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Easter
Easter, " Alleluia Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed Alleluia!" This,
amidst: a plague, the trial of George Floyd, at least 5 Mass shootings in 2021,
voter suppression laws being passed, BLM, Daunte Wright, vaccine roll outs,
medical inequities, a Capital "insurrection," a season of quarantine, and the
politicizing of face masks. Yet we Christians rejoice? Yes, and for good reason
beyond our traditions. There has never been a more appropriate on point time
to embrace the Season of Easter beyond sheer relief.
A bit of history first: Eastertide is a period of 50 days spanning Easter
Sunday (Resurrection day) to Pentecost Sunday. This period is celebrated as a
single feast sometimes called, “great Lord’s Day.” Each Sunday in Eastertide is
treated just like the first Sunday of Easter. The first eight days of Eastertide
are called the Octave of Easter. Just as Deacon Buck shared in his sermon on
“Low Sunday” as it was called Quasimodo Sunday, Eastertide was called
“Quinquagesima paschalis” - WOW! Throw that out in a conversation!
Easter Sunday and Pentecost correspond to pre-existing Jewish feasts: The
first day of Pesach פסחand the holiday of Shavu'ot . שבועותIn the Jewish
tradition, the 49 days between these holidays are known as Counting of the
Omer . ספירת העומר
“Smokey Anna’s” below the Feast of Easter
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Within the Eastertide is the Feast of the Ascension (a High Holy Day aka Holy
Day of Obligation) and is celebrated on the 40th day of Eastertide on a Thursday
always. It is what is called “an immoveable Feast.” And so for hundreds of years
our season of feasting has been defined.
Eastertide should be a time of rejoicing and celebrating through worship, meals,
and constant reminders to each other that there is hope in the face of despair. That
is resurrection. It is no coincidence that Judaism and Islam have their most
important Feasts at this time. Our religions reflect the natural world in so many
ways. Spring time! The casting off of barren trees and browned grasses to verdant
greenery and blooming azaleas, pear trees and clover in full bloom. Just as the earth
is bursting forth with the abundant energy after resting in winter so too can we
begin to burst forth after our time of quarantine; at least in some fashion that
resembles what we have missed so much.
Easter in the midst of a society that is toiling with the challenges of mass
shootings, of the Floyd trial, and yet again another fatal police shooting of a black
man seems out of step. Yet, I would submit that the Season offers us much at
precisely this time. I would suggest that Easter reminds of the tenacity of good
over evil; of love over hate; of justice over injustice.

“Christian
faith itself
was the
experience
of Jesus’
continued
empowering
presence.”

While one may argue with John Dominic Crossan, a leading biblical historian, a
quote of his has great merit for our times: “Christian faith itself was the experience of
Jesus’ continued empowering presence.... It was the continued presence of absolutely the same Jesus
in an absolutely different mode of existence.” There are key words here and the most
important of those key words is "empowering presence."
Eastertide, therefore, must be more than symbolic it should and must remain
transformational. What it says and what it offers is more than hope in the face of
despair; it offers we Christians a way to seize the power of the resurrection lay
claim to heritage as a gathered people that have at our center love and justice.
Crossan points out that the Roman machine would crucify or kill rebellious
movements. They would kill them all. But, in a nonviolent movement they would
only kill the leader. Only Jesus is the founder of a faith subject to this phenomena.
So, we lay claim to non-violent resistance to hate, fear, bias, marginalization, and
religious inequality. Easter!
Within the Easter stories that we will remember these 50 days are included:
skepticism of resurrections (Doubting Thomas, John Chapter 20), fear of the
police and women's empowerment (Mary Magdalene and the Apostles , John
20:18-19), of political and structural fear of losing power and again women's
empowerment (Matthew 27:62-28:15). We sometimes forget or overlook the hiding
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Apostles behind locked doors, we forget that the women, particularly Mary Magdalene play
dominant and empowered roles in the Gospels, we brush by the contrivances of the
political/religious elites to keep Jesus locked up, we forget even in its most austere form the
ending of the Gospel of Mark which we read on Easter Sunday:

"But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you."And they went
out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had
seized them, and they said nothing.
Mark 16
Easter, I would submit, is the season that understands trauma. It is a Season and a way for the
community to respond to trauma in a unique and spiritual way. Unlike the women at the tomb in
Mark we cannot stand silent but rather we follow the angel's command to meet Jesus in Galilee.
That meeting is meeting violence and marginalization head on. To recognize that we struggle but
our struggle over time is not in vain but we glorify Jesus and His struggles in our solidarity with
him.
It was perhaps days perhaps weeks later that the powerful person of Jesus kept appearing and
reappearing to the Apostles that convinced them, and us, of the tenacity of justice ... of
resurrection. The symbol of our solidarity and strong
belief in the transformative nature of our faith is clearly
stated in Baptism. It is more than washing away sin it is
adoption to a greater way of being. Not just believing
but being.
And so Baptism becomes an entry point to the Jesus
experience and indeed the Jesus existence. The ritual
actions and covenant agreements that we make are clear
and unambiguous. The Covenant demands a response
to the Resurrection because in Baptism we become a
Resurrected people. So yes, now is the time for Easter.
Take heart. Alleluia He is Risen...and so we may be also.

Easter Baptism:
Baptized: Elizabeth Padgett and Eaton Shane Alexander
Parents/Godparents: Debow and Brian Padgett—Doug and Eric Alexander
The above Pictured here along with immediate family
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“Leave them at the Cross”
This year Saint Anna, in an effort to recognize our pandemic history, adapted several of our
traditional Holy Week Services. Remembering that in 2020 non of our services were attended to
in person. Once such adaptation was in our Veneration of the Cross. The Book of Common
Prayer (p.281) allows such venerations, “If desired, a wooden cross may now be brought inot the
church and placed in sight of the people….Appropriate devotions may follow.” In traditional
terms the veneration would usually mean kissing the foot of a cross. Such crosses would
sometimes be held by an altar server or sometimes the cross, like at St. Anna’s, would be large and
the supplicant would kneel at its base, pray, and often kiss the foot of the cross.
In this evolving pandemic world the Diocese advised that we not offer veneration which included
kissing the cross for fear of transmission of the virus. Several suggestions surfaced during a clergy
conference as alternatives. I cannot recall if the seed of how we made our offering developed but
someone mentioned something that was a spark for an idea. That tickled a memory of a youth
mission trip that I attended in New
Mexico with a batch of our teens.
One evening they offered a tactile
“stations of the cross.” It was
fascinating. When you got to the
cross itself the students would nail
a nail into the cross. The
hammering sound was compelling.
So, consistent with offering a more
compelling, personal, and
contemplative Holy Week it was
decided to offer members a chance
to unburden themselves in a
sensate way. Each pilgrim was
given time and space to write down
a prayer, a confession, a burden, an
obstacle to grace, or simply a
prayer of petition. In complete
silence each individual was invited
to come and to nail with hammer
their petition to the shadow of the
cross.
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The shadow of the cross was a wooden cross placed at the foot of our
traditional cross painted flat black. It therefore represented a shadow cast
from our traditional weathered wooden cross, in use for years, and usually
located in the garden.
It was made clear that absolute confidentiality would be kept. No one, not
even the priest, would read the messages. It was an exercise in direct divine
communication, communio sanctorum, a way of understanding and being in the
present moment of divinity. We hope that this devised a way for our
pilgrims to undertake an unburdening and a way to feel more closely liked
with our Lord and both His suffering and His understanding.
As I sat and watched the people arrive at the cross I noticed a timidity to
hammer. A bold sound would be hard to take in; so timid tapping. The petitions were more
“tacked” onto the cross. I saw some with tears, some pause, some hurry a bit, some anxious, some
quiet and thoughtful. I believe that all came forward, I may be wrong in that, but certainly it was a
time of silence punctuated with a tap, tap, tap. Each of those sounds signaling that someone had
“nailed ‘it’ to the cross.” It was both filled with a sense of communion as well as a sense of
individual piety. Almost mystical, at least for me, and I suspect others.
Preceding Good Friday pilgrims
also had an opportunity to
experience the Divine Presence,
and for some mysticism, in the
Chapel of Repose (right). Those
seeking, those believing, those
wondering took advantage of the
absolute quiet of this chapel while
sitting before the Reserved
Sacrament. Only candlelight
prevailed and it is a reminder of
the quiet presence of God, “Be
still and know that I am
God” (Psalm 46:10).
Yes, sisters and brothers, this is a new thing that we have done. It is a thing with the potential to
release us. Yes, it will be a thing that we do when next we meet on Good Friday at the foot of the
cross. And always the stillness of God will be present, in preparation, in The Chapel of Repose.
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Palm Sunday and the Storyville Stompers

Anna’s Place NOLA
Anna’s Place NOLA has been awarded a total of $22,000 from the
EDOLA Gaudet Fund towards our youth programs. These funds will
help us continue to provide round-trip transportation, meals, snacks
and educational field trips to our kiddos. Frances Joseph Gaudet was
born Holmesville, Pike County, Mississippi, in 1861. Her father was a
former slave. She was a seamstress by profession and became a major
philanthropist in New Orleans at the turn of the century. Mrs. Gaudet
earned a national reputation as a prison reformer and missionary. Mrs.
Gaudet dedicated her life to building alliances with people of every race
and class.
With vaccines underway and the city beginning
to safely open up to more people, NOMA (New Orleans Museum of
Art), has invited Anna’s Place NOLA’s youth programs to visit their
sculpture garden April 15th, 2021. NOMA is home to one of the world’s
most revered sculpture gardens displaying works from esteemed artists
around the world.
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Our Scholarship Fund Update
Remember that you can use either
GoFundMe or make a direct donation.

We now have a total in
donations of: $13,925
Can we get to $15,000?!
Our fund ‘s goal is to establish a
baseline of financial support for
present and future scholars. Giving for
Greatness is the best gift of all. For
further information contact :
Fr.bill@stannanola.org or
Call 504-947-2121 ask for Fr. Bill
Or simply mail a check to St. Anna’s
Finally: www.gf.me/u/zhwncx

Anna’s Place is hosting a Mental Health Fun Day April 17th, 2021
through our partnership with The Albert Schweitzer Fellowship - New
Orleans. This fellowship immerses a diverse group of graduate students in a
mentored experiential learning and leadership development program
designed to increase their skills and commitment to more effectively address
the health and social needs of underserved people. This year our Fellow has
put together the Lotus Project, teaching the kiddos about mental health,
stigmatization, healthy coping tools for stress management, and yoga.
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We are requesting the following items for the
Homeless outreach Ministry.
- Clean Plastic Grocery Bags
- Travel Size Hygiene Wipes
- Soft Low Sugar Granola or Protein Bars
- Single Packed Tooth Brushes
- Travel Size Tubes of Tooth Paste
- Travel Size Deoderant
- XXL Clean New TShirts
- Low Sugar Protein Drinks
* Please note we are not set up to receive donations of clothes.
Thank you all for your generous donations.
Peace
Br Don

Gifts to the Homeless Outreach Mission may be donated by placing items in
our giving basket at the entrance of the church or drop off during weekdays.
You all are the best!
Some Dates to Remember
4-17

10-2

Mental Health Fun Day at St. Anna’s

4-20

6:30 p.m.

Vestry Meeting

4-21

11 a.m.

Staff Meeting

5-4

24HRS

GiveNOLADay for Anna’s Place NOLA *

6-16

6 p.m.

Ordination Luigi Mandile @ St. Anna’s

7-01

6 p.m.

Ordination Allison Reid @ St. Paul’s

*GiveNOLADay is a regional fundraising day hosted by GNOF to help local non-profits. We
really need your support and cash awards are made based on donors giving to their preferred
charity– Anna’s Place NOLA. The website will be https://givenola.org/annas-pleace-nola.
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Maundy Thursday
As with most things during this Holy Week past
modifications were made to the Liturgy and worship.
Usually foot washing is a key feature, "(Jesus) taught that
strength and growth in the life of the Kingdom of God come not
by power, authority, or even miracle, but by such lowly service. We
all need to remember his example, but none stand more in need of
this reminder than those whom the Lord has called to the ordained
ministry."
But, the foot washing had to be restrained and was
offered in a symbolic way to a few attendees. That said,
one of the themes on this day is that our Lord left us
with a true teaching and that is to serve. As a symbolic
way for our community to demonstrate this service attendees were asked to donate new socks and
t-shirts to be distributed by Br. Don to our unhoused street community. In doing so we
acknowledge a sort of metaphorical foot washing.
As the Mass was said during the offering the basket was lifted up and consecrated to God and it
was very good. The basket was overflowing with generosity and with the care for others. It was a
good night to be a Christian. And yes, we will do it again next year as part of our offering.
-

Looking Down the Road: Forming a Choir
After some discussion with Ken Leach our choir director we have decided to anticipate the day
when a larger choir might sing and bring the fullness of joy back to our worship. That is not to say
that we don’t now have good music because we do. It is to say that we look forward to our great
community choir sometime in the future.
One of the things that the Pandemic has done is to allow churches and other organizations to hit
a “reset button.” For us that might mean building relationships through choir socials and get
togethers. It might mean doing some group “practices” before we go “live.” It will mean
rebuilding and establishing new ways of doing things.; reaching more folks; practicing new music;
developing voices. Most of all it will be a sign that sometime very soon, we hope, we will raise a
loud and joyous noise to the Lord led by Saint Anna’s Community Choir.
Please reach out to Ken Leach if you are interested: kllpiano111@gmail.com or call the
church and leave a message with Luigi.
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An Easter Sunday Reflection by
Rusty Downing, Junior Warden
After having been away physically
from Sunday morning church services at St. Anna’s for a little over a
year, my husband, Br. Don Dubay,
and I decided to give attending service in person a try on Easter Sunday, since it had been over a month
since we both had received our second Covid-19 vaccination.

Alleluia
Christ is
Risen! The
Lord is
Risen
indeed.
Alleluia!

I am here to tell you what a beautiful
service this past Easter was. The
sanctuarywas decked out in beautiful
arrangements of blooming lilies, people were beautifully dressed in their
Easter outfits, the music was beautiful, and Fr. Bill gave one of his best
sermons to date (in my opinion). We were so blessed and happy to have
been able to attend the service and felt very safe and comfortable as all
Covid-19 safety protocols were being met and followed by those in attendance.
L. Rusty Downing R. Don Dubay

Rusty is married to Don Dubay, he is a retired teacher; Rusty sings in the Gay
Men’s Chorus (pre-COVID); he is a USAF Veteran; Rusty volunteers several
hours per week to the church office and is currently serving on the Vestry of St.
Anna’s as Junior Warden. Rusty and Don have been members for over 10 years.

Hymn Selections for Worship
Voluntary:

Come Christians, Join to Sing

Arr. D. Johnson

Opening Hymn:

In Christ there is no East or West

LEVAS 62

Gospel Hymn:

Celtic Alleluia

Service Music (M020)

Offertory:

Children of the Heavenly Father

LEVAS 213

Communion:

Come Risen Lord and Deign to be Our Guest

Hymnal306

Closing Hymn:

This is the Day

LEVAS 219
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Photo Credit Fr. Bill+ “Meraux
Spring”

"Our Lord has written
the promise of
resurrection, not in
books alone, but in
every leaf in
springtime."
– Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther
King Jr.
WELCOME HECTOR GARCIA
Hello Everyone I’m Hector R Garcia Jr. I’m 43 years old, US
Navy veteran, and proud to announce I’m a new team member
at St Anna’s Episcopal Church as well as the Sexton.
I recently have been working on myself. I was diagnosed with
Cancer in April 2020. Since then I’ve undergone chemo, left my
employer and even lost my home. During my struggles I almost
lost myself but then a parishioner of St Anna’s reached out and
invited me to a service. From there, many positive things
started to form in my life and since I was struggling I almost
didn’t see what was actively happening.
Due to my work as the Sexton I started a routine, from a routine came normalcy, from that came a friendship, and now a group of new friends. Almost a family all working together to see me develop into more.
From struggles to and my old self; but now a return to better a Hector.
I’m now Cancer free, know what the role of a Sexton is and confident that I’m rebuilding and
moving forward. Thank you everyone for supporting St Anna’s because thru your support St
Anna’s you offered me support at a time when I needed most. See you at service someday soon.
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The Readings for Sunday
The First Lesson Acts 3:12-19
Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us,
as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed
the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his
name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”
Psalm 4 Cum invocarem
1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; *
you set me free when I am hard-pressed;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; *
how long will you worship dumb idols
and run after false gods?"
3 Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; *
when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me.
4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; *
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
5 Offer the appointed sacrifices *
and put your trust in the Lord.
6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" *
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord.
7 You have put gladness in my heart, *
more than when grain and wine and oil increase.
8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; *
for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety.
The Epistle 1 John 3:1-7
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify
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themselves, just as he is pure.
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who
sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does
what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
The Gospel Luke 24:36b-48
Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled
and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And
when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him
a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You
are witnesses of these things.

Our Mission

S ain t A nn a’s

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing
relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates
the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and
hospitality. "

1313 Esplanade Ave.
New Orleans, LA. 70116
Office: 504-947-2121
Email: admin@stannanola.org

The Collect for Third Sunday of Easter

O

God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread:
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

In Service to the Church 4-18-2021
Altar Servers:
Luigi Sub Deacon
Bill Glew Thurifer
Celeste Gilbert Crucifer
Reader: Lori Ranner

Audio Visual - Jack Craft/Sean
Hospitality:
Gary V.—Host
Roberta W.—Usher

