
A nd they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, 
to the breaking of  bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every 

soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And 
all who believed were together and had all things in common...And the Lord 
added to their number day by day those who were being saved.  
The Acts of  the Apostles Chapter 2 
 
"What is the validity or necessity, if  any, of  organized religion?" I asked this 
question because in our last issue we learned that Americans were becoming 
largely "unaffiliated" and in my own experience I bear witness to the slow 
withdrawal of  people from organized religion in general and denominational 
identity specifically. Therefore, the question was asked. In this issue we will 
take a journey and hear many voices who address this question. I hope that 
you enjoy your time taking this journey.  
 
To find out what was the wisdom of  the community I at first asked this 
question in the last AnnaGram but it was a bit buried. Yet, Deacon Buck read 
it and answered it. I truly appreciated that and I thought it important to hear 
more voices. So, an email was sent out to which there were two more 
responses one from James Cole and one from Lola Maloof. James was hopeful 
that we would get more responses. So, in a final effort and fearing a bad 
outcome, I posted the question on my Facebook page and later on the Church 
Facebook page. The results of  these efforts are so very very fruitful and 
articulate. Enjoy this journey where so ever it takes you.  
 

With abundant thanks Fr. Bill+ 

As Fr. Terry explained in the last edition of  the AnnaGram, the number of  
people claiming affiliation with a particular faith in this country is on the 
decline. The largest group in most surveys is “no affiliation.” This has been 
the trend most of  this century and is even further advanced in Europe. Fr. 
Terry asked us to weigh in on this question at the end of  his essay and I am 
happy to do so because I think it is an important question to ask and try to 
answer.  Le
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AnnaGram 

Who Needs Organized Religion?  
By Deacon Buck Close 



Let me dispense with the obvious to start. First, must you be a member in good 
standing of  a church in order to be a follower of  Jesus? No. Second, must you 
affiliate with a particular church to be a beloved child of  God? No. So we are not 
talking about salvation here - loving organized religion is not, in itself, salvific. 
Then why participate in organized religion at all? 
 
Here are some of  my reasons for being churched. They may differ from yours, 
and that is natural and perfectly OK. 
 

 I am churched because I was brought up in the church. In SC in the 50’s 
and 60’s one attended church weekly. Everyone did. That was the culture 
then. So this reason is more a cultural thing than a religious or spiritual 
thing.  

 The first sermon that I remember hearing talked about church affiliation 
using the metaphor of  coal in a fireplace. The priest explained how a coal, 
pulled out of  the fire and set on the hearth, would go out much faster than 
a coal left in the fire. That made sense to me even as a child. 

 When Christ instituted the Eucharist on that first Maundy Thursday he did 
more than suggest that we might like to repeat it every so often. In fact, in 
the words of  Eucharistic Prayer 1, He did institute and in his holy Gospel 
command us to continue, a perpetual memory of  that his precious death and sacrifice, 
until his coming again.”  While I realize that many Christians seem to take this 
command with a grain of  salt or ignore it altogether, I chose to take it for 
what it is to me - a command. The church and its priests and bishops are 
charged with administering this divine sacrament; so I need the church 
(organized religion if  you will) in order to adhere to what I believe is my 
sacred duty. (Note: The Episcopal Church, by and large, has distanced itself  
from this command - you don’t find it in Rite 2. I would argue that relaxing 
the emphasis on regular participation in the Eucharist has not gained us net 
members.) 

 The most important reason why I am affiliated with a church is that I get 
fed there. When I leave St. Anna’s on a Sunday, I am spiritually strengthened 
for the week ahead. I am lifted up by the experience. And that has been true 
of  my worship experiences for decades. To all the people I know who 
wouldn’t be caught dead being a member of  a church, I want to say, “You 
don’t know what you are missing.” And, dear reader, I felt this way when I 
was young as well. There is no substitute for the family I have in the church. 
We are united to one another by a shared faith. You cannot have that 
floating out there alone while being “spiritual but not religious.” This is 
especially true at St. Anna’s because we are a loving bunch of  people. 

 Finally, there is a silly reason why I have been a church person my whole 
life. That is because I like swimming against the current. The more society 

“Though 
all these 
splinters of  
the cross 
may not be 
the same, 
they all 
came from 
the same 
wood.” 
Princess 
Stephanie 
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"What is the validity or necessity, if  any, of  organized religion?"  
 
R Eileen Mitchell:  Because Jesus said we need to be in community. 
 
Norma Kelleher:  Because it strengthens your faith and is uplifting to associate with others who 
hold similar spiritual views and provides opportunities for ministry (or good works, if  one prefers) 
that would be difficult to find or initiate alone. 
 
Carl W. Davis:  The Church, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic was established by God to share 
Christ's presence in the world, primarily through the sacraments, of  which the Eucharist is chief, 
because that sacrament is Christ Himself. Nothing except the Church can do this. 
 
The Rev. Pete Nunnally:  I think about this almost every day. I am a recently ordained Episcopal 
priest but am far from the academy. Someone once said people go to church to learn how to be a 
good person. I responded that there are many places to find out how to be a good person. I go 
because of  the forgiveness I ask for and receive because I too often fail at being the good person 
I want to be. 
 
Here’s the necessity to me: 
1) we cannot be spiritual beings in isolation. We need the wisdom of  an ancient community to 
become our True selves and as a check against our egoic mindset. We need people to love and be 
loved by, all in the same boat. 
2) God/Universe/Oneness/Force/Truth has been speaking to people and communities since the 
beginning. An organized religion brings that holy, ancient conversation into the lives of  those 
here, now. 
3) It is the only community that points to the Ultimate Love as the Truth that encompasses and 
makes meaning out of  every facet of  our lives, and the only organization that exists for the sake 
of  its non-members. 

tells us that being in church on Sunday morning is passe and unimportant, the more I want 
to go. I realize that that is a bit perverse but there it is.  

 
So, speaking for myself, I love organized religion. I particularly love the Anglo Catholic variety and 
the way it is practiced in a quirky little church on Esplanade Ave. in New Orleans. Oh, am I lucky 
and/or blessed!  

The Agora was the Greek marketplace. It is where community gathered and thoughts, ideas, yes even rumors were 
passed along. Today, that place is largely social media.  

The Agora aka Facebook 



 

James Cole 

Be careful what you ask for !  
 
For many our age, we grew up going to church. It was much more the norm and part of  a weekly 
routine. There was a social component--it showed you were a good citizen of  the broader 
community. There was a lot less competition for time, and no one scheduled anything else on 
Sunday mornings. And also, especially for those in the Roman Catholic and Baptist camps, there 
was a fear element--no slip-ups or you'll end up in a very hot place for eternity. 
 
Certainly it is no longer expected that most people go to church on Sunday morning. For many 
that's enough reason to sleep in, go fishing, whatever. For those who think about it, the biggest 
issue is the church has lost its authority, its moral high ground. Too much abuse, exclusion, 
hypocrisy and judgement across the Christian church has led to disillusionment. Why give time 
and money to an institution I don't believe in? 
 
But there are a lot of  people out there who though they may frown on religion, they still have 
their faith, their belief  in Christ's teachings are intact. They look for a safe space where they feel 
love and acceptance. They want to share that with others. They want to know there are people in 
their community who share their same beliefs and concerns. We want to care for those who need 
it and know there are others who will care for us when it's our turn.  
 
So where does that leave organized religion? I love the Book of  Common Prayer; I think its 
authors were really trying to bridge that separation that  "the church" had created through 
bureaucracy and hierarchy. I love the ritual--it grounds and comforts me. I find those components 
of  religion reflect a broad reading of  scripture and reflect Christ's teachings and supersede a lot of  
the divisive issues people tend to get hung up on. I really don't know how appealing that all is to 
someone outside of  the church, it might seem too formal or foreign.  
 
I don't know what to make of  some of  the ecumenical churches that a lot of  people find 
appealing. To me, the message there seems to be God is too big to understand or question, just let 
the spirit fill you up and know there's some higher power that knows what's going on. There are a 
lot of  lost, hurting people out there who that seems to help, but to me it's just a bit too vague. 
 
I hope you get lots of  responses. I look forward to your own thoughts... 
 
 

An Interlude:  The Original Email Response 



Randy Ott 
 

What is "organized religion"? It seems to me like the term could be reduced to any kind of  
community with an expectation of  shared beliefs about things supernatural or transcenden-
tal, with the implication of  some kind of  hierarchy. 

Spiritual beliefs are a natural part of  the human experience and would not cease to exist in the 
absence of  organized communities around them. In the absence of  community, spirituality 
would be entirely individualistic and fragmented, and people's beliefs would be unanchored 
in shared norms or guidance from elders in the community. Unhealthy beliefs would take 
root even more easily in individuals predisposed to paranoia, self-hatred, or other issues, re-
inforcing them and detaching them from ways of  thinking conducive to growth and self-
actualization. 

As skeptical as I am of  authority and hierarchy, I also know that ostensible absence of  hierar-
chical structure often results in the de facto establishment of  invisible power structures, 
which are less accountable to those affected and controlled by them. In my opinion, visible 
power structures, democratically controlled, with procedures in place to hold the hierarchy 
accountable are safer for a community for this reason. Thus, like Noam Chomsky, I distin-
guish between justified, useful hierarchies and unjustified, harmful ones. All authority 
should be challenged to defend the reasons for its existence, and justified authority should 
be able to prove its value. 

In the Episcopal Church, I have so far found a nice balance between traditional hierarchy and 
local and individual autonomy, in a way I haven't seen in other spiritual paths and communi-
ties I've experienced. There is a respect for traditional and the common heritage of  ortho-
dox Christianity without a demand to adhere to overly specific formulae and dogma. I also 
recognize that it might be more hierarchical than some people want or need, and that's fine 
too. I honestly believe there's space in the world for different ways of  engaging with one's 
beliefs. I just find some degree of  organization and hierarchy useful and comforting. I am 
certain that there are excesses and inefficiencies in the organization of  this denomination, 
but given the leeway individual congregations have to meet their communities' spiritual and 
material needs, I have not (yet) become too frustrated by them. 

 
I don't have much of  an overarching point here, but these are some thoughts that came to mind as 
I pondered this question. 
 
Lola Maloof 
 
I suppose it's possible to have a relationship with God without an organized church but I don't see 
how it would work very well. We need the love, the teaching, the fellowship, and the opportunities 
for service that come along with St. Anna's. I thought I could do without all of  that in my younger 
days but now I find that I need (and want!) all those things. 

An Interlude:  The Original Email Response (Continued) 



 The Agora Continued (Facebook Responses) 
 
C. Robert Holloway:  For two hours a week I'm entering a sanctified world, knowing it's unlike 
any other aspect of  this frantic life. The chance for spiritual communion is guaranteed if  one 
approaches mass as a tabula rasa. And the consistent pageantry is a delight to anyone with a 
theatrical sense. 
 
Ángela De Alvare Reynoso 
Here comes the black sheep comment: There is little to NO NEED for organized religion in the 
present day sense of  the word. And in fact, it distorts and contorts the true meaning of  church 
according to the Book of  Acts. 
 
First came the mission, then came the church and the church was comprised of  the people 
becoming filled with the Holy Spirit, sharing the gospel to all ends of  the earth, and unitedly 
worshipping Christ as ONE body. 
 
We believers are called to a relationship with Christ - not buildings, denominational effigies, 
religious titles, or denominational depersonalization of  the church. 
 
Organized religion has allowed spiritual disarray, judgment and chaos to ensue in what is the last 
hope for humanity. And until it falls, the enemy will continue its plandemonium upon the masses 
furthering its secularistic agenda and enslaving the masses, because: If  a house is divided against 
itself, that house cannot stand. 
 
Marian Maxwell Johnson 
For me, the Episcopal church service fills the God shaped hole in my heart. The liturgy, the 
Eucharist, readings and sermon fill that hole. Every dang Sunday I leave with a full restored heart. 
Then things happen during the week and I need the refill. The pandemic has brought a plethora 
of  Morning, Evening, and Compline services streamed during the week and they help me 
tremendously. Along with a Zoom Bible study I attend with some wonderful Episcopalians I’ve 
never met in person. 
 
Evelyn Adams 
I think the fellowship/community provided by organized religion is why it is so important. 
 
Todd van Alstyne 
Totally agree with Carl W. Davis . The church's apostolic succession relies on this. The proper 
administration of  the sacraments rely on this. The church is the mystical bride of  Christ. We 
cannot do this on our own. She is an organism by nature. 
 
Rosemary Dix 
To me the main point is to teach moral/ethical behavior. The ritual of  fixed beliefs, certain 
worship practices, inspirational leadership with other like minded people reinforces these 
teachings. 
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Lauren Anderson:  Admitting my biases. I feel that there are today two types of  organized 
religions. Those that affirm and promote the dignity and inclusion of  all and those that don’t. I 
bear witness to the ever present need of  the former to allow those who have been victimized by 
the latter to experience the all inclusiveness of  Jesus’ love and salvation. 
 
Rachel Doyle:  I left organized religion as a teen due to flat-out intolerance. I returned to the 
church as an adult with young children because of  open armed acceptance. My church peeps are 
my community and my family. Our clergy steer the ship with love and compassion. I need all of  it. 
Even if  all I can manage on a Sunday is a few croaky notes as my mask catches my tears. 
 
Brandon Robb:  I made a mental bookmark of  your post earlier because I wanted to come back 
later and see what thoughtful responses people came up with once I had more time to read them, 
and I'm not at all disappointed. Personally I'll echo what a few have already said about fellowship 
and community in the body of  Christ (or in another sense, obviously, if  it's a non-Christian faith). 
I think the organizing part is in some ways the unavoidable outgrowth of  numerous people 
coming together who share the same core beliefs; most (or at least a great many) people naturally 
will want some degree of  structure around that. Additionally, I personally love mass, the 
Eucharist, our services, and the bells and whistles (and incense!) that are standard parts of  the 
ceremony. I'd miss those things if  my religion underwent wholesale devolution and we were all 
just left entirely to our own devices as far as regular practice. 
 
Incidentally, one of  the many things I love about the Episcopal Church is that we actively 
encourage this very kind of  discussion, and those on broader questions of  belief  and theology, 
and that different perspectives and dissenting viewpoints are welcome at the table for dialogue. I 
find that even when I disagree with someone's reasoning in these discussions, listening to their 
position helps me clarify my own a bit. It's wonderful to belong to a church that values intellectual 
endeavor when it comes to spirituality and discovering God, and doesn't just say "we believe A, B, 
C and D, and if  you don't you're going to hell and there's the door." 
 
Deborah Savage Tillman :  I was raised Protestant, rejected any organized religion as an adult, 
then converted to Catholicism which I have practiced for the last 25+ years. Here’s my take on the 
subject: God has revealed himself  to humankind through the profits and through the Word, Jesus. 
His truth, laws, and expectations have been taught to us in organized religions. Without the 
doctrines of  and practice of  organized religions, our human nature can find ways to justify 
straying from His truth, laws, and expectations. There is also the community and common good 
formed in organized religion that promote the development of  the better sides of  our human 
nature to give aid, assistance, and attention to our fellow humans which is our calling. I don’t think 
many of  us want to live as hermits, secluded alone in our own small circle of  existence. It’s just as 
spiritually important that we don’t live in a cocoon of  the spiritual beliefs we have spun on our 
own. 
 
 



 Scott Ball 
It's required by scripture to keep the Church intact until Jesus returns. No profound philosophical 
debate is needed. 
 
John 4:23 
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 
Acts 2:42 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of  
bread and the prayers. 
Hebrews 10:24-25 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of  some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near. 
 
Princess Stephaney 
My humble opinion, "Organized Religion" is just that. A group of  like minded people who can 
come together and worship the same religion with the same doctrine every time. Though all these 
splinters of  the cross may not be the same, they all came from the same wood. 
 
Spike Perkins 
I think the fellowship and community are what is most valuable about organized religion, 
although I do think one can be spiritual and experience the Divine without it. Also, organized 
religion has been a major vehicle for preserving and passing on culture, and a major patron of  the 
arts. This is true of  all religions throughout the world. 
 
Charles M. Dawson 
My Church gives me hope for our future and helps me to maintain and understand my faith. And 
the missions undertaken by organized religions improve our quality of  life and community. 
 
Joy Peacock 
Organized religion creates community and commonality among participants. Organized religion 
feeds our spiritual selves through doctrine. 
 
Max Niedzwiecki 
For me, spirituality is something you experience yourself  and religion is something you do with 
other people. They're both important. 
 
Karen Guerra 
I truly believe that yes, there is definitely value and necessity in organized religion. People do like 
routine and/or consistency. However, there has to be a balance! This is truly where you (Fr. Bill) 
have a special gift. You give tradition but current reality also. You teach the biblical meanings of  
the bible but also focus on what those teachings mean today. 
 



Karel Sloane-Boekbinder 
Perception of  organized religion is shaped by an extended history of  bloody conquest.  We are 
being called to a massive undertaking.  We are being called to a different way of  organizing. This 
present day is a time of  reflection and atonement.   This massive undertaking is a quest necessary 
for growth, an honest soul searching and critical examination of  history. This critical examination 
is painful.  It includes examining corruption, the historic support and pursuit of  both the 
degradation of  God’s glorious creation and the ghastly extermination and enslavement of  
millions, all done erroneously using the name of  Jesus. This history vilifies rather than glorifies 
Christ.  This reflection and atonement are intertwined with Critical Race Theory, a theory that 
examines the legal codification that supported historic degradation and oppression.  I believe we 
at St. Anna’s are actively engaged in this type of  organizing.  As examples, Anna’s Place, our food 
panty and the self  reflection and atonement we have done around memorializing those within the 
church that supported the Transatlantic Slave Trade. 
 
This organizing is calling us to a double atonement.  The first atonement, to become aware of  the 
ongoing betrayal of  the name, hands, feet, face and heart of  Jesus and the second, to become 
aware of  those wronged by those claiming to be the face of  Jesus.  Those using the name of  
Christ to degrade others bore false witness, they vilified Jesus.  They were guided not by Jesus but 
by greed and their quest for power.  It is only with this double recognition that we will be able to 
cleanse and rectify what was done to Christ and what was done in the name of  Christ.  When we 
organize around this reflection and atonement, when we actively undo what was done, we will 
verify organized religion in a new way, a way that rectifies a painful history and actively emulates 
Christ. 
 
Melissa  
Good morning—the first thing that comes to my mind is rigidity and set in their ways and 
predictability. This gives comfort to some—the rituals, the knowing what to expect, the 
structure,  of  the services, the music, the knowing what to say at certain times, when to stand and 
when to kneel. That is such comfort to some and the certainty in this uncertain world. It gives 
some a certain feeling of  control in this uncontrollable world. 
 
To me, in this world today and my views of  why Jesus came. It totally contradicts why Jesus came 
to earth and what He preached. Organized religion represents the Pharisees to me. They have all 
these rules and “sins” that are manmade. They say that it comes straight from the bible but they 
are mostly one sentence taken out of  context and then twisted into what certain men want to 
preach to make themselves feel better. It represents exclusivity instead of  inclusivity It condemns 
people instead of  accepting people. It encourages hate….that is why there is wars and thinking of  
who is superior or right…. 
 
I could go on and on but organized religion is one of  the main reasons why this world is in such a 
mess….. 
 
P.S. St Anna’s is a church that Jesus would be proud-it is exactly what he preached-love, 
acceptance, inclusion not exclusion-what a wonderful community and atmosphere 



Billy Keith 
Carl W Davis and Todd Van Alstyne stated it beautifully and Eileen Mitchell put a bow on it by 
mentioning “community” I also add, and I think someone did too, that the building itself  serves 
as a sacred space to simply have a place to retreat from the busy-ness of  life for whatever needs it 
functions to serve. However, a church community is like clothes, they have to fit you. 
 
Connie Greene 
From my association at St. Anna's with Anna's Arts, I found meaning through my sense of  
purpose. There was a disconnect within my family that became filled. 
Currently, I have reentered my doctoral program for Business Management with health emphasis. 
Food poverty is a major issue and I intend to use my experience there as a platform for health 
initiatives in nonprofit organizations. I am grateful 
 
Fr. Jim Deshotels, SJ 
Since when is this religion organized.     
 
A Conversation From the World of  Music 
 
Debbie Davis (Singer / Professional Musician) 
Music is the only religion that makes any sense to me. 
 
 Spike Perkins (professional musician) 
 One Episcopal Priest that I knew regarded all music as worship 
 
 Jeffrey Pounds  (Church organist—sub at St. Anna’s) 
 So much music has been passed down from the Christian Church: Gospel, for  one; it is a 
 mainstay at Jazzfest, so it must have significance, right? Music within the Christian 
 Church is a form of  worship in itself; each hymn is a prayer. For me, the church is the 
 epicenter of  music on this continent and other continents that embrace Christianity. Okay, 
 'nuff  said.  
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/william.soileau.9?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1OTg4OTYwODU1NTgxNV8xMDE1OTkwMDk3OTc4NTgxNQ%3D%3D&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXl9UCOozhoXK6hHfHA9K05-B0iGDT6cGtei7gbifimuf4V7T1sZUU6cLeF1vNCKeo9qCwexHjK4YjdlCpgyMM0fmvNCxP6bqTmSrI0zyZ07BVGm6mESTbI18_gL
https://www.facebook.com/connie.greene.3785?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1OTg4OTYwODU1NTgxNV8xMDE1OTkwMDgwMjc1NTgxNQ%3D%3D&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXl9UCOozhoXK6hHfHA9K05-B0iGDT6cGtei7gbifimuf4V7T1sZUU6cLeF1vNCKeo9qCwexHjK4YjdlCpgyMM0fmvNCxP6bqTmSrI0zyZ07BVGm6mESTbI18_g
https://www.facebook.com/debbdavis?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1OTg4OTYwODU1NTgxNV8xMDE1OTg5NTEwMzk4NTgxNQ%3D%3D&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVdkab47BsIuNoFNg6SunLQ0tl6W062UVUW_SCpYUsKLub1j9PJHhFnDGCIZ2zUhEPM3kBkzV4stpPfD-86v5G7GOhOieSiSWdehvPTetjq94heQth3QVpsChBpF9GPjQg&_


Once reserved exclusively for the families of  the Treme area served by St. Anna's Episcopal 
Church, this in-demand after-school enrichment and tutoring program for students aged 5 to 18 
or grades K-12 is now open to all families in the Treme and 7th-9th wards, announced Program 
Director Brianna Carr. 
  
The Fall Program starts Sept. 20, 2021 and will run for 12 weeks through December 11, 2021, 
offering after-school activities from 3:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays, 
and from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays. The program offers tutoring and homework help; art, 
instrumental and vocal music lessons; dance; cultural enrichment and history; yoga and other 
physical activities; college prep programming; as well as meals, snacks, transportation and 
educational field trips. 
  
Reserve a spot now by registering a child at annasplacenola.org for $25; the tuition charge for the 
program per student is $500 for all 12 weeks with scholarships available. Checks can be sent to 
Anna's Place NOLA, 1313 Esplanade Avenue, New Orleans, LA 70116 or call Ms. Carr at (504) 
372-4316. 
 
 
 

PROOF THAT IT WORKS! 
 
On the back cover of  this newsletter is a photo representing three scholars Emmam, Gabby, and 
Deri. These three have worked hard, been active participants in Anna’’s Place Programming and 
are now enjoying scholarships to their respective Colleges of  choice. Emmam is matriculating to 
The University of  New Orleans, Gabby is going to The University of  Louisiana in Lafayette, and 
Deri is going to Xavier University. Our modest scholarships will be deposited in their respective 
college student accounts for on-campus purchases. Proof  that this program works: for over ten 
years this program has been here for them and with them. It works. It works for other students in 
our program who graduate from High School with aspirations of  full employment and a living 
wage. It works. According to the best of  our records 100% are IPOC, living at or below the 
poverty level, have graduated from High School, and have not been shot due to gun violence.  

IT WORKS Y’ALL 

http://annasplacenola.org/
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Serving the Community 
 
Volunteers needed for FREE Urgent Care Telehealth services for our community 
 

Commit to a weekly shift of  3-4 hours onsite at St. Anna's 
Weekday shifts available 9am - 2:30pm;  
Possible shifts on Saturdays 2:30pm-5pm or Sunday 10am - 4pm 
Answer door and greet people 
Explain the process and easy use of  the equipment  
No healthcare background is needed 
No computer knowledge is needed 
 

Blessing Bags for our siblings who are homeless are in the back of  Church. Please take one bag. 
Thank you for participating in this Ministry. 
 
Homeless Outreach Ministry Requesting: 
   - Cases of  Bottled Water 
   - Protein Drinks 
   - Travel Size Bath/Hygiene Wipes 
 
Please call the church or email Br Don to arrange delivery of  your donations. 
dondubay504@aol.com  

It is a Spiritual Discipline! 

Please consider bringing cans of  food items. 

Boxed foods such as macaroni and cheese 

Dried beans or Tuna Fish 

Our Food Pantry Really needs our support 

It is not over until there is no more hunger.  

A basket is near the entrance of  the church 

mailto:dondubay504@aol.com
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The Dodwell House Phase 1 is back in full force. Here are some of  the items that were 
completed as of  today.  

 
Completed 
1. Rebar installed and concrete poured at new footing for new chapel walls  
2. Window restoration is about 75% complete, and we have a tentative window installation date 
set for August 23, 2021 
3. Roof  decking was replaced and the roof  underlayment is on.  
4. Permits filed with SWB and DPW for utility work and street cutting.  
 
In Review 
1. Masonry repairs at end walls where roofing intersects masonry.. 
 
Change Orders and Payments 
1. Pay App #2 has been submitted and approved for about $59,000.  
2. Change Order 3 for masonry work (moving Phase 2 work into Phase 1) was about $10,306 and 
has been approved.  
3. We are using unit pricing for the roof  decking that had to be completely replaced, and this 
resulted in an additional $20,480. This has been our first unexpected big expense.  
 

Our Capital Campaign is now starting to move forward potential donors are invited to engage 
with us and we will furnish them with a robust case for support. Contact us if  you know of  

someone, or, if  you have interest. 
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...while I believe the consecrated elements to 
become, by virtue of  his consecratory words, truly 
and really, yet spiritually and in an ineffable way, 
His Body and Blood, I learnt also to withhold my 
thoughts as to the mode of  this great Mystery, but 
as a Mystery to adore it. With the Fathers, then, 
and our own great Divines...I could not but speak 
of  the consecrated elements as being what, since 
He has so called them, I believe them to become 
His Body and Blood...Edward Bouverie Pusey  

 

Because of  the generosity of  certain individuals and legacies of  faithful members Saint Anna’s will 

be increasing it’s staff. We are investing in personnel to be the best that our faith community can 

be. Here are two of  our present and future job openings. If  you have a nominee for one of  the 

positions please contact Fr. Terry: 

 

Development Director. Tasked with establishing robust donor based giving, corporate giving, 

and grant making. This person will represent St. Anna’s in public arena’s and manage donor giving 

systems. A minimum of  5 years of  fund raising experience is needed.  

 

In the future we will be interviewing an Educational Specialist to join our Anna’s Place Team.  

Job Openings 
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Hi St. Anna's Friends, 
 
I hope your summer has been a great one! I just wanted to let you know that I am going to have a 
little book-signing at Octavia Books uptown on August 22 (a Sunday) at 3 pm for Sailing to 
Byzantium, if  you have a bit of  free time that afternoon! Also, if  you know of  anyone else who 
might be interested, please feel free to share the info! Thanks so much! 
 
Warmly, 
Lori  

Bio:     David V. Morse, and Maxwell Smart. 
 Retired Tenure Maintenance Supervisor Large Facilities, 

Fort Lauderdale, FL to New Orleans 11/2020. 
 Attend St. Anna's for several months.  
 Native to Mississippi. Junior Warden ,Ascension Episcopal 

Church, Hattiesburg,.  
 Graduate St.Stanislaus, Bay St Louis, MS. 
 Student of  University of  Lafayette. 
 Double Reiki Master. 
 Both Western and Eastern studies. 

Welcome Our New 

Sexton 

David Morse 



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing 

relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates 

the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel 

manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

Collects make for good private prayers during the week. 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Saint  Anna’s  

L et your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot 
continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
 

G rant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that 
we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen  

Deri Parker, Danette Brown for Emmam, Gabby Cephus, Mrs. Cephus, Brianna Carr Director 


