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Second Sunday in Lent

FEBRUARY 28,

“...take up [your] cross and follow Me.” Part II
Mark 8:34

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For

my yoke is easy and ny burden is light.” Matthew 11:29

In Part I of this series we journeyed and surveyed the hardships of doing the
work of Jesus among the marginalized. Yet, we left each other with the
hopeful thought that is found in Matthew's Gospel wherein the "yoke is easy
and burden light." Perhaps these two ideas may seem at odds. Perhaps they
are. Perhaps for the Evangelists a different Jesus was experienced. Which Jesus
might you/we experience. I suspect that at any given time in our day, our lives,
it might be either Jesus or perhaps both.

I know a man who owns a bar. He is a delightful fellow. He has a kind face
that is most welcoming. This wonderful man is moderate in his view of the
wortld and questions a lot of what is going on in the world, race relations,
politics, and so on. I believe him to be a moderate. He happens to be gay
which is nothing that should fully define us. Every two weeks or so he shows
up at our Food Pantry. He enjoys the company of others doing this work. It
has become a small community of friends over time. He spends several hours
of his day packing food. He has also distributed food to those that our Pantry
support. He does not want notoriety, nor does he want even a little
acknowledgement. This man simply wants to enjoy the friendships that he has
built in this Food Pantry Community and he wants to do some good.

He has attended worship on occasion but no one would call him "churchy."
He reminds me so much of our Gospel of Matthew's reading for Ash
Wednesday. "

"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagognes and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others....But when you give
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may
be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward yon."
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He is "giving alms" surely but he does so "in secret" and his reward is internal. My
guess is that this servant sleeps well at night.

I know another fellow traveler along "The Way." This man is also a delight. He is
from Alabama and is one of the most fun loving guys I know. He is a retired
teacher and he also loves to sing in a choir. He happens to be gay and has a enjoyed
a wonderful marriage to a very sweet man. I also know that he likes to party with
friends and eat at a lot of local restaurants. Before COVID I knew of his copious
cating habits because he'd post his brunches on Facebook with great regularity. He
spends time packing "Blessing bags" and encouraging his husband who distributes
them. They are a team. He also offers time doing data entry work at the church as a
volunteer freeing up others to do community work. He absolutely does not seek
attention of even a compliment. He does so because quite simply that is who he is
and he is motivated by his faith. Again, he prays in "secret" and gives his alms, his
time, in "secret." Like our first friend, he sleeps well at night.

The list of people just like these two is long. Listing them all would be akin to what
we call "The Litany of Saints. " The cross that they take up is light because the
payoff is deep and spiritual and assures us that we are doing good things. Doing
this work can remove us from "the rat race." It can help us internally by creating in
us a "clean heart" as the psalmist sings:

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

"1 Do not cast me from your presence
or take your Holy Spirit from me.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

The metaphor of taking up a cross is bold and should be read as a radical
statement. Think about the cross, think about what Jesus did that resulted in being
hung on the cross, think about what Jesus said while on the cross—radical stuff. To
take up your cross may require going against "social norms." But equally, it can and
will often provide comfort for the soul. " For zy burden is easy and my yoke is light" is a
door that opens the possibilities of a world in genuine love, in genuine care, in
genuine service to others. The benefits of which can and has in so many cases

changed the world.

As of this writing over 1,800 MRE’s have been given out to the hungry. What a
delight it is to know that today or tomorrow someone is less hungty because they
came to our door. One of them is named Matthew 20 something who is homeless;
his mother is an Episcopal priest in California —keep him in your prayers.
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Read and understand Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as he understood this "yoke" this "cross." When
he wrote:

"I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great a burden to beat.”

"Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into friend."

"I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in
reality. That is why right, temporarily defeated, is stronger than evil triumphant."

"Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out
hate; only love can do that."

If you wish to offer your time or talent in service to the community;
If you wish to become part of a fellowship that builds friendships in service;
If you wish to quietly change the world you live in;
Contact Fr. Bill Terry
Fr.bill@stannanola.org
We will find a place for you.

Good morning from Shreveport! It is cold and early, but we have a nice warm bus to
take us to the hospital.

This is Kaitlin Alexis Terry. We have, like others,
offered prayers for her because she is one of those
miraculous angels called Registered Nurse. For the
past year she has worked at Saint Bernard Hospital
managed by Ochsner. She has a daughter at NOCCA
and a son aged 2+. She is married and lives in Meraux.
Yes, she is the mother of Fr. Terry’s grandson. But
what is important is that she is passionate about her
work and passionate about social equity. She is on a
trip to a hospital in Shreveport that is right now
understaffed. Like our other RN, Zak Gillespie she is
doing what is necessary to help save lives. Keep her in
your prayers as we do all others who continue the work
to keep us safe and healthy. I just wanted you to see
another face of our health care heroes.
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From Facebook

I often find out more about our congregation from Facebook, sometimes more than what one
wants to know, but equally sometimes with rewarding results. Here are a few posts:

L& Father Ron ang Friends
L 19h i:,

We wish to 5

Die! a new singl hat Don't 1e¢ the Fire

e by Father : Th below is just
be released Mar. 19, js tﬁon and Friends to bit of humor and who
Brﬂﬂze Medals fr 4 € winner of two knows maybe such would

om the Globa| Music Awards be true. But I do think that

Genesis would then have
to be revised with the story
of not Adam and Eve but
Armand and Estelle. I am
also sure that the apple
would be an alligator pear.

T
'I &

{ﬂﬁ;gx-@ Americana Folk Music
Protest Music

AWARDS

OU 37 Monica Marie
5h-Q

Fr. Ron and Friends has been

ceound s while, Fr, Ron If Adam & Eve had
Clingenpeel is a member of the .
clergy in the Diocese of b c j h y
Louisiana. He has been a een a uns' t e
visiting priest at St. Anna’s. He

is also a folk singer and DJ at Wou Id have eaten

WWOZ. Fr. Ron, for about the S
past year does a weekly h k d
Facebook Live concert; usually t e sna e InStea
solo but sometimes with guests

He has consistently asked for . Of the a p ple and

donations for his evenings

entertainment to go to Anna’s saved us a“ a IOt Of

Place NOLA. So, we want to
thank Fr. Ron and give him a

shout out for his achievement. t ro u b I e ®

Well earned good Father.
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$3,500 raised of $6,500 goal

23 26 19

donors shares followers

Share
Donate now

This fundraiser is located near you

®

Melissa Baker
$100  4hrs

A

Rill Terrv is arganizing this fiindraiser ta henefit St Annas Fnisconal

Remember that you can use either GoFundMe or make a direct donation.

We now have a total in donations of: $7,775.00
Can we get to $12,000?!

Our fund ‘s goal is to establish a baseline of financial support for present and future scholars.
Giving for Greatness is the best gift of all. For further information contact :

Fr.bill@stannanola.otg or
Call 504-947-2121 ask for Fr. Bill

Or simply mail a check to St. Anna’s
Finally: www.gf.me/u/zhwncx

What is an education worth? What is the cost of the future?
These are simple questions with complex answers. We now have the opportunity to answer
through our actions. St. Anna's has started a scholarship program for several of the young adults

in our Anna's Places program.

This is a chance to make a difference in their future and the future of this community. As the cur-
rent Sr. Warden of St. Anna's I ask you to consider a donation to this scholarship fund.

Again I ask you, What is an education worth and what is the cost of the future?

Nicole Gottschalk
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A Church History—

Saint Anna’s Vestry

}j"‘- retreat in 2008 including

i guests focused on
rebuilding our church ..

Below: Saint Anna’s
Parish photo 2003 The
Feast of Saint Anna.
Avg. Sun. Attendance
about 55.

DISTRACTE;

£

NIEin o

Following Katrina a wonderful
retired priest from Philadelphia
gave us his trailer to use for
temporary housing for
volunteers as the city rebuilt.
Note the St. Anna’s Mobile
Medical Unit in the
background. We still do the
03/27/2007 work of Christ in Community.
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Looking Down the Road— It’s Important

We at Saint Anna’s need to look down the road and start thinking about rebuilding our ministries.
Perhaps in four to six months we may be in a much better place. So, during this Season of Lent I
ask you to pray and consider joining one of the following ministries when it is safe:

¢ The Altar Guild needs three volunteers who are willing to set the altar and care for the holy
hardware. This would mean a one day a month commitment and joining for decorating on
Major Feast days.

¢ Choir. This would mean being regular in attendance and the possibility of a choir practice one
evening a week for about one hour. It may also mean a somewhat longer practice for major
teast days. We sure do miss your voices.

+ Readers. If you were a Reader I need to know if you wish to be a Reader.

¢ Nursery volunteer. If we have four volunteers that would mean one Sunday a month. You
will have to take boundaries training on line and go through a background check. We want
everyone safe.

+ Usher/Greeters for Sunday worship. We would like teams of two or three and we want to
expand their roles just a bit.

Pray about it. Give it some thought. Let Fr. Terry know so we can start a list of potential
ministers.

In Service to the Church

Greeters Video Altar Service
2/28 Karen/Stewart tba Bill/*Deacon Buck/Chatlie-Jalyn
3/7 VP/Nicole G. Sean Deri/Celeste/Luigi
3/14 Kirk/Rebecca tba Charlie/Bill G
3/21 Roberta/Gary Sean ?/Deacon Buck /Jalyn Reader

*Deacon Buck to preach
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® Erik Adrian Alexander is with Victoria Zemke.
M’ February 20 at 11:54 AM - &

Oh my gosh!
The time has come! I can hold my book!!!

opie; ey

Pre order your copy at nolapapa.com

QDS Allison Reid, Kirk Toups and 150 others 48 Comments 1 Share

“The Adventures of Addie Underwater’
is a children’s book series that tackles the difficult questions which will hopefully, in turn, create
a much needed dialogue between parents and their children in a natural and tactful manner by
introducing adoption, skin color, loss of a family member, and dealing with bullies.

The first book in this series helps to show children that although all families are different, they
all love their families in the same way.
It is so important that children learn at an early age that some families do not look like their
own.

This is especially true as they

grow into their school age years.

Lastly, he wanted it to be super easy to read and to understand. ‘Beginning readers’
will have fun reading it as well!
www.nolapapa.com

Eric, Douglas and family are faithful members of Saint Anna’s Community
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A Prayer Request

By The Rev. Deacon Leroy “Buck” Close, St. Anna’s Episcopal Church in New Otleans.

In the winter of 1957, my Mom and Dad took a winter vacation to Haiti. Why Haiti? As my Mom
tells it she had always wanted to go to Africa, but with five children already (and three more on
the way) she figured that she’d never get there so she settled for Haiti. When they returned from
their adventure, my parents showed us movies that they’d taken while there and I remember
immediately being captivated by the sheer exoticism of the place - the mountains, the seacoast
and, most of all the people. Nine years later, in the summer of 1966, when I was all of 16, a
friend and I took a week’s trip to Haiti. The next summer, I returned for a second visit. I was
hooked on Haiti.

The story of my subsequent involvement in Haiti is far too long to go into in this space. Suffice it
to say, Haiti has played a key role in my life, and especially my spiritual life, for some 55 years.
Along the way, I met three of my spiritual role models. All were members of the Salesian order -
one priest, Fr. Arthur Volel - and two Sisters - St. Catherine and Sr. Nicolle. St. Nicolle 1s still with
us. She is 94 and lives in the Provincial House in Port au Prince.

The people of Haiti are living in a lawless and violent place in absolute grinding poverty - the
worst in this hemisphere and among the worst in the world. In the past there have been moments
of hope for Haiti. After the demise of the Duvalier regime (Papa Doc and Baby Doc) one could
hope for better things for Haiti. When Jean Bertrand Aristide (then a Salesian priest, since
defrocked) was elected in the early 90’ there was a glimmer of hope for better times. Even after
the devastating earthquake of 2010 (which I was unfortunate enough to be present for), the world
briefly turned its attention to Haiti and one hoped for a turnaround based on all the attention
Haiti was getting. That hope was short-lived. The attention span of the developed world is short.

In the eleven years since the earthquake Haiti has
gone backward in every measure. Poverty is worse.
Governance is non-existent. Violence, especially
robbery and kidnapping has skyrocketed. But the
worst thing about the current situation is that it is
impossible to think of a reason to be hopeful. In
former times, the hope one could have was largely
based on emigration to the US or Canada.
However, our country has long since slammed the
door shut on Haitian immigration and has,
especially during the last four years, deported many
Haitians for the crime of being undocumented.
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And now to the prayer request or, actually, two prayer requests. I ask your prayers for the Haitian
people who are suffering more today than, I believe, at any point in my lifetime. Ask that God give
them hope in their suffering. And I ask your prayers for St. Nicolle as she lives her last days. Pray
that she may have a glimmer of hope for the people she has served for her entire life.

Each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday morning we pray the prayers of Suffrage A at Morning
Prayer. Two lines of that litany are most appropriate to use when praying for Haiti:

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Thank you for your prayers.
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Rusty Q Downing

Rusty Downing is the husband of Brother Don Dubay. He and his husband live in the
Marigny and have been faithful members of St. Anna’s Church for over a decade. Rusty has
quietly offered perhaps hundreds of volunteer hours to the St. Anna’s family working in the
office helping with data entry, working in the food pantry loading groceries, and working in
the field helping his husband distribute love and good things to our homeless brothers and
sisters. Rusty was a science teacher for high school students before retiring a few years ago.
We are pleased to announce that Rusty is our new Junior Warden and he will work closely
with Junior Warden emeritus Kirk Toups. What does that mean? Send any calls for repair
to the office or advise Kirk Toups who will be our on-the-ground person. We are blessed to
have these faithful men doing God’s work.
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Old Testament Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you,
and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As
for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the
ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of
you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you
and to your offspring after you.

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give
rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

Psalm 22:22-30 Deus, Deus meus

22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; *
stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel;
all you of Jacob's line, give glory.
23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither does he hide his face from them; *
but when they cry to him he hears them.
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lotd, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; *
he rules over the nations.
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
29 My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the Lord's for ever.
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.
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The Epistle Romans 4:13-25

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it
is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise
is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there
violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law
but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of
us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls
into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed
that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was
said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he
was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God,
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was
reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,”
were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Hymn Selections for Worship

Voluntary: Berceuse Gabriel Faure'
Opening Hymn: The God of Abraham Praise Hymnal401
Gospel Hymn: Crus fidelis inter omnes WLP 737
Offertory: Wondrous Love, K. Leach Southern Harmony 1835
Communion Hymn: I Can Hear My Savior Calling LEVAS #144
Closing Hymn: Lead On, O King Eternal Hymnal 555
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The Gospel Mark 8:31-38

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

The compassionate life is a grateful life, and actions
born out of gratefulness are not compulsive but
free, not somber, but joyful, not fanatical but
liberating. When gratitude 1s the source of our
actions, our giving becomes receiving and those to
whom we minister become our ministers.

Unknown




Our Mission

Saint Anna’s

1313 Esplanade Ave. "

New Orleans, LA. 70116
Office: 504-947-2121
Email: admin@stannanola.org

1. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare
the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and

hospitality. "

The Collect for Lent 2

God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray
from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you

and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Awen.

“Abrabam’s Journey to Canaan”

Painter Michael Khundiashvili is a recipient of Na-
tional and International Portrait Competitions Awards
and Honors and a Graduate of the acclaimed Academy
for Fine Arts in Thilisi Georgia. His paintings are in
private and public Collections throughout the Russia,
Canada, Israel, Georgia, USA and has been featured in
several national publications. Since 1987 he is a mem-
ber of the association of Arts in the Soviet Union. In
1995 he immigrated to Israel and become a member of
the Israeli painters and sculptors association. A Master
of Fine Arts, he has a strong belief in the Eternal Val-
ues offered to the artists by the Renaissance

Special Preacher This Sunday:
The Rev. Deacon Buck Close

In Service to the Church

Audio Visual - Jack Craft/Chatlie
Altar Servers:
Buck Close—Deacon/Preacher Hospitality:
Bill Glew Thurifer Karen Judge—Host
Jalyn Reader Stewart Chaplin—Usher



