
The advisory from the Episcopal Diocese of  Louisiana is in! In some way it 
feels like the birth of  the church. A new version of  what we used to do. 
Maybe a better version. We will all experience this change to our worship life 
in different ways. The basic Diocesan guidelines for worship now say: 
 
 No more social distancing we can use all of  our pews. 
 Yes, we can all sing. Hymnals will be returning to our church. 
 Yes, the choir can raise a loud voice. Consider joining the choir.  
 Yes, we can return to our social hour after mass in the Parish Hall.  
 Masks are optional but we ask for those without shots to wear them. 
 Yes, we will start taking up a collection and offering it at the altar.  
 Yes, we will continue Live streaming our services.  
 
Yet, somehow it all feels strange. To be honest, I am both excited and 
apprehensive. Almost two years of  pandemic has made me comfortable with 
distancing and wearing a mask and standing a bit a part. Yet, here we are.  
 
Things will change now. We will have to relearn some of  our liturgy and how 
to do it. We really do need more volunteers that are called to: 
 
 Sing in the choir and commit to choir rehearsals. 
 Serve at the altar as acolyte or even torches if  we have enough. 
 Do we want to start a nursery again? Parents need to let me know. 
 Do we want to look ahead to a Sunday School again –parents tell me?  
 
There is a general de-cluttering that needs to be done. We need to put some 
things away; find places for other things; and yes, throw some things out.  
 
It is the rebirth of  the church and an opportunity to keep what is good and to 
improve what we do in all aspects. We will encounter challenges and exciting 
opportunities as we grow and start to once again feel like that growing exciting 
place to pray and to be and to become.  
 
Becoming. This word implies movement and change. This word implies 
transformation. Yet, I know that because of  the pandemic many of  you are Th
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AnnaGram 
The Birth of  the Church 

The Rev. Allison Reid Returns - Deacon of  the Mass 



exhausted. Fatigue. Am I, are we asking for another portion of  your time? Time is 
so precious to us these days. I suppose I am. I am and your staff  want to make 
Saint Anna’s the best place possible for everyone. That means an investment by 
many of  you. So, time is a potential gift that you have to share. Maybe.  
 
The next time you come to church I ask you to read the banner that has been 
installed next to our doors for about two plus years now. Take it and embrace it for 
a moment or two. What does it communicate? How will  we respond to the 
invitation that such a banner extends? How do we make all of  this real? One 
answer is a little bit of  sacrifice from every one. It should not mean overwhelming; 
it should mean just a portion of  your time. As an example we need to start our 
work together on time, we need to let go of  the NOLA narrative that says we can 
show up at a leisurely pace. If  a work crew of  ministry starts on time that means 
we value everyone's time. Time is precious and important particularly when a 
community is pandemic-exhausted.  
 
This version of  the AnnaGram was started in an effort to keep us connected. It, in 
effect, replaced our weekly bulletins and announcements. It provided a forum for 
us to get to know each other and to learn a bit about our missions, our history, our 
common life. At this point we expect to offer the AnnaGram monthly. We will 
return to bulletins and announcements during Mass. We will post the bulletins on 
our website. We will mail our bulletins to shut-ins or those that choose to stay at 
home during this twilight time in the pandemic.  
 
So, with the prospect of  an Ordination here. With the prospect of  a vital summer 
camp for our youth here. With the prospect of  increasing staff  and mission and 
ministries upon us—the future is bold, exciting, and yes just a bit unsettling. But we 
are and will remain a Holy Place … read the banner and let’s make it more than a 
banner but a way of  life for ourselves  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time is 
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community 
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Wear a Face Mask 
When you enter church our hosts will be wearing face masks. When at the 
altar consecrating the communion the priest and deacons will wear a face 
mask. I believe that we should continue to wear face masks for a time. But, 
it is now optional. As mentioned, perhaps that is my apprehension and I 
will own it. If  you see our choir singing without a facemask it is required 
that they have received the vaccine. Do not be self-conscious if  you wish 
to wear a facemask. You will have good company.  
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The Priestly Prayer 

The sermon this Sunday past was based on John’s Gospel in what is sometimes called Jesus’ 
Priestly Prayer. It is in the 17th Chapter and concludes Jesus’ instructions and teaching to his 
fragile group of  disciples at the last supper.  

 

“As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”  

 

Extending what Jesus prayed for his disciples to our own life we suggested that our place is a safe 
place but more than that an empowering place. It is a place that makes room for grace. I gave 
some examples of  how our church is “of  the world” yet “stands outside of  the world.”  

 

A young woman who had rejected organized religion for so many legitimate reasons found herself  
at Saint Anna’s and as that very sermon was being preached she was graduating from seminary 
soon to be ordained priest: The Rev. Allison Reid. This church took her in and showed her what it 
means to be “outside of  the world” and yet part of  the world.  

 

We talked about a small child who only wanted a place to thrive in a world and community where 
thriving was a challenge. Just last week she graduated from High School with 16 college 
admissions and over $300,000 in scholarships offered. Derri Parker experienced that safe place 
that encourages and yes even sometimes protects.  

 

We talked about a man who had been burned by his traditional church. He was hurt and 
disenfranchised and would find it almost impossible to believe that there was a place where he 
could be who he is and worship with dignity and indeed encouragement. That man, Luigi, will be 
graduating from his three year course of  study this weekend and be Ordained Deacon of  the 
Church in just a few weeks.  

But there was more…. 

A woman who had drunk a bit showed up at a church one day only to be told, “Get up girl. That 
isn’t your pew.” So she wandered down the street in the rain. Her life was on the rails. She 
wandered into Saint Anna only to be greeted with warmth, given a small plant to grow, and fed 
some good hot coffee. Years later she was Ordained as the first African American female Deacon 
in the Gulf  South. That would be Joyce Jackson.  

 

A man who happened to be gay enjoyed his bar time. He would marry when it became legal. He 
was a devoted Christian but had found no context that would accept him. His religion of  origin 
said he was disordered; later he tried to be “fixed” in an evangelical church. All of  this damaging 
his desire to serve the Lord. He found a place that after time would affirm who he is and give him 
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the space and time to express himself. Being an orderly man he would eventually find a rich 
context for his faith not only at Saint Anna’s but in a profession of  vows in the tradition of  Saint 
Francis. Don Dubay is now a Franciscan friar doing work among the poor and the immigrants.  

 

Two young men were trying to find themselves during the time after Katrina. Most of  you do not 
know them. But what they both found at Saint Anna’s was that space. That space that was of  the 
world and yet outside of  the world. A place that would not be degraded by disaster but would find 
holy purpose during that disaster. Both young men are now priests. One in Mississippi and one in 
Virginia. Both say that St. Anna’s modeled what a church should be.  

 

There was a woman who had been a member of  the church for years. In fact multigenerational. 
She came with this old place and predated the current Rector. She was baptized here, she served as 
a kid at the altar, did Church camp, and raised her children here. After Katrina she modestly 
volunteered some time only to find what Grace really looked liked. She would soon discover that 
Jesus does provide and support vital mission. She would even suspend some of  her good 
common sense and have it replaced with a bit of  Christian whimsy and hope. That would be 
Diana Meyers who was given the space and support to become the fullest of  Christians devoted 
to service of  people and the community.  

 

Like a wandering Aramean a Deacon had moved to New Orleans, a place where he had studied in 
his youth. He made a home for himself. He discovered this church. He began to play a leadership 
role and infused life into what we call our Dodwell House Community Center. He travels north in 
the summer and south in the winter. Yet, when he departed this Sunday past he said how very 
much he was going to miss this place. He has said how very unique this place is. His faith is being 
revitalized in this space that we call Saint Anna’s Of  the world and outside of  the world. That 
would be Deacon Buck Close.  

 

A man who loved his husband dearly and devotedly would bring his husband to this church. Not 
because he believed in this religion but because his husband did. He spent his life advocating for 
LGBTQ+ persons. His husband was an eccentric but a devoted Roman Catholic. In time, largely 
due to poor health, they would walk across the street and a devoted little man would sit with his 
husband. In time his husband became ill. One of  the wishes for the husband was for this little 
man to receive Communion. Just as his husband would begin his journey they both received 
Communion together. Over time that man found this place expressed a piety and sort of  religion 
that fed him. He would become one of  the most regular of  parishioners because this church made 
space and safety and social justice a reality. That was Stuart Butler, noted social justice advocate.  

 

The Priestly Prayer of  Jesus is being defined in ways that cannot be measured. Yet, there is truth 
in this: we make space to be in the world but not of  the world. There are so many other stories to 

be told and to be made.  
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“Bells are sacred. We toll them for death and we ring them 

for celebration,” said Maria Wright, mother of  Jerry 

Wright, 31 at the time he was tragically killed at Pulse 

Orlando.  

Saint Anna’s #49 Bells Ceremony 

We will toll 49 bells on Saturday June 12 

at Noon. It will include a service of  

remembrance for the victims of  Pulse, for all 

victims of  gun violence, and to show 

solidarity with the LGBTQ+ community. 

More information will be available soon. 

Mark your calendars.  

 

 

 

Wednesday, June 2, 2021 

St. Anna’s Episcopal Church 

6:00 p.m. a dedicated mass in celebration of  diversity. 

Remembering the Richard and Mildred Loving 

Outside will be a community altar of  remembrance 

We will also be offering a community ice cream station. 
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Anna’s Place NOLA 

 
As a kid, I always enjoyed the adventure of  summer camp because the field trips would provide 
exposure to something new and exciting for me.  Over the years, I've come to realize the 
importance and critical need of  exposing disadvantaged kids to new experiences via summer field 
trips.  While they are costly budget items, there is no replacing the excitement of  discovery and 
knowledge gained through summer field trips.  So to provide our kids with a great field trip 
experience this summer, I'm funding a recital of  classical music for the clarinet by American and 
French composers.   
 

Date: Sunday May 23rd at 6:00 pm  
Location: at St. Anna's.   
Suggested donation is $10.   

 
I hope you can make it and even if  you can't please donate so we can provide the kids with new 

and life enriching experiences.   
 
 

Classical Concert Fundraiser - 2021 Summer Program 

Featuring Mr. Darryl Durham 

THIS SATURDAY 
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Proud of  our Graduating Class of  2021 

Top Left Emmam Top Right Derri Parker 

Bottom Center Gabby Cephus 
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Some Dates to Remember 

 

6-02  6 p.m.   Loving Day Mass and celebration 

6-12  Noon   #49 Bells—Pulse Remembrance Service 

6-16  6 p.m.   Ordination Luigi Mandile @ St. Anna’s  

6-21 to 7-2   Anna’s Place Summer Camp Session 1 

7-01  6 p.m.  Ordination Allison Reid @ St. Paul’s   

7-12 to 7-28   Anna’s Place Summer Camp Session 2 

 

 

What better way to memorialize a loved one……. 

 

Saint Anna's Church is now selling Memorial bricks. The vision is a "Memorial Pathway" next to 
The Maginnis House. These bricks may be used as a tribute to a cause, a person, a pet, or a loved 
one. The bricks are heavy brick pavers deeply engraved.  

 

Proceeds from the brick sales will be invested in our Memorial Gardens which are the courtyard 
and Memorial Walkway area. In addition, supporting business partners may also invest in bricks 
showing their support for the mission work that St. Anna's and Anna's Place NOLA does.  

To order your personalized brick contact the Parish Office at 504-947-2121 or 
admin@stannanola.orgCOST: 

 

 

4X8 Brick $50.00 

(left) 

 

8X8 Brick $150.00 

(right) 
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Inquirers Class  

Each Thursday 

6:00 p.m. at 
church or via 

Zoom 

Welcome our Newest Team Member 
 

Anna's Place NOLA-New team member-Erroll 
Worrell. Erroll joins us from New Jersey where he 
attended school receiving his B.A. in History from 

Jersey City University. Following school he 
worked in community engagement and youth 

advocacy, helping youth involved in the criminal 
justice system find needed resources and 

employment opportunities, while facilitating 
workshops to decrease recidivism. "I am so 

excited to join the wonderful team of  Anna's 
Place and St. Anna's!". 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

 

Voluntary:  It is Well With My Soul/Humbly I Adore Thee   arr. K. Leach, piano 

Processional:  The Church's One Foundation     Hymnal 525 

Gospel Hymn: If  You Believe and I Believe     WLP 806 

Offertory:   Sweet, Sweet Spirit      LEVAS 120 

Communion:   Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence    Hymnal 324 

Recessional:   Every Time I Feel the Spirit     LEVAS 114 

In Service to the Church  

Altar Servers: 
Ed Azemius Thurifer 

Celeste Gilbert Crucifer 
Deri Parker Acolyte 

Luigi Mandile Sub Deacon 
The Rev. Allison Reid Deacon of  the Mass 

Reader:  Susan Redik 

Audio Visual - Jack Craft/Charlie G.  
 

Hospitality: 
VP Franklin and Nicole Gottschalk 

“The word “Comforter” as applied to the Holy Spirit needs to 
be translated by some vigorous term. Literally, it means “with 

strength.” Jesus promised His followers that “The 
Strengthener” would be with them forever. This promise is no 

lullaby for the faint-hearted. It is a blood transfusion for 

courageous living.”   
E. Paul Hovey  
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The Readings for Sunday 

The First Lesson Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
The hand of  the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of  the LORD and set 
me down in the middle of  a valley; it was full of  bones. He led me all around them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of  the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I 
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the LORD.” 
 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 
the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of  Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off  completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 
my people; and I will bring you back to the land of  Israel. And you shall know that I am 
the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put 
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says the LORD. 
 
The Psalm Psalm 104:25-35, 37 Benedic, anima mea 
25 O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 
 in wisdom you have made them all; 
 the earth is full of  your creatures. 
26 Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number, * 
 creatures both small and great. 
27 There move the ships, 
and there is that Leviathan, * 
 which you have made for the sport of  it. 
28 All of  them look to you * 
 to give them their food in due season. 
29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 
 you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
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30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
 you take away their breath, 
 and they die and return to their dust. 
31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
 and so you renew the face of  the earth. 
32 May the glory of  the LORD endure for ever; * 
 may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 
33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
 he touches the mountains and they smoke. 
34 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 
 I will praise my God while I have my being. 
35 May these words of  mine please him; * 
 I will rejoice in the LORD. 
37 Bless the LORD, O my soul. * 
 Hallelujah! 
 
The New Testament Acts 2:1-21 
 
When the day of  Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like 
the rush of  a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. Divided tongues, as of  
fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of  them. All 
of  them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 
 
Now there were devout Jews from 
every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 
them speaking in the native language of  each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of  us, in our own native 
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of  Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of  Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God's deeds of  power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 
 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of  Judea and all 
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who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 
 
`In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of  the Lord's great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord shall be saved.' " 
 
The Gospel John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of  truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify 
because you have been with me from the beginning. 
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am 
going to him who sent me; yet none of  you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have 
said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to 
your advantage that I go away, for if  I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if  I 
go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, 
because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the 
ruler of  this world has been condemned. 
 
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of  truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, 
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this 
reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing 
relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates 

the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel 
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for Whitsunday 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Saint  Anna’s  

A lmighty God, on this day you opened the way of  eternal life to every race and nation by the 
promised gift of  your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the 

preaching of  the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of  the earth; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Ordinations Save the Date 

Luigi Mandile, Sacred Order of  Deacon, June 16th at 6:00 p.m.  

Allison Reid, Sacred Order of  Priests, July 1 at 6:00 p.m. 


