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JUNE AND JULY,

Ordination: A time to celebrate

There are different kinds of gifts. But they are all given to believers by the same
Spirit. There are different ways to serve. But they all come from the same Lord. There are
different ways the Spirit works. But the same God is working in all these ways and in all

people.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, thongh
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body— |ews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 1
Corinthians 12: 4-6, 12-13

Whatever one thinks of Paul he did get this right. We all have gifts and we are
all called to use those gifts for the Greater Glory of God. So it is with many
of our members. Brother Don, as an example, was called to a life as a
Franciscan Friar. He has taken vows of poverty and to live into the life as
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outlined by Saint Francis. Realistically that means working with the poor, having
appreciation for nature, and yes begging. Don did not arrive at this call suddenly
but after years of developing his own Christian identity and discerning along with
many others that he is called by the Holy Spirit to serve as a Franciscan.

Just so, the road to Ordination is a long one. Be it a friar, deacon, priest, or bishop
it is a long road. Many of you reading this today may bear witness to at least three
of these forms of ordination, deacon (Luigi Mandile), priest (Allison Reid), and
bishop (Morris Thompson). They are often elaborate affairs with deep and moving
liturgies and rituals. While those rituals may be ancient in form and intention they
are none the less powerful and contemporary in aspiration.

Our aspirations are to be cared for, to learn and grow in the knowledge and love of
our God; to enjoy the company of those that we have empowered to lead us. In the
Episcopal Church the process is layered but at it’s heart is the voice of the people
of the church that matter most rather than the clergy . Because without the voices
of God’s people we would simply be maintaining a hierarchical system that fosters
a church that is domineered by a curia and power is then not shared but rather
doled out sparingly. No, the movement toward ordination is rather a collaborative
work between good church folk, clergy, and those discerning God’s will.

It all starts with a statement, “I believe that God is calling me.” The journey then
begins. I say it begins, but in reality, it has usually already begun. It begins with faith
that seeks. For some it is a lifelong road of faith and discovery. For others it is
epiphany like. I believe that we are all on a road. Some may have epiphanies along
the way others will simply see and feel more clearly. We are all part of this grand
thing called “the church”- Ekklesial This fine Greek word meant assexzbly and it had
particular importance in Athens. But then it was used in the Bible to describe the
believers of the newly forming Christian version of Judaism.

In our church the clergy should not be seen as superior in any way other than
acknowledging some particular training, That training will focus on the capacity of
an individual to help walk the Way through scripture, tradition, and reason. Those
who are called are simply servants of the larger assembly and if they have any
particular gift of calling it is to do three things: love God, Son, and Holy Spirit so
much that others can see it, administer the sacraments, and to love God’s people as
much as a human can love. (Servanthood John 13:1-17)

Yet, all of us are “called” and all of us have the power to love God, love our
neighbors, and do works of justice, healing, and to show mercy. While we say there
are four orders: Lay, Bishop, Priest, and Deacon the first and foremost of those
orders does not wear a collar, does not have a purple shirt, and does not wear a
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habit or vestments. No, the greatest gift the Church has is folks who come to pray, cry, heal, laugh,
sing, give alms, tithe, move furniture, serve food, and receive the Eucharist. Those are the muscles
of the church. While clerical ordination is spectacular so are you.

""Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Know
that the Lord is God. 1t is he who made us, and we are his; we are bis people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his
gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. For the Lord is good
and bis love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.” Psalm 100




Saint Anna’s Food Pantry &
Homeless Ministries

Serving over 40 families
& hundreds of homeless folk

A lifeline during the pandemic
Food Security

We really need your support

Please consider a monthly financial
contribution or single donation or
food donation

Current monthly cost is about $2,100




Blessing Bags from Br. Don

These are the items we are really running low on.

-CareTouch Travel Size bathing Wipes
-Cases of Bottled Water
-Protein Drinks
-Adult New Large Socks Size 10 -12 (Gym Socks not Dress Socks)
- XXL New T-Shirts
-Travel Size Deodorant

The oddest kind of evangelism!

This Sunday past Allison Reid, Vicki Terry and I (Fr. Bill) met at the church in the early evening;
Allison needed to borrow some vestments for her upcoming ordination. Also it was a great time
for all of us to take a break and just hang out. So, after sorting the vestments we decided on an
early dinner. The usual “where do you want to eat” conversation ensued. I mentioned that Coops
was open again knowing that was a favorite of Allison’s. We immediately agreed to dine at Coops.
A true miracle happened when we found a legal parking spot immediately in front of Coops on
the very busy and crowded Decatur St. in the French Quarter.

Again a miracle! We were immediately seated. By the time we left the first of the “dinner crowd
line” had formed. The usual repartee ensued between the burly waiter and our table and food was
delivered on time and it was delicious. Coops is a faitly noisy place so our conversations were
stifled. It still being early we elected to wander down to The Golden Lantern one of several of
our favorite watering holes in the Quarter. It was crowded offering a Sunday Brunch Drag Show.
But outside seating was available. We of course offered our “hail good fellow” to James the owner
and settled in outside.

We were soaking up a very lovely New Otleans evening as the day began to cool. We engaged in
the usual chit-chat talking about all things. Shortly, a dear friend spotted me as I was bellied up to
the bar getting drinks for our little trio. It was Dr. Jan Johnson whom I had not seen for years. She
did a lot of work with St. Anna’s following Katrina and we built a strong friendship. Even, at one
point, Luigi and Sean lived in an apartment that :
Jan owned. She gave Vicki and I such a hug; the
kind that makes you know that you are loved and | “ALDEN 2 LAs;
at that very moment have given a gift of great joy i § sy
to a kindred spirit. What a joy it was to see her and [ Sy 4
simply to absorb her joy and enthusiasm. It is the
kind of thing that makes the day just perfect.
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Rejoining our trio, after Jan had gone back into the show, we passed good friendship time
together. Then a woman reintroduced herself to me. I say “reintroduced” because I recalled her
trom the pre-pandemic era at The Lantern. That casual bar talk person that you get to know. She
seemed pleased to see us once again and began talking a lot. I suspect that she had enjoyed a
cocktail or two. But that is okay. As we were catching up a young couple approached us and said,
“Wow. This would be a terrific meme! What do you think, ¢ A priest, lesbian and drag queen go
into a bar!”” Well I am not sure that my rediscovered acquaintance and I fully appreciated that
apparent attempt at humor, but, again that is okay we are hanging out at The Lantern.

Then the oddest kind of evangelism untolded. My conversation companion announced that she was an
atheist. She then promptly looked at our visiting couple, of meme fame, and said, “I am a lesbian
and atheist! Do you go to church? Well if you do or don’t you need to go to Saint Anna’s because
it is the best place in the world! You really need to do that.” I began to smile. How could I not

smile? An self confessed atheist just recommended and encouraged visitors to go to Saint Anna’s
Church.

She went on to explain to me that she loved the community of Saint Anna’s, she loved the work
of Saint Anna’s, and what she thought was so important was our faithful worship that is open and
inclusive and beautiful. Even though she is an atheist she found great worth in our church. That
is, in my book, big.

We are a church for so many and we meet so many where they are. We understand that our table
is never too full. We understand that, as evidenced by all of The Community that came to Luigi’s
Ordination, that Saint Anna’s is something more than a tasteful Episcopal Church. Itis a
community that goes far beyond our sight and even our imaginations. St. Anna’s has a
congregation beyond it’s walls. I am pretty sure that Jesus would be pleased that even an atheist
tound comfort and holiness in our community.

The Ordination of Allison Reid
Next Edition

In Pictures




Ordination: A Definition from the Dictionary of the
Episcopal Church

A sacramental rite of the church by which God gives authority and the grace of the Holy Spirit
through prayer and the laying on of hands by bishops to those being made bishops, priests, and
deacons (BCP, pp. 860-861). The three distinct orders of bishops, priests, and deacons have been
characteristic of Christ’s holy catholic church. Bishops carry on the apostolic work of leading,
supervising, and uniting the church. Presbyters (often known as priests) are associated with
bishops in the ministry of church governance, along with the church’s ministry of missionary and
pastoral work, in preaching of the Word of God, and in the administration of the sacraments.
Deacons assist bishops and priests in all of this work, and have special responsibility to minister in
Christ’s name to the poor, the sick, the suffering, and the helpless (BCP, p. 510). The BCP
provides rites for the ordination of bishops (p. 512), priests (p. 525), and deacons (p. 537). The
earliest known text of ordination rites is in the Apostolic Tradition of Hippolytus (c. 215). The
1549 BCP did not include ordination rites. “The Form and Manner of Making and Consecrating
of Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, and Deacons” was published in 1550. Rites for ordination were
included in many subsequent revisions of the Prayer Book. The Preface to the Ordination Rites
of the Prayer Book notes that the church intends to maintain and continue the three orders of
bishops, priests, and deacons. The ordination services are therefore appointed by the church. No
person is to exercise the office of bishop, priest, or deacon unless he or she has been ordained.
The manner of ordination in the Episcopal Church has been generally recognized by Christian
people as suitable for conferring the sacred orders of bishop, priest, and deacon.

The services of ordination include a presentation
of the ordinand to the ordaining bishop or
bishops; the ordinand’s Declaration of Consent
that states his or her belief in the scriptures and
conformity to the doctrine, discipline, and
worship of the Episcopal Church; the people’s
consent to the ordination and their promise to
uphold the ordinand in the new ministry; the
Litany for Ordinations (BCP, pp. 548-551);
lessons and sermon; the examination of the
candidate; the singing of the hymn “Veni Creator
Spiritus” or “Veni Sancte Spiritus”; a period of
silent prayer; the prayer of consecration and
laying on of hands by the ordaining bishop or
bishops; vesting of the newly ordained person
according to the new order of ministry; and
participation in the eucharist by the newly
ordained person in ways that are appropriate to
his or her order of ministry. At the ordination of
a bishop, the Presiding Bishop and at least two
other bishops lay their hands on the ordinand’s




head. At the ordination of a priest, the bishop is joined by priests in the laying on of hands. Only
the bishop lays hands on the head of the ordinand at the ordination of a deacon. The bishop-elect
leads the Creed at the ordination of a bishop after the Examination. The Creed precedes the
Examination at the ordination of a priest or a deacon. The newly ordained bishop is the chief
celebrant at the eucharist. The newly ordained priest joins in the celebration of the eucharist with
the bishop and other presbyters. The newly ordained deacon may prepare the Lord’s table and
dismiss the people at the Eucharist.

In the Episcopal Church the ordained ministry is normally seen as a life-long vocation. Careful
selection, discernment, and preparation are required before ordination takes place. The canons call
tfor theological instruction in the Holy Scriptures; church history, including the ecumenical
movement; Christian theology; Christian ethics and moral theology; studies in contemporary
society, including racial and minority groups; liturgics and church music; and theory and practice
of ministry. The requirements and standards of learning may be modified in the ordination of
local priests and deacons. The BOS provides a form for the Reaffirmation of Ordination Vows.
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Ordination: The whole community turned out!

—
Old and young; gay and straight; rich and poot; clerics and | §*
lay folk; non-believers, seeckers, skeptics, and believers, the Bl
well and the bruised, the joyous and introvert, Republican,
Democrat, Socialist, in a party or no party. All joined to
bear witness to the gift of Christ in community through
the blessing and power of the Holy Spirit.
Bl & F ;
- < J _—
- 2 !

bt "
w—

-
0 : 4
:
LR

o




Page 10 UPON BEING CALLED

Anna’s Place NOLA
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Some Dates to Remember

6-21 to 7-2 Anna’s Place Summer Camp Session 1

7-01 6 p.m. Ordination Allison Reid @ St. Paul’s

7-12 to 7-28 Anna’s Place Summer Camp Session 2

N
N
o

The Feast of St. Anna; Fr. Bill’s 18th
Anniversary as a Priest of the Church.
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(Every Moment Holy: Volume One
Douglas McKelvey 2019, Ed. Pete Peter-
son)

I bring to you Lord, my momentary irritation,
that you might reveal the buried seed of it-not
in the words or actions of another person, but
in the withered and hypocritical expectations
of my own small heart. Uproot from this
impoverished soil all arrogance and insecurity that
would prompt me to dismiss or disdain others,
judging them with a less generous measure than
I reckon when judging myself.
Prune away the tangled growth
of my own unjustified irritations, Jesus,
and graft to my heart instead your humility,
your compassion,
your patience,
your kindness,
that I might bear good fruit in keeping

with your grace.

Amen
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"Serve the Lord with
oladness: come before his

presence with singing."--

Psalm 100

The
church
bells

are
rﬁgﬁng
again!

So Glad To Be Back! by Bill Glew

In a long-ago history class I remember learning that in the Middle Ages, one of
the most severe punishments a town could receive for the bad conduct of its
residents was to have its church bells silenced. Bells ringing from a church tower
were probably the boldest human-made sound there was, rivaled only by the
boom of cannons. To not be able to hear the tones of church bells marking
time and calling people to Mass was a grave sanction that would have left
townspeople disoriented and uncomfortable.

Those aren’t bad words to describe how life has felt for me since COVID
lockdown, including in church. For the best of reasons — saving our own lives
and those of others — our services have been virtual or altered in ways

that necessary deprived us of sensory experiences that I, at least, have taken for
granted.

So it was a joyful experience to worship this past Sunday largely as we did before
COVID lockdown — to \ \
see many people’s faces, and N

to receive the host —
unwrapped. I am grateful ;
for the prudent measures
that were taken to keep us
safe, and I’'m also grateful
that vaccines have enabled us
to relax those measures. The
church bells are rjnging Steve Lloreda Chuck Coleman
again! At Luigi’s Ordination




What’s Going On
A short and sweet version
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Gracious goodies is back! A rota of cooks and bakers in the
congregation provide good things to munch on Sunday after
mass. Contact the church or Rebecca Henley to sign up.

Kirk Toups has been working with Uniti-Fiber and we hope to be I
online with fiber optics within the next two weeks. f

Stephanie and Krewe continue to do restoration work to our
church as weather permits. They are rebuilding some of the side

balcony. GREAT WORK!

A COUPLE OF VOLUNTEERS are needed as Greeters for Sunday Services. For
tfurther information contact the office or Kirk Toups.

A CALLING. If you believe that you may be called to serve at the altar for
worship please do not hesitate to contact Deacon Luigi, Father Bill, or Charlie
Gottschalk we would love to talk to you about it.

HOMELESS MINISTRY. Is not for the light hearted, it takes some physical
stamina but we are looking for two or three volunteers to work with Br. Don on
providing care for our homeless siblings.

THE FEAST OF SAINT ANNA will be celebrated on July 25th. We would like to
have a FEAST with some fun. If you are a group of you would like to help put
together some fun for all of us contact Fr. Bill at the church at least two weeks
prior. Let’s get something going.

Anna Outdoors is/was a ministry by Douglas and Eric Alexandet. But they have
been busy and we have all been COVID bound. So, who is interested in putting
together 4 Outdoor events that the church can participate in? Ideas include a canoe
trip, a fun bike ride, a picnic or day at the beach. Any outdoor activity that 1s
inclusive and kid friendly. If interested contact Fr. Bill or Luigi at the church.

The Dodwell House project was slowed down due to permitting issues (not our
tault). Work is expected to once again begin. A capital fund raising campaign
committee is being formed under the direction of our fundraiser Ingrid Alverado.

A tuture Community Center Advisory Council is being formed so that our
community has a voice in what we can provide and offer our neighbors.

TOGETHER NEW ORLEANS (TNO) are a group of NOLA churches that
form to do political actions and to build interdenominational relationships. A great
way to know our neighbors. Heading our team is VP Franklin. Stay tuned.



Our Mission

Saint Anna’s

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing
relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates
the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and
hospitality. "

1313 Esplanade Ave.

New Orleans, LA. 70116

Office: 504-947-2121

Email: admin@stannanola.org

Collects make for good private prayers during the week.

The Collect Proper 8 June 27, 2021

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Je-
sus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit
by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. .Amen.

The Collect Proper 9 July 4, 2021

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor:
Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and
united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

That “Love Thy Neighbor” thing...
I meant that.

Ordinations Save the Date

Allison Reid, Sacred Order of Priests, July 1 at 6:00 p.m.




