
 
My dear friends, 
 
In times such as these often our need for 
centering comes in the form of  what we know 
to be true, scripture and our Book of  
Common Prayer.  I invite you to pray with me 
over the next several days a couple of  
prayers.  The first is a prayer for peace: 
Eternal God, in whom perfect kingdom no 
sword is drawn but the award of  
righteousness, no strength known but the 
strength of  love: So mightily spread abroad 
your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered 
under the banner of  the Prince of  peace, as 
children of  one Father; to whom be dominion 
and glory, now and for ever. Amen 
The second prayer is for social justice: 
 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving 
Spirit may so move every human heart and especially the hearts of  the people 
of  this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, 
and hatred cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
In this Sunday’s Old Testament reading, Genesis begins this way: In the 
beginning God….  God was, is, and will always be.  To know this truth is to 
know a peace that passes all understanding.  As we pray for peace let us also 
remember that God is the source of  our strength and endurance to meet the 
days ahead. 
 
Faithfully,  The Rt. Rev. Morris K. Thompson, Jr. 
Bishop of  Louisiana  Ep
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AnnaGram 
Centering Ourselves in Our Prayer Following the Violence in 

Washington D.C 
Thursday, January 7, 2021 | Message from Bishop Thompson 

https://www.edola.org/category/message-from-the-bishop/


By Egan Millard and David Paulsen  Posted Jan 6, 2021 
 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry (pictured right) 
strongly denounced the riotous assault on the 
United States Capitol on Jan. 6 by supporters of  
President Donald Trump, referring to it as an 
“attempted coup.” At least one person was shot 
inside the Capitol when Trump supporters stormed 
past police into the building, entering the Senate 
chamber and leading police to deploy tear gas. 
 
“The events at our Capitol today are deeply 
disturbing. We believe the actions of  armed 
protesters represent a coup attempt,” Curry said on 
Facebook Live shortly after 3:15 p.m. “Today’s 
protesters pushed through police barricades and 
forced their way into congressional chambers and 
… [are] threatening the safety of  lawmakers, their 
staff  and others who work in the Capitol complex. This threatens the integrity 
of  our democracy, the national security of  our nation, the continuity of  
government, and the lives and safety of  our legislators, their staffs, law 
enforcement and all who work in the Capitol.” 
 
“We are a democracy with longstanding institutional norms that must be 
honored,” Curry said in his brief  address, “foremost among them following the 
processes laid out in the Constitution and federal statute to facilitate the 
peaceful and orderly transfer of  power.” 
 
Curry then asked viewers to join him as he prayed for the nation, using the 
prayers that accompany Morning Prayer in the Book of  Common Prayer, 
including the Prayer for Peace, which is addressed to “Eternal God, in whose 
perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of  righteousness, no strength 
known but the strength of  love.” “Even as our nation’s Capitol is being 
endangered and assaulted, we pray that the Lord Jesus Christ, we pray that God 
in his way of  love, might prevail in all of  our hearts,” Curry said. 
 
The staff  of  the church’s Office of  Government Relations, which is housed in 
the United Methodist Building directly across the street from the Capitol, is 
working remotely, according to Director Rebecca Linder Blachly. 
 

we pray that 

the Lord Jesus 

Christ, we 

pray that God 

in his way of 

love, might 

prevail in all 

of our hearts 
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A Summary of  ENS Article titled:  
Presiding Bishop condemns ‘coup attempt’ at US Capitol Churchwide, 

bishops respond with statements and prayer services 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2021/01/06/dc-protests-trump-rally-live-updates/
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“We condemn violence in all its forms and the effort to overturn the will of  the people and the 
peaceful transition of  power,” Blachly told ENS in an email. “We must all commit to engaging our 
government in the ways our constitution allows us to – through petitioning the government, 
through advocacy and through our public witness that emerges from our faith in Christ Jesus and 
that demands we push for policies that help the least of  these.” 
 
Washington Bishop Mariann Budde 
(pictured right) and the Very Rev. 
Randy Hollerith, dean of  
Washington National Cathedral, 
addressed the nation via Facebook 
Live on Jan. 6 rebuking the 
president, defending the separation 
of  church and state and calling for 
the insurrectionists who stormed the 
Capitol to end their violent 
occupation of  the legislature. 
 
“Our process is democratic, yes, but 
it is also built on some fundamental principles: we care for our neighbors as ourselves. We accept 
outcomes we may not like. We live to struggle another day. We are gracious in victory and 
magnanimous in defeat,” Budde said. “But that is not what we are seeing today. The 
demonstrations here in Washington want to take those foundational principles – principles that 
have undergirded this nation for nearly 250 years – and toss them out. They do not respect our 
laws. The protestors do not respect our social contract. They do not respect our safety. And they 
bring dishonor to themselves and on those they claim to support. This. Must. End.” 
 
Hollerith invoked the country’s constitutional framework for electing leaders. 
“Though strained and rent asunder, that process has worked. And we must continue to allow it to 
work until it reaches its necessary conclusion,” he said. 
 
Budde and Hollerith also offered words of  thanks to law enforcement and offered prayers for the 
residents of  the District of  Columbia and for the nation. 
San Diego Bishop Susan Brown Snook wrote to her diocese as the Capitol was under siege and 
offered prayers from the Book of  Common Prayer for personal use as she urged Episcopalians to 
pray and strive for justice and peace. 
 
“I call on all Episcopalians in our diocese to enter into a deep practice of  prayer for our country 
and for the peaceful transfer of  power over the next two weeks. Let this season of  Epiphany be a 
time for us to consider our own calls to peace and justice, and to pray for the Holy Spirit to bring 
resolution to our conflicts and healing to our divided nation,” wrote Snook. 
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From Fr. Bill Terry:  What was and what is in this time of  discord.  
 

At this very time we are in a state of drama and turmoil. As I write this the Congress is in Impeachment Hearings. 
This week past a core of extremists caused an “Insurrection” and assaulted the Capital and it’s occupants. Horrid 
images haunt me at this very moment.  

 

It was January 20, 1973 and I was in the United States Navy Ceremonial Guard. We were detailed to be present at 
the Inauguration as what is called a cordon around the Capital. The Viet Nam War and the movement against it 
was still lingering. We were given a “crash course” in crowd control. To this day that training makes me ill. We 
were trained to use fixed bayonets and for the first time in my Guard history our weapons held live ammunition. 
Not much happened and the expected demonstration, thankfully, never materialized. When I saw the Capital being 
assaulted I was again made ill. When I saw shirts saying “Camp Auschwitz” and the Confederate Flag being toted 
about the Rotunda I was shocked and deeply hurt. I suspect that much of the nation hurts.  

 

What role will the Church play in this unfolding drama? Will our church become separated by the division in our 
national culture? Can we be both a healing influence in community and still stand up for what is just and true and 
honest? The last question is very difficult indeed. Frankly, this is not our first go around with national or religious 
discord. In some cases I am very proud of how the Episcopal Church, in general, handled the challenge. In other 
cases I am ashamed. On the next two pages in “St. Anna’s Church History” you will have a chance to read an all 
too brief essay on our shameful past. But change is critical, truth telling paramount and atonement is possible. The 
same is true in our national discussions.  

 

St. Anna’s has become a place where all are welcomed and not only welcomed but sojourners made to feel at ease 
and accepted for who and what they are on that day. I have heard so many that are grateful for the reception that 
they have received such is a form of atonement. We intentionally and consciously strive to invite people of color to 
serve in positions of leadership, at the altar, and in our missions. We intentionally and consciously strive to include 
LGBTQ+ persons in all that we do and to help define who we are and who we are not. Atonement. On Sundays I 
can testify that we make room in our pews and hearts for the homeless. Those who joins us and are unwilling to 
listen to our form of Liberal Anglo Catholicism will generally drift away. Yet, those same persons acknowledge the 
kinship that they have felt while attending our gatherings. Hospitality and honesty.  

 

The National Church has undertaken years of work on racism and her racist, homophobic, misogynistic past. Like 
St. Anna one need only look at the landscape of Bishops throughout the church to see that progress and the 
honesty that is underway. Our Denomination has had the fortitude to invite schism when considering human 
sexuality. We have invited fracture in acknowledging our racist past. While our church history during the Civil War 
and the “issue of slavery” leaves so much to be desired our more recent past shows that we can change and 
confess and atone. The work is far from over and we still must continue to broaden our net so that all may hear 
the Good News and so that not only the margins are invited in but so to our center and historic members feel fully 
apart of us. There is plenty of room at the altar rail...always! If this is who we are we can be an influence in our 
community, state, and nation. I believe that this is who we are.  

 

There is always hope in the midst of turmoil. Our faith started with a violent act but then resurrection. Our earliest 
ancestors where sought out arrested, tortured, and often martyred and yet here we are. We are a very imperfect 
expression of the Jesus movement but still we hope.  
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A Church History– The Civil War and St. Anna’s 
“We have to do with the past only as we can make it useful to the 
present and the future.”  Mr. Frederick Douglass 

 

St. Anna’s Church was once know as St. Peter’s Seaman’s 
Chapel/Church/Mission. Our church plays a small footnote 
in U.S. history during the American Civil War.  

 

Prior to the war Mr. Amos McCoy was made Rector in the 
newly admitted St. Peter’s as a “free church” by the 
Missionary Society of  the Diocese. As the war began Mr. 
Girault being a Deacon and Assistant Minister resigned and 
left to fight in the Civil War on the side of  the Confederate 
States. New Orleans was “occupied” by the Union Army in 
the Spring of  1862.  

 

On June 4, 1863 “the rector was ejected by military power.” 
Not only that but St. Peter’s (later St. Anna’s) was effectively 
Federalized, “The church was then placed under a military 
Board of  Trustees, ‘created by the commanding general.’” 
Those were significant days in the life of  our church. Yet, it 
survived.  

 

Shortly after the Civil War John Girault returned as did Amos 
McCoy. McCoy would, for a short time, become Rector and 
later Mr. McCoy would be ordained priest and become Rector 
of  St. Peter’s. Girault would then oversee the transfer of  
property and congregation to the newly formed St. Anna’s 
Episcopal Church during the period called “Reconstruction.”  

 

In reconciling our history we must confess that these priests 
participated in the Civil War as Confederate soldiers and 
sympathizers. Such overshadows and stains the good works 
done in the name of  Jesus as one of  the earliest “Bethel” 
missions to seamen established by a Protestant Church in 
New Orleans. It is said that the earliest church of  St. Peter’s 
had a capacity of  250 persons, holding 3 services each Sunday 
with a necessity to accommodate many more who wished to worship. Yet, neither the Church 
nor denomination would publicly stand against slavery or “The Great Insurrection.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Mr. John F Girault 

became Rector 12/1/1867 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Amos D. McCoy 

Rector 1857-1863 and1865-1866 

The First Rector of St. James Episcopal 
Church 

Alexandria La. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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A Church History– continued 

While some in the Episcopal Church nationally would decry the institution of  slavery and the 
conflict called the Civil War no manner of  church legislation would stand against it. In fact 
another complicated story is that of  Bishop Leonidas Polk called by some “The fighting Bishop.” 
Polk was a missionary Bishop sent to Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana to establish the Episcopal 
church presence.  

 

He was a graduate of  West Point but left his commission early on. He was ordained an Episcopal 
priest in 1831 having studied at Virginia Theological Seminary. He was born to a family of  
privilege North Carolina and married Frances Ann Devereux  who was from an influential and 
powerful family. By 1832 he had located his family to Tennessee purchasing a large plantation 
called Ashwood. There he owned more than 200 enslaved persons making him one of  the largest 
slave owning families in that state.  

 

Polk showed great devotion to his cause of  establishing a viable Episcopal Church in the 
southwest and south. “He was appointed Missionary Bishop of  the Southwest in September 1838 
and was elected first Bishop of  Louisiana in October 1841.  Bishop Leonidas Polk personified the 
crusading evangelical spirit of  the Episcopal Church in Louisiana. During his tenure as bishop, 
the number of  communicants grew from 238 to 1,859 and the number of  churches from four to 
thirty-three.” (Leonidas Polk: The fighting Bishop of  Louisiana, Roger Busbice). Polk relocated his 
family, during this time, establishing Leighton Plantation in Lafourche Parish and once again 
became a vast slave holder reported to have held 200 enslaved persons. However, eventually his 
plantation would fail and he then became the principal fund raiser and founder of  The University 
of  the South. According to the “Polk Family Papers” Leonidas was dedicated to founding an 
unparalleled University in support of  a slaveholder society.  

 

Polk would eventually, because of  his close political relationship with Jefferson Davis, be named a 
General in the Confederate Army. He would die in combat in Mississippi in 1864. 

 

Saint Anna’s is part of  that history. She provided support for hundreds of  converts to the 
Protestant Faith, she would be a “free church” opening her pews without payment. She would 
launch an orphans home and widows home, St. Anna’s would serve the white community before 
and after the Civil War and continue her legacy of  the “Lost Cause” well into the 20th Century 
punctuated only by a time when she shifted to a profound form of  Anglo Catholicism which 
pushed aside the cultural influences of  “The Lost Cause” and for a time usher in the scandal that 
Anglo Catholicism was in the Episcopal Diocese of  Louisiana in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.  

 

“Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought word and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.” 
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Volunteer with NOLA Ready at COVID-19 Vaccine Sites 
 
NOLA Ready volunteers will play a key operational role in COVID-19 vaccine distribution. The 
NOLA Ready Volunteer Corps takes members of  all professional and educational backgrounds, 
who have a range of  skillsets. Anyone who lives in or near New Orleans can volunteer with us. We 
are especially seeking people who speak Spanish, Vietnamese, and ASL. You must be 18+ to 
volunteer. 
  
What you do at a vaccine site will depend on your background: 

If  you have an active medical license, you may administer vaccines to patients. 
If  you do not have a medical license, you may assist with patient registration, triage, supply 

restocking, post-vaccination observation, traffic control, and other operational and 
logistical support. 

  
Click here to fill in an application to volunteer. Once you’ve submitted your application, you’ll 
receive an email with information about what online trainings to take to volunteer at a vaccine site. 
 
 

Rusty Downing and Brother Don spend 
some Sundays distributing blankets, 
MREs, and hand knitted caps to the 
our homeless sisters and brothers. 
When thanking Rusty he simply re-
sponded “That’s just how St. Anna’s 
rolls.” 

http://bttr.im/lh58o
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In Service to the Church 

A reminder:  In person worship is cancelled until further notice. 
 
 

Audio Visual - Jack Craft 
 

Altar Servers: 
The Rev. Deacon Buck Close 

Derri Parker as Thurifer 
 

 

The word 
of  
the Lord wa
s rare in 
those days; 
visions were 
not 
widespread. 

Old Testament 1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20) 
 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of  
the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 
see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of  God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the temple of  the Lord, where the ark of  God was. 
Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to 
Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie 
down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Sam-
uel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 
said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know 
the Lord, and the word of  the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was call-
ing the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if  he calls you, 
you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and 
lay down in his place. 
 
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [Then the Lord said to Sam-
uel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of  any-
one who hears of  it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have 
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I 

The Readings for Sunday 



am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his 
sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear 
to the house of  Eli that the iniquity of  Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sac-
rifice or offering forever.” 
 
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of  the house of  
the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and 
said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he 
told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if  you 
hide anything from me of  all that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything 
and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems 
good to him.” 
 
As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of  his words fall to 
the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 
trustworthy prophet of  the Lord.] 
 
The Psalm Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 Domine, probasti 
 
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * 
 you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
 you discern my thoughts from afar. 
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
 but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 
4 You press upon me behind and before * 
 and lay your hand upon me. 
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 

Lord, you 

have 

searched me 

out and 

known me 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

 

Voluntary:    Wondrous Love, arr. C. Phillips 

Opening Hymn:   Christmas Whose Glory Fills the Skies,   Hymnal 7 

Gospel Hymn:  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence,  Hymnal 324 

Offertory:   Wondrous Love      arr. K. Leach  

Communion: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus,    LEVAS 136 

Closing Hymn:   Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,   LEVAS 18 



 it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
12 For you yourself  created my inmost parts; * 
 you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
 your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
14 My body was not hidden from you, * 
 while I was being made in secret 
 and woven in the depths of  the earth. 
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of  them were written in your book; * 
 they were fashioned day by day, 
 when as yet there was none of  them. 
16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
 how great is the sum of  them! 
17 If  I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 
 to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 
 
The Epistle 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 
“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are 
lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for 
the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and 
the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the 
Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 
power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of  Christ? Should I 
therefore take the members of  Christ and make them members of  a prosti-
tute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes 
one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone 
united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin 
that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the 
body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of  the Holy Spirit 
within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? For 
you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 
 
The Gospel John 1:43-51 
 
Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of  Andrew and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the 
law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of  Joseph from Nazareth.” Na-
thanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of  Nazareth?” Philip said 
to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he 

But anyone 

united to the 

Lord becomes 

one spirit 

with him.  
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SPOTLIGHT: Commentary and Reflections 
  

said of  him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where 
did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of  God! You are the King of  Israel!” Jesus answered, 
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels 
of  God ascending and descending upon the Son of  Man.” 

The Lessons Continued 

Today’s readings extend the call to discipleship. In 1 Samuel, the voice of  the Lord awakens a sleeping Samuel, who 
responds with attentive obedience. Paul outlines how those called by God are to honor their physical bodies. Jesus 
calls his first disciples Philip and Nathanael with the simple invitation: Follow me (v. 43). 
 
About the First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10,(11-20) 
 
First Samuel focuses on the man who ushered Israel through the political transition from judges 
to kings. Samuel united in himself  many of  the roles of  the tribal confederacy period of  Israel’s 
history. He was a Nazirite dedicated to the Lord, a judge, a prophet, a priest and the reluctant 
leader of  the movement to place a king over Israel. 
 
Today’s reading recounts the call of  Samuel in the temple at Shiloh. Shiloh was at that time the 
resting place for the ark, the throne for the divine presence on earth. The setting in the temple and 
the time, probably just before dawn since the lamp was to burn all night, are traditional for divine 
revelation. 
 
About the Psalm: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
This is a prayer for deliverance. The psalmist puts his trust in the all-knowing and ever-present 
God who has known him thoroughly and intimately since his conception. The psalmist invites 
further examination and cleansing. 
 
About the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
Paul calls the Corinthians to remember their spiritual status effected through baptism. They have 
been freed from guilt, united with the people of  God and placed into right relationship with God. 
Now their lives are to exemplify the moral effects of  conversion. 
 
Paul points out that Christian freedom is not only deliverance from the law, it is freedom for the 
service of  God. Christian freedom is qualified by communal and personal duty, by consideration 
of  the nearness of  the end, and by relationship to Jesus and to the Spirit. 
 



Paul knows that salvation embraces the whole person. Physically, the body incorporates the 
human personality and so is the instrument of  relationship with God and with one another. 
Spiritually, the body is a temple that contains the Holy Spirit and so is sacred and must not be 
profaned by sinful behavior. 
 
About the Gospel: John 1:43-51 
After John’s prologue (1:1-18), his gospel presents Jesus’ significance by not recounting the 
baptism. Instead, it accords him a sequence of  titles in 1:29-51 that summarize the gradual 
understanding of  Jesus’ identity by his followers. 
 
Nathanael’s skepticism about Nazareth may rest on its obscurity, for it is never mentioned in 
Hebrew scriptures, in contemporary historical accounts or in early rabbinical writing. Or he may 
distrust the whole region of  Galilee, whose inhabitants were regarded by strict Jews as ethnically 
mixed and religiously impure. 
 
The “greater things,” which Jesus promises that Nathanael will see, begin with the first sign in 
Cana (2:11) and culminate in Jesus’ crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. Jesus is presented as 
the point of  contact between heaven and earth, as the locus of  divine glory. The sequence of  
titles in this chapter sets forth a process of  understanding that the disciples did not complete 
until after the resurrection. 
 
Reflection and Response 
 
A question in today’s gospel is as pivotal as 

the other crucial scriptural questions, “Who 

do you say that I am?” and “What is truth?” 

When Nathanael asks, “Where did you get to 

know me?” (v. 48), Jesus’ answer reveals the 

nature of  discipleship for God’s people 

through the centuries. 

 

Jesus does not reply with a lofty, idealistic 

philosophy. Instead, he suggests that the 

relationship begins with his loving eye. He 

sees each woman, each man, each child. He 

knows each habit, each thought, each action. 

The call to discipleship is not merely 

corporate. It is personal, a face-to-face 

meeting that begins with Jesus’ invitation. 
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Quietly consider: 

What does Jesus’ invitation “follow me” mean in my 

life? 
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Before meeting Christ and after meeting him, the initiative is Christ’s. Only a life lived out of  that 

center can offer the hint of  an explanation for what he is about. Ironically, later Christians have 

written treatises and books, sat through seminars and homilies, organized classes and pursued 

degrees in theology. But for Jesus himself, the answer is as simple as three monosyllables: “I saw 

you.” 

 

The consoling thing about his response is that the Christian life is accessible to anyone. God is all-

seeing. What may be discomforting is the other side of  the coin. Christianity is part and parcel of  

messy daily life. We can’t excuse ourselves by saying it’s for someone else, for that group of  people 

or those sorts. 

 

The story of  Samuel is humorous proof  of  the humble way God enters ordinary lives. God does 

not resort to the trumpet call or an angelic apparition, but uses the insight of  a groggy Eli. It’s fun 

to picture the befuddled man with tousled hair, growing increasingly annoyed as his sleep is 

repeatedly interrupted. And yet, in the middle of  the night, God speaks. God is found where 

flawed human beings are willing to listen to each other and to do what God asks. As Paul says, we 

have been purchased—at the price of  Jesus’ crucifixion. 

 

God does not demand the impossible, but invites the simple response, “Here I am.” 

Annual Parish Giving Statements 

 

Your Statements are being processed and should be in the mail this week.  

So, keep an eye out for them. 

To each who have contributed to the life and ministry of  Saint Anna’s Church 

THANK YOU! 
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Since the pandemic struck and we were fortunate to safely open our church for in-person worship a dedicated core 
of volunteers have given very generously of their time. But we need to give them some relief.  

Altar Guild:  Since the pandemic we have had only one person to do Altar Guild. This is a support activity that 
can be done in solitude or in community. You may do the “set ups” on a Saturday afternoon or you may do them 
on a Sunday morning before Mass. You will be asked to do some washing and ironing which can be done at home. 
We are asking for no more than one Sunday a month maybe two so that our current sole Altar Guild Survivor can 
have a bit of respite.  

Cleaning Crew:  As mentioned on several occasions a few good church folk have stepped to clean bathrooms, 
vacuum, sweep, and generally help with our offices. WHAT WE ARE ASKING for is for someone or a couple of 
folks to take responsibility to sweep, mop, and dust the church itself. Currently Kirk Toups spays disinfectant at 
least once a week to insure safety of our church but we sure could use a hand or two to schedule for general 
Church only clean up. Again this can be done in solitude or in community. We can work it out.  

Please contact Fr. Bill if  you are interested.  

(504) 947-2121 or  

fr.bill@stannanola.org 

We still really need your help! 

Anna's Place NOLA is happy to announce that we are partnering with Club Z! tutor-
ing services to provide additional academic support to our teens during the pandemic. In New 
Orleans, highschool graduation rates have increased compared to all of  Louisiana since 2017, 
over the years college entrance rates have increased from 38% in 2015 to 58% in 2018. As the 
pandemic continues to threaten the progression of  so many aspects of  all individuals, our youth 
programs find strength as a community and move forward with our mission to promote healing 
and wholeness in mind, body, and spirit.  
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Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for Epiphanytide 2 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

On the web at 

www.stannanola.org 

A 
lmighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of  the world: Grant that 
your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of  
Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of  the 

earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 


