
The Feast of the Resurrection 

Easter Solemn High Festival Mass 
A comprehensive guide for Virtual Worship 

St. Anna’s Episcopal Church 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans LA 70115 

www.stannanola.org 
 

The Very Rev. William H. Terry, Rector 

In the Year of Our Lord 2021 
 



Prelude:            Toccata in G Major  Theodore Dubois 

 

Rite II Solemn High Mass 

 

The Paschal Candle is lit 

 

Unlike other masses the Paschal Candle will be lit in the Sanctuary whilst the Exultet 

is being sung. All other candles will be lite by the acolyte and celebrant. 

 

The Exultet  

 

Dating back to at least the mid 8th century recorded by English priest and scholar      

Alcuin of York this introduction to Easter is also associated with the lighting or first 

light of the Paschal Candle the symbol of new life and the Risen Life in Christ. Today’s 

Cantor will sing this deeply passionate piece. This piece will be sung by soloist Erin 

Rosen with choir responses: 

 

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 

O Universe, dance around God’s throne! 

Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 

Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation! 

Rejoice, O earth, in glory, revealing the splendour of your creation, 

radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King! 

Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you! 

Darkness vanishes for ever! 

Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 

The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines upon you! 

Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy. 

 

It is right and good that with hearts and minds and voices 

we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God, 

through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who has saved us by his death, 

paid the price of Adam’s sin, 

and reconciled us once again to you. 

For this is the Passover feast, 

when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain 

whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful. 

This is the day when you first saved our ancestors, 

freeing Israel from her slavery 

and leading her safely through the sea. 

This is the day when Jesus Christ vanquished hell, 

broke the chains of death 



and rose triumphant from the grave. 

This is the day when all who believe in him are freed from sin, 

restored to grace and holiness, 

and share the victory of Christ. 

This is the day that gave us back what we had lost; 

beyond our deepest dreams 

you made even our sin a happy fault. 

Crowning glory of all feasts! 

Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is washed away, 

lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy. 

Feast truly blessed, when hatred is cast out, 

peace and justice find a home, and heaven is joined to earth 

and all creation reconciled to you. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy 

accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering. 

Grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light. 

For Christ the morning star has risen in glory; 

Christ is risen from the dead and his flame of love still burns within us! 

Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world! 

Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Then shall take place the blessing of the baptismal font and the water therein.  

 

Celebrant: 

May this water receive by the Holy Spirit the grace of your Only Begotten Son, so that 

human nature, created in your image and washed clean through the Sacrament of 

Baptism from all the squalor of the life of old, may be found worthy to rise to the life of 

newborn children through water and the Holy Spirit.  

 

The Paschal Candle is lowered into the water 

 

May the power of the Holy Spirit, O Lord, we pray, come down through your Son into 

the fullness of this font, [and holding the candle in the water, he continues:] so that all 

who have been buried with Christ by baptism into death may rise again to life with 

him.” (From the Easter blessing of the Baptismal Water) 

 

 



Choir Entrance Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today  Hymnal 207 

The Altar Party will now process to the sanctuary lighting altar candles, office lights, 

and censing the altar.  

Celebrant:   Alleluia Christ is risen 

People:   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

The Celebrant :  There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People    There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Celebrant    One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People    One God and Father of all. 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 

People    And also with you. 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 

 

 

The Collect of the Day The Celebrant says the Collect (a prayer for this day). 

 

The Collect for Easter Sunday 

 

O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, 

and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so 

to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection: 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen 

 

A fifth  

century  

Baptismal 

font or pool 

found in 

modern 

day  

Bulgaria 

 



 

Choir :   Gloria       S-280 

 

The Lessons 

The people sit. The first lesson is read. 

 

Acts 10:34-43  -  Gentiles Hear the Good News 

 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 

peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses 

to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 

on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 

him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name.” 

 

After each Reading, the Reader will say The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God 

 

The baptism of a child circa  

 

Catacombs of Callisto: The Catacomb(s) 

of Callixtus (also known as the Cemetery 

of Callixtus) is one of the Catacombs of 

Rome on the Appian Way, most notable 

for containing the Crypt of the 

Popes (Italian: Cappella dei Papi), which 

once contained the tombs of several 

popes from the 2nd to 4th centuries. 

 



 

In lieu of the appointed psalm, as permitted by the Book of Common Prayer, a choral 

Canticle, “Dignus est agnus”- Song to the Lamb” Canticle 18 (setting by James L. 

Denman) WLP 894. The text of the Canticle is as follows: 

 

Splendor and honor and royal pow’r 

are yours by right, O God Most High, 

For you created everything that is, 

and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, 

for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

From every family, language, people, and nation, 

a royal priesthood to serve our God. 

And so, to the One who sits upon the throne, 

and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, 

for ever and for evermore. 

 

The second lesson is sung or read. 

 

Colossians 3:1-4 - The New Life in Christ 

 

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to 

you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are 

being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you 

have come to believe in vain.  For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in 

turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that 

he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more 

than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 

some have died.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  Last of all, as to 

one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be 

called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am 

what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked 

harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 

me.  Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

 

The Reader will then say The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God 
 

The Gospel will be read or sung by the Deacon of the Mass from the Pace so that all 

may see and hear in this celebration and remain safe. It will also enhance our video 

presentation.  

 



 

Please stand for the Sequence hymn.     Christ has risen, Alleluia          LEVAS 41   

   

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (16:1-8) 

 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first 

day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to 

one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When 

they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 

back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting 

on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you 

are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 

Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out 

and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said 

nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  

 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

After the Gospel, the Reader says The Gospel of the Lord. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Organ voluntary  
 

The Sermon -  An exposition on the scripture readings is customary.  
 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
 

The Celebrant says:  The Candidate(s) for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

 

Infants and Younger Children:  Then the candidates unable to answer for themselves 

are presented individually by their Parents and Godparents, as follows 

 

Parents/Godparents: I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

 

When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents 

 

Celebrant: Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is 

brought up in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents/Godparents: I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant: Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the 

full  stature of Christ? 

Parents/Godparents: I will, with God’s help. 



 

Then the Celebrant asks the following of the parents and godparents who speak on 

behalf of the infants and younger children 

 

Question  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel 

against God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 

Question  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy 

the creatures of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Question  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 

Question  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer I do. 

Question  Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer  I do. 

Question  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

Answer  I do. 

 

The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying:  Will you who witness these vows do 

all in your power to support these 

persons in their life in Christ? 

People: We will. 
Celebrant: Let us join with these persons who are committing themselves to Christ and 

renew our own Baptismal Covenant. 

Celebrant : Do you believe in God the Father? 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Celebrant : Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 
Celebrant : Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. 
Celebrant : Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 

of bread, and in the prayers? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 

and return to the Lord? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 



Celebrant:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant : Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 

People : I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 

Prayers for the Candidates 

The Celebrant then to the congregation:  Let us now pray for those persons who are to 

receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

The Celebrant says 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may 

live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives 

and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving over the Water 

 
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying: The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant:        We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy  

Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out 

of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the  

baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead  



us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.   

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 

death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come 

to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

 

The Baptism 

 
Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting priest or 

deacon, who then immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate, saying 

 

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. N., 

you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray 

 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed 

upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of 

grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning 

heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift 

of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

 

When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says:  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 

Celebrant and People:  We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith 

of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his  

eternal priesthood. 

 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People   And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. It is the 

tradition of St. Anna to greet one another and to make announcements about our 

congregational life during this time. 

 

The Altar will now be set as the choir will sing the offertory Anthem. 

 

Choir Offertory Anthem: Ascribe to the Lord   Dan Edwards 



Once the gifts of the people are offered, the table set and all is prepared the choir will 

now sing: 

        Praise      God     from   whom  all       bless  -  ings         flow.    Praise 

  him,  all  crea-tures   here  be    -     low;   praise    him   a  -  bove,  ye 

    heav’n - ly      host;   praise      Fa - ther, Son and    Ho  -  ly          Ghost 

On this most atypical of recent Easters many will not receive the 

body and blood of Jesus physically. But spiritually know that you 

are of the body of Christ and this action reminds that Jesus is always 

present and dwelling among us through the Holy Spirit. Likewise as 

the tabernacle will receive this sacramental food we will know that 

Jesus is truly present in a unique and profound way. 

 



 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Fa-

ther Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Here a Proper Preface is said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name 

the choir will sing the Santus S-171: 
 

 

The Holy Communion  

BCP 361 Eucharistic Prayer A 



Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 

Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 

one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms 

upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 

whole world. 

 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand 

upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup 

and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remem-

brance of me.” 

 

The celebrant will kneel in honor of the coming of our Lord into the sacrament. He will 

rise and elevate the flesh of Christ incarnate so that all may adore our Lord. At this 

elevation many will make an outward sign of adoration in the form of the sign of the 

cross.   Bells will be rung announcing each movement of this adoration. 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me.”    

 

Likewise, the celebrant will again kneel and elevate the precious blood of Christ Jesus. 

Again, signs of adoration may be made  and bells will be rung announcing each 

movement. 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues (the following words are called the Epiclesis or invocation of 

the Holy Spirit to be upon the Eucharistic elements and upon us. A sign of the cross is 

often made during the benediction.) 

 

 

 

 



The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 

Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify  us also that we 

may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 

and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

At this point, with the following words, the celebrant will make a three fold sign of the 

cross over the consecrated bread and wine signifying the unity of the Trinity. The      

celebrant will then elevate the bread and wine as the body and blood of Christ Jesus. It 

is customary, for some, to make the sign of the cross  as a visible sign of adoration and 

respect for the real presence of our Lord Jesus among us.  

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 



The Celebrant : And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen.  



The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  

 

 

 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. Behold, behold the 

Lamb of God which was given for thee.  Lord I am not worthy that Thou shouldst come 

under my roof. 

 

People But say the word only and my soul shall be healed.  
 

A bell will be rung signifying that the people are to stand and begin to process forward 

socially distancing invited by the ushers by pew. We will all receive in unison at the 

words, “The body of Christ. The bread of heaven.” 

 

Hymns or Anthems may be sung during this period.    See following pages. 

 

The choir will sing the fraction anthem S-171. 



 

Choir:  I am the bread of life    Hymnal 335 

 

 

The Altar will then be ceremonial cleared showing reverence for the sacred vessels.  

 

Once all is complete the celebrant will say, “Let us pray” 

 

God of abundance 

you have fed  

with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 

the true body and blood of our savior; 

you have united us 

with Christ and one another; 

and you have made us one 

with all of your people in heaven and on earth. 

Now send us forth 

in the power of your spirit, 

that we proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

and continue forever 

in the risen life of Christ our savior. 

 

The celebrant will now offer a blessing to the people.  

 

The altar party will form as we sing our closing hymn….. 

 

Closing Hymn:  He is risen    Hymnal 180 

 

 



St. Anna’s Mission Statement 
The following Mission Statement was crafted in 2015 by the Vestry 

 
"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing relationship with Christ, to declare the     
liberating power of the Gospel, and to be the church that demonstrates the love of Christ 
through works of justice, mercy, empowerment and hospitality." 
 

St. Anna’s Prayer for Mission 
 

Bless, O Lord, this Urban Mission, set apart to the glory of your great name and the benefit of your Holy 
Church; and grant that your Name may be worshipped here in truth and purity to all generations. Give your 
grace and wisdom to all the authorities, that they may exercise holy discipline, and be themselves patterns of 
holiness, simplicity, and self-denial. Bless all who serve the common good here; take from them all pride, van-
ity, and self-conceit, and give them true humility and self-abasement. Enlighten their minds, subdue their 
wills, purify their hearts, and so penetrate them with your Spirit and fill them with your love, that they may 
go forth animated with earnest zeal for your glory; and may your ever living Word so dwell within their 
hearts, that they may speak with that resistless energy of love which shall melt the hearts of sinners to the 
love of you. Open, O Lord, the hearts and hands of your people, that they may be ready to give and glad to 
distribute to our necessities. Bless the founders and benefactors of St. Anna’s Church and Mission, and    
recompense them with the riches of your everlasting kingdom, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

Easter Flowers  are given to the 

Greater Glory of God  

In Memory of 

Wilmuth DeBow Saunders Rutledge 
who joins us today in spirit. 

 

The Alexander and DeBow families 
 


