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Feast Days!
One of the more impressive aspects of traditional and historic Christianity is
its inclination to throw a party. True some of what we call feasts are more
emotionally observances. But, for the better part we party. So how is that a
faith based on a crucifixion and the communion of martyrs can claim such
joy? How is that a book that we say, "Holy scripture containeth all things
necessary to salvation" is at once lovely and violent and yet we Feast!
Perhaps our inclination starts with this, the Eucharist. Whatever one believes
about what is going on in the Eucharist or how it is going on at its most
fundamental level it is a meal. A holy meal but a meal none the less. This meal
is simple in its components: people, unleavened bread, and wine. One name
for it is evocative, "The Pascal Feast."
The word pascha relates to the Exodus event of Israel. It is a shared word or
phrase that represents that quick meal that God ordained for his traveling
people fleeing oppression and it is the same phrase used in historic
Christianity to describe the Eucharist and
in particular the "Paschal Mystery." What
is this about mystery? Mystery you say?! That
mystery is the manifestation of Jesus as
both God and Human, that his life,
ministry, death and resurrection
inaugurated the Messianic age, the
Kingdom of God, and provides food for
our souls forever. It is unchangeable and it
is always. Now that is a mystery.
Ethiopian Icon
Therefore, the central act of our worship
is said to be Eucharist, a Feast, a Divine Meal. It is not so much a reenactment
or old memory as it is a current and present act with current and present
results. It is to consume and be consumed by Jesus in all of his love for us. It
is the fullest expression of the divine Trinity that we worship and believe to be
the God-head.
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I am mindful of another example of the churches movement toward rejoicing and
feasting. It has become a more common phrase to call a funeral event "a
celebration of life" and I would go further for we Christians and call it "a
celebration of continuing life." Yes, we feast and should feast and mourn when a
dear one transitions. Did you notice the word "transitions?" How could you not?!
That is what a Christian death is; it is a transition from this earthly body to another
way of being. That is cause for celebration. So, we Feast.
For every Saint, greater and lesser saints, we feast because they loved so much that
remarkable things happened to, usually unremarkable people, this through faith. So,
we Christians celebrate the lives of saints no matter how their journey ended in this
world. We celebrate them so much that we use the phrase "whole communion of
saints." Wikipedia offers us this:

How I loved
the feasts!.... I
especially
loved the
processions
in honor of
the Blessed
Sacrament.
What a joy it
was for me...
to throw
flowers
beneath the
feet of God
Therese of
Lisieux

“The Dancing Saints” wall mural Episcopal Church of St. Gregory of Nyssa in San Francisco

The communion of saints (communio sanctorum), when referred to persons, is the spiritual union
of the members of the Christian Church, living and the dead...They are all part of a single
"mystical body", with Christ as the head, in which each member contributes to the good of all and
shares in the welfare of all.
What a delight! What a gift! In which "each member contributes to the good of all
and shares in the welfare of all." Yes, we feast and do so, among other things, as a
way to share with each other. When we feast we share our stories, we share our
good food, we share laughter, and sometimes tears, we share our precious time, we
join in each other's journeys. It all starts with a little unleavened bread and a drop
of wine; yes but I hope that you agree that it is more - Eucharist is much much
more.
On July 25th our community will gather at about 10:30 a.m. We will sing a little, we
will pray a little, we will hear the ancient stories from scripture. We will talk about
the grandmother of Jesus and her husband Joachim. We will greet each in peace.
We will gather together at the altar rail so close to each other that maybe we touch.
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In that moment we will be offered bread and in that singular act our very souls will be refreshed
and we will begin our lives anew. Not a groundhog day but a new day. It is like one of my favorite
Broadway songs:
Birds flying high you know how I feel
Sun in the sky you know how I feel
Reeds driftin' on by you know how I feel
(refrain:)
It's a new dawn
It's a new day
It's a new life
For me
And I'm feeling good
(Anthony Newley & Leslie Bricusse composers)

That is how I feel when we feast, when we receive that simple meal, when I am joined with Jesus
and with all of us together. Richard Hooker said, and I paraphrase, it is not so much that the bread and
wine are changed but rather that we are changed in receiving it. So, we Feast.

The Feast of St.
Anna July 29,
2007. A
procession
marched from
Royal St.
through the
Quarter and
Treme to the
church. It was
only 2 years
after Katrina.
About 150
people attended
including a
good
representation
of Latin-X
community.

The Ordination of Allison Reid
A Reflection by Joanna Rivers
The ordination of Mother Allison was very powerful. I genuinely appreciated the service,
especially having the entire congregation present the candidates to the Bishop. Being present at
the first all women ordination (in the Diocese of Louisiana) was a real honor. I felt personally
very invested in Mother Allison's journey as the beginning of her path to Saint Anna's was much
like mine. I work only a few blocks from NOMA and had been interested in the Church for
years. Seeing her present the Eucharist in her vestments and watching all of our parishioners pass
by my pew to receive Communion from this new priest and beloved member of our Church was
so powerful. It was the straw that finally broke my resistance to receiving Communion myself. I
owe much to her story to the priesthood.
Most impactful of all was the seriousness of the examination. I have reflected at length on the
vows taken that day by all three remarkable women. I've reminded myself that you [Fr. Bill] took
those same vows. I do understand that priests are human like all of us, but the willingness to even
TRY to keep those vows gives me great hope for all of us. For humanity and for one another.
It's going to serve as a reminder that so many of us are trying to do better and to continue to lift
one another up as best as we can.
It was a night I won't forget soon.
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A Rector can be no prouder nor more humbled when
in one moment of time Allison Reid is ordained to the Sacred Order of Priests, Luigi
Mandile newly ordained Deacon is Deacon of the Mass and Derri Parker is Acolyte of the
Mass. Of course it was a joy to also see so many of St Anna's faithful showing support and
love. All in all a perfect evening for this priest.

An Open Letter from Deacon Luigi Mandile
This past weekend, Saturday to be specific, I felt it was the first time in weeks I was able to relax
and try to do nothing at my house but watch new Netflix movies.
The whirlwind I had experienced the last four weeks have been anything less than amazing. My
ordination on June 16th was the most important day, since I was able to legally marry my husband,
Sean. Prior to the Ordination Day, I was incredibly nervous, I truly did not believe I would have
many people attend the Ordination service or what should I do for a reception. At one point I
was told I was turning into a Bridezilla from more than one person, including my husband. I was
asked to step away from everything regarding the Ordination and I did.
By the time of the actual day of the service, I tried to be chilled. I had family in town from
Chicago. Some never been in New Orleans before. I really did not know what to expect. I wrong
with everything I believed would happen or not happen. The service was incredible. The clergy
that attended. The support from the LGBT community. The friends that flew in from Chicago to
surprise me. The pictures that were sent to me of friends and family
watching the service live on Facebook. Friends in San Diego, Chicago,
New York, Canada, Italy, and France.
Rev. Allison Reid (right) was nothing less than amazing, giving the homily.
She was on target with all that she said. I heard from more than one
person in the LGBT community that attended that the service and the
Homily mad them cry. Some of these people had not stepped into a
church for 20-30 or 40 years. However, the service and Homily made
them think about that moment they were in a church, listening and seeing
something they never thought they would see in their lifetime. After the
service, the reception was incredible. I heard the food was wonderful
(Like at my wedding reception I never had a chance to taste the food).
I thank each of you in our St. Anna’s family, and yes, I do consider it family. This could not have
happened if not for you in so many ways. Not just Ordination Day but for the years that you all
have followed me and raised me up for this one special day. The encouragement you gave me. The
talks we had. The committees some parishioners gave up their evening to attend for me. I believed
nothing else could happen to make me feel the way I did on that evening of Ordination.
I was wrong, I was asked to be Deacon of the mass for the Ordination of Allison Reid and two
other ladies being ordained Priest of the Church. What an honor, for a newly ordained Deacon
and serve with the bishop as three women were being Ordained as Priest. Again, you my Church
family were there for Allison Reid. When I read the Gospel during that mass, and when processing
out of church. So proud to be a part of the St. Anna’s church family. There was Alison being
ordained a Priest, myself newly ordained deacon and Derri parker assisting in the mass and
holding the Gospel for me. What a moment for our church family, three person that you have
raised up. At both our Ordinations you showed the bishop and other clergy what our church

family is all about. Two persons that were always incredibly supportive to me and Allison were Ms.
Mary Dodwell and Father Dan Hanna. Both had died in the past few years. I am sure that they
were looking down at the services.
I have come a long way since my husband Sean, and I found St. Anna’s; or should I say Sean
found St. Anna’s and pushed me to check it out. From the moment I entered St. Anna’s my very
first time, smelled the Incense we found a home after all these many years. I would like to end
with a brief story that Rev. Allision mentioned in her Homily and Father Terry with his wife Vicky
will never let me forget.
After a short time at St. Anna’s we were asked to go on a retreat. This was my first retreat ever.
After Sean and I arrived at Solomon retreat center. We first noticed no internet, no phones in the
rooms and no locked doors unless you were in the room. I did not know what to make of this. I
asked Sean what had we got ourselves into? As the day proceeded and evening came. We sat
around on rocker chairs outside. Father Terry asked everyone to get a Bible. We looked at each
other surprised. What is happening, we were Roman Catholic, I had never in my life opened a
Bible, that was something we never were taught to do in the church or encouraged to do. I or
anyone in my family had a bible in the house.
Each person in the circle read something out of the bible. I was so nervous that I would be asked
to look something up and read it aloud. It finally came to my turn. Father Terry asked me to read
something from Isaiah. I panicked trying to find the reading. Not only find the reading I became
nervous and said out loud, well who is this guy, Isiah? Everyone looked at me surprised, as I
explained to them our Roman Catholic background regarding the bible. Ms. Vicky was more
shocked than anything, someone from a church that
did not want you to read the bible. I believe to this
day she is still shocked. Lol
When Sean and I returned home that weekend, I told
him I would never go on a Retreat again. And I could
not see me reading a bible, attending Church was
enough. Here I am 15 years later.
Yes indeed, God does work in mysterious ways.
My thanks and prayers to you all
Rev. Deacon Luigi

No Surprise: The religious landscape is shifting

The Washington Post further reports, “Looking at young Americans, some trend lines appear to
be moving in one direction. Last year, 36 percent of Americans aged 18-29 told PRRI they have
no religious affiliation, compared with 23 percent of that same age group in 2006 and 10 percent
in 1986. “
One might suspect that this trend is not just “unaffiliated” but moving toward the agnostic or
secular humanist perspectives. It is certainly attractive to align with something without a particular
demand or structure. It is attractive to claim that, like my cousin, “science is my God.” Yet,
Science and God are not mutually exclusive there is more than enough room in the Universe for
both.
One of the essential roles that historic religion has played is gathering. Before twitter, before cell
phones, before Facebook, before social media there were churches. How must the church then
transform, if it should transform, and into what should that be. For sure there are two camps
according to the WP article one camp are what we might call traditionalists. Broadly they are often
called the Christian Right or Evangelicals. They are mostly concentrated in the South and populate
the more Conservative party. On the other side are what we might call Progressive Christians.

Generally they populate the Northeast and West Coast. Politically they generally affiliate with the
more Liberal party.
Then we have those who claim to be “spiritual” but don’t do organized religion. Perhaps they are
a part of that “unaffiliated” group. This is the group, particularly in New Orleans, that I run into.
The final stripe is the “I believe in God and all that. But I just don’t get all that ritual.” The church
needs to respond to all of these varied critiques. What is being said is that they are not being
attended to. Something is missing.
Let’s start with communications. Most churches are trying to catch up to technology. That is a
good thing. Like St. Anna’s many churches believe that virtual worship is here to stay. Yet, I must
admit that in-person worship cannot be replaced. The ritual which eventually leads to the
Eucharist cannot be fully communicated using media. But none the less media is a great access
point for both church and the general population. No ever knows what will spark a moment of
grace.
Next, as some of the population is transitioning and becoming broader in thought and social
spaces so too the church must be broader in thought and social spaces. St. Anna’s, as an example,
has made it very comfortable to come dressed as you are. No raised eyebrows. St. Anna’s
welcomes emotional support dogs (even when the occasionally chime in with the choir). The
social structure of our church is more like sitting in an urban park. As it should be. Yet, our
challenge is in communicating this hospitality over and against preconceived ideas about
“organized religion.” All are welcomed must be lived into.
While learning the faith is very important and I believe in short supply, at
least effectively, we also need to learn to listen carefully. What is our
community saying. What are they saying about all manner of things. I
recently read an article, as an example, about “code switching” and it’s
toxic effects for people of color. It is exhausting to pretend to be one
thing in one environment and another thing in another environment.
What lessons can we, as a church, learn from that. True there are
behavioral norms that our Lord espouses but there also is a “whiteness”
to our church that needs to be considered. Yet, we are Anglicans, it is a
dilemma and one worth discussing.
The challenges of being good stewards of the love of Jesus are manifold and many. But if we are
to be The Church we must open ourselves to discussions and directions that lead us to a fuller
communion with our family. That family is walking by our front doors right now.
AN INTERESTING NOTE: When I undertook a Google search “Quotes: Organized Religion”
virtually all of the abstracts were from agnostics and atheists. Not a single apologist, prophet, or
Rabbi surfaced to claim the validity or necessity of organized religion. What do you say? I would like
to hear. Fr. Bill+

Union of Black Episcopalians invites all to ‘outpouring of Spirit’ for
churchwide revival.
[Episcopal News Service] The 53rd annual conference of the Union of Black Episcopalians this
year will include “a fresh wave of divine love, guidance and power,” in the form of a good oldfashioned revival, and everyone’s invited.
The online churchwide “Lift Every Voice and Sing” gathering July 27-30 will feature 7 p.m. EDT
nightly spirited worship; daily noon plenary sessions examining systemic racism, inclusion, and
challenges to voting and civil rights; a celebration of the late Rt. Rev. Barbara C. Harris, The Episcopal Church’s first woman bishop; and a commemoration of the 40th publishing anniversary of
the African American hymnal whose title is echoed in the revival’s name. It will also memorialize
the disproportionate number of African Americans who died from COVID-19.
For more on this wonderful opportunity and to register go to:
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2021/07/13/union-of-black-episcopalians-invites-all-tooutpouring-of-spirit-for-churchwide-revival/

“Better Together”
Together NOLA and The Office of Gun Violence
Prevention
Patrick Young (photo left) is the Head of the Mayor’s program,
“The Office of Gun Violence Prevention.” This is a strategic
program that is gathering a coalition of grass roots programs;
introducing creative strategies; and providing broad and long term
solutions to the proximate causes of urban gun violence. This
program is more than reducing gun violence.
If one can agree that urban gun violence is more of a symptom
and if we approach gun violence as if it were a virus perhaps a
pandemic then we will develop “vaccines” that will attack the
virus. Those “vaccines” are based on three foundational
approaches:
 Prevention
 Apprehension
 Intervention
Prevention: “Investing in our youth, families, and communities to
reduce the incidence of violence. Four key programs have been
launched to address community issues.

Apprehension: “Arresting perpetrators of violent crimes.” Again four central initiatives and
collaborations have been introduced to support this goal.
Intervention: “Providing post-detention support and deevelopme nt programs for youth and
adults alike to reduce recidivism and make our communities stronger. The city has invested heavily
in minimizing our people’s attachment to the criminal justice system.”
What is important is that the city, as a matter of policy, is creatively investing in long term
solutions to reduce urban violence and in so doing create a better community. St. Anna’s is
engaging in this work with the Mayor’s Office and we look forward to more news about support
that our Anna’s Place might receive.
TOGETHER NEW ORLEANS, is a coalition of churches and organizations that represents one
of the most diverse groups that the city can offer. Jews, Muslims, Christians, Hinid, Organizations
like “The bucket brigade” based in the metro New Orleans area are banding together to create
deeper relationships and from that to find common policy areas that we can and should create to
exercise community will in the political arena. The phase “Better together” is the call.
What is exciting for me is that the
response to this vehicle for
community engagement by St.
Anna’s was terrific with as many as
20 individuals taking the
opportunity to become engage. The
photo left show our group at a great
gathering of all our brothers and
sisters this past Wednesday evening
at the Dillard University Chapel. It
was a powerful and exciting evening.
The point person for our
community right now is V.P.
Franklin. He and you have done a
wonderful job. One of the speakers
Ms. Khalida Lloyd (pictured left) are
one of the key personnel managing
and facilitating Together New
Orleans. Our Bishop encourages
our support and engagement. These
are indeed exciting times engaging
with and meeting the challenges that
were so vividly expressed during
this past year. BETTER
TOGETHER.
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The Homeless Ministries
Once again providence has given Br. Don, Rusty, and others who work on the Homelss Ministries
another boost -another blessing. Don asked for and received substantial support from Church
World Services in delivering hygiene kits and blankets. A team doing God’s work.
According to Church World Services the total cash value of donations received today for
Homeless outreach ministry is $15,425.30
Errol, Deacon Luigi, and Ms. Bre all pitched in
to unload pallets of goods for our homeless
ministries. Not pictured but equally involved in
the off loading are Rusty and Br. Don Dubay.
Well done team!

REMEMBER
WE HAVE CARE BAGS
FOR YOU TO TAKE
TO GIVE TO OUR
HOMELSS BROTHERS
AND SISTERS
AS YOU GO ABOUT TOWN.

It is a Spiritual Discipline!
Please consider bringing cans of food items.
Boxed foods such as macaroni and cheese
Dried beans or Tuna Fish
Our Food Pantry Really needs our support
It is not over until there is no more hunger.
A basket is near the entrance of the church
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Anna’s Place NOLA
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Prayers of the People
A notebook is in the back of the church as you enter. It is for you to list your prayers
of special intention that will be read during the mass. We welcome your prayers.
Did you know?
The Episcopal Church canonically recognizes 18 traditional orders and 14 Christian
communities for men, women, or both. Religious Orders and Communities serve the
greater church in several ways. Many offer retreat houses and individual spiritual direction. Each community has a rule of life and is committed to prayer, life in community,
and hospitality.
For more information on religious orders:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/who-we-are/religious-orders-and-faithcommunities/listings/

Job Openings
Because of the generosity of certain individuals and legacies of faithful members Saint Anna’s will
be increasing it’s staff. We are investing in personnel to be the best that our faith community can
be. Here are three of our present and future job openings. If you have a nominee for one of the
positions please contact Fr. Terry:
Development Director. Tasked with establishing robust donor based giving, corporate giving,
and grant making. This person will represent St. Anna’s in public arena’s and manage donor giving
systems. A minimum of 5 years of fund raising experience is needed.
Sexton. Tasked with custodial services for the church campus. This is currently a part time
position that has a starting pay of $15.00/hr. The ability to do minor repairs is a plus.
In the future we will be interviewing an Educational Specialist to join our Anna’s Place Team.
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“I am here to walk with Jesus. I've
prevented so many problems by just
asking God in the morning to show
me how I can help.”
A parishioner

We are looking for volunteers who would agree to act as greeters
and receptionists for this program. If you are interested and
have the time please contact Fr. Bill or email
Diana@stannanola.org

Our Mission

S ain t A nn a’s

1313 Esplanade Ave.
New Orleans, LA. 70116
Office: 504-947-2121
Email: admin@stannanola.org

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing
relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates
the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and
hospitality. "

Collects make for good private prayers during the week.

O

Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they
may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power
faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A

lmighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our
ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things
which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

O

God, who did see fit to confer grace on blessed Anna that she might deserve to be made
the mother of the mother of Your only-begotten Son, mercifully grant that, as we celebrate
her solemnity, we may be assisted with You by her patronage. Through the same Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.
Father Bill and Acolyte Henry McMillan enjoy a
moment as they survey this very elegant and
resplendent cake provided by Rebecca Henley on the
4th of July. That would be Fr. Bill’s 70th revolution
around the sun. To put that in perspective when he was
born there were no cell phones, personal computers, no
one had landed on the moon, the middle class was
about to be the largest that it ever was or would be.
Schools were segregated. The Port of New Orleans
employed more people than the tourist industry. The
Billboard #1 hit single was “Too Young” by Nat King
Cole; the number one movie was “Quo Vadis” but “All
About Eve” received the Academy Award. The Nobel
Peace Prize 1951 was awarded to Léon Jouhaux "for
having devoted his life to the fight against war through
the promotion of social justice and brotherhood among
men and nations."

