
captain to get in touch with 30 to 50 households 
in your neighborhood and encourage them to 
vote. To get more information and sign up as a 
block captain to increase voter turnout in the city 
election this fall, please visit togethernola.org/
blockcaptains. 
 
This is a purely grassroots/non-partisan effort and 
is not supporting any candidate or party. 
 
 

If  interested please contact Fr. Bill ASAP: 
Call 504-947-2121 or  

Email:  fr.bill@stannanola.org 
 

http://www.togethernola.org/blockcaptains?e=75e65f3d0bea3880f5e59a124abfd018&utm_source=togetherbr&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2021_10_13_tno_bc_invite&n=1
http://www.togethernola.org/blockcaptains?e=75e65f3d0bea3880f5e59a124abfd018&utm_source=togetherbr&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2021_10_13_tno_bc_invite&n=1


Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing 

relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates 

the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel 

manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

Collects make for good private prayers during the week. 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Saint  Anna’s  

Proper 23    The Sunday closest to October 12  
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given 
to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Proper 24    The Sunday closest to October 19 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve 
the works of  your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast 
faith in the confession of  your ame; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Proper 25    The Sunday closest to October 26 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of  faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may 
obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Proper 26    The Sunday closest to November 2 
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you true and 
laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
 


