
What more can we ask of  this Congregation? 
 

For the past decade this church has chosen, of  its own free will and freely 
loving, to dare to entertain the idea that cycles of  poverty and violence can be 
disrupted. In New Orleans, and I say this as a native, we have become 
comfortable with poverty. In some ways we celebrate the cultural enrichments 
that have expressed itself  in poverty. Since 2009 we have worked very 
diligently, if  experimentally, in working with children and families most of  
whom live in poverty or on the fringes of  poverty. Most of  these children 
have been children of  color. Here is a snapshot of  the community that we 
serve: 

I am not a fan of  info-graphics but this does tell a compelling story. This is 
the community that many of  our families who enroll in Anna’s Place NOLA 
start from. This data is the reason that we are striving to complete the 
Dodwell House, so that we may better serve this community. We have, over 
this decade of  service, made a covenant with the larger community. It is a 
promise to respect, care, and engage with the empowerment of  families and 
particularly children who do not enjoy the benefits of  white middle America. 
So, that is the “why” we are asking more. We want to keep our implicit 
promise.  Th
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AnnaGram 
Establishing a Scholarship Fund 



We now have four fine young people who have successfully navigated the challenges of a broken 

public school system, modest financial means, and the violence on a personal level that we have 

become exposed to and aware of.  

 

At this point we do not plan on following every child through to college or tech schools or 

apprentice programs but we do plan to follow these children/young adults.  

 

Ms. Deri Parker 

Ms. Gabby Cephus 

Mr. Roderick Parker 

Mr. Emman Johnson 

 

This young people have been engaged in our programming almost since we started this adventure. 

They have risen above the challenges of 2020. They have given of their time and talent to our 

programs sometimes as Interns. We are working with them in navigating the college application 

process including the very difficult FAFSA applications; ACT testing and tutoring; and above all 

encouragement and mentoring.  

 

The families of these students have various financial capacities but certainly not enough to fully 

fund what it takes to go to school. The intangibles cost: books often cost hundreds of dollars; 

computers; yes even snacks and food; transportation; if living in a dorm—towels, bedding, and 

even study lamp all add up. In at least  two cases our students are trying to decide if they must 

work or engage in ACT prep and tutoring.  

 

Our Goal:  To Establish four Joint Accounts with the students with a minimum fund of $1,500 

each. While to some this may seem modest to them it will mean so much.  

 

One student recently reached out and asked me directly to try to help her and her parents with 

financial aid for college. Another student is in the dilemma of work vs. tutoring and college prep. 

The need is great.  

 

We are now accepting one time donations or six month pledges. Any amount will help achieve the 

goal of love and support for our aspiring young students.  

 

To make a pledge simply email:  fr.bill@stannanola.org and let me know. Or, call the 

church.  Yes, your donation will be on your giving statement  

And may be tax deductible. 

 

See what Anna’s Place NOLA has done. 
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A Reflection 2020 and the future 
 
To say that 2020 was nothing like I had hoped it would be is an 
understatement. The year had so much promise for the things 
my family had planned just as I’m sure it did for so many others. 
Then we got the news that my mother-in-law had had a stroke. I 
must preface this by saying that this all followed the loss of  my 
father in December so I was not in the best place. We then did 
what any family would do. We regrouped and explained to the 
kids that grandma would not be the same as before but that, 
with a little hard work, she would be fine and we moved on. 
 
Then Covid-19 entered all of  our lives. We were in the middle 
of  taking two of  our kids to Mobile for a show choir that they 
were in when the news came that no one from their school was 
to go out of  state. Too late we were there. Just as we get the OK 

from the school for the kids to return there was no school to return to. Life as we know it 
stopped. None of  us knew what to do or where to turn.  
 
Just as with family life and social life our church life came to a stop. Those of  you that know me 
know that for me that in itself  is saying a lot. In my time at St. Anna’s I have been on Altar Guild, 
taught Sunday school and Nursery; served one term on the Vestry and had just started another St. 
Anna’s in short is part of  my family. I would venture to say that many of  you feel the same way.  
 
Just as we, the Gottschalk family regrouped and moved on so did the St. Anna’s family. Step by 
step. We as a vestry started our meetings on Zoom just like schools and companies. Sometimes it 
worked and sometimes it didn’t but we still pushed on. We have done the same with all the 
changes that our new reality has given us. To be honest, sitting here writing this now it seems as if  
all of  this was easier then it truly was and we all have our stories. 
 
So now we start a new year and I know we are all saying to ourselves, What now? I would like to 
say that as a person and as your Sr.Warden I have Great plans for this year but as of  now I don’t. 
What I do have for this year are prayers, wishes, and faith. I pray that we as a world, nation, state 
and church will be able to recover from the present situation. I say recover because there is no 
going back to normal; not the one before 2020. We now live in a new normal. I pray that God will 
give me the wisdom, strength and courage needed to lead my family along with my husband and 
this church along and with the other vestry members. I Pray to see unity restored and 
strengthened. I wish on top of  all of  those prayers; that would be my inner child covering the 
bases. Last but not least I have faith; in you, me and God. That the right decisions will be made, 
good will overcome, and His will is done. 

From Your Senior Warden:  Nicole Gottschalk 
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Conrad and Bonnie are frequent visitors to New Orleans and 
have absorbed our culture. Additionally when they do visit New 
Orleans St. Anna’s is their favored place of  worship. So, we 
claim Con and Bonnie as our own. Thank you Bonnie and Con 
for loving our city. Following is a brief  bio about he two artists 
from the North Shore Community College website: 

CONRAD SQUIRES and BONNIE BISHOP :  are married poets 
who live in a south-facing house on the hill of  Little Nahant and look 
down toward Short Beach, Big Nahant and the Boston shipping channel, 
vistas conductive to poetry-writing.  Bonnie’s poems have appeared 
in English Journal, Diner, and The Larcom Review.  Before her recent 
retirement, she spent her entire teaching career at Full Circle, a Somerville 
MA alternative high school.   Conrad has published a chapbook of  
poems, Dancing with the Switchman (Johnstown, OH: Puddinghouse 
2001) and his poetry has appeared in Yankee, The Beloit Poetry Review, 
and other journals and anthologies.  He is listed in Poets and Writers of  

America and recently completed a novel, The Man Without Limits.  If  you live in Nahant or visit regularly, you 
may have seen Shantih, a large brown dog, walking Conrad and/or Bonnie twice a day, rain, snow or sun, 
somewhere on Big or Little Nahant.   

“Allen Toussaint– not only a drowning but a baptism.” From River Jazz by Bonnie Bishop 
 

Silver sagebrush hair halos 
His mahogany head 

 
Held high and handsome, 
tilted toward the sounding 

Board. His huge hands 
 

Bridges the keys, span 
Changes, change the flow; 

 
Bright syncopated rhythms 

rumble down below. 
Joy, spirited and blue, 

 
Overflows the trembling 

Levees of  the heart. 
 
 

Bonnie Bishop Author and Poet 
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A Church History– In 2007 

Saint Anna’s Episcopal Church launched 
“The Mobile Medical Mission” to assist our 
community in receiving adequate medical 
access in the aftermath of  Hurricane 
Katrina. Pictured right are Casey Stuart (Sr. 
Warden), Dr. Ben Springate, RN Diana 
Meyers, and Fr. Bill Terry. The Medical 
Mission would continue until 2016. The 
Mission provided care to residents in the 
Lower 9th Ward, St. Bernard Parish, St. Roch 
and pictured below was its first community 
outreach at St. Augustine Church. Later the 
Mission would provide care in light of  the BP Oil spill.  

 

The Mobile Unit provided services to hundreds of  patients over its life time. But, as time and 
distance unfolded and as medical access increased in New Orleans funding for the unit became 
untenable. That said, the unit was so successful that it was studied by Harvard University in 
2008. The finding was that the unit provided a 50:1 return on investment. What that meant is 
that it coast about $250,000 a year to run the unit. The “downstream” savings to the 
community was about $12.5 million!  

The principal participants in this Mission 
were Dr. Ben Springate as Medical Director, 
Diana Meyers RN as operations manager; Fr. 
Jim Deshotel Nurse Practioner; and Jimmy 
Morris who was working towards finishing 
his Doctorate in Social Work. One story I 
recall was the “van” getting an appointment 
for a man in a local hospital and connecting 
him to a physician. He came to the van the 
next day, proudly wearing a suit. “This is the 
first time in my life that I have seen a doctor. 
I am so proud!” Often the “van” diagnosed 
and sent to a hospital when a patient was 
critical. Saving their life. Fr. Terry once wrote 

an article saying “Is a life worth $100,000?” which was the amount that the Diocese invested in 
the first year of  operations. Funding from the unit came from churches all over the United 
States. The Diocese invested three hundred thousand dollars over a three or four year period. 
It was an amazing Mission of  this church. Your church. A proud heritage looking forward to a 
future of  service in Jesus’ name to the community.   
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A Final Letter from Mary on the Epiphany  

In the time of  King Herod, after Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem of  Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child 
who has been born king of  the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to 
pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
and calling together all the chief  priests and 
scribes of  the people, he inquired of  them where 
the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In 
Bethlehem of  Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet: `And you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of  Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 
of  Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is 
to shepherd my people Israel.'" Then Herod 

secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of  them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of  
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Dear Elizabeth, 
 
This is such a hard thing for me to do, to write you a letter and tell you all of  this. My heart is full 
and breaking. I trust you will get word to my folks about us. I will write to them as soon as I am 
able. 
 
Late last night we were awoken by the noise of  knocking outside. Joseph rose and went out to be 
greeted by very strange visitors. Their accents and clothes were very unusual, as were their faces. It 
was a bitter night, so we invited them in. They asked to see the child as they had followed his star, 
and once they were by his bed, they knelt down and worshipped him. Then, they opened their 
packs and gave us incredibly expensive, exotic gifts. We were overwhelmed and nearly speechless. 
We offered them some food and drink, and while they were eating, they told us about their 
journey and how they had visited Herod's palace. Can you imagine? Our visitors warned us that 
they felt Herod would stop at nothing to destroy the child, as he is a small minded man and 
threatened by even an infant. They left when it was still dark and we tried to return to sleep. It was 
hard with such excitement! 
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In Service to the Church 

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers 
Karen Judge—Host (leader) 
Stewart Chaplain—Greeter 
V P Franklin - Usher 
Nicole Gottschalk—Usher 
 
Audio Visual - Jack Craft 
 
Altar Servers: 
Charlie Gottschalk -  Acolyte 
Ed Azemas as Thurifer 

 

MARY Continued. 

 

 

This morning, at breakfast, Joseph told of  the dream he had. He feels warned 
that we should not go home right now and that we need to flee immediately 
since the strangers were probably followed by the authorities. So we are packing 
up and heading across the border to live for a time like refugees in a strange 
land. I have been crying and I am ashamed for my weakness but I did so want 
to go home to Mama and Papa. Fortunately, the gifts from our visitors will pro-
vide us with some income, if  we need to barter for food and lodging. I trust 
that God will show us the way, but this is so hard! I am not sure I am strong 
enough for another long trip. Joseph is making arrangements right now with our 
hosts for additional food and water for our trip. Our landlady has been crying 
too as she hates to see us leave. 
 
Elizabeth, please send word to Mama and Papa, but be careful so they don't 
some to any harm. We will send word to them when we can. We will wait until 
dark to head out, but after that it may be a long time before you hear from us 
again. I know God will find a way forward for us, and yet, right now, I ache to 
be held in my mother's loving arms and to be surrounded by family and friends. 
Please, please, pray for us and never forget how grateful I am for you. 
 
love, 
Mary 
 



The Hebrew Bible Genesis 1:1-5 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of  the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the face of  the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; 
and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 
the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
Psalm 29 Afferte Domino 
 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
 ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
 worship the Lord in the beauty of  holiness. 
3 The voice of  the Lord is upon the waters; 
the God of  glory thunders; * 
 the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4 The voice of  the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
 the voice of  the Lord is a voice of  splendor. 
5 The voice of  the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
 the Lord breaks the cedars of  Lebanon; 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of  the Lord splits the flames of  fire; 
the voice of  the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
 the Lord shakes the wilderness of  Kadesh. 

The Readings for The Baptism of Our Lord 

The Lord shall 

give strength to 

his people; 

*the Lord shall 

give his people 

the blessing of 

peace. 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

Voluntary:     The Old Year Now Hath Passed Away   J. S. Bach 
Opening Hymn:   Hail to the Lord's Anointed   Hymnal 616 
Gospel Hymn:   I Come the Great Redeemer Cries  Hymnal 116  (versus 1 and 5) 
Offertory:    Baptized In Water      arr. K. Leach 
Communion Hymns:   
    I Believe in God Almighty   WLP #768 
   Give Me A Clean Heart    LEVAS #124 
Closing Hymn:   Done Made My Vow to the Lord    LEVAS #123 
 



8 The voice of  the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
 and strips the forests bare. 
9 And in the temple of  the Lord * 
 all are crying, "Glory!" 
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
 the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
 the Lord shall give his people the blessing of  peace. 
 
The New Testament Acts 19:1-7 
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and 
came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we 
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what 
then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, 
“John baptized with the baptism of  repentance, telling the people to believe 
in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they 
were baptized in the name of  the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands 
on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of  them. 
 
The Gospel Mark 1:4-11 
 
John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of  
repentance for the forgiveness of  sins. 
And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of  
Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now 
John was clothed with camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist, 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. He 
proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie the thong of  his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

“You are my 

Son, the 

Beloved; with 

you I am well 

pleased.”  
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SPOTLIGHT: Commentary and Reflections 
  

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of  Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 

just as he was coming up out of  the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 

with you I am well pleased.”  

The Lessons Continued 

About the First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5 
Today’s reading is the first of  the two accounts of  creation in Genesis. In solemn liturgical ca-
dences, the writer shows how darkness and chaos give way to light and order as the waters part at 
God’s command. In contrast to the dualistic interpretation of  this worldview in other traditions, 
where chaos always threatens to overwhelm the world again, here God’s sovereignty over creation 
is affirmed. 
 
About the Psalm: Psalm 29 
Psalm 29 is a hymn to Yahweh as the God of  storm that may have been written to counter the pa-
gan worship of  Baal as the thunder-god. The “glory” of  the Lord gives God dominion over na-
ture and over all gods. Thus Yahweh alone is the source of  strength and blessing for the people. 
 
About the Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7 
This reading describes the creation of  a new Christian community in Ephesus. It echoes impor-
tant themes from Luke’s version of  Jesus’ baptism and the Pentecost foundation of  the early 
Church. John’s baptism only foreshadows “baptism with the Holy Spirit” (Luke 3:16). 
 
Just as God’s Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus (Luke 3:22; 4:18; Acts 10:38) and upon the Pente-
cost community (Acts 2) to empower them for ministry, so now the Spirit falls on those prepared 
by John’s baptism, creating a new community from 12 disciples and empowering them with gifts 
for ministry: tongues for praise and prophecy for witness. 
 
About the Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 
In today’s reading, Mark recounts the preaching of  John the Baptist and the baptism of  Jesus. For 
Mark, John’s only message is to point toward the One to come. The title Son of  God given to Je-
sus in 1:1 is confirmed by the voice from heaven. Mark’s account implies that the vision and voice 
were perceived only by Jesus. The appearance of  the Spirit in the form of  a dove is probably an 
allusion to Genesis 1:2. 
 
The designation “son of  God” is used in the Old Testament for angelic beings (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7), 
for the nation of  Israel (Exodus 4:22; Hosea. 11:1), for individuals (Isaiah 1:2; Wisdom. 2:18) and 



especially the king (2 Samuel 7:14). The words spoken by the voice are drawn from Psalm 2:7, 
used of  the king and later applied to the Messiah, and from Isaiah 42:1, the first of  the servant 
songs. 
 
Jesus is revealed as both divine Son and as Spirit-filled servant. Yet his identity is hidden from his 
disciples and other contemporaries, only recognized at the end by the centurion (15:39). Jesus’ 
baptism is a like a parable, at once revealing and concealing his identity and mission—a secret 
Mark shares with his Christian readers. 
 
Reflection and Response 
A baptism marks a zenith in human life. Whether for an adult or a child, it celebrates the com-

mitment by one’s self  or one’s parent to a Christ-centered way of  life. That commitment echoes 

throughout every day of  our lives thereafter. This story about Jesus is also about us. 

 

We sometimes avoid our calling with some excuse like “religion is the clergy’s job.” But such a 

cop-out drains our lives of  the meaning and fulfillment they were meant to have. Honoring the 

fact that we are called in the tradition of  Isaiah’s servant and Christ at the Jordan enhances even 

our most menial chores. Today the readings remind us forcefully that we are intimately loved and 

chosen. 

 

Not only does God call us; God supports our efforts. “I have taken you by the hand and kept 

you.” Often in loneliness, sorrow or frustration, we grope for a hand. How it increases our con-

fidence to know that God’s hand is always there. Our challenge is to reach for it and find it, even 

if  it is extended in surprising ways. 

 

God reaches out through the gifts and challenges of  every day. The psalmist finds God in the 

oaks and fires, the calves and oxen, the thunder and water of  his experience. God is as intimate 

as the coarse fabric of  daily life. Where do we find God today? 
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Quietly consider: 

To whom are we called? Who calls us? For what 

purpose? 
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The Feast of  the Epiphany  
 

Will be celebrated at Saint Anna’s Church 
In-person and Live Stream 

Wednesday January 6th at 6:30 p.m.  
 

In lieu of  the cancelled parades and festivities common to this 
season which starts Mardi Gras consider joining us for the 

reason for this festive day.  
 

In Western Christianity, the feast commemorates principally (but not 
solely) the visit of  the Magi to the Christ Child, and thus Jesus' physical 
manifestation to the Gentiles. It is sometimes called Three Kings' 
Day, and in some traditions celebrated as Little Christmas. Moreover, 
the feast of  the Epiphany, in some denominations, also initiates the 
liturgical season of  *Epiphanytide.  

In many Western Christian Churches, the eve of  the feast is celebrated 
as Twelfth Night (Epiphany Eve). The Monday after Epiphany is 
known as Plough Monday.  

*The Epiphany season, also known as Epiphanytide or the time 
of  Sundays After Epiphany, is a liturgical period, celebrated by some 
Christian churches, which immediately follows the Christmas season. It 
begins on the day of  Epiphany, and ends at various points as defined by 
those churches.  
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_Magi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_Child
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gentile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_denominations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphanytide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelfth_Night_(holiday)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plough_Monday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmastide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(Christian)
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Dear Friends: 

Since the pandemic struck and we were fortunate to safely open our church for in-
person worship a dedicated core of  volunteers have given very generously of  their 
time. But we need to give them some relief. We need some of  you to step up, if  you 
are comfortable, with filling a few critical roles. Here is what we really need some help 
with: 

Hospitality:  Each Sunday and on other odd occasions a team of  four volunteers 
help to maintain safe practices by greeting, checking temps, checking folks in for 
contact tracing if  needed, seating folks and helping the mass to run smoothly. We 
need volunteers to help us add one more team of  Greeters. Help our current heroic 
volunteers and our own “Front Line” teams have more than one Sunday off  per 
month.  

Altar Guild:  Since the pandemic we have had only one person to do Altar Guild. 
This is a support activity that can be done in solitude or in community. You may do 
the “set ups” on a Saturday afternoon or you may do them on a Sunday morning 
before Mass. You will be asked to do some washing and ironing which can be done at 
home. We are asking for no more than one Sunday a month maybe two so that our 
current sole Altar Guild Survivor can have a bit of  respite.  

Cleaning Crew:  As mentioned on several occasions a few good church folk have 
stepped to clean bathrooms, vacuum, sweep, and generally help with our offices. 
WHAT WE ARE ASKING for is for someone or a couple of  folks to take 
responsibility to sweep, mop, and dust the church itself. Currently Kirk Toups spays 
disinfectant at least once a week to insure safety of  our church but we sure could use 
a hand or two to schedule for general Church only clean up. Again this can be done in 
solitude or in community. We can work it out.  

Please contact Fr. Bill if  you are interested.  

(504) 947-2121 or fr.bill@stannanola.org 

We really and Truly Need your Help 



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for The Baptism of Our Lord 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

On the web at 

www.stannanola.org 

F 
ather in heaven, who at the baptism of  Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized 
into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord 

and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.  


