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What does service look like?

Katharine Hepburn, in her own words:

“Once when I was a teenager, my
tather and I were standing in line to
buy tickets for the circus.

Finally, there was only one other
tamily between us and the ticket
counter. This family made a big

impression on me.

There were eight children, all
probably under the age of 12. The
way they were dressed, you could tell
they didn't have a lot of money, but
their clothes were neat and clean.

The children were well-behaved, all of them standing in line, two-by-two
behind their parents, holding hands. They were excitedly jabbering about the
clowns, animals, and all the acts they would be seeing that night. By their
excitement you could sense they had never been to the circus before. It would

be a highlight of their lives.

The father and mother were at the head of the pack standing proud as could
be. The mother was holding her husband's hand, looking up at him as if to
say, ""You're my knight in shining armor." He was smiling and enjoying seeing
his family happy.

The ticket lady asked the man how many tickets he wanted? He proudly
responded, "I'd like to buy eight children's tickets and two adult tickets, so I
can take my family to the circus." The ticket lady stated the price.

The man's wife let go of his hand, her head dropped, the man's lip began to
quiver. Then he leaned a little closer and asked, "How much did you say?" The
ticket lady again stated the price.
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The man didn't have enough money. How was he supposed to turn and tell his
eight kids that he didn't have enough money to take them to the circus?

Seeing what was going on, my dad reached into his pocket, pulled out a $20 bill,
and then dropped it on the ground. (We were not wealthy in any sense of the
word!) My father bent down, picked up the $20 bill, tapped the man on the
shoulder and said, "Excuse me, sit, this fell out of your pocket."

The man understood what was going on. He wasn't begging for a handout but
certainly appreciated the help in a desperate, heartbreaking and embarrassing
situation.

He looked straight into my dad's eyes, took my dad's hand in both of his, squeezed
tightly onto the $20 bill, and with his lip quivering and a tear streaming down his
cheek, he replied; "Thank you, thank you, sir. This really means a lot to me and my
family."

My father and I went back to our car and drove home. The $20 that my dad gave
away is what we were going to buy our own tickets with.

Although we didn't get to see the circus that night, we both felt a joy inside us that
was far greater than seeing the circus could ever provide.

That day I learned the value to give.

That da The giver is bigger than the receiver. If you want to be large, larger than life, learn
Yo Give. Love has nothing to do with what you are expecting to get - only with
I learned|what you are expecting to give - which is everything.
the value
i The importance of giving, blessing others can never be over emphasized because
L0 g1ve. | therce's always joy in giving. Learn to make someone happy by acts of giving.”

~ Katharine Hepburn (from Everything Good in the World)
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Service Can Take Many Forms

In two weeks we will enter Holy Week. In that week we will remember the night that our Savior
Jesus instituted the Eucharist and demonstrated a radical metaphor of service to his disciples. The
Book of Occasional Services” 2018 reminds us :

Fellow servants of onr Lord Jesus Christ: On the night before his death, Jesus set an
example for bis disciples by washing their feet, an act of humble service. He taught that
strength and growth in the life of the Kingdom of God come not by power, authority, or

even miracle, but by such lowly service.

Service in the name of Jesus is a privilege and
there is no dishonor in humility because service
rightly undertaken breeds humility. “To walk a
mile in the shoes of another” is the perspective
that best reflects the works of the living God.
Did your heart break when you saw a field of
tlags or tokens representing over 500,000
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Service is interrupting your daily routines to SRR £ ‘\ Va" ’ 1

pack a bag of groceries for someone that you

may never see. Not seeing them you will not have that sentimental value of feeling good
witnessing their thanksgiving. Perhaps that is a form of humility—doing the packing, feeding the
hungry, simply because they are hungry and there is no other reason needed. What are you willing
to give in order to serve. Hepburn’s father made a decision to be generous at his own expense and
that of his young daughter—yet what a gift they received.

The benefits of service, of humility, of empathy cannot be measured because they are
immeasurable. If you are searching for that sense of place in this radical community of
aspirational love consider Holy Week as an entry point. It is precisely the time to acknowledge the
old and to put it away. Lock away our sins as well as the associated guilt that too often begins to
shape us. As a nail is driven into the cross, so to will your shame and gilt be nailed to that cross
and it will no longer be yours to hoard—you will be free.

If you serve freely, give freely, love freely, and empathize freely join us for Holy Week so that you
may enter the intimacy of the cross because you will understand and in understanding be further
transformed into that person that Jesus acknowledges, “On this day you will be in paradise.”
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The Annual Parochial Report

The following is a narrative provided to the National Church regarding St. Anna’s

Saint Anna's is an urban inner city church with much of its congregation residing in a densely
populated area in the oldest historic districts of New Orleans. This community is diverse with a
large BIPOC population living alongside of privileged populations. NOLA was an "epicentet" of
the pandemic early on rivaling New York City in percentage of positivity and mortality rates.

As we began Lent our city and our Diocese closed public worship in response to the pandemic. In
an informal way clergy began to draw from each other on how to respond. The most prominent
feature of that response was the various uses of social media to maintain and perhaps build
communications with parishioners and anyone else seeking some spiritual comfort. This ushered
in, for us, a season of intimacy that is often lost in our more formal public worship. The intimacy
of the "camera", more often than not a simple mobile device, brought viewers into a closer
proximity with the celebrant. It felt more like "one on one", you and I, rather than celebrant and
congregation. We found a nuanced way to understand Good Friday and even Easter.

Discovering this new intimacy and possibility we experimented with worship services held in our
homes. Such was perhaps fun and even exciting in some ways. In my own experience I even had
an old dog wandering amongst my vestments as I prayed the mass in my home. Younger clergy
responded favorably and even with enthusiasm. One commented "Now this is doing real church!"
But we wondered a bit about what people wanted or needed.

There was, and to some degree remains, a conversation about the appropriateness of Eucharistic
worship via video. Our conversations brought us back in some ironic ways to our 16th century
conversations about Eucharistic worship, adorations, and the place of the Daily Office
rediscovered. This is an important distinction because Saint Anna's is and has been a progressive
Anglo Catholic parish; perhaps the only true Anglo Catholic Parish in the Diocese if not the
metro New Otrleans area. With this in mind our community culture of faith seemed to ask for
more than the Daily Office on Sunday. Our virtual community longed for the connections that
they knew and were accustomed to and that hinted at a need for ritual actions.

So, as the pandemic unfolded Saint Anna offered a form of Eucharistic Adoration including
exposition of the sacrament using a monstrance and ocular prayers. The response was that there
was a deep need to at least hear the Eucharistic prayers if not receive the sacrament. So, rather
quickly we learned that people want to bear witness to the Eucharistic service. Yet, there was
equally a need for prayer that the Daily Office could and has fulfilled.

-Continued on page 9-
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Palm Sunday and Holy Week Instructions

Palm Sunday 10:00 a.m. 3/28/2021
Meet at Dodwell House 1519 Esplanade in the court yard at 10:00 a.m.

Enter through driveway gate.
Pods and individuals must socially distance (6') and wear facemasks.
Palms will be blessed and yoy will be invited to come and take palms.
The Storyville Stompers Brass Band will play a series of hymns
Between the series of hymns we will pray
One the Liturgy of the Palms is completed you will be invited to Mass
You will wander down to the Church and enter as usual
Mass will begin at 10:30 a.m.
You may skip the Palm Liturgy and go straight to church to await us.
Our closing hymn will be played by the Storyville Stompers in the Courtyard.
Our closing hymn will be "I'll fly away."
Holy Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 3/31/2021
Please make a Reservation. "Readers are encouraged to volunteer"
We hope to offer Tenebre services with Cantor and Choir
Maundy Thursday 6:00 p.m. 4/1/2021
Make a reservation
Bring new socks or t-shirts as a sign of servanthood to be given to homeless.
There will be symbolic foot washing
Make a reservation for a one hour time of vigil in The Chapel of Repose
A guard will be available for those who "watch" throughout the night
Good Friday - Noon Virtual Stations of the Cross; 6:00 p.m. Mass 4/2/2021
Make a reservation for the Mass.
The Passion is read
A powerful and creative form of Veneration of the Cross will be offered.
Remaining Reserved Sacrament consumed.
Easter Sunday Mass starts at 10:30 a.m. 4/4/2021
We will offer Reservations for up to 50 persons (family groups or "pods" accomodated.

A full festival mass with Baptism.
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Youth Programs

Our Youth Programs are back in action on the church campus,
four days a week with a very limited capacity. We're following
COVID-19 precaution guidelines and, this month, our staff are
starting to receive their first round of vaccinations. We're offering
homework help, music lessons, social and life skill classes,
STEM/STEAM activities, field trips and much more. Meals and
snacks are served daily, and we provide roundtrip fransportation
to help our kids attend regularly.

Congratulations to one of our graduating seniors Derri P., who
has been accepted into LSU (Louisiana State University), Dillard
University, Xavier University, and UNO (University of New
Orleans).

Our Scholarship Fund Update

Remember that you can use either
GoFundMe or make a direct donation.

We now have a total in
donations of: $10, 625.00

Can we get to $15,000?!

Our fund ‘s goal is to establish a
baseline of financial support for
present and future scholars. Giving for
Greatness is the best gift of all. For
further information contact :

Fr.bill@stannanola.org or
Call 504-947-2121 ask for Fr. Bill
Or simply mail a check to St. Anna’s

Finally: www.gf.me/u/zhwncx

Upcoming Events

May 4th — GiveNOLA Day, a 24-hour event sponsored by the
Greater New Orleans Foundation to raise money for local non-
profits. This is our Youth Programs' biggest fundraiser, and we
need your support. To donate visit hitps:/fwww.givenola.org/annas-

place-nola

Coming in June — Fundraiser: Concert of French and
American Classical Clarinet, music by Darryl Durham. Proceeds
to support Summer Camp field tnps. For updates and volunteer
opportunities contact us at annasplacef@stannancla.org.

Pencil drawing by activist and

artist Charles O Anderson
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spotlight:

Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra's
Music for Life Program

oL P(

Yo LOUSANA PRILHARMONC

) ORCHESTRA

The Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra (LPO) Music for
Life program partners with community organizations and schools
throughout New Oreans, bringing exposure and the love of
classical music to at-risk youth for more than 10 years. During
the pandemic Music For Life instructors have been teaching
students music virtually for more than 10 months! More than 60%
of Anna’'s Place NOLA students, past and present, have been
afforded the opportunity to learn classical music because of this
program. To learn more, or help support, visit them online at:
lpomusic .com/education/music-for-life/

Thank You

Thomas Bryant
Kathleen & Greg Cannizzaro
Leroy 5. Close
Karen & Dave Daroca
Lon Frey
Pamela Garey
Dawid Griggs
Michael Haase
William & Sue Holshouser
Jenipher Jones
Carol M. Lochbrunner
John Logan
Tressy McKinney
Melinda Nicholson & Nick Trapani
Mary & Damian Peters
Louis & Claudia Pouey Jr.
Alberta Rocker
H. Downie & Sally Saussy
Gary Schwab
Manlyn Smith
Princess Stephanie
Maureen Tipton
Tonya & Chns Turgeon
Georgette Venn
Judy Vitrano
John Morgan Wilson

Anna’s Place NOLA

A place to grow

A time t0 know

A place to hope

A time to cope
A place of discovery

A\ time of recovery
A place to say “T am”
A time to Claim “] Can”
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We are requesting the following items for the
Homeless outreach Ministry.

- Clean Plastic Grocery Bags
- Travel Size Hygiene Wipes
- Soft Low Sugar Granola or Protein Bars
- Single Packed Tooth Brushes
- Travel Size Tubes of Tooth Paste
- Travel Size Deoderant
- XXL Clean New TShirts
- Low Sugar Protein Drinks

* Please note we are not set up to receive donations of clothes.
Thank you all for your generous donations.

Peace
Br Don

Gifts to the Homeless Outreach Mission may be donated by placing items in
our giving basket at the entrance of the church or drop off during weekdays.

You all are the best!

3/16
3/28
4/1

4/2

4/3
4/4

Some Dates to Remember
Vestry Meeting 6:30 p.m. In-person and via Zoom

Palm Sunday - Reservations Required with the Storyville Stompers (more later)

Maundy Thursday—Reservations Required—Iimited foot washing and Chapel of
Repose starting at 6:30 p.m.

Good Friday: Noon Stations of the Cross by Reservation; 6:30 The Passion and
Veneration of the Cross by Reservation.

Holy Saturday. Altar Guild dresses the church.
Easter Sunday. Limited Seating Reservations only starting at 10:30 a.m.

Please note: We are still working out the details of how these services will best
serve the community and remain safe. Much more will be published as we approach

the apogee of our Christian faith in Holy Week. Please Stay Tuned!
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Saint Anna's invested, based on our observation of other more tech savvy churches, in audio and
visual equipment, a sound board, and new wiring in the church. Quality media became important
and was very well received by our virtual communicants. The Mass with Music (using CDC best
practices) is said each Sunday and as we ease into in-person worship it remains so both virtually as
well as live. So the Eucharist in its various permutations was determined to be and remains the
central act of worship, virtually or in-person.

That said we encouraged and established a rota for Daily Prayer using a virtual format only in
homes with mobile devices on the Facebook Live platform. At this point we offer the Daily
Oftfice as follows: Morning Prayer 8:00 a.m., Noon Prayer, and Compline 9:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday. That has resulted in what we can call cell groups of 10-15 people who regularly
attend the Daily Office. Many of those persons are not local but represent people from coast to
coast. [Note: several of those same out of state "members" join us on Sundays as well]. Notably
the expenses for the equipment investment is about $5,000 and we intend to keep "broadcasting"
as a permanent feature of our church. The annual expense to operate this using one paid part time
staff member is about $10,000 per year. This added expense was unforeseen and we hope that in
time we can train volunteers to be able to produce our high quality videos.

Several innovations have been introduced such as using a g-tip type swab for Ash Wednesday;
Symbolic foot washing using only known "safe" pods of people such as the celebrants wife. Such
is the liturgical life at Saint Anna's but we are a mission driven church with over 50% of our
budget dedicated to outreach.

Saint Anna's has a staff to attend to the needs of underserved children via an out-of-school
program. We did a pivot to virtual learning only until CDC guidelines permitted limited in-person
contact. Such was important as much for the mental health of our children and families as it was
to facilitate education and enrichment.

Our modest food pantry which served 25-30 families per month jumped to 65-70 families per
month. Yet, donations of money and food increased keeping apace of the demand. At one point,
early on, for about two months collaborating restaurants worked to distribute 70 hot meals per day
within our community; generally to people who were not members of the congregation. In some
cases we delivered the meals to shut ins or those that lacked transportation. Allied to the food
pantry is a "homeless" ministry which offers limited food, socks, t-shirts and personal care items
to a large population that live near the church. In collaboration with New Orleans Office of
Homeland Security I am pleased to say, as an example, we have distributed over 2,000 MREs to
homeless peoples. Likewise, Bombas Socks sponsored a sock give away of over 2,000 pairs. Socks
which are important for homeless peoples. The distribution was done where homeless live using
"blessing bags" no contact distribution via a wonderful Franciscan Friar who is associated with our

church.

-Continued on p.10-
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So, the demands upon mission have increased and we have found collaborations and some
increased designated giving to help meet the needs of portions of our greater St. Anna's
community. PPE loans have helped sustain us. Giving has been increasing as time goes on. At first
giving was down by 60% but recently it has become closer to normal. Our Annual Pledge drive
resembled pledge drives in recent years. The greatest challenge for us is in the increasing
competition for grants during these difficult economic times. But we are optimistic about the
future and believe that our church, our community, and our faith will grow and be better
positioned than before the pandemic. People do want to worship and they do want to pray. We are
becoming more accessible now than ever before: A relevant church.

Old Testament Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach
one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.

Psalm 119:9-16 In quo corrigit?

9 How shall a young man cleanse his way? *
By keeping to your words.
10 With my whole heart I seek you; *
let me not stray from your commandments.
11 I treasure your promise in my heart, *
that I may not sin against you.
12 Blessed are you, O Lord; *
instruct me in your statutes.
13 With my lips will I recite *
all the judgments of your mouth.
14 I have taken greater delight in the way of your decrees *
than in all manner of riches.
15 I will meditate on your commandments *
and give attention to your ways.
16 My delight is in your statutes; *
I will not forget your word.
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The Epistle Hebrews 5:5-10

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to
him,
“You are my Son,

today I have begotten you™;

as he says also in another place,

“You are a priest forever,

according to the order of Melchizedek.”

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to
the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent
submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having
been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been

designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
The Gospel John 12:20-33

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip,
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and
told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love
their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the
Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—Father, save me from this hour’® No, it is for
this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from
heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”” The crowd standing there heard it and said
that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has
come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

Sir, Wc‘\/:/v(
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In the Monastery of San Marco by Bonnie Bishop

On the wall of the cell at the top of the stairs

Fra Angelico painted the Lord’s first words

trom the other side of death. They flow

in a ribbon from his mouth. Mary Magdalene
kneels on a carpet of grass and flowers, each
petal and leaf distinct, in the Renaissance way.
She is beautiful. Finding no body, only two angels,
she fills with confusion and perhaps seeks,

as I might, the nearest garden where she hopes

to recover her natural sense of things.

Ob grief in the green spring, how
these little flowers defy my heart . . .

The gardener calls her name. She stretches slender fingers
toward him but he slips away saying do not touch me.
Suddenly we understand. He has not come

to the disciples first or to his mother, but to her.

What meditation the monks must have made
of that, the outcast, her long hair flowing,
her eyes filling with untroubled light.

Hymn Selections for Worship

Voluntary: Land of Rest arr. Dale Wood
Opening Hymn: In the Cross of Christ I Glory Hymnal 441
Gospel Hymn: Crus Fudelis Inter Omnes WLP 737
Offertory: It 1s Well With My Soul arr. K. Leach
Communion: And Now, O Father, Mindful of the Love Hymnal 337
Closing Hymn: We'll Understand It Better By and By LEVAS 207
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With a great appreciation.
Behind the curtains and vestments are members of the Altar Guild. The work of the
Guild is to insure that vestments, altar linens, and holy vessels are cleaned, polished,
and prepared for use during the sacred ceremonies of the church. This dedicated team
“dresses” the church for special occasions placing floral arrangements or other adorn-
ments that add to the worship experience and create a visual sense of holiness. These
persons seek no credit, no adulation, no thanks. They do so for the glory of God.
Such attendants can trace their origins back to the tribe of Levi.

You are to be responsible for the care of the sanctuary and the altar, so that wrath will not fall on the

Israelites again. I myself have selected your fellow Levites from among the Israelites as a gift to you,
dedicated to the LORD to do the work at the Tent of Meeting.” Numbers 18:6-7

A Prayer for the Altar Guild

loving Savior, we pray thee to send thy blessing upon this Altar Guild and the

work of all its members; give us thy grace that we may be loyal to the Holy
Church, and faithful in our care of holy things. Grant that as we adorn and make ready
thy altar, we may learn greater love and reverence for all that belongs to thy service,
and through all outward symbols come to a clearer vision of the inward and spiritual
truth taught by them. We ask this for thy sake, O Blessed Lord and Master. Amen. S7
Anne's Episcopal Church Annapolis, MD.

1st Sunday of the month Ed Azemus
2nd Sunday of the month Lori Ranner
3rd Sunday of the month Joanna Rivers
4th Sunday of the month Susan Redick

5th Sunday of the month  Vicki Terry (linens)

The Altar Guild 1s Reestablished

“Glance at the sun. See the moon and stars.

Gaze at the beauty of earth’s greenings. Now,
think. What delight God gives to humankind

with all these things. All nature 1s at the disposal
of humankind. We are to work with it.
For without we cannot survive.”




Our Mission

Saint Anna’s

1313 Esplanade Ave.

New Orleans, LA. 70116

Office: 504-947-2121

Email: admin@stannanola.org

"St. Anna’s purpose is to lead people into a growing
relationship with Christ, fo be the church that demonstrates
the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and
hospitality. "

The Collect for Lent 5

Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that,

among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed
where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Awen.

Ql Imighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners:

In Service to the Church 3-14-2021

Altar Servers: Audio Visual - Jack Craft/Seam
Jalyn G Sub Deacon
Charlie Gottschalk Thurifer Hospitality:
Reader: Lori Ranner Gary Van—Host

Roberta—Usher



