
 Easter is a Season of  new birth. Yet, as some have asked, "How can we 
honestly embrace Easter during this time of  trauma?" Easter is precisely that 
answer and yes there is a story tell that exemplifies an Easter People.  
 
Easter People are communities and individuals that live beyond the immediacy 
of  their challenges and perhaps even trauma to lay claim to Grace upon 
Grace. Not many of  us fully live into that way of  being. Yet, there are those 
that do. In fact there are some words and concepts that speak of  being an 
Easter people. Words such as "Ubuntu." That word was used as 
the theme of  the 76th General Convention of  the Episcopal 
Church. From Wikipedia, "[Ubuntu] is a Nguni Bantu term 
meaning "humanity". It is sometimes translated as "I am 
because we are", or "humanity towards others", or 
in Zulu umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu, in Xhosa, umntu ngumntu 
ngabantu but is often used in a more philosophical sense to 
mean "the belief  in a universal bond of  sharing that connects all humanity". 
That is the language of  an Easter people. Another phrase to hammer home 
the point, "The Beloved Community", also used frequently in the mission 
of  the Episcopal Church. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. popularized the concept 
of  The Beloved Community and the King Center defines his vision as follows: 

Dr. King’s Beloved Community is a global vision in which all people can share in the wealth 
of  the earth. In the Beloved Community, poverty, hunger and homelessness will not be 
tolerated because international standards of  human decency will not allow it. Racism and 
all forms of  discrimination, bigotry and prejudice will be replaced by an all-inclusive spirit 
of  sisterhood and brotherhood. 
 
This language helps one to understand the general trajectory of  the full Easter 
Experience. It is not only that Jesus died for us but in so doing and in rising 
against all physical and spiritual rational Jesus begins a new chapter in sacred 
history and front and center in that chapter are his legacies - us. So, we find 
the language of  Easter deposited in our collective awareness like the lightest 
of  dew drops upon a single leaf  of  clover in a field. Easter is a spiritual 
journey to holiness in our very way of  being.  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguni_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bantu_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zulu_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xhosa_language


Living a self  absorbed life in the early 1980's was the life that I lived. It revolved 
around working, drinking, and falling in love (not necessarily in that order). I had 
moved from Dallas back to New Orleans (you just can't live anywhere else). My 
future wife, Vicki, would move to New Orleans as well. Eventually we would marry 
at Annunciation Episcopal Church in New Orleans and later move to Slidell, 
Louisiana. By 1985 we would have a son named Hutch. My career was starting to 
blossom and I went into rehab in 1984. Living the suburban dream having just 
bought our first home using a VA Loan.  We were safe and a happy family.  
 
133.6 miles away or about at two plus hour drive an entirely different story was 
unfolding. In 1981 the trial of  Josephus Anderson, a black man accused of  killing a 
Birmingham Police Officer, was going on in Mobile Alabama. The trial resulted in 
two mistrals due to hung juries. Hiding in the shadows was one Bennie Jack Hays a 
leader of  the KKK who was dissatisfied with the results. He reportedly said, if  a 
black man can get away with killing a white man, then we ought to be able to kill a black man.   
 
On March 21, 1981 two members of  the KKK John Knowles aged 17 and Henry 
Hays 26 got in a car and began to hunt. They hunted and found a young black man 
named Michael Donald who happened to be walking down a street returning home 
at night. Michael was student at local technical college and worked part time at a 
newspaper. He was a good young man aged 20. He would be forced into the car by 
Henry Hays and John Knowles. He would be tortured, cut, and eventually lynched. 
Like Emmett Till's mother Beulah Mae Donald insisted on an open casket.  
 
Hays and Knowles would be arrested in 1983 after Beulah Mae Donald contacted 
Jesse Jackson who led a protest march demanding justice. Eventually Michael 
Figures a noted black state senator and activist would represent Beulah Mae 
Donald and push for a full investigation and justice. Eventually, John Knowles 
would enter into a plea deal for life in lieu of  the death penalty and testify against 
Hays.  Hays would eventually be convicted by a jury of  11 whites and one black. 
The judge would overrule the jury and sentence Hays to death. His sentence was 
the first white on black capital case successfully prosecuted in Alabama since 1913. 
Hays would be executed in 1997. John Knowles would eventually be released based 
on his testimony in a subsequent trial.  
 
Beulah Mae Donald would not rest until a systemic change had been forced. That 
change was to take down the Klan in Alabama and if  possible the USA. Morris 
Dees, founder of  The Southern Poverty Law Center, would file a Civil Proceeding 
for wrongful death seeking $10,000,000 in punitive damages against the KKK, Inc. 
In 1987 an all white jury awarded $7 million in damages which ultimately 
bankrupted the national KKK. Beulah Mae Donald died the following year on 
September 17, 1988.  
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This story was recently made into a documentary and aired by CNN called The People vs. The Klan. I 
recommend it.  
 
So, where is Easter in all of  this?  Later in an interview Michael Figures would say of  Beulah Mae 
Donald, "[she had] an indomitable spirit buttressed by a strong faith in God. In many ways, she is 
the typical Black matriarch who has struggled to keep her family together (Easter)."  
 
Here is Easter from the lips of  a grieving mother Beulah Mae Donald: 
 
On Henry Hays death penalty: “You can't give life, so why take it?" 
 
Then the following exchange between Knowles and Mrs. Donald (credit NY Times): 
 
Then Knowles turned to Beulah Mae Donald, and, as they locked eyes for the first time, begged for her forgiveness. 
''I can't bring your son back,'' he said, sobbing and shaking. ''God knows if  I could trade places with him, I 
would. I can't. Whatever it takes - I have nothing. But I will have to do it. And if  it takes me the rest of  my life 
to pay it, any comfort it may bring, I hope it will.'' By this time, jurors were openly weeping. The judge wiped away 
a tear. 
 
''I do forgive you,'' Mrs. Donald said. ''From the day I found out who you all was, I asked God to take care of  
y'all, and He has.'' 
 
Mrs. Beulah Mae Donald left this world near her church with 32 grandchildren. She said of  her 
settlement in the Civil suit, ''I don't need it. I live day to day, like always. But there's some sad 
people in the world who don't have food to eat or a decent place to stay. I've been there. I know 
what it means to have nothing. If  the Klan don't give me a penny, that's O.K. But if  they do, I'm 
going to help a lot of  people who don't have none.'' 
 
That is how Easter works. That is an Easter person. There are many Easter people that have gone 
before us and many to come because Resurrection recognizes the holiness of  life - all lives and 
especially those who do not have social 
benefit.  
 

-EASTER - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beulah Mae Donald 



Page 4 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

"I want to introduce you to Caroline Douglas who is the new UTO Coordinator for the Diocese."   

 

UTO you may ask? United Thank Offering is a collection and redistribution of  funds managed by 
the Episcopal Church Women. 

 

Since 1871, the National Episcopal Church Women, ECW, have championed women’s 
rights and the Christian foundation of  God and family. They are an affiliate of  
the Episcopal Church and celebrate that Episcopalians believe in a loving, liberating, 
and life-giving God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

" I (Caroline David) am reaching out to each UTO Coordinator and/or church. 

 

As we slowly move closer to our normal lives and our full and beloved worship, this is a wonderful 
time to pause and give thanks.  One way to do this is through the spring UTO Ingathering.  This 
is a great way to say thanks to all those who have done so much for us during this time.  

 

During the 2021 cycle, all UTO grants will either sustain the projects of  prior grant recipients 
through the COVID-19 crisis or fund new COVID-19 related projects. In the first of  round of  
grants, the Diocese of  Louisiana was one of  only two dioceses in the country to receive two 
grants.  Both were sustaining grants: 

 

Anna’s Place NOLA: $ 25,000 

Sustaining: Jericho Road: $   9,500 

 

I am requesting that every church have a UTO Sunday this spring.  Please ask your parishioners to 
take a moment to give thanks and make a UTO thank offering.  All offerings are due on June 18, 
either at our Annual Gathering or by mail to me.  Let me know if  I can be of  any assistance. 

Thank you for coordinating this ministry at your church. Carolyn Douglas" 

 

A Big Shout out to UTO 

You have made so much possible! 

UTO Sunday at St. Anna's May 2, 2021 The Fifth Sunday of  Easter 

https://episcopalchurch.org/
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Help us remember that resurrection isn’t reversal, that as we return to life, we are carrying our 
own wounds from loss and isolation. But we are also emerging with new beauty and new wisdom. 
We are not who we were. But we do get to discover who we are. Help us not foreclose on each 
other. Maybe just grant us a holy curiosity for a while? 
  
Please give me courage to trust the hope I feel right now. Save me from squandering this moment 
of  new life. Remind me that all the fear and cynicism in the world never protects me from pain 
and disappointment in the way I think they will. Give us back to each other when the time is right. 
May we recognize you, our wounded and resurrected God, in our belly laughs and crocodile tears 
… and maybe … even in each other.  Amen. 
  
by Nadia Bolz-Weber 
from The Corners, Easter Day, April 4, 202 

An Easter Prayer 

For the past 6-7 years Brother Don has represented St. Anna’s among our homeless siblings. As 
he moves forward in his vocation as a Franciscan he will be called to work outside of  Louisiana. 
As an example he may be called to Texas to work with immigrant populations. With that in mind 
it is time to offer an opportunity to serve this population in much the same humble way that 
Brother Don has.  

 

 As it stands, but we may adapt, this is an every weekend ministry.  

 Transportation is needed. 

 Teams will, ideally, be for two people.  

 Cultural and social sensitivity training will be required.  

 This is a calling and you are asked to pray first.  

 

This is great ministry and with a great team we can build upon relationships already establish in 
this roofless community.  

 

If  you are interested or wish to have some more information please do not hesitate to contact 
Fr. Terry at fr.bill@stannanola.org or text or call (504) 473-0073. It is always best to text or call 

on the weekdays Mon-Thur.  

Homeless Ministries 
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Anna’s Place NOLA 

The Gaudet Committee announces the awarding of  13 community grants for the 2021 program 
year. The Gaudet Community Grant provides funding for not-for-profit agencies that create, man-
age, and expand educational opportunities for African-American children within the Diocese of  
Louisiana. The total amount awarded this year is $81,110. 
 
The Episcopal Diocese of  Louisiana is proud to honor the legacy of  Mrs. Frances Joseph Gaudet, 
a turn-of-the-century educator and activist. Mrs. Gaudet had the wisdom to leave her trust to the 
Episcopal Church in such a way that her mission would continue to find new ways of  expression 
in changing times. Mrs. Gaudet dedicated her life to building alliances with people of  every race 
and class. The Episcopal Diocese of  Louisiana is committed to keeping her purpose alive. 
 
The 2021 Gaudet Community Grant Recipients 
 

Anna’s Place NOLA After School Program: Award amount $10,000 
Anna’s Place NOLA Summer Camp Program: Award amount $12,000 
Arts Council of  Point Coupee: Award amount: $2,000 
Educare: Award amount: $8,000 
Gardere Community Christian School: Award amount: $9,000 
Grow Dat Youth Farm: Award amount $7,000 
Kid’s Orchestra: Award amount $5,000 
Louisiana Center for Children’s Rights: Award amount: $5,000 
Rooted Ones: Award amount: $5,000 
Son of  a Saint: Award amount: $3,000 
Teaching Responsible Earth Education (T.R.E.E.): Award amount $2,000 
Trinity Educational Enrichment Program (TEEP): Award amount $3,000 
Ubuntu Village NOLA: Amount awarded $10,000 
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MAYOR CANTRELL LAUNCHES OFFICE OF  
GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION 

 
NEW ORLEANS — Mayor LaToya Cantrell today announced the launch by executive order of  
the Office of  Gun Violence Prevention. 
 
"Establishing this office is part of  our commitment to a holistic long-term strategy to prevent gun 
violence over time. This work started with recommendations from our Forward Together Transi-
tion Team, and in one of  my first acts as Mayor, I established the Gun Violence Reduction Task-
force. This in turn led to the August 2019 Generational Gun Violence Reduction Plan. This new 
office will coordinate, fund and evaluate public health gun violence reduction interventions and 
their outcomes," said Mayor Cantrell.  
 
“Even though New Orleans has had over 100 murders annually since the 1970s, no other admini-
stration has invested in the infrastructure to focus on this problem over the long term,” 
said Joshua Cox, Director of  Strategic Initiatives. 
 
Patrick Young will serve as Director for the Office of  Gun Violence Prevention 

Byline:  Fr. Bill Terry 

 

As some of  you may know I was selected to join 
the W Kellogg Foundation Fellowship program two 
years ago. It was interrupted by the pandemic. That 
said, I am proud to share that two of  the gentlemen 
mentioned in the above story are members of  the 
New Orleans WKKF Cohort. In fact Patrick Young 
presented to Anna’s Place students this past year 
and was really embraced by the students. Further, 
another Kellogg Fellow in our same group is 
launching a campaign to run for city office, Troy 
Powell. Keep your eyes open these are powerful 
young progressive seekers of  justice.  

 

Saint Anna’s has been vested in this work since 
2007. We continue to pray and work to eradicated 
urban violence. With allies like these Kellogg 
Fellows I believe that the day may come.  
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We are requesting the following items for the  
Homeless outreach Ministry. 

 
- Clean Plastic Grocery Bags 
- Travel Size Hygiene Wipes 

- Soft Low Sugar Granola or Protein Bars 
- Single Packed Tooth Brushes 

- Travel Size Tubes of  Tooth Paste 
- Travel Size Deoderant 

- XXL Clean New TShirts 
- Low Sugar Protein Drinks 

 
* Please note we are not set up to receive donations of  clothes. 

 
Thank you all for your generous donations. 

 
Peace 

Br Don 
 

Gifts to the Homeless Outreach Mission may be donated by placing items in 
our giving basket at the entrance of  the church or drop off  during weekdays. 

You all are the best! 

Some Dates to Remember 

 

4-21  11 a.m.  Staff Meeting  

5-4  24HRS  GiveNOLADay for Anna’s Place NOLA * 

6-16  6 p.m.   Ordination Luigi Mandile @ St. Anna’s  

7-01  6 p.m.  Ordination Allison Reid @ St. Paul’s   

 

 

*GiveNOLADay is a regional fundraising day hosted by GNOF to help local non-profits. We 
really need your support and cash awards are made based on donors giving to their preferred 
charity– Anna’s Place NOLA.  The website will be https://givenola.org/annas-pleace-nola.  
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Forming a Choir 
After some discussion with Ken Leach our choir director we have decided to anticipate the day 
when a larger choir might sing and bring the fullness of  joy back to our worship. That is not to say 
that we don’t now have good music because we do. It is to say that we look forward to our great 
community choir sometime in the future.  

 

One of  the things that the Pandemic has done is to allow churches and other organizations to hit 
a “reset button.” For us that might mean building relationships through choir socials and get 
togethers. It might mean doing some group “practices” before we go “live.” It will mean 
rebuilding and establishing new ways of  doing things.; reaching more folks; practicing new music; 
developing voices. Most of  all it will be a sign that sometime very soon, we hope, we will raise a 
loud and joyous noise to the Lord led by Saint Anna’s Community Choir.  

 

Please reach out to Ken Leach if  you are interested: kllpiano111@gmail.com or call the 
church and leave a message with Luigi. 

Our Common Life 
Hi Fr Terry,:    The Good Friday Mass 
was awesome. I have never seen the 
full Mass until now.  It brought tears 
to my eyes. Easter was awesome also. 
The Church was beautiful. I don't 
think I have ever felt this emotional 
over a service. A sense of  Peace. 
 
I also enjoy seeing the Acolytes and 
Priest and Deacon walking down the 
aisles again. It was so good to see the 
sense of   normalcy again. 
 
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You

   
Danette 
 
 



Diana 

Meyers 

aka 

Grandma! 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

Voluntary:     Allegretto      Darryl Durham/ Ken Leach 

Opening Hymn  Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing!   Hymnal 182 

Gospel:     Celtic Alleluia 

Offertory:    Steal Away     Darryl Durham, clarinet solo 

Communion:   The King of  Love My Shepherd Is   Hymnal 645 

Closing Hymn:  God Is So Good    LEVAS #214 

"A man who was completely innocent, offered himself  as a 
sacrifice for the good of  others, including his enemies, and 

became the ransom of  the world. It was a perfect act." 
– Mahatma Gandhi 

Lincoln Layne Francisco 

born April 16, 2021 at  7:45pm Central 

Time 

7 pounds 13 ounces 

20.7 inches long 

Mommies: Jennifer (Jenny) Meyers 

Francisco and Gabrielle (Gabby) 

Francisco 

 

A new life. A new legacy. New hopes and dreams 

have entered the world. God bless this child her 

parents and the generations before her. All of  that 

has resulted in a vessel of  love.  
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From a recent FB Post 

by Vestrymember and Food Pantry Minister 

Jay Terril 

(With permission) 

I started trying to look at things differently. What if  I left some on the 
table? Physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. I can’t gather up the 
sparks if  I’m not strong enough to hold them. So I started working on 

suffering. I had to make my body hurt. Not punishment but surviving challenges. What concept 
can I ponder logically? How can I make me see myself  in the stranger who is hungry? I skip a 
meal. It’s hard that part. Have money, have food. But resist. Resist the urge to satisfy yourself. 
Maybe take that meal and give it away. I’ve said It a lot. But I assure you part of  the goal of  
seeking the sparks is to better the world and I can only do that through service to the other 
instead of  ignoring them and through trying to kill my ego. I cant better the world if  I do it for 
me. I’m not ganna be satisfied with leaving it on the table anymore. I’m crawling home or I 
haven’t gone far enough away. 

Honored and excited to share I've been chosen as a Community Visions Unlimited  to be inter-
viewed with CVU Founder and CEO Jeannie Tidy as part of  a feature with Mayor Cantrell by 
WDSU News. 
 
MORE about this wonderful project: 
https://www.facebook.com/.../almost-10.../10158143706572060/ 

Karel Sloane-
Boekbinder 

 
is a member of  St Anna’s 

choir; a past Sunday 
School teacher and is 

currently enrolled in our 
Inquirer’s Class 

https://www.facebook.com/NOLAnews/posts/almost-10-years-ago-community-visions-unlimited-raised-enough-money-to-turn-10-u/10158143706572060/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWyUB6EQme1LWsLSYKMy-WiBVsL8h6yo9UaVzEUo7HInAM2xa6ApnzjQkTAf3_V_G7riXL_CXgaqGqzfWl-tJ38986eQJYwBwwgBTW9
https://www.facebook.com/karel.sloaneboekbinder?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWyUB6EQme1LWsLSYKMy-WiBVsL8h6yo9UaVzEUo7HInAM2xa6ApnzjQkTAf3_V_G7riXL_CXgaqGqzfWl-tJ38986eQJYwBwwgBTW9rCyOaNQ_aoHT6c-pnWZcp5lp3iLxzxW3DrLEOvumrI8uEoB_Tyzpz6DM_zYFf18bgRnhRA&__tn__=-UC*F
https://www.facebook.com/karel.sloaneboekbinder?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWyUB6EQme1LWsLSYKMy-WiBVsL8h6yo9UaVzEUo7HInAM2xa6ApnzjQkTAf3_V_G7riXL_CXgaqGqzfWl-tJ38986eQJYwBwwgBTW9rCyOaNQ_aoHT6c-pnWZcp5lp3iLxzxW3DrLEOvumrI8uEoB_Tyzpz6DM_zYFf18bgRnhRA&__tn__=-UC*F


The Readings for Sunday 
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The First Lesson Acts 4:5-12 

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, 
and Alexander, and all who were of  the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners 
stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of  the people and elders, if  we are questioned 
today because of  a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has 
been healed, let it be known to all of  you, and to all the people of  Israel, that this man is standing 
before you in good health by the name of  Jesus Christ of  Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead. This Jesus is 

`the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
it has become the cornerstone.' 

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by 
which we must be saved." 

 

Psalm 23 Dominus regit me 

 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
 I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
 and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
 and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of  the shadow of  death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
 for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of  those who trouble me; * 
 you have anointed my head with oil, 
 and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  my life, * 
 and I will dwell in the house of  the Lord for ever. 

 

The Epistle 1 John 3:16-24 

 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down our lives for 
one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother 
or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
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Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will 
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts 
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if  our hearts 
do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of  his Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, 
and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

The Gospel John 10:11-18 

 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The 

hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf  coming and leaves 

the sheep and runs away—and the wolf  snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs 

away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own 

and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life 

for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they 

will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves 

me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of  my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 

received this command from my Father.” 

 

“The Good Shepherd” Catacombs of Pricilla 
in Rome 3rd-4th century 



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing 
relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates 

the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel 
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for Fourth Sunday of Easter 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Saint  Anna’s  

O 
 God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of  your people: Grant that when we hear 

his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

In Service to the Church 4-25-2021 

Altar Servers: 
Derri Parker Deacon 
Ed Azemius Thurifer 

Celeste Gilbert Crucifer 
Reader:  Joanna Rivers 

Audio Visual - Jack Craft/Charlie G.  
 

Hospitality: 
Karen-Host 

Stewart-Usher 

 

Father John Battista Giuliani— “Andean Good Shepherd” 

Flowers this Sunday are given to the Greater Glory of  God  

In Memory of  Thomas C. Tolbert 

By Rusty Downing 


