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Why don't’ more Christians attend Holy Week services? It stymies me every
year. As little as six or seven years ago we would have 40-50 people attend
each of the Holy Week services. We would have a waiting list for the Chapel
of Repose. What has the Christian community lost by choosing other
preoccupations over attending these most Holy of Days?
Vicki sits patiently with me on the back porch as we drink coffee. It is my
annual rant. “Why don’t more people attend Holy Week services?! It is killing
me; it’s heart breaking.” We say “we love Jesus” is that a platitude? I know that
I am sounding preachy but then again, I am a preacher. I often see memes that
say real love and real friendship is when someone stays with you during your
darkest hours. Do we really believe that? If so, how does that square with our
relationship to Jesus? Are our liturgies and rituals simply metaphors?
Myopic. That is the word, myopic. It means to have a narrow field of vision.
To be very near sighted. It is true that my world exists around church and all
things church. My best friends are so called “church rats.” For over 15 years I
have centered my life on church things and its seasons. So, my view may be
narrow when it comes to church Feasts and Fasts. The most cherished of
those Seasons, for me, is Holy Week.
In my own broken way, I understand the Cross and crucifixion on a personal
level. I love some of the other seasons just as so many do. Christmas and
candlelight with those great hymns. The strength and grandeur of a High
Easter Festival Mass and the solemnity of Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament. All are fine and noble and speak to my soul. Yet, I understand and
have a certain kinship with Holy Week.
That week is above all others the most sacred
time in the Christian calendar and by extension
includes Easter. It is a sum of its parts. The
soulful tones of psalms and Laminations of
Tenebrae; the suffering servanthood and
foundation of Eucharist at the Last Supper; the
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depth and very personal reflections taken during the Chapel of Repose, “Could you
not stay with be but for one hour?”; the agony and profound sorrows encountered
in Good Friday’s passion. Then in our exhaustion and pause of the soul, comes
Easter with its abundance and message of hope and new life! It is a sum of its
various parts.
After this very long season of pandemic Holy Week speaks to my heart and soul
and perhaps yours too if you listen. This season of Pandemic has been so much
more than a “Novel Corona Virus” it has been Insurrection, Black Lives Matter,
disproportionate economic systems, and health care disparities laid bare. It has
been mass shootings and the brilliance of vaccines that cure; of virtual everything
and educators among others finding new horizons. It has been a season of
isolation and estrangements. It has been, I believe a Holy Week experiences
extended. I began Lent by saying we have been living Lent for over a year. I am
saying it has been Holy Week for over a year. It should be soulfully acknowledged.
Even apart from this past year Holy Week should be an integral part of our faith
and its fullest expression.

For our
sake he
was
crucified
under
Pontius
Pilate,
he
suffered
death
and was
buried,

It seems to me that if one attends one or more of the Holy Week services one will
move from platitude to experience. One will start to live into what we say we
believe and say on most Sundays:
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
Just last Sunday we did a dive into John’s Gospel and we were reminded of that
often-quoted text in John 3:16. Do we believe this?
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
The Introduction to the New Zealand Book of Common Prayer puts it this
way: Liturgy describes the people of God. Liturgy expresses who we believe we are in the presence
of God. Liturgy reveals the God whom we worship. Liturgy reflects our mission. I suppose
that is the point that I am making. Liturgy reflects our mission(s), reveals God, and
expresses who we are before God. Holy Week is a statement and a conduit to, I
believe, a deeper kind of holiness.
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“Lex orandi, lex credendi, lex vivendi (Latin: "the law of what is prayed [is] what is believed [is]
the law of what is lived"), is a motto in Christian tradition, which means that prayer and belief are
integral to each other and that liturgy is not distinct from theology. Lex orandi, lex credendi is a
fundamental character of Anglicanism.” Thank you, Wikipedia!
At the end of the day Holy Week speaks to all of our shared experiences. It is a way to
acknowledge those experiences and immerse ourselves in the very heart of Jesus and his
continuing presence among us. How will you respond to Jesus? Will you be willing to give up an
evening or two to find out? Will you continue to say you believe but have doubts or will you seek
and find Jesus in these dramatic sacerdotal rituals. These days are, if nothing else, experiential.
They have the potential to move us and to transform us. There is power in each and every step of
the Way during Holy Week.
I suppose this is my rant. I suppose this is an invitation to have your heart broken and your soul
renewed. One week only in the life of Christians who believe or are in the process of believing
once again. Please, I beseech you make an old priest happy and attend these most significant of
services. Make a reservation with “faith and thanksgiving” that we share this common life in the
Cross.

The Chapel of Repose 2019
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From The Corners by Nadia Bolz-Weber
(Submitted by Br. Don)

Dear God,
I don’t know how to do this part. I don’t know how to stop that embarrassing, “but
when is it MY turn?” thought when I see others getting their vaccination. I don’t
know how to wait well. God, I also don't know how to do the next part. How will I
stop fearing that our human bodies are a danger to each other?
Gently remind me that a year ago I didn't know how to live through the
evaporation of all my plans, and unrelenting death, and social turmoil, and an
isolation I thought I surely could not bear. I did not know how I was going to live
without travel and sacraments and movie theaters and hugs and yet ... somehow, I
did.
Help me remember that we somehow got through this year without first knowing
how we would do it and that you have been in every moment already, and you will
be in every moment to come. So, I thank you that you are my somehow, that your
I thank you sweet Holy Spirit has accompanied me, equipped me, and comforted me – even
that you are when I failed to notice it, feel it, believe it or be grateful for it. Amen.

my
somehow

Easter 2018
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Palm Sunday, 2020
Day after day, they return.
No mule ride or adoring crowd,
no hosannas or palm branches,
not even supper with friends,
sharing bread and wine.
Day after day they return
comfortable shoes, shower caps,
homemade masks, goggles,
latex gloves, some shiny black
pinafores made of garbage bags.
Day and night they return,
heading into the contagion,
knowing that an unguarded touch,
sneeze or cough could bring
death by asphyxiation.
Still they return, walking into tents,
down overstuffed corridors, past
exhausted colleagues and bedridden patients,
through the doors of the ICU, each one willing
to sacrifice, each one a Jesus in blue scrubs.
Bonnie Bishop 17 Little Nahant Road Nahant
MA 01908
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Standing in Solidarity
RESOLUTION OF THE VESTRY OF
OF
ST. ANNA’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, NEW ORELANS
WHEREAS the horrendous murders in Atlanta and recent attacks on Asian Americans, including
women and elders of the community, have been increasing.
WHEREAS these incidents were proceeded by many inflammatory statements made in the media
about and against the Asian American community by demagogic leaders and hate-mongers.
WHEREAS these incidents and statements have created a hostile and fearful environment that
negatively effects the quality of social interactions for many people of color;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED as follows:
1.We the vestry and congregation of St. Anna’s Episcopal Church offer our support to the
members of the Asian American community as brothers and sisters in faith.
2 Let it be known that you are in our thoughts and prayers, and we pledge our support through
this time of turmoil.
I , The Very Rev. William H. Terry, the undersigned certify that this Resolution was adopted at
regularly or specially noticed meeting of the vestry on March 18, 2021 at which a quorum of the
vestry was present, and at which the requisite percentage of the quorum voted to adopt the
Resolution according to the bylaws of St. Anna’s Episcopal Church.

By:

Title Rector, Saint Anna’s Episcopal Church in New Orleans
NOTE: On the 5th Sunday in Lent , March 21, 2021 , the congregation attending
was polled and voted unanimously to passs this same Resolution.
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Palm Sunday and Holy Week Instructions
Palm Sunday 10:00 a.m. 3/28/2021
Meet at Dodwell House 1519 Esplanade in the court yard at 10:00 a.m.
Enter through driveway gate.
Pods and individuals must socially distance (6') and wear facemasks.
Palms will be blessed and yoy will be invited to come and take palms.
The Storyville Stompers Brass Band will play a series of hymns
Between the series of hymns we will pray
One the Liturgy of the Palms is completed you will be invited to Mass
You will wander down to the Church and enter as usual
Mass will begin at 10:30 a.m.
You may skip the Palm Liturgy and go straight to church to await us.
Our closing hymn will be played by the Storyville Stompers in the Courtyard.
Our closing hymn will be "I'll fly away."
Holy Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 3/31/2021
Please make a Reservation. "Readers are encouraged to volunteer"
We hope to offer Tenebre services with Cantor and Choir
Maundy Thursday 6:00 p.m. 4/1/2021
Make a reservation
Bring new socks or t-shirts as a sign of servanthood to be given to homeless.
There will be symbolic foot washing
Make a reservation for a one hour time of vigil in The Chapel of Repose
A guard will be available for those who "watch" throughout the night
Good Friday - Noon Virtual Stations of the Cross; 6:00 p.m. Mass 4/2/2021
Make a reservation for the Mass.
The Passion is read
A powerful and creative form of Veneration of the Cross will be offered.
Remaining Reserved Sacrament consumed.
Easter Sunday Mass starts at 10:30 a.m. 4/4/2021
We will offer Reservations for up to 50 persons (family groups or "pods" accomodated.
A full festival mass with Baptism.
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Our Scholarship Fund Update
Remember that you can use either
GoFundMe or make a direct donation.

We now have a total in
donations of: $10, 625.00
Can we get to $15,000?!
Our fund ‘s goal is to establish a
baseline of financial support for
present and future scholars. Giving for
Greatness is the best gift of all. For
further information contact :
Fr.bill@stannanola.org or
Call 504-947-2121 ask for Fr. Bill
Or simply mail a check to St. Anna’s
Finally: www.gf.me/u/zhwncx

“Jesus' resurrection is the
beginning of God's new
project not to snatch
people away from earth
to heaven but to colonize
earth with the life of
heaven. That, after all, is
what the Lord's Prayer is
about.”
― N.T. Wright, Surprised
by Hope: Rethinking Heaven,
the Resurrection, and the
Mission of the Church
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POST TRAUMATIC STRESS
The Trauma of the Cross: A Narrative for Healing

Calvary’s Cross
The redemptive aspects of the cross include understanding
the role of the Holy Spirit, his indwelling presence, and his
work of regeneration (Rom. 5:3–5; 8:14–17; Titus 3:5–7).
Regeneration produces a “new self ” which, according to
Scripture, “is being renewed in knowledge after the image
of its Creator” (Col. 3:10). This regenerative concept speaks
to the believer’s intrinsic worth before God. It identifies his
or her uniqueness in the new creation as one who has been
given a new identity, one who has been transferred from the
“domain of darkness” to the “kingdom of his beloved Son”
(Col. 1:13).
The believer’s new status before God poses new possibilities, imparts new insights, and provides
hope for renewal—the very things sufferers desire to receive. A believer’s union with Christ
qualifies the believer to share in the accomplishments of Christ—his death, burial, and resurrection—resulting in a new kind of life, free from the enslavement of sin (Rom. 6:3–11). Believers
are citizens of heaven and are loved and accepted by God (Gal. 2:20; Phil. 3:20; 1 John 3:1).
Through spiritual adoption, all believers are treated as sons and enjoy the benefits of sonship,
including unfettered access to God and a newfound intimacy with him (Rom. 8:12–17).
An understanding of the cross of Christ leads one to explore the problem of evil and suffering.
Through the cross, we address the various and multifaceted dimensions of suffering, including
guilt, shame, fear, pain, isolation, abandonment, and loss. The cross reveals the physiological,
psychological, and spiritual effects of trauma.
Jesus' crucifixion and subsequent resurrection suggest hope for the PTSD sufferer. The traumatic event of Christ’s death finds new meaning in the resurrection. On one hand, there is tragedy; on the other, there is triumph. Addressing the juxtaposition of tragedy and triumph, we
learn there is great utility in understanding trauma and personal tragedy through the lens of
Christ’s crucifixion. That event and its consequences suggest personal suffering may be viewed
as something beneficial and an occasion for growth
Continued on next page
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The Meaning of Christ’s Suffering
Christ’s suffering was essential for the salvation of humankind. Hebrews 2:9–10 teaches that
Christ, by his suffering, qualified himself to be the founder of our salvation. Verse 10 says, “For it
was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should
make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.”
Christ’s suffering fitted him for the task of redemption. The word translated “perfect” is teleioun,
which comes from the adjective teleios. According to William Barclay, “The basic meaning
of teleios in the New Testament is always that the thing or person so described fully carries out
the purpose or the plan for which he or it was purposed and designed.”16 Hence, in his suffering,
Christ fulfilled the purposes of God regarding the redemption of humanity. Christ’s humanity
made our redemption possible. Barclay concludes, “If Jesus had come into this world in a form in
which He could never have suffered, He would have been quite different from men; He would
have been no Saviour for men.”
Christ’s identity with humanity through suffering enabled him to sympathize with humanity (Heb.
4:15). It is precisely his humanity that enables the sufferer to relate to him and identify with him.
As one who is uniquely qualified to save humankind and sympathize with it, Jesus understands
human need and provides help (Heb. 4:15–16). Barclay adds, “The supreme truth of Jesus is that
because He went through things Himself He can help others who are going through
them.”18 Here in this passage is an important point to emphasize as you work with warriors suffering with PTS: Jesus is qualified to help. He shares suffering and pain with all of those who suffer today. He knows what it is like because he has experienced it.
These excerpts pulled from Beyond Trauma by Dean Bonura (USA Ret.)

Some Dates to Remember
3/28
4/1
4/2
4/3
4/4

Palm Sunday - Reservations Required with the Storyville Stompers (more later)
Maundy Thursday—Reservations Required—limited foot washing and Chapel of
Repose starting at 6:30 p.m.
Good Friday: Noon Stations of the Cross by Reservation; 6:30 The Passion and
Veneration of the Cross by Reservation.
Holy Saturday. Altar Guild dresses the church.
Easter Sunday. Limited Seating Reservations only starting at 10:30 a.m.

Please note: We are still working out the details of how these services will best
serve the community and remain safe. Much more will be published as we approach
the apogee of our Christian faith in Holy Week. Please Stay Tuned!
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Mark your Calendars
The Ordination of Luigi Mandile
To the Sacred Order of Deacons
At St. Anna’s
Wednesday June 16th at 6:00 p.m.
Make your Reservations Now
We are requesting the following items for the
Homeless outreach Ministry.
- Clean Plastic Grocery Bags
- Travel Size Hygiene Wipes
- Soft Low Sugar Granola or Protein Bars
- Single Packed Tooth Brushes
- Travel Size Tubes of Tooth Paste
- Travel Size Deoderant
- XXL Clean New TShirts
- Low Sugar Protein Drinks
* Please note we are not set up to receive donations of clothes.
Thank you all for your generous donations.
Peace
Br Don

Gifts to the Homeless Outreach Mission may be donated by placing items in
our giving basket at the entrance of the church or drop off during weekdays.
You all are the best!
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The Church Office
will be closed
For the week of April 5-10
The Readings for Sunday and beyond
As we enter Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and then Easter we enter into a rich and varied abundance
of texts. Honestly there are too many to print in this edition. Therefore, I am giving you a link
which I highly recommend that you access before these worship services. They will help give you
some context. In fact I would recommend an Annotated Bible and consider reading the notes.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/
This is a very easy to use resource now and as the year unfolds. In addition here is a link to several
commentaries and other Bible Study tools that you may find interesting.:

https://biblehub.com/commentaries/
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A personal Soulful Sunday Message
NOTE: The following essay is printed with permission of Keith who is a member of Christ Church Cathedral
and married to Billy.
A personal Soulful Sunday message; especially to
my LGBT family who’ve grown disdain toward
Church through outrage, humiliation, rejection
and judgmental condemnation for who we are,
Gods creation, particularly by the vast extreme
hypocrisy they preach, the lecherous and
pedophilic harm they’ve committed and, who’ve
done just about everything they could to destroy
our spirit. Concomitantly, the Navajo Indians
have for centuries recognized and praised our
dual spirit existence, our art, our flair, our
sweetness, and appreciation for our gifted
perspective on life in a way heterosexuals simply
can’t have the capacity to do so.

Billy (L) and Keith (R)

For many years, I was a Recovering Roman Catholic for all the almost never ending HELL I
suffered at their hands, literally, and the multitude of repetitive powerful words of which were and
are often a constant barrage of abuse of the pulpit. As a Catholic school kid, I loved mass, serving
as an altar boy, all the high ritual, serious talent choral music, incense and pomp. It truly was
transcendental. And there are so many virtuous core principles that have formed my soul to never
lose faith and function amongst humanity. Faith has done a lot for me to retain Hope and Charity
for those less fortunate and in need. It’s the foundation of my raison d’etre. I don’t have kids but I
have tens of nephews and nieces, greats, and great greats. But my child is my genuine concern for
redeemed social conditions. I didn’t need church for that. But there was always that bit of peace
and endorphin rush that was missed.
Falling in love 36years ago really ended that hope of my faith ever accepting us as a loving
committed couple as we were a blatant symbol and the embodiment of everything they despised
and against that of which they preached. And my now, spouse, who was a Baptist was rejected in a
bit different way. He was simply going to Hell. Oh, that abused pulpit!
Fast forward to 2008, while at the funeral for a patient who lived an absolutely benevolent life with
his partner of 35 years and pioneering activists and philanthropy for, and to so many of the
downtrodden, LGBT folks left on the streets from disownment and rejection from their mostly
evangelical families. You know the Gospels? Where there is not one word mentioned about
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homosexuality by Jesus of Nazareth in any of the thousands of interpretations
over 2000 years? It is my own Bishop Morris Thompson that personally let me
in on that fact in a conversation when we were discussing TEC’s blessings of
same sex marriages.
Well, when the Episcopal priest eulogized Albert [at Saint Anna's] and spoke of
his blessed sacred life with Stewart over the past 35 years, and all they had done
together, he said New Orleans was a much better place as a result of their
commitment and life institution they lived.
I was so in shock that I had heard those words coming from a pulpit. I couldn’t
believe what I was hearing. I had heard that the Episcopal Church had ordained
a gay bishop but didn’t think much of it due to my Roman Catholic arrogant
supremacy indoctrination that we were the only true Christian religion.
Somehow, in my 12 years of daily Religious instruction, the Reformation was
mentioned but it was never taught as to why so many walked out of that terribly
corrupt and evil institution at the time as the Renaissance began to open
thought and people asked questions that one would have been labeled as
heretics and boiled in oil during the Dark and Middle Ages.
I began to research why a gay Bishop was ordained, then learned that women
and Gays and Lesbians were also ordained as priests and bishops. We now have
transgender priests too. What was happening here?
I always knew that King Henry VIII wanted a divorce and, that’s why he left the
Roman Church. I would also learn that was mostly bullshit, and just the tip of
the iceberg because the Pope, then a king would tax all colonies of their Empire
and so Henry said F*** You! And I’m not sending my army to be part of your
pillaging, plundering, tortuous, and murderous Crusades that you, King Pope
that claim it to be in the name of God. Bishops and Priests of Apostolic
Succession renounced their loyalty to the Pope, who is nothing more than the
Hymn Selections for Worship
Voluntary:

Land of Rest

arr. Dale Wood

Opening Hymn:

In the Cross of Christ I Glory

Hymnal 441

Gospel Hymn:

Crus Fudelis Inter Omnes

WLP 737

Offertory:

It is Well With My Soul

arr. K. Leach

Communion:

And Now, O Father, Mindful of the Love

Hymnal 337

Closing Hymn:

We'll Understand It Better By and By

LEVAS 207
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Bishop of Rome. They did not renounce their Catholic faith or liturgy. They were ordained in
Apostolic succession which means a bishop ordains a priest and a bishop is ordained by 3
bishops, and this line of succession goes all the way back to the Apostles who ordained the first
Bishops. The New Church of England bishops and priests pledged allegiance to their King and
life went on. Some traditions were discarded as idolatrous and others were added over the past
500 years. After the American revolution, American Bishops and priests renounced their
allegiance to King George III and the Episcopal Church was born. Since then, TEC reconciled
and are now still independent but in communion with the Anglican Catholic communion of
churches around the world with the Church of England who is lead by the Archbishop of
Canterbury. And the A of C leads, not rules. He is not Authoritarian.
Why all this? Just to say that my spouse and I were married by an ordained priest in the
Apostolic line of succession who is a woman, in a nuptial mass at St Bartholomew Episcopal
Church in NYC. And since same sex marriage is law of the land, we also have LGBT weddings
in our Episcopal churches here in Louisiana where the LGBT community is not only welcomed
but celebrated and blessed.
My church, the Christ Church Episcopal Cathedral, New Orleans, see of the Episcopal Diocese
of Louisiana is an absolute blessing in my life. After giving up on church with disdain for
decades, it found me, I certainly wasn’t looking. I credit it for the support it has given me in my
medical drama and unexplainable survival these past 8 years as well as for my marriage over the
last 7 years. It’s simply been the cherry and whipped cream in my life and I wish more of my
friends could experience what a completeness and warmth it has given to restore my soul. And
in such a surprising way.
[NOTE: Episcopal Churches in New Orleans are all Queen affirming churches. We welcome
LGBTQ+ Transgender, Gender fluid, Bi - your sexual identity simply is not something to
exclude you but rather to celebrate you.]

“Hearts rebuilt from hope
resurrect dreams killed by hate.”
― Aberjhani, The River of
Winged Dreams

S ain t A nn a’s

1313 Esplanade Ave.
New Orleans, LA. 70116
Office: 504-947-2121
Email: admin@stannanola.org

Our Mission
"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing
relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates
the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and
hospitality. "

The Collect for Palm Sunday

A

lmighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners:
Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that,
among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed
where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Easter 2019

