
For quite some time Saint Anna's has enjoyed a reputation within our Diocese 
of  being diverse, engaged, progressive, and very busy. In the best of  terms all 
of  this is true. The Bishop is well aware of  the work that is done at Saint 
Anna's and has, on several occasions, suggested that we are a model of  what 
doing church is about.  
 
That said, have we somehow slipped into a sense of  comfort with our liberal 
Christian ideals? I sometimes wonder. What do I mean by this questions? 
Have some, not all, of  us become so comfortable in our professed inclusion 
that we have stopped doing some of  the work of  inclusion?  
 
As an example:  Recently in a regularly scheduled clergy Zoom conference  
with the Bishop the work of  undoing racism was reintroduced once again to 
the Diocese. This is a new commission with an investment in undoing 
systemic racism and addressing issues of  racial disparities on a Diocesan level 
as well as at the parochial level. The presentation was impressive. It was not 
confrontational and yet it was firm with solid scholarship and goals. The 
Diocese has contracted with Dr. Meeks, a highly respected scholar and leader 
of  the  Absalom Jones Center for Racial Healing in Atlanta. She is now our 
coach and consultant. [Note: Dr. Meeks and the Center donated $1,500 to 
Anna's Place Scholarship Fund so they directly have skin in our game]. 
 
As Rector I have sometimes been 
critical of  our past efforts to address 
racism in the Diocese but I am totally 
on board with this one. Every priest in 
the Diocese is now required to take 
the "Foundational Training" class. 
When I mentioned this to one person 
in our church they immediately got 
defensive. The eyes rolled and it was a 
“here  we go again” attitude. The eye 
roll was based on the idea that we live breath and eat racial justice like 
Wheaties for breakfast. We are there and it’s the others that really need to 
work.  Th
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AnnaGram 
Difficult Conversations  



I don't mean to be harsh. We do a lot of  good work. Before the pandemic we were 
launching a Journey to Justice weekend pilgrimage to The Jackson Civil Rights 
Museum. We have written about our racist past as a church in our newsletters. We 
have challenged the legacy of  Leonidas Polk, Bishop. Our outreach seeks to 
empower young BIPOC** people to have their full voices. We work with the 
homeless. We partner with LGBTQ+ communities and activists. Our greatest 
strength is in the sense of  inclusion when someone walks through our doors. No 
one feels excluded or even uncomfortable. Well the incense does cause some 
discomfort in a few folks. But generally, yes, we do some very good work.  
 
Yet, the question remains for me and hopefully for some of  you, "is it enough?" It 
has been too long, I believe, since we had a well attended parish meeting on issues 
of  Social Justice. Did you know that one season of  Easter we sponsored speakers 
to come each Saturday on issues of  Social Justice and that they would preach on 
Sunday? It was robust! Have we, have I, become too comfortable with our self  
perception of  inclusion? There is so much to learn. Just recently I was taught the 
difference between referring to people as slaves vs. enslaved. One a legal term one 
an existential term. Terms are important. If  we think we have arrived I believe, 
gently, that we have a way to go.  
 
Not too long ago I engaged in a conversation with some folks in our parish about 
"Systemic Racism" and what precisely that means. They are wonderful folks who 
don't have a mean bone in their bodies and they really do welcome anyone to join 
us. Yet, they were nonplussed by the BLM  movement and calls for deconstructing 
systems of  white privilege. I find that in some circles even the phrase "white 
privilege" will stir emotions and launch a defensive posture by otherwise wonderful 
loving, giving, grace filled people.  
 
That is what I mean. Yet... 
 
I hope to engage in the exhausting conversations of  racism, structural racism, and 
white supremacy as well as colonialism and its legacy once again at Saint Anna's 
Church. I hope to do so for several reasons: So that we, as a community, can 
engage; so that we might invite a larger community to engage; so that we can fulfill 
the perception  by our Diocesan family that Saint Anna's knows how to do church.  
 
On a personal note I am almost 70 and over the past three years I have learned 
more about racism, systemic racism, white dominance, and colonialism than in my 
preceding 65 years. It has been personally challenging, threatening, sorrowful, 
bountiful, and intellectually engaging. The journeys that I have been blessed to 
travel here at St. Anna's through the Kellogg Foundation, working with Darryl and 
Miss Bre, with our kids, with activists like Jerome Smith all of  whom have been 

Is it 
enough?  
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spirit guides for me in this journey. What have I learned? That I don't know enough and that there 
is so much more to the story. When I learn, or start to learn, the story I begin to feel the story and 
from that sprouts empathy. I believe that such is a call to all true Christian people to be able to 
enter the story at whatever point we find ourselves. As Curtis Mayfield wrote: 
 

People get ready the trains a comm'n. 
Don't need no ticket just get on board. 

 
That train is social justice and social justice is the Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ. Maybe we can 
be even better at who we perceive ourselves to be. Will you join as a broader community in 
understanding in a more empathetic way? No guilt just truth.  

Perhaps my two favorite characters in all of  cinema and 
video are Statler and Waldorf  of  Muppet fame. These two 
cantankerous gents were caustic, laughed a lot, and were 
constant critics of  almost everything. A taste of  the two 
old inveterate critics:  

Statler:  The question is, what is a Mahna Mahna? 
Waldorf:  The question is, who cares?  

Several months ago Brianna Carr, as you know she is a 
personal hero of  mine, wrote an essay that we published in the AnnaGram. She used the 
acronym, “BIPOC” which I have used in today’s essay. But I must admit that like Statler and 
Waldorf  my first reaction was “who cares” even though I didn’t know what BIPOC meant. Now 
some of  you who are immersed in cultural shifts may well know what it means. For others it may 
seem off  putting because we don’t know what it means. For some acronyms are becoming an 
unintended way of  marginalizing parts of  our society. Yet, I absolutely believe that culturally it 
points us in the right direction. I also learned to not assume! So, in my musings I pondered. I 
came up with “Bi-sexual People of  Color.” Wow was she really self  disclosing! But rather than 
play the fool I did sit down and ask, without sharing my own idea, what does BIPOC mean? She 
explained in a very respectful way that it is an identity marker that means Black & Indigenous 
People of  Color. I must admit that I laughed at myself  loudly– Statler and Waldorf. I do think 
that when acronyms are used in essays that bracket explanations would help in multi-generational 
texts. That said, I am using pronouns next to my name in emails and other communications 
(He/Him). Why? Because it helps readers understand who I believe that I am in a social context 
and that is always good. Perhaps by the next AnnaGram some of  you can submit your acronyms 
and we can create a syllabus of  useful terms so that we can all grow a bit and not feel like 
outsiders. No tension, no resentment, just some new information. That is a good thing.  

(Ask me about Statler and Waldorf  and my Seminary: Yes, it was me.) 

**Statler, Waldorf  and BIPOC 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME, AWARD-WINNING 
HISTORIAN V. P. FRANKLIN TELLS THE 

UNTOLD STORY OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO 
GALVANIZED THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 

 
Some of  the most iconic images of  the Civil Rights 
Movement are those of  young people engaged in social 
activism: the Little Rock Nine being escorted into Central 
High School in 1957 by soldiers, or children and teenagers 
being attacked in 1963 by police in Birmingham with dogs 
and water hoses. While the contributions of  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the NAACP, and the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee have been well chronicled, the crucial roles of  
children and teens are now placed at the forefront in The Young Crusaders.  
 
V.P. Franklin delivers a thorough reexamination of  the efforts of  children and teenagers to 
challenge legal segregation, employment discrimination, educational inequality, and racialized 
violence beginning in the 1930s. His groundbreaking narratives draw on examples in nearly 50 
cities and 15 states, from Alabama to Wisconsin. Franklin details the student activism behind the 
successful civil rights campaigns that brought about the end of  Jim Crow practices throughout the 
nation.  
  
The largest civil rights demonstration in U.S. history was not the famous “March on Washington” 
in August 1963, but the system-wide school boycott in New York City on February 3, 1964, when 
more than 360,000 elementary and secondary school students went on strike and thousands 
attended Freedom Schools. Multiracial community groups organized the school boycotts in New 
York, Chicago, Cleveland, and other cities, and African American, Puerto Rican, and white 
students participated, calling for the desegregation of  public and private education and public 
accommodations. In addition, children and teenagers mounted their own walkouts, marches, and 
civil rights demonstrations demanding “Freedom Now.” 
 
Franklin’s account of  the courageous actions of  these unheralded young people fundamentally 
transforms how we understand the Civil Rights and Black Power movements and serves as a 
model for twenty-first-century campaigns for reparations and “reparatory justice” by youth-
oriented protest movements such as Black Lives Matter, March for Our Lives, the Climate Strikes, 
and the Sunrise Movement. 
 
V.P. Franklin is a long time member of  St. Anna’s Church and member of  the Vestry. He 
and his husband Ed have volunteered and contributed to the life of  St. Anna’s and her 

ministries for years. 

Another Author Among Us: V P Franklin 
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Remember that you can use either GoFundMe or make a direct donation.  
 

We now have a total in donations of:  $9,775.00  
Can we get to $12,000?! 

 
 Our fund ‘s goal is to establish a baseline of  financial support for present and future scholars. 
Giving for Greatness is the best gift of  all. For further information contact : 

 
Fr.bill@stannanola.org or 

Call 504-947-2121 ask for Fr. Bill 
Or simply mail a check to St. Anna’s 

Finally:  www.gf.me/u/zhwncx 
 

Go Fund Me 
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A Church History–  

04-19-1846 St. Peter's Seamen's Bethel established under the direction of The Rev. Francis Lister 
Hawks (Christ Church rector) by the Rev. Charles W. Whitall 

11-02-1846 The Rev. Whitall is ordained to the priesthood by The Right Rev. Leonidas Polk, first Bishop 
of the Diocese of Louisiana 

1849 Chapel completed at #5 Esplanade Ave. to house St. Peter's 

1860 Orphanage established during yellow fever epidemic by The Rev. Amos D. McCoy and Dea-
con John Francis Girault 

18?? - 1864 Rev. McCoy refused to say prayers for the US President during Civil War occupation; Gen. 
Butler closed the church and arrested McCoy 

summer 1864 A Union vestry was appointed by Gen. Butler. Gen Polk was killed in battle. Deacon An-
thony Vallas agreed to say prayer for US President and services were resumed 

1867 The Rev. John Francis Girault became rector of St. Peter's 

1869 Granted Parish Status 

October 1869 The last service of St.  Peter's at #5 Esplanade Ave. 

 

Two lots at the corner or Esplanade Ave. and Marais St. were purchased and a frame 
church built with a $10,000 donation from Dr. Newton Mercer in memory of his daughter 
Anna.  The church was renamed St. Anna after the mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
Dr. Mercer's daughter. 

1876 The frame church burned 

09-02-1877 A brick church was completed. 

1915 The church was ravaged by a tornado. 

1923 
A disaffected Rector sued the congregation for $18,000 forcing it back into mission status. 

 The Rev. Arthur Price became rector 

1940 Orphanage closed 

1947 St. Anna's regained parish status 

1948 City engineers ordered the church dismantled due to termite damage, water damage and 
disrepair. 

1951 The Rev. Louis Parker setup temporary quarters nearby 

1952 The current church building was completed and was dedicated by The Right Rev. Girault 
Jones (a nephew of the previous Deacon/Rector). 

1959 The Rev. Harold Crisler became rector 

1970 The Rev. Robert John Dodwell became rector 

1996 The Rev. McSwain became rector 

2000? The Rev. Glyn Harper became rector 

January 2003 The Rev. William H. Terry became Deacon of St. Anna's and Interim Rector 
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Looking Down the Road– It’s Important 

 

We at Saint Anna’s need to look down the road and start thinking about rebuilding our ministries. 
Perhaps in four to six months we may be in a much better place. So, during this Season of  Lent I 
ask you to pray and consider joining one of  the following ministries when it is safe: 

 

 Choir. This would mean being regular in attendance and the possibility of  a choir practice one 
evening a week for about one hour. It may also mean a somewhat longer practice for major 
feast days. We sure do miss your voices.  

 Nursery volunteer. If  we have four volunteers that would mean one Sunday a month. You 
will have to take boundaries training on line and go through a background check. We want 
everyone safe.  

 Usher/Greeters for Sunday worship. We would like teams of  two or three and we want to 
expand their roles just a bit.  

 

Pray about it. Give it some thought.  

Let Fr. Terry know so we can start a list of  potential ministers. 

In Service to the Church 

 
   Greeters  Video     Altar Service 

 

3/7  VP/Nicole G.  Sean   Deri/Celeste/Luigi 

 

3/14  Kirk/Rebecca  tba   Charlie/Bill G 

 

3/21  Roberta/Gary  Sean   ?/Deacon Buck /Jalyn Reader 
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We are requesting the following items for the  
Homeless outreach Ministry. 

 
- Clean Plastic Grocery Bags 
- Travel Size Hygiene Wipes 

- Soft Low Sugar Granola or Protein Bars 
- Single Packed Tooth Brushes 

- Travel Size Tubes of  Tooth Paste 
- Travel Size Deoderant 

- XXL Clean New TShirts 
- Low Sugar Protein Drinks 

 
* Please note we are not set up to receive donations of  clothes. 

 
Thank you all for your generous donations. 

 
Peace 

Br Don 
 

Gifts to the Homeless Outreach Mission may be donated by placing items in 
our giving basket at the entrance of  the church or drop off  during weekdays. 

You all are the best! 

Some Dates to Remember 

3/7  First Inquirers Class after Mass In-person and via Zoom. 

3/16  Vestry Meeting 6:30 p.m. In-person and via Zoom 

3/28  Palm Sunday - Reservations Required with the Storyville Stompers (more later) 

4/1  Maundy Thursday—Reservations Required—limited foot washing and Chapel of  
  Repose starting at 6:30 p.m.  

4/2  Good Friday:  Noon Stations of  the Cross by Reservation; 6:30 The Passion and 
  Veneration of  the Cross by Reservation. 

4/3  Holy Saturday. Altar Guild dresses the church.  

4/4  Easter Sunday. Limited Seating Reservations only starting at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Please note:  We are still working out the details of  how these services will best 
serve the community and remain safe. Much more will be published as we approach 

the apogee of  our Christian faith in Holy Week. Please Stay Tuned! 
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Recent events have reminded us that as we proclaim the gospel, we continually encounter the 
unexpected and are called into places of  vulnerability. At our best, we meet these challenges with 
fortitude, steadfastness and resilience. What practical strategies can we share to form communities 
in those virtues? How do we teach and shape Christians to proclaim Christ’s good news amid the 
challenges of  the unexpected and the pain of  the world’s brokenness? As we engage the present 
and look to the future, how do we form communities of  courage and hope? 
 
The change we are experiencing can create new opportunities for forming community that we 
may not have anticipated. Greg Rickel, bishop for the Diocese of  Olympia, comments that at 
Zoom coffee hour, we’re forced to engage with everyone present, not gather in established groups 
of  friends. “One irony of  the pandemic is that as we are separated, we are in some ways becoming 
more connected…. Almost all of  my congregations are reporting new members from across the 
diocese, state and world, with many pledging. This has opened up a whole new world that we 
probably should have been working on long ago, but the silver lining here is that we were forced 
into it and it is good for evangelism. Now, we have to capitalize on it.” 
 
Christian communities that build one another up in courage and hope develop disciples with the 
faithful, flexible strength to meet the challenges of  change, to share good news with those who 
need it and to welcome those who seek it. This theme encourages us all to identify and share the 
practical strategies that build those communities. This year all of  us – lay and ordained, known 
leaders and quiet stalwarts – are learning on the job how to respond to people who appear on our 
virtual or physical thresholds seeking a community that proclaims the gospel in practical ways for 
our present time. Networking our experience and resources across contexts that seem very 
different – between the outreach and music leaders, or a congregation’s Sunday school teachers 
and its finance team, or between clergy working in church plants and established congregations – 
builds resilient, creative communities. 
 
“Coming together as leaders,” says Dr. Scott Bader-Saye from the Seminary of  the Southwest, “we 
can share practices and imagine experiments in ministry that can help us become more 
courageous and hopeful witnesses in a time of  deep uncertainty.” He reflects that leading in a time 
of  change requires that we improvise faithfully and turn toward risk, rather than flee from it. 
 
Connecting more deeply with our core mission 
 
... we also thought it important to explore how the vulnerability we experience as so much changes 
around us may connect us more deeply to the core mission and original call of  Christ’s church. 
Bishop Katherine Jefferts Schori suggests that the 2021 Theme reflects “early challenges in the 

Formation for the Missionary Church  
in a Changing World  

(An excerpt from "Formation Through Community by Emily Mellott, March 2021 ECF Vital Practices) 



The Readings for Sunday 
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Jesus movement and in our Abrahamic roots – how to be loving, peace- and justice-making 
disciples who bless, as we are sent out into the world, rejoicing in the power of  the Spirit.” 
Recognizing that this may cost us some things we have formerly considered good or relied on, she 
asks, “Are we willing to let go of  prejudices, proprieties, persuasions and principles that no longer 
serve God’s mission? How is virtual worship like the Ark carried in the wilderness? Are we willing 
to follow the pillar of  fire and smoke into the unknown?” 
 
This year, every one of  our communities has found ourselves in the wilderness in one way or 
another. We are in an environment where many of  the familiar things that have defined us in the 
past are missing or different. The wilderness has always been a place of  formation, a place in 
which we discover anew our identity as God’s children, God’s people, and learn to rely more 
deeply on God and one another. So, this time of  change is the time to find new ways to tell the 
stories, pray the prayers and build the relationships that form us into the Body of  Christ and 
empower us to join with God in the healing of  the world. 

 

 

Old Testament Exodus 20:1-17 
 
Then God spoke all these words: 
 
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt, out of  the house of  slavery; 
you shall have no other gods before me. 
 
You shall not make for yourself  an idol, whether in the form of  anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the 
iniquity of  parents, to the third and the fourth generation of  those who reject me, but showing 
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of  those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 
You shall not make wrongful use of  the name of  the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. 
 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. 
But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son 
or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For 
in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh 
day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
 
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your 
God is giving you. 
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You shall not murder. 
 
You shall not commit adultery. 
 
You shall not steal. 
 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant 
 
1 The heavens declare the glory of  God, * 
 and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
 and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3 Although they have no words or language, * 
 and their voices are not heard, 
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
 and their message to the ends of  the world. 
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
 it comes forth like a bridegroom out of  his chamber; 
 it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of  the heavens 
  and runs about to the end of  it again; * 
 nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
7 The law of  the Lord is perfect 
  and revives the soul; * 
 the testimony of  the Lord is sure 
 and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
8 The statutes of  the Lord are just 
  and rejoice the heart; * 
 the commandment of  the Lord is clear 
 and gives light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of  the Lord is clean 
  and endures for ever; * 
 the judgments of  the Lord are true 
 and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
   more than much fine gold, * 



 sweeter far than honey, 
 than honey in the comb. 
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
 and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
 cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
   let them not get dominion over me; * 
 then shall I be whole and sound, 
 and innocent of  a great offense. 
14 Let the words of  my mouth and the meditation of  my 
   heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
 O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
 
The Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of  God. For it is written, 
 
“I will destroy the wisdom of  the wise, 
and the discernment of  the discerning I will thwart.” 
 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of  
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of  the world? For since, in the 
wisdom of  God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of  our proclamation, to save those who believe. For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of  God and the 
wisdom of  God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

For God’s 

foolishness is 

wiser than 

human wisdom, 

and God’s 

weakness is 

stronger than 

human strength. 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

 

Voluntary:   Softly and Tenderly     arr. K. Leach,  

Opening Hymn:  The Spacious Firmament On High  Hymnal 409 

Gospel Hymn:  Crux Fudelis Inter Omnes    WLP 737 

Offertory:   His Eye is on the Sparrow     LEVAS 191 

Communion:  Here, O my Lord, I See the Face to Face  Hymnal 318 

Closing Hymn:  He is King of  Kings    LEVAS 96 
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The Gospel John 2:13-22 
 
The Passover of  the Jews was near, 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, 
sheep, and doves, and the money 
changers seated at their tables. Making 
a whip of  cords, he drove all of  them 
out of  the temple, both the sheep and 
the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of  the money changers and 
overturned their tables. He told those 
who were selling the doves, “Take 
these things out of  here! Stop making 
my Father’s house a marketplace!” His 
disciples remembered that it was 
written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.” The Jews then said to 
him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and 
in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for 
forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of  the temple of  his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
 

 “And yet the dawn is ours before we knew 
it, somehow we do it, somehow we’ve 

weathered and witnessed a nation that isn’t 
broken but simply unfinished.” 

From “The Hill we climb”  

By Amanda Gorman 



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a growing 
relationship with Christ, to be the church that demonstrates 

the love of Christ, to declare the liberating power of the Gospel 
manifested in works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for Lent 2 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

O 
 God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray 
from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of  your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you 

and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

In Service to the Church 

 
Altar Servers: 

Luigi/Celest Sub Deacon 
Deri Parker Thurifer 

 

 

Audio Visual - Jack Craft/Sean 
 

Hospitality: 
V P Franklin—Host 

Nicole Gottschalk—Usher 

 

OVERVIEW:  In this tempestuous scene, El 
Greco depicted an angry Christ driving the 
moneychangers from the Temple. An uncommon 
theme, it became increasingly popular in the latter 
half of the sixteenth century, promoted by the 
Council of Trent as a symbol of the Catholic 
church's attempt to purify itself after the 
Protestant Reformation. Here El Greco portrayed 
partially draped women and bare-chested men 
writhing and twisting to escape the blows of 
Christ's scourge, emphasizing the agitation of the 
participants and exaggerating their irreverence. 
The setting is one of classical grandeur, more 
reminiscent of an Italian Renaissance palace than 
of the sacred precincts of the Temple in Jerusalem. 
 
This panel was painted in Venice before El Greco 
made his way to Spain. The illusionistic space and 

voluptuous figures in this early work are vastly different from the flattened space and stylized forms of Byzantine 
art, which continued to dominate painting in El Greco's native Crete. El Greco's arrival in Venice, in about 1567, 
coincided with a high point in that city's artistic achievement. That the Cretan artist had absorbed the influence 
of the Venetian masters and taught himself a new way of painting is evident in the movement and drama, solidly 
modeled figures, and boldly brushed colors of this panel. The influence of the Venetians is equally evident in the 
elaborate architectural setting with its complicated perspective. Gallery of Art website. 


