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The Fifth Sunday of Easter

MAY 02, 2021 |

Easter
Easter is a season of healing and resurrection. “The Lord is risen indeed!” So, when I
received this email recently it struck me as a powerful witness to that very same resurrection.
I believe that for most people resurrection, healing, coming to terms with our lives is always a
process. Some may find themselves in a rut, a dark place and some may live in a highly
compartmentalized world, some live denial as a way of dealing with the world. For some in
our community being who you are comes with burdens not brought about you but by “them.”
For those folks who live with burden, life can be exhausting, being a person of color can be
exhausting. Being an immigrant can be exhausting. 2020 has been exhausting.
Simply, life is always filled with challenges and burdens and no one is exempt. There are
many therapeutic models to achieve a healthier way of being. One that is overlooked in this
day and age is our spiritual health and spiritual therapies. Holy week can be therapeutic
with the goal of healing and hope at the end. This healing and hope moment is exemplified
in and during the Easter Season. New Life is placed before in image, in song, in prayers, in
the very colors that we use to celebrate this season. New Life is Grand!
With the permission of this parishioner we are happy to share this journey and reflection
upon the ever present possibility of hope and the very real sense of community and
interdependencies that define the Christian faith. I give you “Holy Week and Easter” a
reflection by Ken Leach:
As we approached Holy Week and the Easter season, I was totally consumed
in darkness and despair and am sure that I made it difficult for the Shepherd
to tend to the flock! With much support and God's grace, the Holy Week
experience for [me] was a moment to take pause, take a breath and to start
walking by faith and not by sight. Give thanks.
Starting with Tenebrae, it was really good for me to have a project that would
occupy my time and help produce a meaningful service by writing music. As
we did the service Psalm 116 was read. Hit me like a ton of bricks!! I still
meditate upon those words. I now know the true meaning of supplication and
felt and that moment during Tenebrae; God heard me and still believes in me
and the path he has given me.
(continued on next page)
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On Maundy Thursday you spoke directly to me with your words. God loves me,
God forgives me, and I have to love myself.
On Good Friday, the Veneration of the Cross was the exclamation point. In nailing
my sin that evening to the cross, I felt I had come a full circle in many ways. I am
fortunate that I have a wonderful base of support and love. Thank you.
I start everyday by saying thank you for the gift of this beautiful day, I will rejoice
and be glad as I celebrate this gift! May I have the opportunity to be a positive
influence with the help of the gifts and talents I have been given. I give thanks for
these gifts and I continue to work on them daily so I may be more effective….
Testimony is something that our denomination is not noted for. So, I give thanks to Ken for
trusting you and I with his vulnerability and honesty. For the better part the Epistles are
testimony. Much of our Christian thoughtfulness is based on a response to Jesus and in responding
we offer testimony as a sort of gift to ourselves, to others, and to the future. It is our truth. Over
the past few years I have invited some to give a “testimony” or reflection on their journey in faith. I
remember vividly many of those reflections and have marveled at the power of Jesus to heal and
center us. We often give credit to a sermon, or a hymn, or even a ritual but at the end of the day it
is the legacy and truth that is Jesus.

“I start
everyday by
saying thank
you for the
gift of this
beautiful
day”

So thank you Ken for sharing and trusting us with your moment of walking the Way and in your
remarkable self awareness and humility. For the rest of us; let us be mindful of the journey that
we each take. That along that journey our savior requires of us justice, kindness, and humility as
a way to be the beloved community—an Easter people.

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8
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Homeless Ministries and so many other opportunities
For the past 6-7 years Brother Don has represented St. Anna’s among our homeless siblings. As
he moves forward in his vocation as a Franciscan he will be called to work outside of Louisiana.
As an example he may be called to Texas to work with immigrant populations. With that in mind
it is time to offer an opportunity to serve this population in much the same humble way that
Brother Don has.







As it stands, but we may adapt, this is an every weekend ministry.
Transportation is needed.
Teams will, ideally, be for two people.
Cultural and social sensitivity training will be required.
This ministry requires walks that can be physically demanding.
This is a calling and you are asked to pray first.

This is great ministry and with a great team we can build upon relationships already establish in
this roofless community.
If you are interested or wish to have some more information please do not hesitate to contact
Fr. Terry at fr.bill@stannanola.org or text or call (504) 473-0073. It is always best to text or call
on the weekdays Mon-Thur.



WE are doing so much but is there more that we can do?
 Tutoring and mentoring at Anna’s Place NOLA
Helping us stay connected by calling or dropping a card to our members
 Hosting a get together with church members
 Community engagement in our neighborhood
 Forming a club to host neighborhood cook outs or concerts
 Sponsoring a concert for the public
 Volunteering to answer phones for a day or two during the week.

Most importantly pray and then think big and let us know how God may be calling you.
No dream too small nor too big.
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UTO Sunday at St. Anna's May 2, 2021 The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Anna’s Place NOLA: $ 25,000 recently received a UTO one of their larger grants
for the region. The UTO is function of Episcopal Church Women who do this
fundraising year round. We hope that St. Anna’s can give back this Sunday. A special
collection will be taken up and mail—in donations will be encouraged as well.

Recent Events
Episcopal Bishop of Washington
Mariann Budde; Washington
National Cathedral Dean
Randolph Hollerith; the Rev.
Leonard L. Hamlin, Sr., canon
missioner of the cathedral; and the
Rev. Robert W. Fisher, rector of St.
John’s Church of Lafayette Square
“George Floyd’s tragic death has
prompted a national reckoning on
racial injustice, and rightfully so.
Because of what the world
witnessed, the will and awareness needed to bring change — in our institutions, our culture, our
politics and yes, our hearts — is on the rise, and we give thanks to God for this glimmer of light
in the shadow of suffering. Together we will find a way forward toward a more just society and
God’s dream for us of beloved community. May God have mercy on us all, and order our steps in
the ways of justice and peace. “
“The Verdict Is In”
The verdict is in and, for many Americans, the trial went the way they hoped. A jury found Derek
Chauvin guilty of murdering George Floyd. Justice was served, at least for now.

Why do I say for now? I have noticed that many clergy and bishops are posting prayers online
from the Book of Common Prayer, the guide for Episcopalians. The words being quoted are
beautiful and important. However, if all we do is make posts on social media then I believe we are
missing the deeper calling of recognizing the unjust system that we live in. While the judgment
means one person is going to jail for a heinous crime, it doesn’t mean we have arrived or even
come close to true justice. The depth of this moment means white people have much, much
work to do. Coming to terms with hundreds of years of white privilege, of conscious and
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unconscious racism, must be addressed. Until white people understand the depth of racism, the
joy over one verdict will be short-lived.
Recently I was in a meeting where a person said she had never seen racism at the school she spent
12 years attending. I believed her. She probably didn’t because she is white. White people don’t
live in the world where the majority of people look at them differently. White people don’t have
to explain they are law-abiding citizens. White people are given the benefit of the doubt when
approached by police. When a white person buys a home it never occurs to them that their
neighbors may not like them because the color of their skin. You see, white people have privilege
just by being white.
The verdict is in but let’s not believe that we have made it to the Promised Land. White clergy
and parishioners have much work to do. I include myself in this. We need to muster the courage
to confront racism in our parishes. Our calling is to respect the dignity of every human being.
Until white people can walk a mile in the shoes of our black and brown brothers and sisters then
we will never truly understand how we have perpetrated a false sense of oneness.
I give thanks for our legal system that worked today because history tells us it doesn’t always. I
also give thanks for the reconciling love of Jesus who calls us to be reconciled to one another, for
it is in the undoing of the bonds of racism where we meet our neighbor in grace and hopefulness.
The Rt. Rev. Morris K. Thompson, Jr.
Bishop of the Diocese of Louisiana

“Bells are sacred. We toll them for death and we ring them
for celebration,” said Maria Wright, mother of Jerry
Wright, 31 at the time he was tragically killed at Pulse
Orlando. “Many faith traditions use bells as they resound
within our innermost being. Jerry was a man of great faith
and loved God and this was a purposeful way to honor his
life, we are so grateful”.
Saint Anna’s #49 Bells Ceremony
We will toll 49 bells on Saturday June 12 at Noon. It
will include a service of remembrance for the victims
of Pulse, for all victims of gun violence, and to show
solidarity with the LGBTQ+ community. More
information will be available soon. Mark your
calendars.
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Anna’s Place NOLA
Anna’s Place NOLA Youth Programs Update-Anna’s Place NOLA’s youth programs hosted a
Mental Health Fun-day last Saturday for our kiddos in collaboration with Xavier University’s Mobilization 2.0 program. The kids participated in mental health exercises to help them learn about
healthy stress management skills, mindfulness, and yoga. Mental Health Funday was coordinated
by the Lotus Project, an initiative by the Albert Schweitzer Fellowship, to help address the health
needs of underserved people.

May 4th, 2021-Give NOLA Day-Mark your calendars for Give NOLA Day 2021! As a reminder,
Give NOLA Day is a 24-hour event, 12A-12A, where you can give to local non-profits that work
hard to help the community. This year our goal is $30, 000. Funds will help us support our 2021
summer camp programs.
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Recent Church History
In order to know and understand some of what Saint Anna’s is doing today we need only look to
our recent past. I suppose the word “woke” could be used. We were woke after Katrina and discovered our purpose in missions. Some of those missions are still with us others are not. Maybe
some of those missions should come back. In our more grass roots permutation we were blessed
with bountiful volunteer support. Over the next few pages get a glimpse of what was in order to
know what is and maybe what can be.
Below is a screen shot of part of a newsletter that was first issued in 2012 it was focused on The
Dodwell House which now is called The Dodwell House Community Resource Center (aka THE
Community Center). As one can see we received great support from all sorts of partners. We
hope to receive like and kind support as we develop the property to it’s fullest potential.
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Continuing our Recent Church History (Above)
Highlight from the Advent 2012 Newsletter
FYI at that time Saint Anna hosted the 2nd largest ESL program in NOLA
The students named the program “Opportunidades NOLA”

Some Dates to Remember
4-21

11 a.m.

Staff Meeting

5-4

24HRS

GiveNOLADay for Anna’s Place NOLA *

6-16

6 p.m.

Ordination Luigi Mandile @ St. Anna’s

7-01

6 p.m.

Ordination Allison Reid @ St. Paul’s

*GiveNOLADay is a regional fundraising day hosted by GNOF to help local non-profits. We
really need your support and cash awards are made based on donors giving to their preferred
charity– Anna’s Place NOLA. The website will be https://givenola.org/annas-pleace-nola.
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Above: Wayne one of our favorite
supporters and barkeep at The Phoneix
holding had crafted face masks. The
proceeds from these masks are being
given to Saint Anna’s Food Bank. They
are handcrafted by Daryl Dunaway aka

Countess C Alice.

Inquirers Class
Each Thursday
6:00 p.m. at
church or via
Zoom
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"A man who was completely innocent, offered himself as a
sacrifice for the good of others, including his enemies, and
became the ransom of the world. It was a perfect act."
– Mahatma Gandhi
Reflections on a Visit to St. Anna’s ~ Mr. R.T. Witherow former Sr.
Warden, church of St. Luke, Evanston, IL. (Advent 2012)

What I

found
[visiting St.

What I found [visiting St. Anna’s] was, indeed God’s will being done, not on
just one level, but on a myriad of fronts. In a parish with the challenges visited
upon it not only by Katrina, but by the outpouring of not just mere words but
with actions. In addition to my spiritual background as an Episcopalian, I have
also been involved in the city management profession for over twenty years.
Our cities are being stretched to the limit to continue to deliver services while,
at the same time, facing a demanding citizenry that insist that expenditures be
cut to the bone if not further. In this type of environment, the role of
churches and of non-profit organizations becomes even more imperative to try
to establish some type of safety net.

Anna’s]
was, indeed
God’s will

being done

Your parish is to be commended for “walking the talk” and putting your time,
talent, and treasure to do work that is so vital. I reflect upon that portion of the
Lord’s Prayer that states, “your will be done, on earth as well as in heaven.” I
sincerely feel that His will is, indeed, being done at St. Anna’s.

Voluntary:

Hymn Selections for Worship
My Tribute, Andre Crouch,

Ken Leach, piano

Opening Hymn:

I Come With Joy to Meet My Lord

Hymnal 304

Gospel:

Come My Way, My Truth, My Life

Hymnal 487

Music at Offering:

Holy, Holy, Holy

arr Ken Leach

Communion:

Baptized In Water, Sealed By the Spirit

WLP 767

Closing Hymn:

Glory, Glory, Hallelujah

LEVAS 130
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Above: Drawing and architectural rendering by Mr. Joel Dyer, St. Anna’s Artist in Residence. We will begin work on a “Media booth” recognizing the permanence of “virtual church”
as well as the potential for other media forged ministries. This booth will offer a cleaned up look
and remind us that innovation can become a permanent fixture in the contemporary church.

Community partnerships: Guess where? We are so blessed.
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The Readings for Sunday
The First Lesson Acts 8:26-40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her
entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot
and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading
was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself
or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to
some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Psalm 22:24-30 Deus, Deus meus
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; *
he rules over the nations.
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
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all who go down to the dust fall before him.
29 My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the Lord'S for ever.
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.
The Epistle 1 John 4:7-21
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through
him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.
No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and
believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is,
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first
loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who
do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and
sisters also.
The Gospel John 15:1-8
Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more
fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me
is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

S ain t Ann a’s

1313 Esplanade Ave.
New Orleans, LA. 70116
Office: 504-947-2121
Email: admin@stannanola.org

Our Mission
"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing
relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates
the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and
hospitality. "

The Collect for Fifth Sunday of Easter

A

lmighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in
the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Ordinations Save the Date
Luigi Mandile, Sacred Order of Deacon, June 16th at
6:00 p.m.
Allison Reid, Sacred Order of Priests, July 1 at 6:00 p.m.

