
 

It is upon us, Lent, in all of  its ritual complexities. The Church has 
set aside 40 days and 40 nights (excluding Sundays) for self  
examination and setting about spiritual discipline. That discipline is 
commended to be the reading of  scripture, fasting, Confession, and 
transformation.  
 
Since March of  2020 I believe that we have been in an extended 
Season of  Lent. We have experienced deep spiritual wounds as a 
community. We have been forced to abstain from close contact; to 
not touch; to not gather in meaningful ways. We have fasted from 
friendships in-person, from Mardi Gras as we know it. We have 
fasted from so many of  the delights in our life like safely going to a 
coffee shop to enjoy a morning. Many have had spiritual challenges 
and perhaps even transformative revelations during this Season of  
never ending Lent.  
 
One of  the metaphors that the 
Season rests upon is the 40 days 
in the desert as Jesus struggled 
with and was confronted by 
Satan. The "Temptation of  
Christ" is featured in Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke. Within these 
several accounts Jesus is 
tempted "yet did not sin." He is 
confronted with those worldly 
attractions that indeed have 
manifested themselves in this 
very age.  La
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Christ in the Wilderness by Ivan Kramskov—1892 



We have seen the temptation of  power these past months.  We have 
seen the temptation of  avarice and greed these past months. We have 
seen the temptation of  racial hatred these past months. We have been 
wandering, like Christ, in a modern desert in so many ways. 
Temptations and challenges, even now, are presented. Do we try to 
skip in line for the vaccine?  Do we go ahead and disregard best 
practices and travel afar? Do we, in some strange way, equate wearing a 
mask with civil liberties? We have certainly been in a desert experience 
in so many ways. Like the Israelites wandering in the desert for 40 
years we are seeking a homeland for our souls. Yet, like those children 
of  God we too often rebel and so lose for a time our movement into 
holy relationships with all of  God's creation.  
 
This Lent I would suggest that rather than fasting in the traditional 
way one might fast from the temptations of  Facebook or Twitter. I 
might suggest that we "create a clean heart within ourselves." That we 
worship with regularity, pray with regularity, study scripture in a 
disciplined way. That we immerse ourselves in our faith and our faith 
traditions.  
 
Perhaps we can gather in forums of  faith and friendship, albeit, via 
Zoom or other vehicles. Perhaps we can even write a note or letter 
using the mail to an old friend, companion, relative, or parishioner. 
There is nothing quite so personal as real mail. Perhaps we can take 
this time to mend old broken fences; to adjust our lifestyles to be more 
spiritually abundant; consider the following: 
 

God, grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change, 

the courage to change the things I can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference. 

Living one day at a time, 
enjoying one moment at a time; 

accepting hardship as a pathway to peace; 
taking, as Jesus did, 

this sinful world as it is, 
not as I would have it; 
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trusting that You will make all things right 
if  I surrender to Your will; 

so that I may be reasonably happy in this life 
and supremely happy with You forever in the next. 

Amen. 
                                         
The “Serenity Prayer” is often associated with addiction recovery. Yet, those famous 
12 steps are indeed steps to a healthy life, a restored life, a balanced and honest life. 
Even the most well adjusted of  us needs, I believe, a tune up. The goal of  these steps 
is to life a life that is “happy, joyous, and free.” If  we live that life we are out of  the 
desert. For those unfamiliar with the 12 Steps here is a link: 
 

https://www.verywellmind.com/the-twelve-steps-63284 
 

Step one is about admitting your addiction. You may want to consider whatever 
“compulsion” that you may have. Translate intelligently the steps but they are steps to 
a healthy life. We will be offering at least one 12 Step Eucharist this Lent. Join us.  

Ash Wednesday Services 

February 17th 
 

Noon Imposition of  Ashes 

Followed by Eucharist 

 

6:00 p.m. Imposition of  Ashes 

Followed by Full Solemn Mass 

 

Adoration of  the Blessed  
(no music) 

Sacrament each Wednesday via  

Facebook Live and in-person. 

 

12 Step Eucharist Wednesday 
March 3 at 6:00 p.m.  FB Live and  

in-person. 
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Since December the Dodwell House Committee formed a search 
committee to secure the services of  the best Fund Raising 
Consultant and Team Member that we could find. Three were 
wonderful candidates many of  whom may well have met our needs. 
But, Dr. Alvarado brought such gifted insightfulness, energy, and 
vision for our program that we enthusiastically invited her to join us. 
Among many things that impressed us was her commitment to 
working with organizations that help to empower people of  color . 
You will enjoy her high energy and goals. So, welcome: 
 
 
Dr. Ingrid Alvarado Nichols is the founder and CEO of  Advance LLC, where she secures and 
manages all contracts with partner organizations. She is responsible for the research, planning, and 
strategy to qualify, cultivate, solicit and steward major gift donors for capital campaigns and 
strategic initiatives. She also writes content, and manages a team that supports and responds to the 
needs of  partners. Dr. Alvarado has secured multi-million dollar grants for partner clients from 
government and private foundation sources. She began her career in higher education  where she 
raised major gifts for capital campaigns and annual fund programs at Tulane University and Spring 
Hill College for nine years. In 2012, she transitioned to serving the PreK-12 public education 
sector. 
  
Dr. Alvarado earned both her Bachelor of  Arts and M.B.A. degrees at Spring Hill College in 
Mobile, AL. She earned a Ph.D. in Educational Leadership at the University of  New Orleans 
where she researched and wrote about teachers of  color in New Orleans, their retention, 
mentoring experiences, and impact on the educational outcomes of  students in public charter 
schools. 
  
Dr. Alvarado serves on the Board of  Directors at New Orleans College Prep, which directly 
manages the three schools in her neighborhood, and she volunteers her time on the Board as 
Chair of  the Development Committee. During the mandatory school closures in March 2020, Dr. 
Alvarado was appointed to the Finance Committee at Algiers Charter charged with the planning 
of  the re-entry and recovery of  Landry-Walker High School and Martin Behrman Academy 
following the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
She is a member of  Alpha Sigma Nu honor society and a former Education Pioneers Fellow. In 
2015, Dr. Alvarado was awarded the Magis Medal, which is given annually to two individuals who 
exemplify scholarship, loyalty, and service to better the world. Dr. Alvarado is an immigrant from 
Belize and intentionally resides in a predominantly Black and Brown neighborhood in New 
Orleans. 

Welcome to the Team:  Dodwell House is on the move! 



Our Scholarship Fund Update 

A Home for Stimulus Checks 

 

Not everyone needs them. 

If  not—consider gifting that check to St. Anna’s 
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In addition to our GoFundMe “Empowering Potential” public appeal we have also raised 
$4,200.00 in direct donations.  

 

We now have a total in donations of:  $5,725.00 
 

A Pivot:  It was recently suggested by a church member that this Scholarship Fund be a 
permanent fixture in support of  our graduating High School Students who pursue education 
beyond High School. To be clear that may take the form of  College matriculation; Community 
College certifications; Beauty Schools; Technical Certificates or Trade School Certifications; any 
educational pursuit that prepares our students to be successful in this world. As it stands our 
threshold is $1,500/student. If  that can be increased it would be amazing. Each student will be 
awarded their individual grants once they matriculate and are enrolled. Thank you to everyone in 
support of  Empowering the Potential for Future Leaders. For further information contact : 

Fr.bill@stannanola.org or 
Call 504-947-2121 ask for Fr. Bill 

Or simply mail a check to St. Anna’s 
Finally:  www.gf.me/u/zhwncx 

 
 

Go Fund Me 
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A Church History–  
 
The Church on the right was St. Anna’s 
circa 1885-90.  Yes, that was St. Anna’s 
during one of  her several “Golden Ages.” 
The church was larger than the present 
building occupying what is now both the 
church and parish hall space. Note the 
recently planted oak trees on the Avenue.  
 
This church replaced a wooden structure 
that was built in the 1860’s and burned 
along with several other houses in the late 
1870’s. As you will note in previous 
articles the property was secured by a 
donation from Dr. Mercer who was a 
local philanthropist.  
 
St. Anna’s really wasn’t named St. Anna’s 
until the late 1860’s when it replaced St. 
Peter’s Mission Church. During this 
period of  time The Rev. Dr. Hunter was 

Rector at the 
time of  this 
photograph. The church was a bit of  a scandal in those days. Most 
southern churches were “Low Church” lacking what we believe our 
ritual to be today. Hunter introduced “High Church Ritual” as the image 
of  his biretta clad head would indicate. He introduced confessionals in 
the church among several other “Romeish” innovations. He would later 
move along in the early 20th century. At sometime in the early 20th 
century the church fell on hard financial times. The structure endured a 
tornado causing the steeple to fall; later termites; later a hurricane. By 
1948 the City Council condemned the building with an order to 
demolish. In previous articles we covered, in part, The Rev. Parker who 
is responsible for the demolition and eventual building of  our now, more 
modest, church. The current structure was built in 1952 which included 
work with the Mason’s. But that is another story.  
 
The history of  St. Anna’s is filled with great works, sinful works, and 
survival. Acknowledging all of  that this church today is unique and well 
positioned to grow and bring Jesus to so many folks.  
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The Readings for Sunday 

Old Testament 2 Kings 2:1-12 
 
When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” 
But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself  live, I will not leave you.” So they went 
down to Bethel. The company of  prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to 
him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, 
I know; keep silent.” 
 
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself  live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The 
company of  prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know 
that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be 
silent.” 
 
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself  live, I will not leave you.” So the two of  them went on. Fifty 
men of  the company of  prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both 
were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; 
the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of  them crossed on dry 
ground. 
 
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken 
from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of  your spirit.” He responded, “You 
have asked a hard thing; yet, if  you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if  
not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of  fire and horses of  fire 
separated the two of  them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching 
and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of  Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no 
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
 
Psalm 50:1-6 Deus deorum  
 
1 The Lord, the God of  gods, has spoken; * 
 he has called the earth from the rising of  the sun to its setting. 
2 Out of  Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
 God reveals himself  in glory. 
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 
 before him there is a consuming flame, 
 and round about him a raging storm. 
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 
 to witness the judgment of  his people. 



5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
 those who have made a covenant with me 
 and sealed it with sacrifice." 
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of  his cause; * 
 for God himself  is judge. 
 
The Epistle 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
 
Even if  our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case 
the god of  this world has blinded the minds of  the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of  the gospel of  the glory of  Christ, who is the image of  
God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light 
shine out of  darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of  the 
knowledge of  the glory of  God in the face of  Jesus Christ. 
The Gospel Mark 9:2-9 
 
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his 
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 
And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know 
what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and 
from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 
him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 
 
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about 
what they had seen, until after the Son of  Man had risen from the dead.  
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

 

Voluntary:   Nearer My God to Thee     arr. D. R. Johnson 

Opening Hymn:  Immortal,  Invisible God Only Wise   Hymnal423 

Gospel Hymn:  Heal Me, Hands of  Jesus    WLP 773 

Offertory:   There's Something About That Name    arr. K. Leach  

Communion:   Just When I Need Him Most    LEVAS 82 

Closing Hymn:  Glory, Glory, Hallelujah    LEVAS 130 
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SPOTLIGHT: Commentary and Reflections 
  

Today’s readings celebrate God’s transformative presence. Elisha receives the mantle of  prophetic responsibility from 
Elijah. Paul pictures the changes brought by the light of  Christ. In the gospel, Peter, James and John are forever 
transformed by Jesus’ transfiguration. 
 
About the First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12 
This story recounts the bodily ascension of  Elijah and the commissioning of  Elisha as his 
successor. “The company of  prophets” (v. 3) come to meet Elisha. They are members of  the 
prophetic guilds, often advisors to the king. When they come to the Jordan, Elijah parts the waters 
like Moses at the Red Sea and Joshua at the Jordan. Elisha asks Elijah for “a double share” (v. 9)—
the portion of  a firstborn son—of  his spirit. The fire that separates the two men is associated 
with the power of  God acting through Elijah. 
 
About the Psalm: Psalm 50:1-6 
Psalm 50 focuses on the meaning of  sacrifice. God’s people have abandoned the covenant and 
forgotten the real significance of  sacrifice. Their offerings do not feed a hungry God nor assure 
God’s favor; they should rather be an expression of  the people’s reliance upon and thankfulness to 
God. 

“From the perspective of  the gospel, fund-raising is not a 
response to a crisis. Fund-raising is, first and foremost, 

a form of  ministry…. It is also always a call to 
conversion…. When we have gained the freedom to ask 
without fear, to love fund-raising as a form of  ministry, 

then fund-raising will be good for our spiritual life.”  
Henri Nouwen 



 
About the Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Paul defends his apostolic ministry against opponents in the Corinthian Church. To the charge 
of  self-glorification, he replies that he preaches to make God known. He summarizes Christian 
belief  in “Jesus Christ as Lord” (v. 5) and Christian ministry as service to others for Jesus’ sake. 
 
The God of  creation is now manifested in the new creation through Christ. The light of  Christ 
is unfading, in contrast to the fading light of  the law. It now shines in the hearts of  believers, 
gradually changing them into Christ’s likeness. 
 
About the Gospel: Mark 9:2-9 
The account of  Jesus’ transfiguration echoes God’s appearance to Moses on Mount Sinai (see 
Exodus 24:15-18 and 34:29-35). The voice from the cloud repeats the statement from Jesus’ 
baptism (1:11) with the additional command “listen to him” (v. 7). As Moses represents the 
tradition of  the law, so Elijah represents the prophetic tradition. 
 
Mark emphasizes Peter’s confused responses. The dwellings he proposes building would be like 
those built in the vineyards at the time of  the Jewish Feast of  Booths. 
 
Reflection and Response 
Today’s readings mark an appropriate end to a season that began with John the Baptist’s calling 
his listeners to alertness. The prophet sensed dimly that the One who followed him would 
transcend the limits of  this world and fulfill the fondest human hope for a Messiah. 
 
These scriptures also mark the beginning of  Lent. The theme of  transformation signals that the 
time of  our conversion is at hand. 
 
The transfiguration took place at the beginning of  the apostles’ “Lent,” a dark time as Jesus 
moved surely and steadily toward his passion. They were probably as confused about his mission 
and their part in it as we are, as reluctant to follow, as needful of  light for a murky way. 
 
The sublime silence of  the mountaintop frightened Peter into jabbering talk. Ironically, Peter’s 
later writing reveals that he has cherished that moment of  insight on the mountaintop over years 
that must have often seemed dark or confusing. The vision of  light sustained him through the 
darkness of  the passion, the torture of  his own betrayal and the Church’s tumultuous early years 
when he must have been bewildered about which direction his leadership should take. 
 
What is true for Peter is true for us. We, too, have our moments, pure gifts when a life that is 
often askew slips into perfect order and clarity. At such times we known the presence of  the 
living Lord. We would trust him then with our dearest treasures, and we regret the times we have 
been stingy in our faith commitments. 
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One of  the unknowns of  the New Testament is the identification of  the mountain 
where Jesus underwent his Transfiguration.  

Mount Tabor 

Mount Tabor (575 metres or 1,886 feet high) is the traditional location. The earliest 
identification of  the Mount of  Transfiguration as Tabor is by Origen in the 3rd cen-
tury. It is also mentioned by St. Cyril of  Jerusalem and St. Jerome in the 4th cen-
tury. It is later mentioned in the 5th-century Transitus Beatae Mariae Virginis. Addition-
ally, the highest summit on Mount Tabor is referenced as the place of  the Transfigura-
tion according to the Mystical City of  God by Maria of  Agreda, who writes: "For his 
Transfiguration He selected a high mountain in the center of  Galilee, two leagues east 
of  Nazareth and called Mount Tabor." The Church of  the Transfiguration is located 
atop Mount Tabor. (Credit Wikipedia) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transfiguration_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Tabor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Origen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Cyril_of_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Jerome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transitus_Beatae_Mariae_Virginis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Transfiguration
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Mardi Gras is a great party. But it is not the be all, end all of  who we are. 
New Orleans is a poem we live each day. It is in the rhythm of  our footsteps, the beat of  

our breath, the taste of  creations waiting to flow from our fingertips upon a paper, a 
canvas, a music chart. It is in our voice and so sure in our hearts.    

 
2/8/2021 Facebook Post Eliot Kamenitz 

 
Clarion Herald Guest Column 10/20/2018 by Eliot Kamenitz  [written on the occasion of  
the Tree of  Life Synagogue shooting] 
 
I am a Jew. I was born that way.  
 
I can’t say I am very religious. I don’t go to temple, not even during the sacred days of  Rosh 
Hashanah or Yom Kippur when many Jews find their spiritual way home for at least once a year. 
 
I can’t read Hebrew. I don’t know the current year of  the Jewish calendar, and I married outside 
of  the faith. And, as I was once picking up a Yahrziet candle to light in my father’s memory, an 
elderly devout Jew noted my otherwise lacking ways. 
 
He called me a Bad Jew. It’s just one of  our labels. 
 
As Jews we sometime tag ourselves: Orthodox, Conservative, Reformed. Other times, we have self
-inflicted names: Agnostic, atheist, non-practicing. Some of  us have left altogether to embrace 
other religions, which comfort our souls. 
 
But none of  this matters because no matter what we call ourselves or what others call us, in the 
end, we are Jews ... because ... we were born that way. 
 
We are not a religion. We are a people. A very old people. 
 
Once a month, I do meet with an orthodox rabbi and a few others in an informal meeting to say a 
few prayers, eat some lox and bagels. We discuss current events. We discuss traditions. We discuss 
our place as Jews in the modern world. I find warmth in this. But I don’t do it to move closer to 
my God. I do it to move closer to my people.  
 
The other day in Pittsburgh, they killed 11 of  my people. They died for one simple reason. They 
were born Jews.  
 

Wisdom from an Old Friend 
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In lieu of  this and other recent events, many of  us believe it is a bad time to be a Jew. I think this 
is wrong. It is a good time to be a Jew. 
 
It is a good time to be a Jew because, as it has been drilled into us, we are God’s Chosen People. 
You’ve got to understand, this doesn’t mean you are first to cross the finish line. It doesn’t mean 
you get to go to the head of  the lunch line. 
 
It means, by Jewish teachings, as far as I understand it, you are God’s fix-it-man on earth. 
 
It is taught amongst our people: Jews were put upon this world to practice Tikkun Olam. Simply 
translated, it means “repair the world.” 
 
If  ever the world was in a fixer-upper state, it is certainly now. 
 
The Jewish deaths in Pittsburgh have given this country a chance for repair. It will give all people, 
no matter what race, what following, what party, what tag they go by, the chance to find their 
goodness, no matter how far it is buried in cynicism or hopelessness, and try to repair this broken 
day in this broken world teetering on a broken future. 
 
I am sure the families of  those lost in Pittsburgh will not find this a cooling salve to the heat of  
their pain, but today the world is looking at the 11 Jews in Pittsburgh. Unwanted or not, they are 
performing Tikkun Olam. They are the initial tools for sapping the power from the toxins of  
bigotry, blind hate and ignorance. 
 
This is why it is a good day to be a Jew. Because we cry not for ourselves, but for the world we can 
repair. If  we Jews do not believe this, then all the tears we shed today – and all those we have shed 
for the last 5,000 years – will have been in vain.  
 
Eliot Kamenitz is a photojournalist who worked for The 
Times-Picayune for 32 years and later for the New Orleans 
Advocate for four years before retiring in January 2017.  
 
Eliot has also been a long time friend of  St. Anna’s. 
introduced to us by Gregory Thompson In his role as a 
photo-journalist he is credited for featuring our Palm 
Sunday Processions in the Times Picayune for several 
years. We have some great photos of  those days and we 
deeply appreciate all that Eliot  continues to do for the 
community. Oh and he’s a musician as well! 
 
The Clarion Column is past us but his words still ring true 
today. Keep the memories alive. Shed our tears together.  



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for Last after Epiphany 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

O 
 God, who before the passion of  your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy 
mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of  his countenance, may be 
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

In Service to the Church 
 

Altar Servers: 
Buck Close - The Rev. Deacon 

Bill Glew as Thurifer 
 

 

Audio Visual - Jack Craft/Charlie Gottschalk 
 

Hospitality: 
Gary VanVonderan—Host 
Roberta Wilsonn—Usher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Transfiguration of  Christ by Earl Mott (b. 1949) 


