
Recently I sent an email to our Vestry and various committee members asking for reflections 
upon their lives. Those reflections could be theological, spiritual, social, or personal 
experiences. The idea, I said, was to allow readers to get to know you more deeply and if  we 
know you more deeply learn to love you more fiercely.  
 
This road that we call Christianity is not removed from everyday life. It is, or should be, a 
part of  everyday life. It asks for sharing the burden even if  it is in a small essay in a church 
newsletter. I want to thank Nicole Gottschalk for sharing some of  her life and some of  her 
burdens. We know that the Gottschalk family is near and very dear to all of  us. They are a 
great family and we are so very proud to have them as part of  our family.  
 
It is brave to share so intimately our challenges; it is what Easter people do. Intimacy leads 
to connection which leads to kinship. Easter! 
 
 

Pandemic: Life  and Care for our children. A parents challenges.  
By Nicole Gottschalk, Sr. Warden 

 
As this school year comes to a close, I have been reflecting a lot of  things. 
The past year has been like no other to say the least. If  it has been hard on us 
adults, then what must it be like for our children. As a parent at least I have 
my years of  life experience to help me through it all. The kids and teens going 
through these times have nothing to draw from.  At a time when routine is so 
important, and kids cling to the familiar everything was turned upside down; 
just think of  what it must be like to be a teenager. The teen years are some of  
the hardest to navigate. A few months ago, I talked about how we would all 
make it through to the other side of  this pandemic and I still believe that. 
Now I ask, what will that look like for our kids? 
 
As many know, I have three teens now. So, I can only speak of  what I see and 
have experienced with and through them. All my kids are what is considered 
Neurodivergent having ADHD, ADD, anxiety and depression so their 
experiences are not that of  the average teen. That, however, does compound 
the effects of  the past year. School along with other social interactions were 
once just stressful. My kids were active, taking part in school functions T
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(sometimes with planning as to how best do that) and family outings.  
 
Then online school started, and we all did our best to figure that out; but for my 
child that already had social issues this was not a good thing even though she 
thought it was. Add to it that that the kids now had to make it through school with 
not much guidance. Their teachers were trying to figure out this pandemic too. By 
the Grace of  God, we made it to the end of  the year. Only now there was no place 
for them to go all summer and talking to friends by text (not even that for our son) 
with no face time for one girl. There are friends that my kids have not seen in over 
a year now because they have not left their homes. 
 
Finally, the fall brought hybrid learning. Parents and kids had a choice: 1) more 
virtual class or 2) two days of  in person school, two days virtual and one day of  
virtual office hours. We went with number two and the arguing began. By now my 
son was ready for school but not the people in it. This was solely due to the virus. 
One of  the girls had started to see a friend in the summer so was ok if  not happy 
but the other wanted no part of  being in a room with other people no matter how 
few. 
 
She argued that making a person with social anxiety go to school was not a good 
thing. Mind you this is a child that has had few issues with doing just that other 
than events with crowds. I argued that her not wanting to go back was the reason 
she had to. Making our house her world was not good for her in the long run. This 
action was what was best for her over all good. That did not go over very well. 
Nevertheless, they all started the school year in person. 
 
Now I have been using the word I not to make it seem that any decision about the kids was made 
without my husband. All decisions are made with input from the both of  us; however, I am 
usually the parent that the kids come to and the one that gets most of  their complaints. One of  
the girls even calls me her comfort parent.     
 
I would say that overall, the fall semester went by pretty well if  it were not for both 
girls developing ticks. Uncontrollable movements or verbal outbursts. What is the 
cause? Stress.  Being in school in general, high level classes, going back into 
quarantine and off  due to the virus and being simply a teenager. Even with all that 
they had great grades and the beginning of  the spring looked the same. That was 
until the school board decided there would be no more hybrid classes. Either you 
stayed at home or you came to school four days a week. 
 
And so, the next argument started. 
 
Again, my son was just fine. He loves school and wishes that it were year-round. 

How do we 
help them 

through this 
when we are 

working 
through it at 

the same 
time? 
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Daughter number two was not happy that now she had to go to PE but was going with the flow. 
Oh, but daughter number one. We were back to the recons because she was not ok with it. This 
was after she had sat down with her study skills teacher and written letters to all her other teachers 
about what would happen, what her needs are and how they could support her. The plan was in 
place but that did not matter. Things were changing.  
 
That first day she had two panic attacks because the number of  kids in one of  her classes went 
from three to ten and one of  those kids sat in the chair that was three feet from her. She missed 
that class but got the work done in study skills and was able to finish the day. It was the first thing 
that she told me about when she got home. Now, what I heard was, that she had recovered from 
the two attacks and was able to go on with her day. All she could focus on was that she had the 
panic attacks.  
That was a month ago. To date she has had only one other attack. It was this week in lab. It was 
too loud, and a classmate put their things on her desk. She walked out of  the room so that she 
could collect herself. The day went on with no issues. Is this a good sign? I do not know. Our 
school has said that come this fall all classes will be in person. No virtual classes, no hybrid classes. 
Mind you if  my daughter that has been walking this path to reopening all year is having issues then 
what about the kids, we have only had virtual classes all year? 
 
What is being done to help these kids return to school.? What is being done to help them with the 
anxiety of  having to socialize again?  How do we help them through this when we are working 
through it at the same time? 
Parents, friends, and teachers. 
We are all in the same boat. 
We are all in distress so how 
do we help the kids that have 
no choice but to rely on the 
adults around them? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Gottschalk Family 
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On Friday June 12, 2020, at 12pm bells tolled 49 times virtually, for the first time due to COVID 
19, in unison around the world as a tribute to the victims lost during the Pulse night club tragedy. 
Mothers of  the victims called upon churches, temples, synagogues, mosques and businesses to 
join them on social media this year by attending and sharing the virtual event and showing solidar-
ity with messages of  love and kindness on their public signs. Last year, the 49 Bells initiative was 
streamed on social media due to the current public health crisis caused by COVID-19 on the One 
Orlando Alliance Facebook page. 
 
On June 12, 2016, a gunman entered the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, Florida killing 49 innocent 
people and injuring dozens more. The Pulse tragedy is one of  the largest mass shootings in U.S. 
history and those victimized were primarily members of  the LGBTQ+, Latinx and Black commu-
nities. 
 
As the one-year remembrance of  the tragedy approached, mothers of  the victims launched an ef-
fort to find 49 churches around the world willing to toll their bells 49 times in honor of  those tak-
en.  In the last four years, more than 700 churches in 16 countries have tolled their bells.  
 
The tolling of the bells is part of òActs of  Love and Kindness,ó a One Orlando Alliance move-
ment grown out of  the spirit of  giving and good deeds witnessed in the aftermath of  the tragedy 
at Pulse nightclub. The movement inspires the Orlando community and beyond to engage in vol-
unteerism, share stories and show support through acts of  love and kindness. Those participating 
in òActs of Love and Kindnessó are encouraged to share their stories on social media using the 
hashtag: #ActLoveGive 
 
The 49 Bells ceremony was streamed via the One Orlando Alliance Facebook page at Noon on 
Friday June 12, 2020. The pre-recorded ceremony featured remarks from parents of  those killed 
in the attack. Furthermore, the names of  the 49 angels were read by Maria Wright and Fred 
Wright who lost their son Jerry Wright in the tragedy. 
òBells are sacred. We toll them for death and we ring them for celebration,ó said Maria Wright, 
mother of Jerry Wright, 31 at the time he was tragically killed at Pulse Orlando. òMany faith tradi-
tions use bells as they resound within our innermost being. Jerry was a man of  great faith and 
loved God and this was a purposeful way to honor his life, we are so gratefuló. 
 
òHearing those bells was so beautiful and then seeing so many ceremonies posted to Facebook 
from other states and countries was just amazing, I know Amanda is smiling down,ó said Mayra 
Alvear who lost her daughter, 25 on June 12, 2016. òThis year, will be different but definitely how-
ever,  we need to continue to honor our angels and the virtual event will be an amazing way for 
the world to do that. This year, weõve added an extra bell to remember not only all of those affect-
ed by the Pulse tragedy, but those who have lost their lives to COVID 19,ó added Alvear. 

The 49 Bells 

https://www.facebook.com/oneorlandoalliance/videos/291501925220477/?vh=e&d=n
https://www.facebook.com/oneorlandoalliance/videos/291501925220477/?vh=e&d=n
https://oneorlandoalliance.org/acts-of-love-and-kindness/
https://www.facebook.com/oneorlandoalliance/videos/291501925220477/?vh=e&d=n
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òBells are sacred. We toll them for death and we ring them 

for celebration,ó said Maria Wright, mother of Jerry 

Wright, 31 at the time he was tragically killed at Pulse 

Orlando.  

Saint Annaõs #49 Bells Ceremony 

We will toll 49 bells on Saturday June 12 

at Noon. It will include a service of  

remembrance for the victims of  Pulse, for all 

victims of  gun violence, and to show 

solidarity with the LGBTQ+ community. 

More information will be available soon. 

Mark your calendars.  

 

 

 

Wednesday, June 2, 2021 

St. Annaõs Episcopal Church 

6:00 p.m. a dedicated mass in celebration of  diversity. 

Remembering the Richard and Mildred Loving Case 

More Information to follow 

òLove winsó 
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Annaõs Place NOLA 

 
As a kid, I always enjoyed the adventure of  summer camp because the field trips would provide 
exposure to something new and exciting for me.  Over the years, I've come to realize the 
importance and critical need of  exposing disadvantaged kids to new experiences via summer field 
trips.  While they are costly budget items, there is no replacing the excitement of  discovery and 
knowledge gained through summer field trips.  So to provide our kids with a great field trip 
experience this summer, I'm funding a recital of  classical music for the clarinet by American and 
French composers.   
 

Date: Sunday May 23rd at 6:00 pm  
Location: at St. Anna's.   
Suggested donation is $10.   

 
I hope you can make it and even if  you can't please donate so we can provide the kids with new 

and life enriching experiences.   
 
 

Classical Concert Fundraiser - 2021 Summer Program  

Featuring Mr. Darryl Durham  

Tickets On Sale Following Mass  
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SUMMER CAMP 

Volunteers 

Needed 

Contact: 

Brianna Carr 

brianna@stannanola.org 

(504) 947-2121 

Important Reminder 
 

GOD willing and the people consenting 

The Rt. Rev. Morris Thompson, Bishop 

Will Ordain Luigi Mandile  

To the Sacred Order of  Deacons  

On Wednesday June 16, 2021 A.D. 

At 6:00 p.m. at St. Annaõs Episcopal Church 

 

Reservations Are Very Strongly Encouraged 

Seating and Capacity will be limited 

 
To make a reservation email luigi@stannanola.org 

Or call 504-947-2121 Mon-Friday 9-4:00 
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Some Dates to Remember  

5-23  6 p.m.  Darryl Durham Classical Concert  

6-02  6 p.m.   Loving Day Mass and celebration  

6-12  Noon   #49 BellsñPulse Remembrance Service  

6-16  6 p.m.   Ordination Luigi Mandile @ St. Annaõs  

6-21 to 7 -2   Annaõs Place Summer Camp Session 1 

7-01  6 p.m.  Ordination Allison Reid @ St. Paulõs   

7-12 to 7 -28   Annaõs Place Summer Camp Session 2 

Inquirers Class  

Each Thursday 

6:00 p.m. at church or via Zoom 

What better way to memorialize a loved oneéé. 

 

Saint Anna's Church is now selling Memorial bricks. The vision is a "Memorial Pathway" next to 
The Maginnis House. These bricks may be used as a tribute to a cause, a person, a pet, or a loved 
one. The bricks are heavy brick pavers deeply engraved.  

 

To order your personalized brick contact the Parish Office at 504-947-2121 or ad-
min@stannanola.orgCOST: 

 

 
4X8 Brick $50.00 

(left) 

 

8X8 Brick $150.00 

(right)  
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While I doubt my absence from your midst will cause a great ripple of  alarm in the weeks ahead, I 
would like to take this opportunity to say a temporary goodbye and explain my annual absence to 
any of  you who might wonder about it.  
 
Back in about 2010, my wife, Lucy, and I started thinking about moving back to New Orleans. We 
had spent our first year of  marriage here while I was finishing at Tulane. It was then that I first 
attended St. Annaõs. The thought of coming back was something that appealed to us. This was es-
pecially true since our three grown children all lived in the South. However I was serving a parish 
in the Diocese of Rhode Island and couldnõt just up and leave. Well, I guess I could have; but I 
wouldnõt have done so. So we took a gradual approach and started spending more and more time 
in New Orleans until we moved here permanently in 2017.  
 
However, we could not bring ourselves to sever our ties with our home in RI. That home is really 
in the country - a 15 minute drive to the nearest grocery store. Our life there is a country life. We 
have chickens (+/- 20) and cows (4) and I keep a large vegetable garden. We have 3 cats and 2 
large Golden Retrievers who are very much farm dogs. We have a friend who moves into the 
house with his wife when we are gone from October till mid-May. So, we are lucky enough to be 
able to move back up to the country for the summer.  
 
I will miss St. Annaõs much because there is no place like it. And I know of what I speak having 
served in seven parishes over the last 23 years. I will be back for a variety of  reasons some 2 or 3 
times during the summer. The first such time will be for a very major liturgical event - the Ordina-
tion of  Luigi Mandile to the Diaconate on June 16th. I hope I will see many of  you there. And, of  
course, for those faithful Morning Prayer attendees, nothing will change. The magic of  Facebook 
Live makes oneõs location irrelevant. Feel free to call, email, text, etc. just as you would if I were 12 
minutes away by car - 
thatõs how long it takes 
me to drive from my 
house to St. Annaõs.  
 
Wishing everyone at St. 
Annaõs a safe and happy 
summer! 
 
Deacon Buck 

Farewell for the Summer 

Deacon Buck 

Fr. Bill  

Henry McMillan  

Luigi Mandile  



òDraw us 

entirely to 

thyselfó 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

 
Voluntary: "Divertissement" from SUITE by F. Milhaud;  

Darryl Durham,  clarinet, Elizabeth Overweg,  violin, Ken Leach, piano 
 
Processional:  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus      Hymnal 460 
Gospel Hymn:   Crown Him With Many Crowns    Hymnal 494 
Offertory:    Swing Low, Sweet Chariot     Darryl Durham   
Communion:   When Christ Was Lifted      Hymnal 603 
Recessional:   It's Me O Lord, Standing in the Need of  Prayer  LEVAS 177 

òHope is passion for what is possible.ó 
 Soren Kierkegaard  

Prayers of  Soren Kierkegaard 

 

For Faith 
TEACH me, O God, not to torture myself, not to make a martyr out of  my-

self  through stifling reflections, but rather teach me to breathe deeply in 
faith. 

 
Guides for the Troubled 

Father in heaven! 
FROM you come only good and prefect gifts! 

Those whom you do appoint to human beings for teachers, the the troubled 
for guides, their teaching and their guidance it must also be beneficial to fol-

low. 
So grant us, then, that the troubled may in truth learn from those divinely 

appointed teachers: the lilies of  the field and the birds of  the air! 
Amen 

 
Draw Us to Thee 

YEA, Lord Jesus Christ, whether we be far off  or near, far away  from you in 
the human swarm, in business, in earthly cares, in temporal joys, in merely 
human highness, or far from all this, forsaken, unappreciated, in lowliness, 

and with this the nearer to Thee, do you draw us, draw us entirely to thyself. 
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What does a "Stewardship Committee" do?  
 
This kind of  committee is normally made up of  members of  the Vestry and a few congregants 
that want to see Saint Anna's thrive. The aim of  this committee, at Saint Anna's,  is not purely 
about the annual pledge drive, although that is certainly part of  it, it is about raising awareness of  
the needs of  our faith community so that we can thrive and take care of  what God has gifted us 
with.  
 
What are the identified goals of  the committee (if  any)?: 
 
The following goals were recently suggested to this committee: 
 

Recognize that financial support of  the church is a spiritual discipline.   
That Stewardship is ever present and a year long process that sits alongside of  discipleship and 

evangelization.  
That our community, while modest in financial assets can still strive for a 75% pledge rate ra-

ther than 30%. Pledge count speaks volumes about how we believe.  
That your work as a Committee will become increasingly important as our role in the neigh-

borhood becomes increasingly important (read the Community Resource Center). 
 
As part of  this committee you will be asked to occasionally participate in Diocesan workshops 
that will help you do what is asked of  you. You will attend regular meetings of  the committee. 
You will work closely with others in producing a great sense of  ownership in faith, formation, and 
our spiritual home, Saint Anna's.  
 

Current Members are: 
Nicole Gottschalk - Chair 

Kirk Toups 
Jim McMillan - Treasurer 

Deacon Buck Close 
 

Please pray about this chance to help form a sense of  place and ownership in this your church 
home. For further information or to offer your time and talent contact either: 
 

Nicole Gottschalk 
agotts@lsuhsc.edu 

 
Fr. Bill 

fr.bill@stannanola.org 

A Stewardship Committee 



òBut I have 

experienced 

being the 

òother,ó even 

as a white, 

well-educated, 

mainstream 

Protestant 

male. ò 
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To prepare for a local move, Iõm sorting through file boxes that have been filling 
closets for decades.  Better late than never to get rid of  stale records and all but 
essential, and good quality, photographs.  Out go the middle-school scrapbooks!  
Iõm realizing, belatedly, that holding onto too much personal history makes it 
hard to locate whatõs meaningful.   

 

While reviewing these memorabilia, Iõve found notes to myself telling stories Iõd 
forgotten.  It was painful to be reminded how afraid I was to come out as gay to 
myself  and others during my teens and 20s.  I recalled cruel jokes about AIDS 
that I heard at a òprogressiveó law firm where I worked in the mid-80s, and I re-
read the New York Times editorial denouncing the 1986 Supreme Court 
decision upholding sodomy laws.  Its caption is òCrime in the Bedroom.ó   

 

I also found photos from my childhood and youth that reminded me how 
oblivious I was to the legacy of slavery and Jim Crow.  As a white man Iõm 
grateful to have been raised in a household where racial slurs were never 
uttered.  But I accepted as ònormaló the de facto residential and occupational 
segregation of my hometown of Washington, D.C.  It didnõt occur to me until I 
was a young adult that there was something wrong with my having been allowed 
to call our African-American cleaning lady and yard man by their first names, 
even as white adults were always òMr.ó and òMrs.ó  I was as blind as those who 
think, whether to themselves or out loud, that Iõm a pitiable sodomite. 

 

Being gay certainly doesnõt mean I understand what it is to be Black in America, 
not least because I can òcoveró or òpassó for self-protection.  But I have 
experienced being the òother,ó even as a white, well-educated, mainstream 
Protestant male.  Because of  the sexual orientation I once struggled to deny, I 
have a deep personal sense of  what it means to not fully belong in many 
peopleõs concept of the American family.  Iõm deeply grateful to have found a 
religious tradition and community where embrace a broader view ð one that I 
believe Jesus of  Nazareth would recognize.    

 

This reflection is offered by Bill Glew 

Altar Server, Dodwell House Committee Member 

Memory and Belonging 
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Fundraiser: May 23rd, 2021 at 6:00PM-7:30PM Classical Clarinet Concert 
Fundraiser ft. Darryl Durham, Ken Leach, and Elizabeth Overwig. Tickets 
are on sale at Eventbrite.com. All proceeds to go towards Annaõs Place 
NOLAõs youth programsõ summer camp field trips. Location: 1313 Espla-

nade Ave. New Orleans LA, 70116.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Thanks: Thank you to Trinity Loaves and Fishes, a mission of Trinity Episcopal 

Church for providing food for Annaôs Place NOLAôs youth programs through the pandemic! 

We could not have made it without their tireless efforts to feed the community.  

Thank you so much for today's sermon.  It fed my heart.  I almost didn't come 
today. Instead, I had a chance to celebrate the accomplishments of  one of  our 

young people, hear a powerful message of  love, change, growth and encouragement, 
chat with parishioners I hope will become friends, and get a cup of  church coffee. 

 
It was a wonderful gift to me.  Thank you. 


