
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ordination of 

 

Luigi Mandile 

 

To the Sacred Order of Deacons 
 

The Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana 

 

The Rt. Rev. Morris Thompson 

Bishop 

 

16 June 2021  



The Order of Procession 
 

Thurifer - Ed Azemius 

Crucifer/Acolyte - Charlie Gottschalk 

M.C. The Rev Canon Shannon Duckworth 

Ordinand—Luigi Mandile 

 

 

 

 

Crucifer—Deri Parker 

Sophia Hutcheson-Torch - Deacon Joyce  Jackson - Jalyn Gottschalk-Torch  

Preacher – Deacon Allison Reid 

Bishops Chaplain -  Deacon Buck Close 

The Rt. Rev. Morris Thompson 

 

 

 

Vesting Clergy  

Other Participants 

 

Presenters     Mary Ann Guarisco-Matas 

      Theresa Catezone-Botica  

      The Very Rev. William Terry 

 

Readers:     Rachel Matas 

      Olivia Matas 

 

Oblations:    Russell Rousseau 

      Donna Rousseau 

 

Ushers:     Karen Judge, Kirk Toups 
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Deacon 

 
Deacons are members of one of three distinct orders of ordained 

ministry (with bishops and presbyters). In the Episcopal Church a 

deacon exercises “a special ministry of servanthood” directly under the 

deacon's bishop, serving all people and especially those in need (BCP, 

p. 543). This definition reflects the practice of the early church, in 

which deacons were ordained “not to the priesthood but to the 

servanthood [diakonia, “ministry”] of the bishop” (Hippolytus, 

Apostolic Tradition). In the ancient Greek-speaking world the term 

diakonos meant an intermediary who acted or spoke for a superior. 

Christian deacons were agents of the bishop, often with oversight of 

charity. Since ancient times the liturgical functions of deacons have 

suggested the activity of angels. As they proclaim the gospel, lead 

intercessions, wait at the eucharistic table, and direct the order of the 

assembly, deacons act as sacred messengers, agents, and attendants. 

The revival of the order of deacons in the twentieth century has 

emphasized social care and service. Many bishops in the Episcopal 

Church expect their deacons to promote care of the needy outside the 

church. (From An Episcopal Dictionary for the Church) 

 

Patron Saint of Deacons 
 

St. Stephen, (died 36 CE, Jerusalem; feast day December 26), 

Christian deacon in Jerusalem and the first Christian martyr, whose 

apology before the Sanhedrin (Acts of the Apostles 7) points to a 

distinct strand of belief in early Christianity. His defense of his faith 

before the rabbinic court enraged his Jewish audience, and he was taken 

out of the city and stoned to death. His final words, a prayer of 

forgiveness for his attackers (Acts of the Apostles 7:60), echo those 

of Jesus on the cross (Luke 23:34). Stephen is the patron saint of 

deacons and stonemasons. His feast day is observed with both religious 

and secular traditions in a number of countries.  



Prelude: 

 

 

 

 

Please Stand for our Processional Hymn 

 

Processional Hymn: “Alleluia sing to Jesus”   Hymnal 460  





The Ordination of a Deacon 
 
The people standing, the Bishop says 

 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Presentation 

 
The bishop and people sit. A Priest and a Lay Person, and additional 

presenters if desired, standing before the bishop, present the ordinand, 

saying 

 

Morris, Bishop in the Church of God, on behalf of the clergy and people of the 

Diocese of Louisiana, we present to you Luigi Mandile to be ordained a deacon in 

Christ’s holy catholic Church. 

 

Bishop 

Has he been selected in accordance with the canons of this Church? And do you 

believe his manner of life to be suitable to the exercise of this ministry? 

 

Presenters 

We certify to you that he has satisfied the requirements of the canons, and we 

believe him qualified for this order. 

 

The Bishop says to the ordinand 

Will you be loyal to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of Christ as this Church 

has received them? And will you, in accordance with the canons of this Church, 

obey your bishop and other ministers who may have authority over you and 

your work? 

 

 



Answer 

I am willing and ready to do so; and I solemnly declare that I do believe the Holy 

Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and to contain 

all things necessary to salvation; and I do solemnly engage to conform to the 

doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Episcopal Church. 

 

The Ordinand then signs the above Declaration in the sight of all present. 

 

All stand. The Bishop says to the people 

Dear friends in Christ, you know the importance of this ministry, and the weight 

of your responsibility in presenting Luigi Mandile for ordination to the sacred 

order of deacons. Therefore if any of you know any impediment or crime because 

of which we should not proceed, come forward now and make it known. 

 

If no objection is made, the Bishop continues 

Is it your will that Luigi be ordained a deacon? 

 

The People respond in these or other words 

It is. 

 

Bishop 

Will you uphold him in this ministry? 

 

The People respond in these or other words 

We will. 

 

The Bishop then calls the people to prayer with these or similar words 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Litany for Ordinations  

Begins on the following page 



The Litany for Ordinations 

 
All kneel, and the Person appointed leads the Litany for Ordinations,  

 

The Litany continues on the next page 



 

For all members of your Church in their vocation and ministry, that they may 

serve you in a true and godly life, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons, that 

they may be filled with your love, may hunger for truth, and may thirst after right-

eousness, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For Luigi, chosen deacon in your Church, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

That he may faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry, build up your Church, and 

glorify your Name, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

That by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit he may be sustained and encouraged to 

persevere to the end, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For his family, that they may be adorned with all Christian virtues, we pray to 

you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease 

and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to 

the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they 

may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow 

among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice and promote the 

dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, 

that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O 

Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 



For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, 

and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to 

you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit 

to amend our lives, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is 

known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place 

where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Anna and all 

the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another,  

 

 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole 

Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your 

providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world 

see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things 

which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to 

their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The congregation may now be seated 



The Ministry of the Word 

 
 

 

The First Lesson:  The Book of Sirach 39:1-8                               

    read by Ms. Olivia Matas 

He seeks out the wisdom of all the ancients, 

    and is concerned with prophecies; 

he preserves the sayings of the famous 

    and penetrates the subtleties of parables; 

he seeks out the hidden meanings of proverbs 

    and is at home with the obscurities of parables. 

He serves among the great 

    and appears before rulers; 

he travels in foreign lands 

    and learns what is good and evil in the human lot. 

He sets his heart to rise early 

    to seek the Lord who made him, 

    and to petition the Most High; 

he opens his mouth in prayer 

    and asks pardon for his sins. 

If the great Lord is willing, 

    he will be filled with the spirit of understanding; 

he will pour forth words of wisdom of his own 

    and give thanks to the Lord in prayer. 

The Lord will direct his counsel and knowledge, 

    as he meditates on his mysteries. 

He will show the wisdom of what he has learned, 

    and will glory in the law of the Lord’s covenant. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

 



The Appointed Psalm: 119:33-40 He Legem pone (S-415) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, * 

 and I shall keep it to the end. 

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 

 I shall keep it with all my heart. 

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 

 for that is my desire. 

36 Incline my heart to your decrees * 

 and not to unjust gain. 

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 

 give me life in your ways. 

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 

 which you make to those who fear you. 

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 

 because your judgments are good. 

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * 

 in your righteousness preserve my life. 

 

The Second Reading: The Acts of the Apostles 6:2-7 read by Rachel Matas 

 

And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and said, “It 

is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on 

tables. Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good 

standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this 

task, while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the 

word.” What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a 

man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, 

Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. They had these men stand 



before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. The word of God 

continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, 

and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

Please stand for the Gospel Hymn sung before and after the Gospel 

The Holy Gospel:  of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (22:24-27)     

    sung by The Rev. Deacon Joyce Jackson 

 

People: Glory to you Lord Christ 

 

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as 

the greatest. But he said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and 

those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather the 

greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who 

serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it 

not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord 

People: Praise to you Lord Christ 



The Sermon       The Rev. Deacon Allison Reid 

 

Celebrant: Please stand as we affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 



The Examination 

 
All are seated except the ordinand, who stands before the Bishop. 

 

My brother, every Christian is called to follow Jesus Christ, serving God the Father, 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. God now calls you to a special ministry of 

servanthood directly under your bishop. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are to serve 

all people, particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely. 

 

As a deacon in the Church, you are to study the Holy Scriptures, to seek nourishment 

from them, and to model your life upon them. You are to make Christ and his 

redemptive love known, by your word and example, to those among whom you live, 

and work, and worship. You are to interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and 

hopes of the world. You are to assist the bishop and priests in public worship and in the 

ministration of God’s Word and Sacraments, and you are to carry out other duties 

assigned to you from time to time. At all times, your life and teaching are to show 

Christ’s people that in serving the helpless they are serving Christ himself. 

 

My brother, do you believe that you are truly called by God and his Church to the life 

and work of a deacon? 

 

Answer  I believe I am so called. 

 

Bishop  Do you now in the presence of the Church commit yourself to this  

  trust and responsibility? 

Answer  I do. 

Bishop  Will you be guided by the pastoral direction and leadership of your  

  bishop? 

Answer  I will. 

Bishop  Will you be faithful in prayer, and in the reading and study of the  

  Holy Scriptures? 

Answer  I will. 

Bishop  Will you look for Christ in all others, being ready to help and serve  

  those in need? 

Answer  I will. 

Bishop  Will you do your best to pattern your life and that of your family in  

  accordance with the teachings of Christ, so that you may be a   

  wholesome example to all people? 

Answer  I will. 



Bishop  Will you in all things seek not your glory but the glory of the Lord 

  Christ? 

Answer  I will. 

 

Bishop  May the Lord by his grace uphold you in the service he lays upon 

  you. 

Answer  Amen. 

 

The Consecration of the Deacon 
All now stand except the ordinand, who kneels facing the bishop. Veni Sancte 

Spiritus (Come Holy Spirit), is sung. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A period of silent prayer follows, the people still standing. The Bishop then says 

this Prayer of Consecration: 



O God, most merciful Father, we praise you for sending your Son Jesus Christ, 

who took on himself the form of a servant, and humbled himself, becoming 

obedient even to death on the cross. We praise you that you have highly exalted 

him, and made him Lord of all; and that, through him, we know that whoever 

would be great must be servant of all. We praise you for the many ministries in 

your Church, and for calling this your servant to the order of deacons. 

 

Here the Bishop lays hands upon the head of the ordinand, and prays 

Therefore, Father, through Jesus Christ your Son, give your Holy Spirit to Luigi; 

fill him with grace and power, and make him a deacon in your Church. 

 

The Bishop then continues 

Make him, O Lord, modest and humble, strong and constant, to observe the 

discipline of Christ. Let his life and teaching so reflect your commandments, that 

through him many may come to know you and love you. As your Son came not to 

be served but to serve, may this deacon share in Christ’s service, and come to the 

unending glory of him who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

The People in a loud voice respond  AMEN! 

 

The new deacon is now vested according to the order of deacons. 

 

The Bishop gives a Bible to the newly ordained, saying 

 

Receive this Bible as the sign of your authority to proclaim God’s Word and to 

assist in the ministration of his holy Sacraments. 

 

The Peace 
The Bishop:     The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People      And also with you. 

 

The Bishop and the Clergy present now greet the newly ordained. 

The new Deacon then exchanges greetings with family members and others, as 

may be convenient. 

The Clergy and People greet one another. 

 

The people  may be seated, announcements may be made, 

and the Offertory Hymn begins on the next page. 



The Offertory “ Will you come and follow me”     WLP 757   



 

The newly ordained Deacon prepares the bread, pours sufficient wine (and a little 

water) into the chalice, and places the vessels on the Lord’s Table.  

 

A collection will be taken up during the hymn which will be  used to start the new 

Deacon’s discretionary fund.  

 

Once the table is set and all are in their respective places a doxology will be sung found 

on the following page.  



 

 

 

Following the above doxology and according to the customary of Saint Anna’s 

and based on Ritual Notes 11th ed. 

 

The Bishop censes the elements and the altar.  

The Deacon censes the Bishop 

The thurifer censes the holy ministers and people 

 

During the censing a musical accompaniment will be offered arranged by  

Ken Leach 

Based on “Let all mortal flesh keep silent” Hymnal 324 

    Praise      God    from   whom   all     bless  -  ings       flow.  Praise 

 him,  all  crea-tures    here   be  -   low;   praise    him   a -  bove,  ye 

    heav’n - ly      host;  praise   Fa - ther,  Son  and  Ho  -  ly       Ghost 



 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Then all stand 
 

Celebrant: All good things come of thee O Lord 

People: And of thine own have we given thee.  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as 

appointed. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People  S-129 Hymnal 

The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A 



The people stand or kneel.  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 

took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his  

disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts.  

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 

your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  

 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 

in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 

and for ever. AMEN 



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

People and Celebrant 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

   they kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. AMEN 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant [Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following or other suitable Invitation: 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

On Receiving Communion 

 

The Canons of the Episcopal Church permit all baptized Christians to receive the 

sacrament of Holy Communion irrespective of denomination.  

 

This communion will be in one kind offering only the bread.  

 

After the holy ministers receive communion you will be invited to receive communion 

from one of two stations with the ushers inviting each row to come forward.  

 

Communion hymns will be sung during this time (see following pages) 



 

Hymnal 314        “Humbly I adore thee” 



 

Hymnal 359        “God of the prophets” 



After Communion 
In place of the usual postcommunion prayer, the following is said 

 

Almighty Father, we thank you for feeding us with the holy 

food of the Body and Blood of your Son, and for uniting us 

through him in the fellowship of your Holy Spirit. We thank 

you for raising up among us faithful servants for the ministry 

of your Word and Sacraments. We pray that Luigi may be to us 

an effective example in word and action, in love and patience, 

and in holiness of life. Grant that we, with him, may serve 

you now, and always rejoice in your glory; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Bishop blesses the people, after which the new Deacon dismisses them 

 

Deacon   Let us go forth into the world,  

    rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People    Thanks be to God. 



 

Closing Hymn:  ‘Comfort, comfort ye my people” Hymnal 607 



St. Anna’s Choir and Guest Musicians: 
Donovan Lawson 

Darryl Durham 

Erin Rosen 

Yulene Velasquez  

and 

Saint Anna’s Church Choir Members 

 

Audio/Video: 
This service will be recorded as well as Live stream. It will be loaded onto the 

Saint Anna’s Episcopal Church in New Orleans YouTube Channel 

by Jack Craft 

 

 

A Reception 

 
A reception in the parish hall and in the garden will follow the service 

 

Catering by Chef Ron’s Gumbo Stop 

 

With Special Thanks to: 

 
Karen Judge 

Kirk Toups 

Anna’s Place NOLA Team 

Chuck, Ed, Susan and so many others 

The Altar Guild 

Dee, Stephanie, and Regina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


