
 
This week past the Diocese of  Louisiana hosted its semi-annual clergy 
conference. The Conference was, for my money, a success. One of  our 
speakers, Mary McGregor, offered us time to reconsider, in many ways, how 
we are doing church; how our challenges have been met and unmet. One take 
away for me was this, "volunteer" needs to be put on the shelf  in church.  
 
Why get rid of  what seems to be an accurate noun? Let's go down this road 
for just a bit. First, what does it mean to be "Church?" McGregor holds that 
these are the core purposes of  a Congregation: 
 

 Worship and prayer 
 Formation of  Disciples 
 Pastoral Care 
 Fellowship  
 Ministry- Serving the World 

 
The first two are primary. But closely following are the next three. The last 
two have no priority over the other. Worship and prayer are the primary 
function of  Church and of  the call of  Jesus, like the Shema says, "To love the 
Lord thy God with All your heart" such is prayer and worship. Further, from 
the beginning Jesus meant his call to be communal that is worked out in 
communities. These communities form around worship and prayer and 
become "Church." The duty of  that Church is to form "Disciples."  
 
Disciples are the body of  Christ. Disciples follow the founding principles and 
teachings of  Jesus. In following those teachings and his very presence we 
become that Body of  Christ. At this point we could then say that, compelled 
by His teaching, we are not "members" of  a church but rather "Disciples." 
This is precisely the term used in the Book of  Acts and in describing the 
earliest of  our faith ancestors. So, we are not "members" but rather 
"disciples." 
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AnnaGram 
Get rid of  the word "Volunteer!" 



Volunteers give of  their time to a cause, a work, a program. The volunteer does so for the 
fulfillment of  that mission. Conversely, the Disciple is compelled to one of  the greatest of  
callings, service because we love. We are born into Christ and just so, our faith is to serve. We 
serve in so many ways. We serve one another in establishing friendships and caring for each other. 
We serve the other among us. We are born to serve the under severed, the lonely, the isolated, the 
hungry, the sad, and  the joyous. We serve as part of  our faith.  
 
Paul's Letter to the Corinthians in part talks about our Discipleship, our calling, our ministry of  
service: 
 

4 There are different kinds of  gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of  service, but 
the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of  working, but in all of  them and in everyone it is the same God at 
work. 7 Now to each one the manifestation of  the Spirit is given for the common good. 
 
27 Now you are the body of  Christ, and each one of  you is a part of  it. 
 
If  then we are first disciples then ministers doing that discipleship then we are not volunteers but 
something deeper, something compelled by belief  that goes beyond the immediacy of  need.  
 
Therefore, our ushers for mass are not "volunteers" they are hospitality ministers. They are 
compelled by the desire to serve our congregation compelled by faith. Our feeding programs are 
not populated by volunteers but rather by the compelling need to "feed the hungry" by the 
faithful. It is true that faith may not always be found in the pews but in service to God. "For you 
fed me when I was hungry."  
 
All of  the work of  this St. Anna's from moping, to sorting food, to challenging and loving 
children, of  praying and experiencing Eucharist as Altar Servers, choirs that sing, rooms that are 
painted and those who teach are worked out and done by Ministers. We have no volunteers we 
have faithful ministers of  The Word.  
 
Today, in our Clergy Conference, our Presiding Bishop said this: 

"We keep the faith. The faith will keep us...Keep the faith because in the end love is going to 
win...The love of  Jesus Christ carrying the cross...Agape, that seeks to serve and is unselfish" 

 
(Read my “footnote” on servant ministry on page 12) 
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Mary MacGregor has served the Episcopal Church at the local, diocesan, provincial and national levels since 
1985. She has worked as a speaker, trainer or consultant in 46 dioceses and served as a deputy from the Epis-

copal Diocese of Texas at 3 General Conventions.  She has spoken in over 60 conferences and seminars across 
the country, often as keynoter. She served for 20 years on the Diocese of Texas staff with her final years as 
Canon for Congregational Vitality and Mission Application, retiring in 2017. Mary has a B.A. in History and 

English from Louisiana State University and a M.Ed. from Southern University.  She was awarded an Honor-
ary Doctorate in Ministry from the Episcopal Seminary of the Southwest in May, 2017, in recognition of her 

contributions to the mission and ministry of the Episcopal Church.  
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Today, in a conference call with all clergy in our Diocese, Fr. Ron Clingenpeel 
observed this:  
 
One of  the outcomes of  this pandemic is that people seem to be more aware 
of  the needs of  others. This is likely also true because of  the movements that 
took place this summer past. To that end, I am always promoting the work of  
Anna’s Place and someone made a donation of  $250.00 which I am sending to 
you.  

 
Our Goal:  $6,000 minimum 
Donations to date:  $3,750 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REMEMBER: 

Any gift, $25, $50, $100, $250+ 

It all adds up for the education and enhancement of  these heroic lives. 

Yes, our students are in so many ways heroes.  

Support our heroes! 
 

Email Fr. Terry or send in a check in order to become a 
scholarship donor. Preparing our heroes for the future. 

Our Scholarship Fund  

Update 
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A Church History–  

The Feast of  Saint Anna in 2007 was 
in the aftermath of  Katrina. The day 
was hot and glorious.  

 

Saint Anna’s at that time hosted one 
of  the most robust ESL programs 
with about 120 students enrolled. 
They were invited and participated in 
our Feast Day “Fiesta de Santa Anna.” 

 

In my misguided exuberance we 
constructed a stand and processed 
with our statue of  Saint Anna from 
Royal Street into the Treme. Our poor 
statue bearers were wrung out. But 

what a glorious day even if  it a cause for much perspiration.  

 

The congregation was growing at about 30% per year and at that time we enjoyed an average 
Sunday attendance. Some of  the “old guard” that were wonderful gifts to all of  included 
Gregory Thompson who sang like Nat King Cole, Jimbo and Janna Walsh strolled and sang and 
played great music.  

 

I had long thick hair then, Luigi had hair, he and Sean would not be married for at least four 
years. The Episcopal Church was still reeling from the full enfranchisement of  LGBTQ+ 
members and New Orleans was still 
contemplating “green spaces” instead of  
neighborhoods. It was as Dickens said, 
“The best of  times and the worst of  
times”.   

 

One of  the take aways from this history 
is that despite Katrina and rebuilding a 
church we survived and thrived. Despite 
being closed during the Civil War (last 
weeks article) we survived and thrived 
and have come to a much better place. 
Such are the possibilities of  being 
church.  



Page 5 EPIPHANYT IDE  

E pluribus unum 
 "When each person loves the other as much as himself,  

it makes one out of  many …”  

Cicero 106 B.C.—43 B.C. 

 

In the midst of  our present discord in society Presiding Bishop Michael Curry reminds us of  at 
least a true sentiment of  our nation. “Out of  many, one.” Bishop Curry did some research and 
shared with us the roots of  this phrase. It is from the statesman and philosopher Cicero. Curry 
reminds us that if  one does not want to look at the Gospel of  Love one can rest on the wisdom 
of  Cicero. “When each person loves the other as much as himself, it makes one out of  many…” 

 

A Home for Stimulus Checks 

 

Not everyone needs them. 

If  not—consider gifting that check to St. Anna’s 

 

It will help: 

Support Anna’s Place NOLA 

Payroll for Staff  so that we can continue to employ 

Acknowledge the gift of  God to the people of  God 
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Why Pledge? 
 

Pledging empowers accountability. Deeply rooted in our ecclesiology (our theology of  
church), is the conviction that we exist as a dynamic community of  strength and grace, intended 
to help individuals continually live into and up to their fullest identity and potential in Christ. Even 
with the best of  intentions, and on our best days, our deepest convictions can sometimes be 
neglected or overlooked. When you pledge, you create for yourself  a mechanism of  accountability. 
You empower your church to empower you. A pledge makes it possible to come alongside you in 
the journey, to respectfully and prayerfully encourage you in the pursuit of  your own generosity 
goals. I’ll say it again. When you pledge, you empower your church to empower you. 

 
If  you haven’t pledged consider pledging now. 

The Readings for Sunday 
Old Testament Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
 
Moses said: The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own 
people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of  the Lord your God at Horeb 
on the day of  the assembly when you said: “If  I hear the voice of  the Lord my God any more, or 
ever again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they 
have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my 
words in the mouth of  the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. Anyone 
who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself  will hold 
accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of  other gods, or who presumes to speak in 
my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 



 
Psalm 111 Confitebor tibi 
 
1 Hallelujah! 
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, * 
 in the assembly of  the upright, in the congregation. 
2 Great are the deeds of  the Lord! * 
 they are studied by all who delight in them. 
3 His work is full of  majesty and splendor, * 
 and his righteousness endures for ever. 
4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; * 
 the Lord is gracious and full of  compassion. 
5 He gives food to those who fear him; * 
 he is ever mindful of  his covenant. 
6 He has shown his people the power of  his works * 
 in giving them the lands of  the nations. 
7 The works of  his hands are faithfulness and justice; * 
 all his commandments are sure. 
8 They stand fast for ever and ever, * 
 because they are done in truth and equity. 
9 He sent redemption to his people; 
he commanded his covenant for ever; * 
 holy and awesome is his Name. 
10 The fear of  the Lord is the beginning of  wisdom; * 
 those who act accordingly have a good understanding; 
 his praise endures for ever. 
 
 
 

I will give 

thanks to 

the Lord wit

h my whole 

heart,  
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

 

Voluntary:    Abide With Me     Ken Leach,  piano 

Opening Hymn:     Tell Out My Soul, the Greatness of  the Lord  Hymnal 437 

Gospel Hymn:      Ye Servants of  God,  Your Master Proclaim Hymnal 535 

Offering:     I the Lord of  Sea and Sky     (based on WLP #812) 

Communion Hymn:  In Remembrance of  Me    LEVAS #149 

Closing Hymn:     Ain'a That Good News    LEVAS #180 



The Epistle 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of  us possess 
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to 
know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who 
loves God is known by him. 
Hence, as to the eating of  food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the 
world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though 
there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many 
gods and many lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom 
are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through 
whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
 
It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have 
become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of  the food they eat 
as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food 
will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off  if  we do not eat, and no 
better off  if  we do. But take care that this liberty of  yours does not somehow 
become a stumbling block to the weak. For if  others see you, who possess 
knowledge, eating in the temple of  an idol, might they not, since their 
conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of  eating food sacrificed to 
idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are 
destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of  your family, and 
wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if  
food is a cause of  their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause 
one of  them to fall. 
 
The Gospel Mark 1:21-28 
 
Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he 
entered the synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for 
he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there 
was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What 
have you to do with us, Jesus of  Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are, the Holy One of  God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, 
“Be silent, and come out of  him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him 
and crying with a loud voice, came out of  him. They were all amazed, and 
they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At 
once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of  Galilee. 
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SPOTLIGHT: Commentary and Reflections 
  

In Service to the Church 

A reminder:  In person worship is cancelled until further notice. 
 
 

Audio Visual - Jack Craft 
 

Altar Servers: 
Bill Glew—Acolyte/Sub-Deacon 

Ed  as Thurifer 

Today’s readings explore the scope and meaning of  God’s authority. In Deuteronomy, Moses encourages the people 
to listen to God’s prophet and thus heed God’s word. In 1 Corinthians, Paul explains that true obedience to the law 
will be balanced by love and compassion. In today’s gospel, Jesus demonstrates his divine authority by healing a man 
with an unclean spirit. 
 
About the First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
This passage describes the role of  the prophet to make known God’s will, a role distinct from the 
fortune telling, communication with the dead and divination practiced by pagans. 
 
Moses’ teaching validates prophetic practice by telling of  the establishment by Moses of  a 
succession of  prophets to mediate as he did between God and the people. A criterion is 
established to aid in distinguishing the true prophet from the false. 
 
In the postexilic period, when prophetic activity ceased, the statement about the raising of  “a 
prophet like me” (v. 15) was interpreted as the promise of  a “prophet like Moses” to come in the 
last days. The early Church saw this fulfilled in Jesus. 
 
About the Psalm: Psalm 111 
Psalm 111 is a psalm of  praise, celebrating God’s presence in the history of  God’s covenant 
relationship with Israel. The psalmist recites a brief  history of  God’s actions as clues to God’s 
character. 
 
About the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
In this reading, Paul discusses the guiding principle for resolving misunderstandings among 
Christians about participation in non-Christian culture. Most of  the meat sold in the marketplace 
came from animals offered for sacrifice in pagan temples, and many social groups met for dinner 
in pagan shrines, though this did not necessarily involve recognition of  the god. 
 



Christians in Corinth were divided on the issues of  eating such meat or going to such dinners. 
Some felt that there was no harm in it. Paul quotes several of  their slogans with which he in 
theory agrees. They claim a knowledge that justifies their freedom from constraint. 
 
The “weak” (v. 9), however, avoid such meat and such occasions out of  a fierce desire to follow 
the law. They are upset by the actions of  their fellow-Christians. They may be Jewish Christians 
still influenced by the prohibition of  such meat, or they may be Greek Christians still influenced 
by their pagan past. 
 
Paul claims that the “strong” are correct in their knowledge of  the issue, but deficient in their 
love for fellow believers. For Paul the gospel means freedom from servitude to the law, the world 
and Satan, but freedom exercised in love. Charity to one’s fellow-Christians takes first place. 
 
About the Gospel: Mark 1:21-28 
Jesus’ teaching in the synagogue and freeing a person possessed by a demon in the synagogue 
illustrate the nature of  Jesus’ message. Mark emphasizes Jesus’ activity as teacher, but in contrast 
to Matthew and Luke, he gives less of  the content of  Jesus’ teaching. Rather, he stresses Jesus’ 
effective, powerful authority. 
 
One manifestation of  this authority is Jesus’ exorcism of  an unclean spirit. Mark does not tell 
miracle stories for the sake of  arousing awe. He tells them to give witness to the meaning of  
Jesus’ presence. 
 
In the Old Testament, the title Holy One is used preeminently of  God, but the same words are 
also applied to humans. As applied to Jesus, the term takes on the meaning of  one who uniquely 
reveals the power of  God. 
 
In the first half  of  this gospel (1:1–8:26), Jesus teaches in veiled language (4:11), through action 
and parable. The authority of  his “new teaching” (v. 27) is seen in its effect upon others. The 
description Matthew gives of  the crowd’s reaction to the Sermon on the Mount (see Matthew 
7:28) is in Mark their response to Jesus’ total self-presentation. Jesus’ authority is manifested in 
his deeds and words. His destiny is one of  obedience to his Father, not one of  status. 
 
Reflection and Response 
When our religion gets too cozy, and we become almost clubby with God, we need 

Deuteronomy’s reminder. In those days, the deity did not inspire warm fuzzies. It inspired stark 

terror. The Jewish people begged Moses for a reprieve from the awful voice of  God and the fire 

that threatened them with death. 

 

In view of  their fear, God’s intervention overflows with mercy. Rather than perpetuate that 

quaking distance, God agrees to send one like themselves, a kinsman. This action of  profound 

empathy prefigures God’s sending the Son, whose name means “God with us.” 
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Quietly consider: 

In what areas of my life can I embrace God’s 

authority? 

In what areas of my life can I speak with God’s 

authority?  
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What kind of  person is the Son? Like the residents of  Capernaum, we ask, “Who is he, and what 

does this mean?” The Jesus of  today’s gospel is certainly no pastel, air-brushed embodiment of  

sweetness. 

 

No, the God-man stands up to the worst this world can hurl at him. Jesus does not need high-tech 

special effects to defeat that force. Sharp, simple words are adequate because behind them coils 

the power of  his character. Driven by holiness, he wields the supreme authority of  good over evil. 

Those who find “gentle Jesus meek and mild” too sweet to swallow can look with awe at this 

towering figure of  moral right. 

 

For too long, we have equated Christianity with niceness and moral behavior with obnoxious 

smiles. Today Jesus challenges us to stand against evil and injustice with his rock-firm conviction 

and steely commitment. 

 

We have no lack of  demons. If  you doubt, consider the cancers that infect every system: 

government, church, school and family. We witness corruption and injustice in every part of  our 

society. The numbing litany of  oppression continues. But perhaps more important is our 

response. Do we turn away sickened, or do we confront boldly as Jesus did? He intervened on 

behalf  of  the individual and repulsed the shrieking spirit that threatened to invade and overpower 

him. 

 

Robert F. Kennedy once told of  a line scrawled on the pyramids: and no one was angry enough to 

speak out. “Well,” he countered, “I’m angry enough to speak out.” Are we? 
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 A Footnote About “Servant” Ministry 

SERVANT  sur'-vant ('ebhedh; doulos):  A very common word with a variety of meanings, all 
implying a greater or less degree of inferiority and want of freedom:  (1) The most frequent usage is 
as the equivalent of "slave" (which see), with its various shades in position (Genesis 
9:25; 24:9; Exodus 21:5; Matthew 10:24; Luke 17:7, and often); but also a hired workman where 
"hired servant" translates Hebrew and Greek expressions which differ from the above. (Orr, James, 
M.A., D.D. General Editor. "Entry for 'SERVANT'". "International Standard Bible Encyclopedia". 
1915.) 

 
I was recently reminded by someone, whom I deeply appreciate and respect, that the word 
“servant” can be heard in many different ways. The above is a definition straight forward in its 
definition. But, how will the ears of  people of  color hear the word “servant?” It likely in many 
cases be heard in a very negative way. Deacon Joyce would remember “domestic workers” her 
white counter parts “servants.” The authorized translations that we use today for our scripture 
readings more often than not use the word “slave”. Older editions used the word “servant.” I 
wanted simply to acknowledge this reality without any effort to create new language. I do call for 
servant ministry, I do call us all to serve others and therefore “servant” or “servanthood.” Yet, I 
am more mindful now of  how that might be heard. We all need to take the time and patience to 
recognize the power of  words and how they may be heard. In acknowledging this we are actually 
doing the work of  undoing systemic racism. It is indeed important to simply pause and to imagine 
walking in the shoes of  others for just one moment.  

1.  I am again putting off  in-person worship for Sunday 1/31. We will open again for Sunday  
Mass 2-7-2021. See you then! 
 
2.  After a careful discussion and being presented with alternatives for our Anna's Place NOLA 
youth I have made the decision to open our in-person out of  school programming (modified).  
This means that children will be placed in a "POD" . Our campus will be in use starting 2-7-2021. 
In General: 
 

 Each POD will consist of  about 7 children 
 Each POD will have separate transportation 
 Two PODs per day in separate areas: Parish Hall and Sunday School Room. 
 Music lessons individually done in the Music Room. Windows open for circulation. 
 Temp checks mandated along with sign-in upon entry.  
 

While children are very resilient our children are asked to exhibit extreme resilience. By this I 
mean that they live in circumstances that, prior to COVID, taxed their resilience. A 

In a recent email to the Vestry:  New Protocols 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ge+9:25
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ge+9:25
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ge+24:9
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ex+21:5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=mt+10:24
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=lu+17:7
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central concern, particularly with children of  color, is depression, isolation, and risk. Risks that 
our children face include food insecurity and in some cases abusive or over crowded living 
conditions. We have some great new and old partners. Food will be provided by Trinity Loaves 
and Fishes as well as G W Fins. The current transmission rate (as of  today on a 7 day rolling 
average for Orleans Parish) is 3% (see graphic below). The state, regional, and national trends are 
downward. Yet, a new and more virulent form of  COVID 19 is presenting itself. Childhood 
isolation is the primary motivator for this measure. We must also recognize that virtual learning 
has had limited success and that success is in rapid decline. So, our mission is at risk as well. So, 
several measures will be taken to insure the safety of  all.  
 
3.  General Modified Safety Precautions 
 
 After any ministry concludes the used area(s) must be sprayed down with disinfectant. 
 All door knobs and table tops must be wiped down with clorox wipes. 
 Anna's Place Adult staff  is limited to our in-house paid team members; partners and teachers 

will be on line broadcast to our classrooms limiting outside contact.  
 All personnel entering the premises including our sexton/contractors will be required to wear 

either N-95 masks or double mask with cloth and surgical mask.  
 All personnel who work with the general public i.e. front door or kids - must use hand 

disinfectant before, during and after contact.  
 All employees of  the church:  Anna's Place NOLA and Church Staff  will be required to take a 

COVID test weekly. We are partnering with Crescent Care.  
 
I will be writing a "certificate" for our faculty and staff  as well as identified mission personnel 
emphasizing the nature of  being "essential workers"; our exposure to homeless communities; 
feeding ministries and school ministries in order to be placed in an early round of  phase two or 
1C in the COVID vaccination protocols.  
 
When we do start to offer in-person worship we will reform our hospitality groups (ushers) and 
increase our diligence in managing our community as they come to worship. We want everyone 
who wants to worship in-person to do so safely.  
   
Some of  you may disagree with these measures. I welcome a conversation one on one with you. 
Or, if  the Vestry is so disposed we can make it an Agenda item. This is a balancing act. There is 
no clear science regarding the education of  children in this pandemic. There are many competing 
ideas about the impact of  virtual learning and isolation. So, we make the best decision that we can 
based on CDC guidelines and general common sense. There is less contention (but a lot of  noise) 
about congregational worship. Oh, how I wish this were over and all were vaccinated. But, until 
then, we will do the very best that we can do.  
 

Fr. Bill Terry+ 
 



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for Epiphanytide 4 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

On the web at 

www.stannanola.org 

A 
lmighty and everlasting 
God, you govern all things 
both in heaven and on 

earth: Mercifully hear the 
supplications of  your people, and in 
our time grant us your peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


