
As many of  you know we are on a fund raising campaign yet again. This 
campaign directly impacts four of  our student scholars who are members of  
the Anna’s Place NOLA family. Yes, we can honestly say that at this point we 
have raised, at least in part, a cohort of  students. Four who have been with us 
for as many as ten years are now college bound. While that sounds great in 
principal it is a daunting and expensive proposition.  
 
But here is some great news to share about our Student Scholarship Fund 
Drive. We have received our first commitments for donations. One donor has 
pledged $1,000 creating a base of  $250 per student. We are on our way! 
Consider a donation to the fund! 
 
What is more, we recently contacted  The Center for Racial Healing and asked 
for support. Dr. Catherine Meeks, Director of  this Atlanta Based Center 
responded quickly offering a donation of  $1,500 for our student accounts! Dr. 
Meeks is working with Bishop Thompson on racial healing work in our own 
Diocese. We are small but our reach is wide.  
 
I also expect a donation from the Bishop himself  who offered a donation for 
one of  our students to help us empower them.  
 

Our Goal:  $6,000 minimum 
Donations to date:  $2,500 

What a great start! 
 

Not all of  us can contribute to this fund in $1,000 amounts. But, I expect that 
many could contribute $25, $50, $75 or $100. No matter how large or how 

small the amount when you invest in this fund you invest directly in the lives 
and dreams of  students who are really a part of  our St. Anna’s family. The 
kids have, in many cases, invested 6,000 hours of  their lives with us and we 

with them. Let’s keep that support going. For further information about giving 
ask Fr. Bill or email fr.bill@stannanola.org. As the Kellogg Foundation says: 

“It’s not about you. It’s not about me. It’s about the children.” Ep
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Great News in Giving  



By The Very Rev. Bill Terry+ 
 
As events have unfolded over the past few weeks I was caught by a anecdotal 
photograph and brief  story carried by a few of  the news outlets. The Atlantic 
began its article on this subject with: 
 
The name of  God was everywhere during Wednesday’s insurrection against the American 
government. The mob carried signs and flag declaring “Jesus saves!” and “god, guns & guts 
made America, let’s keep all three…”  
 
This is one of  the most profound heresies of  our modern age. There is 
absolutely no room for the weaponization of  Jesus within the context of  this 
movement or any movement that on the one hand raises the cross and on the 
other hand carries Confederate Battle Flags or White Nationalist emblems with 
anti-Semitic tropes. No, that is not a part of  the Jesus movement in the wildest 
of  imaginations.  
 
Another author reporting on this phenomena offered this in her conclusion: 
 

Daniel Berrigan once said of  Dorothy Day, “She lived as though the truth were true.”  
 

To that end, we as Christians, must be stridently clear that our Brother, Rabbi, 
King, Savior, Son of  Man is a God of  truth, justice and above all things love. 
One cannot desecrate any part of  our society and claim the cross as your 
legitimate totem. So, we must, like Dorothy Day live as though the truth were true. 
Our version of  Jesus is true. You must tenaciously hold on to that truth. Our 
version does not suffer hate, bigotry, violence or malice toward a race or 
ethnicity. Our Jesus rises above the fray and while even on the cross seeks 
justice and deep love - The Passion of  the Christ is a heart so full of  love that it 
always seeks reconciliation not resentment; it is so full that it takes our sins 
upon itself  and finds space to forgive “as though the truth were true.”  
 
When Jesus said, “I come not to bring peace but with a sword”, one of  my oft 
quoted texts, this is what that looks like: 
 
I have a cousin. I have a very small extended family. So, those relationships 
should seem valuable. She is a self  proclaimed evangelical Christian. She is also 
a proud member of  the Daughters of  the Confederacy. As a pastor and priest, 
as one who has studied scripture, and pondered the writings of  the greatest 
theologians I will  without hesitation tell you that her claims are at odds and 
irreconcilable. They oppose each other “as though the truth were true.” I have no 
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The weaponization of  Jesus by the Religious Right 
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contact with her. Nor do I want any. I will say what is true to Jesus and have invited her to witness 
what we say at Mass on Sunday and to believe.  
 
This small essay is not in support of  either political party. It is not about politics per se it is about 
heresy. The heresy of  the ‘Arian Jesus’. It is in full opposition to the hijacking of  the name Jesus! I 
once told a dear friend that “Just because someone says that they are Christian that does not mean 
that they are.” In an age that relativizes so many things there is nothing relative about this. I 
suppose the challenge for authentic Christians trying to lead an authentic Christian life is to 
operate under the influence of  our Prophet, our Rabbi, our Savior when he said:  
 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I 
tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be 
children of  your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:43-45 
 
This is precisely what the insurrectionist evangelicals do not do. I will be the first to admit that of  
the many teaching of  the Lord this is perhaps the most difficult for me to follow. Yet, here it is, as 
though the truth were true.  
 
In a recent sermon I said that the heart of  Jesus is like a deep well which cannot be exhausted of  
its love. I also said that the Gospel challenges. I suspect that those who claim superiority, who 
dismiss the misogyny of  some leaders as “locker room talk” are not challenged by the Gospels. I 
suspect that there is a pod of  people in this country that would bend the truth of  the Gospel to 
their own will and ignore wholly the heart of  the Gospel the Heart of  Jesus. In so doing they 
weaponized Jesus to their perverse political ends.  
 
Yet, the hatred must stop. As Dr. King said, “I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great a burden to 
bear.” Likewise our own Presiding Bishop Michael Curry said  

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord or to do so as best that we can.  
 

-LOVE- 
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A Church History–  
Before COVID this was representative of  the Food Krewe 
that would volunteer sorting and handing our bags of  
groceries for our food pantry. All may be considered dear 
members of  our church family:  Starting from the bottom 
row: 

Lola Maloof  and Stewart Chaplin, Then Brother Don 
Dubay and Br. Todd VanAlystyne (not vested) and 
Katherine  McFadden. Some day soon we will be back.  

 

 

 
 

 

It is hard to see (picture left) but this is a professional bee 
keeper who is removing a very robust hive of  honey bees 
that found a home in our walls in the Maginnis House in 
2018. It is against State Law to kill the bees and we happily 
had them removed. But it was a mess for a time.  

 

Photo right. Ok I am not sure if  
this is Ella or Jalyn Gottschalk in 
2011 but the point is that they 
sure have grown up. Some of  that 

was growing 
up here at 
St. Anna’s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first Dodwell House 
Extravaganza in 2011. Most of  it put 
together by Luigi and Sean with help 
from Mike McDonald.  
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The week between Christmas and 
New Years I came down with what I 
thought was a sinus infection.  I was 
feeling bad and took over the counter 
medications.  I did not go out that 
week and stayed home taking care of  
myself.  I continued doing Morning 
Prayer, Noon Day Prayer and 
Compline and praying to get better.   
 
Well Friday morning January 1st a low-
grade fever showed up so that was day 
one of  quarantine.  By Monday 
morning the fever got to 102 and I 
was feeling weak.  I went and got 
tested for COVID-19.  Well, it was 
positive.   After calling my family and 
friends I called Luigi. He comforted me and Fr. Terry got on the phone.  I told him the situation.  
He offered me help but all I asked of  him was to pray for me.  
 
 The next day my doctor got in touch with me.  She sent me some Azithromycin for six days so 
pneumonia wouldn't  develop in my lungs. Days went by all I wanted to do was to sleep; had no 
energy, no appetite (lost 8lbs), fever 102 and feeling worse.   I would listen to our Daily Office 
every day and hear my name on the prays of  the people.  It was a great feeling knowing my church 
community and friends were praying for me and it made me feel like I was not alone in this fight.   
 
By Monday the 11th things were getting worse.  Shortness of  breath and kidneys were shutting 
down.   Tuesday my body could not take anymore punishment.  I would walk a few steps and had 
to stop.   My best friend Sherry brought me to West Jefferson ER.  Once I got checked in, they 
took me to a room.  Within minutes I was hooked up to monitors, supplement oxygen and IV’s.   
A very tall man walked in and introduce himself  as Dr. Mayer.   He had this glow around him that 
I could not explain.  He told me my condition was serious but don’t worry I was in good hands.  I 
asked myself  “Lord is this the angel that you are sending me?”   He had me concerned. Luigi must 
have felt that something was wrong and texted me to see how I was doing. I told him what was 
going on. He called me.  Father was in the background listening and wanted to talk to me.   He 
wanted to come to the hospital to pray for me.Because of  the COVID-19 regulation no one was 
able to see me.  I ask him just to pray.  Well, I didn’t realize how bad thing were until the doctor 
expressed his concern about my condition.   I said please no ventilator he said "no way stick with 
us."     

The Power of  Prayer in St. Anna’s Community 

 

Continued next page 
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Why Pledge? 
 

 

Pledging empowers identity. A pledge card (regardless the amount) says, “I 
am a part of  something larger than myself.” It says I stand in solidarity with 
a family of  believers, in pursuit of  the same vision to love God and love 
people in the name of  our Lord. When we do the math and sign the card, 
we are saying in essence, “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord 
along side you.” A pledge card says, “we believe in what we are doing as a 
church and in who we are becoming together in Christ.” A pledge card says 
“Yes. We’re in.” 
 

We are still recivieing pledge cards. If  you need one call the office and we 
will get one to you in a timely fashion. Say, “Yes. We’re in.” 

 
Well about 4 hours into treatments I felt this warm feeling in my body like something or someone 
is taken over.  Is this it?  The end?  Then it was peaceful. I felt like I was in peace, I can feel my 
body feeling relived.   I prayed.  It was the Lord saying to me “its going to be ok.”  About 30 
minutes later the doctor came in with Jeff, his RN, and said that suddenly things are looking better.  
My oxygen levels were coming up and the kidney was starting to work.  I was discharged and sent 
home with medication.  
 
It is now Sunday the 17th  and I am feeling better but not 100%.   It will take a few more days. 
 
My point is that COVID 19 is real.! Although I was protecting myself  as much as I could it got 
me. I would like to thank my church community for the prayers and love you sent to me.  Believe 
me the Power of  Pray works.  God will not leave you alone, he will walk with you in your journey 
to health. 
 
God’s Peace+ 
Kirk Toups 



Old Testament Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 
The word of  the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So 
Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of  the Lord. Now 
Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days' walk across. Jonah began to 
go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of  Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 
them; and he did not do it. 
 
Psalm 62:6-14 Nonne Deo? 
 
6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 
 truly, my hope is in him. 
7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 
 my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 
8 In God is my safety and my honor; * 
 God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
9 Put your trust in him always, O people, * 
 pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 
10 Those of  high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 
 even those of  low estate cannot be trusted. 
 

“For God 

alone my 

soul in 

silence 

waits” 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

 

Voluntary:     Fanfare       Jaques Lemmens 

Opening Hymn:     O Zion Haste     Hymnal 539 

Gospel Hymn:     You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore WLP, #758 

Offertory   I'm Just a Poor Wayfaring Stranger   arr. K. Leach  

Communion Hymn:   They Cast Their Nets In Galilee   Hymnal 661 

Closing Hymn:   Soon and Very Soon    LEVAS  14 

 

The Readings for Sunday 

Continued on next page 



11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 
 all of  them together. 
12 Put no trust in extortion; 
in robbery take no empty pride; * 
 though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 
 that power belongs to God. 
14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 
 for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 
 
The Epistle 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 
I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now 
on, let even those who have wives be as though they had none, and those 
who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as 
though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no 
possessions, and those who deal with the world as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the present form of  this world is passing away. 
 
The Gospel Mark 1:14-20  
 
After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of  
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of  God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
As Jesus passed along the Sea of  Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said 
to them, “Follow me and I will 
make you fish for people.” 
And immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. As he 
went a little farther, he saw 
James son of  Zebedee and his 
brother John, who were in 
their boat mending the nets. 
Immediately he called them; 
and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the 
hired men, and followed him. 
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SPOTLIGHT: Commentary and Reflections 
  

In Service to the Church 

A reminder:  In person worship is cancelled until further notice. 
 
 

Audio Visual - Jack Craft 
 

Altar Servers: 
Charlie Gottschalk—Acolyte 

Luigi Mandile as Thurifer 

Today’s readings explore the sometimes risky nature of  Christian discipleship. The prophet Jonah obeys God’s call 
to preach to the people of  Nineveh, who repent and believe. In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul urges believers to 
give priority to God’s mission instead of  the passing concerns of  this world. When Jesus calls his first disciples, they 
abandon their jobs and homes—in short, their security—to follow him. 
 
Today’s reading tells of  Jonah’s obedience to God’s second call. As the capital city of  Assyria, 
Nineveh not only posed a political danger, its “wickedness” (1:2) jeopardized Israel’s spiritual 
welfare. The evil of  the city and its inhabitants makes even more surprising the belief  and 
repentance with which they respond to the message of  this Israelite. 
 
About the Psalm: Psalm 62:6-14 
This is a response to God’s aid in time of  trouble. In verses 9-12, the worshiping community is 
encouraged not to trust in status or wealth. In verses 11-12, the psalmist summarizes what he has 
learned: God’s power and steadfast love (covenant loyalty) issue injustice for all. 
 
About the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Today’s reading falls within Paul’s long response to the community’s questions about marriage. 
Marriage, which for the ancients was primarily for the continuation of  the family, has no more 
role in light of  the “impending crisis” (v. 26), “distress in this life” (v. 28) and the “passing away” 
of  “the present form of  this world” (v. 31). The old world and its forms were no longer relevant 
because the new age had dawned with Jesus and would flower soon when Jesus returned. 
 
Although many scholars conclude that Paul is speaking solely within the context of  his 
expectation of  Christ’s imminent return, because that return has not been immanent, others apply 
Paul’s teaching to a broader understanding of  the nature of  this transitory age and the urgency he 
places on spiritual priorities. 
 
The absolute statements in these verses are not intended to be normative rules of  life. They do, 



however, introduce a basis for a healthy perspective on establishing a value system for 
contemporary Christian life. Christians cannot approach their ordinary tasks with non-Christian 
motives. 
 
About the Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 
Today’s gospel recounts the beginning of  Jesus’ ministry. He proclaims “the good news of  God” 
that the “kingdom of  God has come near” (v. 14). God’s promised rule over all that has been 
created and all God’s past acts for salvation are now coming to fruition. Though God’s rule is 
present in Jesus, its full realization remains in the future. 
 
The response to the presence of  God’s kingdom is conversion or repentance. In the Greek and 
Hebrew sense of  the word, this is not a feeling of  sorrow but the action of  turning around, a 
total reorientation of  self  to God, not intellectual assent to a set of  propositions nor an 
emotional reaction but a total response of  oneself  to the message. 
 
While elsewhere in scripture the image of  fishing for people is used as an image of  judgment, 
Jesus uses it to explain the work of  evangelism. Like these disciples, we must take the skills 
learned through our ordinary lives and redirect them to the work of  the kingdom. 
 
The response to the presence of  God’s kingdom is conversion or repentance. This is not a 
feeling of  sorrow but the action of  turning around, a total reorientation of  self  to God, not 
intellectual assent to a set of  propositions nor an emotional reaction but a total response of  
oneself  to the message. Like these disciples, we must take the skills learned through our ordinary 
lives and redirect them to the work of  the kingdom. 
 
Reflection and Response 
Today’s scriptures remind us that the world we know is passing away. This refers not only to the 

rapid speed of  technological change, but also to the fact that with every breath, our lives slip 

away another notch. Our opportunities to do good are passing; our relationships alter in ways 

too subtle to sense. That knowledge might lead us to panic, but the worst response would be to 

cling even tighter to this passing world. 

 

None of  the disciples in today’s readings were able to sink roots too deeply into this earth, or 

fishing nets too far into the sea. The fishermen who heed Jesus’ call must drop everything to 

follow a rabbi who (they learn) has no home and expects them to be as itinerant as he. 

 

It is noteworthy that the call to Simon, Andrew, James and John comes while they are at work. 

They are not at the synagogue, but at the job. The fact that Christ meets them there invites us to 

re-examine our own places of  work. Do we discern whether our job is fulfilling and change it if  

it’s demeaning? Do we notice if  it’s destructive and protest if  it’s oppressive? 
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Quietly consider: 

How do I sanctify the workplace, bringing Christ into 

the noise, commotion and distraction? 
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Responding to the call may be fearsome, but two forces sustain us. The first is the faithfulness of  

God, who meets our tiny advances with giant steps of  reassurance. Another encouragement is the 

fact that we do not journey alone. When Andrew and Simon launch a new life, they join the good 

company of  Noah, Abraham, Job, Ruth and many others who discover God’s faithfulness only 

when they are most vulnerable. Thinking they have lost the secure path, they find God’s 

marvelous map. 

[Episcopal News Service] The Episcopal Church’s 
support of  the Poor People’s Campaign hasn’t 
wavered since the ecumenical initiative was launched 
in 2018 to rally Americans behind the moral cause of  
fighting poverty – 50 years after the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. made an appeal for economic 
security in the original Poor People’s Campaign. 

This year, with Americans’ attention newly focused 
both on the economic toll of  the coronavirus 
pandemic and the pervasiveness of  systemic racism – 
the systems, structures and procedures designed to 
disadvantage African Americans – the church is 
deepening its engagement with the Poor People’s 
Campaign, through in-person calls to action and 
online organizing. In one recent example, nearly 500 

people gathered online June 10 for an inaugural Episcopal Justice Assembly organized by the 
church’s Department of  Reconciliation, Justice and Creation Care. 

And on June 20, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry was one of  the national faith leaders who 
offered prerecorded remarks for the virtual gathering of  the Mass Poor People’s Assembly and 
Moral March on Washington. The Poor People’s Campaign reported more than 2.5 million views 
of  the livestream and various broadcasts of  the event. 

 

Continued on next page 

https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/poor-peoples-campaign
https://episcopalchurch.org/racial-reconciliation/resources
https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/06/22/poor-peoples-campaign-stages-massive-online-demonstration/
https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/06/22/poor-peoples-campaign-stages-massive-online-demonstration/
https://www.june2020.org/
https://www.june2020.org/
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Since the pandemic struck and we were fortunate to safely open our church for in-person worship a dedicated core 
of volunteers have given very generously of their time. But we need to give them some relief.  

Altar Guild:  Since the pandemic we have had only one person to do Altar Guild. This is a support activity that 
can be done in solitude or in community. You may do the “set ups” on a Saturday afternoon or you may do them 
on a Sunday morning before Mass. You will be asked to do some washing and ironing which can be done at home. 
We are asking for no more than one Sunday a month maybe two so that our current sole Altar Guild Survivor can 
have a bit of respite.  

Cleaning Crew:  As mentioned on several occasions a few good church folk have stepped to clean bathrooms, 
vacuum, sweep, and generally help with our offices. WHAT WE ARE ASKING for is for someone or a couple of 
folks to take responsibility to sweep, mop, and dust the church itself. Currently Kirk Toups spays disinfectant at 
least once a week to insure safety of our church but we sure could use a hand or two to schedule for general 
Church only clean up. Again this can be done in solitude or in community. We can work it out.  

Please contact Fr. Bill if  you are interested.  (504) 947-2121 or  fr.bill@stannanola.org 

We still really need your help! 

“We lament because we love. We prophesy and stand for prophetic witness because we love. We 

advocate for justice because we love,” Curry said in a 60-second video that was featured toward 

the beginning of  the virtual gathering. “We speak painful truth because we love. … And because 

we love, we must stand up for what is right.” 

The Poor People’s Campaign advocates a “revolution of  values” and government policy changes 
that will counter “systemic racism, poverty, militarism and a war economy, ecological devastation 
and a distorted moral narrative of  religious nationalism.” Organizers see those as the five 
injustices underlying American political and economic systems. 

Canterbury Cathedral (left) is 
the mother church in our 
denomination. It is in 
England in the county of  
Kent. It is a UNESCO site. 

 

Founded in 579 A.D. It was 
originally part of  a 
Benedictine Monastic 
community. Home of  St. 
Anselm and St. Augustine as 
well as St. Thomas Becket 
(martyred). The “throne” of  
St. Augustine remains there. 
It is a simple stone seat.  

https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/about/
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The following is an open letter from Rebecca Henley who is the Chairman of  our Gracious Goodies ministry. That 
particular ministry has been benched while COVID is still around. Gracious Goodies provides delicious things to 
eat after mass on Sundays. Soon, I hope, we will once again gather around coffee, casseroles, and donuts to share 
time together.  
 
Betty Madden, for those who attended before COVID, was 
perhaps best known for her well behaved-one eyed- Shih 
Tzu named after the Ballpark, "Fenway." But Betty was 
much more than her beloved companion. She hosted a guest 
clergy Intern from England, she volunteered hours to the 
church, she was known to host "game night" for ladies in 
the church, she was most of  all a dear friend to almost all.    
 
 
Good day all. Elizabeth "Betty" Madden and Fen-
way havew relocated to Providence Rhode Island 
to be with one daughter, Bridgett and closer to 
her son in Boston. Under "normal" circumstances 
she would receive a "proper" Saint Anna's send 
off  but circumstances make that impossible now. 
 
Betty and Fenway have been members of  Saint Anna's for nine years. Betty adopted Fenway from 
the SPCA and volunteered there while she resided here. Betty also helped with Gracious Goodies 
[a ministry at our church], and always provided a vegetarian option when she did. She loves the 
music of  the city and could be found at many of  its festivals including Jazz Fest and Bayou 
Boogaloo.  

 
A selfless person, she was giving her time and willing to help when 
someone needed it. I will forever remember our trips across the 
river when she would bring me home after church listening to the 
stories of  people she met and places she'd been. 
 
Betty will be back at the end of  January to complete her move but 
I'm not going to say goodbye, just see you when you come to visit 
and I know you will.  
 
Blessings, 
Rebecca (Henley) 
  

Fenway the pooch 

Photo Credit:  The Advocate 

Betty Madden 



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for Epiphanytide 3 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

On the web at 

www.stannanola.org 

G 
ive us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of  our Savior Jesus Christ 
and proclaim to all people the Good News of  his salvation, that we and 
the whole world may perceive the glory of  his marvelous works; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


