
The origins of  Holy Week are fractured and a bit elusive but one can say that 
by the 4th century various forms of  Holy Week had developed. The Apostolic 
Constitution, a series of  essays on liturgies written at about this time mentions 
Holy Week. For those unfamiliar with this devotion it is the most important 
of  all ritual and worship experiences in Christianity except for Easter.  
 
Holy Week invites the participant to relive the last week of  Jesus before his 
resurrection. It is filled with pathos, intimacy, and beauty. Each of  these holy 
days evokes a new experience of  Jesus. 
 
Palm Sunday we rejoice in the liturgy of  the Palms recalling Jesus entry into 
Jerusalem upon a donkey. We plan 
to do this starting at the Dodwell 
House courtyard. It will feature the 
palms, the readings, and The 
Storyville Stompers Brass Band. 
No procession but we will 
experience Jesus entry. Immediately 
following this we are also offered 
The Passion in a continuing Mass 
at the Church. A confusion of  
emotions surfaces.  
 
On Holy Wednesday we hope to offer what is called Tenebre. This rich 
service uses candles, scripture, and song. The candles are slowly extinguished 
as the service unfolds. Yet, there is still light. A metaphor for the last days of  
Jesus.  
 
On Maundy Thursday we are reminded of  the servanthood that is asked of  
all Christians and we experience our humility with foot washing just as Jesus 
did for his disciples as an example. This year we will ask pilgrims to bring new 
socks and t-shirts for later distribution to the homeless as a sign of  
servanthood. 
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The Chapel of  Repose is an experience 
that follows the Maundy Thursday 
Service. It is a time set aside for 
individuals or families to pray before the 
sacraments in a small chapel which we 
put together. It is an all night vigil and 
you are invited to sign up for one or 
more of  the hours throughout the night. 
A guard will be provided. It is a powerful 
and sometimes life changing experience. 
Just you and Jesus in the Garden of  
Gethsemane.  
 

Good Friday is the day of  crucifixion. The Passion will 
once again be read. It is the center piece of  the worship 
service. During this service all of  the reserved sacrament 
is consumed. There is no more holy substance in the 
Church. You will be invited to "venerate the cross" that is 
to draw near to a large wooden cross for a moment of  
silence and contemplation as individuals. Powerful and 
poignant.  
 
There is no public worship at St. Anna's on Holy 
Saturday. But, via Facebook Live we will offer prayers 
and remember our dead on this day. It is symbolic of  our 

Lord's descent to the dead to set them free. Quietly, later in the day, the church will 
be prepared for Easter Sunday.  
 

A Spirituality of  Holy Week 
 

The world is a very mixed affair. Love and hate, hurt and healing, peace and 
discord, all of  it side by side. Humans, some would say, are by nature fallen, 
corrupt, and incapable of  perfect love. Others would say that Humans have the 
capacity and are basically good; we make mistakes but our nature is good. Perhaps 
there is some of  both in our nature. We do have the capacity to hurt as well as to 
heal; to hate as well as to love. Our track record throughout history leans toward 
the broken side. Yet, there are glimpses of  hope. So, we find ourselves in Holy 
Week with its potential to transform us with more than remembering but actually 
experiencing.  
 
At the center of  Holy Week are two profoundly powerful images of  Jesus. 
Servanthood and Sacrifice. If  you have not thrown yourself  into Holy Week this 
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time and this season would be perhaps one of  the most powerful times to do so. We are a 
pandemic people now - forever changed. We are a people, in the U.S.A., moved by social action 
and conscience in this present season. There can be no greater symbols of  both than the Cross.  

 
The Cross is about justice and resistance to injustice. The Cross is about 
the "suffering servant" and the deep sacrifices of  humanity coming 
together in the one person of  Jesus. The Cross is about forgiveness, 
atonement, reconciliation between the Creator and Created. The Cross is 
about the burden of  injustice. So, Holy Week is offered so that we can 
draw near to the deeply intimate necessity of  unconditional love expressed 
in her most profoundly human way - The Cross.  
 
Each of  the three most holy days draw us closer to the foot of  that self  
same cross. The pathways will be strewn with commands to serve each 
other, to bear one another's burdens, to follow this last Commandment, 
"Love one another."  
 
I believe that the ritual actions of  Holy Week offer you and I a singular 

opportunity to enter into the experience of  The Cross and all that such points towards. How can we 
with honesty truly rejoice in the Resurrection if  we do not experience and live the last days of  
Jesus? All of  which is a part of  the last days of  Jesus, the love, the betrayal, the Commandments 
to serve and to love one another; all of  this becomes singularly focused in the crucifixion. When 
we are able to draw into ourselves the brooding sacrifice given for us - we can truly be released 
from our own humiliating crosses to find abundance on the other side of  that Holy Week. In my 
own experience no other time has provided me with the absolutely moving and deep inward 
feeling and understanding of  this powerful love that Jesus has for me, and for you, than Holy 
Week. Join me and others in learning, remembering, and experiencing the phenomena of  The 
Cross. Holy worship. 
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The Unauthorized Letters of  Oscar Wilde 
Hemingway First Novel Prize (1997)      

“Exceptional, smart and playful, a novel of quiet seductions.  An imagined correspondence between Wilde and the 
author that turns into a drama of cross-century friendship.” D.T. Max, New York Times Book Review;   

My Letters from Ludwig 
“With ‘My Letters From Ludwig,’ C. Robert Holloway emerges as the Kitty Kelly of historical fiction.” Jill Jackson, King Features 

Syndicate   

Wretched Excess 
"Recalls my privileged youth - sitting at the feet of various Hollywood spellbinders, hanging on their every word, laughing and gasping in 

delight, never daring to question whether their stories were true or not. A swell read. “ Brian Taggert, Screenwriter, Whatever 
Happened to Baby Jane.     

Charlie the Wonder Cat 
"A minature masterpiece.  Holloway's magnificent tribute to his Charlie has stayed with me days after the reading, as though it were 

itself a sort of feline presence following me around."  Thomas Wright, Critic, Author, Oxford, England.     

Dangerous Crossing 
"I congratulate you on taking a forgotten story about two lost souls and turning it into a sobering take on modern-day tragedy that has 

an impact on us all."  REX REED, NY OBSERVER.  

SWAN SONG: An Obsession with Tchaikovsky 
 

Author's Biography 
 

C. Robert Holloway's first novel, THE UNAUTHORIZED LETTERS OF 
OSCAR WILDE, won the coveted Hemingway Prize and a brace of  
laudatory reviews along with invitations to speak at the University of  
Bologna, the University of  Adelaide, The Italian Cultural Consulate @ 
UCLA and the One Institute in Los Angeles.  
 
Holloway wrote the two-character play, OSCAR & SPERANZA, based on 
the correspondence of  Wilde and his mother, which premiered at 
Arlington, Virginia in 2000.  (A disastrously promoted production, 
exacerbated by having opened during the Bush/Gore recount madness)  

 

Another Author Among Us: C Robert Holloway 
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The publication of  MY LETTERS FROM LUDWIG, his novel about ‘Mad King Ludwig’, 
marked the 2/3rds point of  his trilogy on contemporaneous men of  genius whose sexuality soci-
ety judged to be so abhorrent, each was driven to an early demise.  In May of  2017, C. Robert  fin-
ished SWAN SONG, about Tchaikovsky, the final novel in his trilogy.  
 
In 2007, Holloway's screenplay, THE LEGEND OF JEAN LAFIITE, PIRATE & PATRIOT 
won first place in the Blazing Quill International Screenwriting Competition and The Gotham Ac-
tion Screenplay Award in 2009.   
 
Additonally, his collection of  short stories, WRETCHED EXCESS, his homage to his beloved 
feline, CHARLIE THE WONDER CAT and his memoir, DANGEROUS CROSSING continue 
to find readers around the world.   
THE AMERICAN NIGHTMARE, his send-up of  pretentious theatre companies producing pre-
tentious literary adaptations, won 4 Dramalogue awards,  enjoyed a 9 month run in Los Angeles 
and is currently in consideration by a nascent New Orleans company. 
 
He wrote, produced, and directed PARADISE FOUND, a musical spectacular about Hawaii's his-
tory that enjoyed a 2 and 1/2 year run at Waikiki's 1000 seat Hilton Dome Dinner Theatre.  
 
Holloway's work as a designer in films, TV, Opera and Theatre has taken him all over the US, Can-
ada, Latin America, England, Germany, Greece and South Africa. His production design for 
TWO SOLDIERS, the live-action short film based on a Faulkner short story, is credited for help-
ing it win the 2004 Academy Award.  
 
His current project, MY GENIUS DECLARED, The Life and Times of  Oscar Wilde, a 14 hour 
TV mini-series is in negotiation with a major cable company.   Between  the occasional design pro-
ject, Holloway attempts to write a minimum of  four hours every day at his Aloysius Apartment, 
adjacent to New Orleans' historic French Quarter.  

 

 

The Rev. Deacon Allison Reid serving in 
her first public service (not at St. Anna’s) 
as Deacon of  the Mass at The School of  

Theology at the University of  the South in 
the All Saints Chapel. 
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Our Scholarship Fund Update 
 
 

 
Emmam is one of  our scholarship candidates. 
CONGRATULATIONS on his acceptance at UNO. Emmam 
is keen on computer programming; he has been a summer 
intern twice at Anna’s Place NOLA and was a very young 
student in the early days at Anna’s Arts for Kids. His 
grandmother Dannette Brown credits some of  Emmam’s 
success to the love, care, and mentoring offered by Anna’s 
Place and it’s founder Darryl Durham.  
 
 
 
 
 

Remember that you can use either GoFundMe or make a direct donation.  
 

We now have a total in donations of:  $10,375.00  
Can we get to $15,000?! 

 
 Our fund ‘s goal is to establish a baseline of  financial support for present and future scholars. 
Giving for Greatness is the best gift of  all. For further information contact : 

 
Fr.bill@stannanola.org or 

Call 504-947-2121 ask for Fr. Bill 
Or simply mail a check to St. Anna’s 

Finally:  www.gf.me/u/zhwncx 
 

Scholarship Fund - Brianna Carr 
 

As Anna’s Place NOLA enters its 11th year, students that started the program in the first grade 
are seniors in high school, dealing with graduating during a pandemic. As the stress of  the 
pandemic continues to loom over us, think how you, as an adult have coped? Have you had a 
drink, have you had the opportunity to decompress in other ways? What options do young 
people have that lack familial support? Especially the marginalized youth that attend Anna’s Place 
NOLA. And what amazing students Anna’s Place NOLA has produced, one being accepted to 
every college that they have applied to. Donating to the Anna’s Place NOLA scholarship fund is 
a great way to help these young people have some peace of  mind for their futures.  
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In Service to the Church 
   Greeters  Video  Reader   Altar Service 

 

3/14  Kirk/Rebecca  tba     Ed &Charlie/Bill G 

3/21  Roberta/Gary  Sean  Lori Ranner  Jalyn/Mike 

*3/28  Karen/Stewart  tba  C. R. Holloway Deacon Buck/Luigi  

*4/4  VP/Nicole        Luigi & Deri 

           Jalyn & Charlie 

*3/28 is Palm Sun 4/4 is Ester Sun.      Deacon Buck 

This Sunday is Laetare Sunday (/liːˈtɛːri/ or /lʌɪˈtɑːri/)[1] is the fourth Sunday in the season 
of  Lent, in the Western Christian liturgical calendar. Traditionally, this Sunday has been a day of  
celebration, within the austere period of  Lent. This Sunday gets its name from the first few words 
(incipit) of  the traditional Latin entrance (Introit) for the Mass of  the day. "Laetare Jerusalem" 
("Rejoice, O Jerusalem") is Latin from Isaiah 66:10. 

This Sunday is currently also known as Mothering Sunday, Refreshment Sunday, mid-Lent Sunday 
(in French mi-carême) and Rose Sunday (either because the golden rose (sent by Popes to Catholic 
sovereigns) used to be blessed at this time, or because the use of  rose-colored (rather than 
violet) vestments was permitted on this day). 

Historically, the day was also known as "the Sunday of  the Five Loaves," from the story of  
the miracle of  the loaves and fishes. Before the adoption of  the modern "common lectionaries", 
this narrative was the traditional Gospel reading for this Sunday in Roman 
Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican, and Old Catholic churches. 

The station church at Rome for this day was Santa Croce in Gerusalemme, one of  the seven 
chief  basilicas; the Golden Rose, 
sent by Popes to Catholic 
sovereigns, used to be blessed at 
this time and for this reason the 
day was sometimes called Dominica 
de Rosa. 

Yes, this Sunday we wear our Rose 
Vestments a legacy of  Dominica 
de Rosa. These vestments were 
donated to the church by our own 
Zak Gillespie, RN aka Fatsy Cline.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laetare_Sunday#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incipit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Introit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_(liturgy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaiah_66
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mothering_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refreshment_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosalia_(festival)#Rose_Sundays
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_rose
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vestment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feeding_the_multitude
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revised_Common_Lectionary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicanism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Station_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Croce_in_Gerusalemme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Rose
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We are requesting the following items for the  
Homeless outreach Ministry. 

 
- Clean Plastic Grocery Bags 
- Travel Size Hygiene Wipes 

- Soft Low Sugar Granola or Protein Bars 
- Single Packed Tooth Brushes 

- Travel Size Tubes of  Tooth Paste 
- Travel Size Deoderant 

- XXL Clean New TShirts 
- Low Sugar Protein Drinks 

 
* Please note we are not set up to receive donations of  clothes. 

 
Thank you all for your generous donations. 

 
Peace 

Br Don 
 

Gifts to the Homeless Outreach Mission may be donated by placing items in 
our giving basket at the entrance of  the church or drop off  during weekdays. 

You all are the best! 

Some Dates to Remember 

3/16  Vestry Meeting 6:30 p.m. In-person and via Zoom 

3/28  Palm Sunday - Reservations Required with the Storyville Stompers (more later) 

4/1  Maundy Thursday—Reservations Required—limited foot washing and Chapel of  
  Repose starting at 6:30 p.m.  

4/2  Good Friday:  Noon Stations of  the Cross by Reservation; 6:30 The Passion and 
  Veneration of  the Cross by Reservation. 

4/3  Holy Saturday. Altar Guild dresses the church.  

4/4  Easter Sunday. Limited Seating Reservations only starting at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Please note:  We are still working out the details of  how these services will best 
serve the community and remain safe. Much more will be published as we approach 

the apogee of  our Christian faith in Holy Week. Please Stay Tuned! 
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Over the last year it had become even more apparent that we live in dual societies. For 

example, I live in White America and I live in Black America. Maybe not all people live in 

Black America but, all people live in White America. So what does this mean? For me, it 

means, at times, being someone I am not to fit the social norms that tend to demoralize certain 

cultures and exult others. I am reflecting on this now because, working with youth I hear 

things that bring me back to my own days in school, when I was told I fit into a social 

structure that accepted the way I talked, as long as I enunciated the “er” at the end of words. I 

see the lack of confidence some students have when they speak, in fear of being judged by 

those that do not understand, this only being one aspect of how people, young and old, are 

stigmatized when they do not fit the dominate culture in society. We all know why we have 

these preconceived notions, so why do we continue to judge others? During this Lenten season 

I have chosen not to give something up, but to let something go, to let go of my own 

judgments of others as I want to grow closer in my relationship to God and also, my fellow 

human, and try, myself, to remove my judgments and open myself up to uncomfortable and 

honest conversations.  

Speaking Truth in Lent - Brianna Carr 



The Readings for Sunday 
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Old Testament Numbers 21:4-9 
 
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of  Edom; 
but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, 
“Why have you brought us up out of  Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, 
“We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the 
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a 
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So 
Moses made a serpent of  bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, 
that person would look at the serpent of  bronze and live. 
 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 Confitemini Domino 
 
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * 
 and his mercy endures for ever. 
2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim * 
 that he redeemed them from the hand of  the foe. 
3 He gathered them out of  the lands; * 
 from the east and from the west, 
 from the north and from the south. 
17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 

Maundy Thursday, 2020 by Bonnie Bishop* 

 

I search for the spirit inside the story  

but all I can think about is how much 

I want to have supper with a tableful of  friends: 

 

the requisite bread and wine, of  course,  

some feta, with a plateful of  green 

and black olives, then a big Greek salad,  

 

lamb kabobs and roasted onions, rice pudding 

for dessert, all of  us laughing, reminiscing,  

despite the dark thread of  the future weaving  

among us. Only one knows what 

betrayal, sorrow, hope and love  

await us in the coming days.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*As you may recall Bonnie is a friend and 

sometimes visitor to St. Anna’s. She and her 

husband, Conrad, live in Little Nahant, MA.  They 

are both authors and poets and can be seen being 

walked by their very large brown dog named 

Shantih  
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 they were afflicted because of  their sins. 
18 They abhorred all manner of  food * 
 and drew near to death's door. 
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * 
 and he delivered them from their distress. 
20 He sent forth his word and healed them * 
 and saved them from the grave. 
21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * 
 and the wonders he does for his children. 
22 Let them offer a sacrifice of  thanksgiving * 
 and tell of  his acts with shouts of  joy. 
 
The Epistle Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of  
this world, following the ruler of  the power of  the air, the spirit that is now at work among those 
who are disobedient. All of  us once lived among them in the passions of  our flesh, following the 
desires of  flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of  wrath, like everyone else. But God, 
who is rich in mercy, out of  the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead 
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by grace you have been saved-- and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the 
ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of  his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of  God-- not the result of  works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of  life. 
 
The Gospel John 3:14-21  
 
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of  Man be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. 
 
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who 
do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of  the only Son 
of  God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do 
not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true 
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 



Excerpts from King’s speech “Where Do We Go From Here?,” 
delivered at the 11th Annual SCLC Convention, Atlanta, 

Georgia, August 16, 1967. 
 
“Now Nicodemus, you must stop lying.” He didn't say, “Nicodemus, now you 
must not commit adultery.” He didn't say, “Now Nicodemus, you must stop 
cheating if  you are doing that.” He didn't say, “Nicodemus, you must stop 
drinking liquor if  you are doing that excessively.” He said something altogether 
different, because Jesus realized something basic: that if  a man will lie, he will 
steal. And if  a man will steal, he will kill. So instead of  just getting bogged 
down on one thing, Jesus looked at him and said, “Nicodemus, you must be 
born again.” 
 
In other words, “Your whole structure must be changed.” A nation that will 
keep people in slavery for 244 years will “thingify” them and make them things. 
And therefore, they will exploit them and poor people generally economically. 
And a nation that will exploit economically will have to have foreign 
investments and everything else, and it will have to use its military might to 
protect them. All of  these problems are tied together. 
 
What I'm saying today is that we must go from this convention and say, 
“America, you must be born again!” 
 
And so, I conclude by saying today that we have a task, and let us go out with a 
divine dissatisfaction. 

What I'm 

saying today is 

that we must 

go from this 

convention and 

say, “America, 

you must be 

born again!” 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

 

Voluntary:  We Pray Now To The Holy Spirit   Dietrich Buxtehude 

Opening Hymn: Lift High the Cross      Hymnal 473 

Gospel Hymn: Crux Fudelis Inter Omnes      WLP 737 

Offering:  Jerusalem My Happy Home    arr. K. Leach 

Communion: My Faith Looks Up to Thee     Hymnal 691 

Closing Hymn: I've Got Peace Like A River    LEVAS #211 

Editors Note:  If  you have not read this speech it is well worth a read. It calls for a 
reordering of  our society to a more inclusive and human way of  being.  

http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/kingpapers/article/where_do_we_go_from_here/
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“If  we desire a society in which men are 
brothers, then we must act towards one 

another with brotherhood. If  we can build 
such a society, then we would have achieved 

the ultimate goal of  human freedom.”  
-- Bayard Rustin 

Our dear friend Yulene and husband Michael on TELEMUNDO 

https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/Mhgw_FYoWJCpy
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/Mhgw_FYoWJCpy
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/Mhgw_FYoWJCpy
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/Mhgw_FYoWJCpy
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/Mhgw_FYoWJCpy
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/author/7283-bayard-rustin


Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing 
relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates 

the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel 
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for Lent 4 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

G 
racious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 
bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, 
and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

In Service to the Church 3-14-2021 

 
Altar Servers: 

Bill Glew Sub Deacon 
Charlie GottschalkThurifer 

 

 

Audio Visual - Jack Craft 
 

Hospitality: 
Kirk Toups—Host 

Rebecca Henley—Usher 

 

 


