
Dear St. Anna’s Family, 
 
What a joy to be back with all of  you at St. Anna’s for the season of  Advent! 
Each week, as we light the candles of  the Advent wreath, we reflect on the 
coming incarnation of  Jesus as the light that shines in the darkness. This is a 
time of  spiritual preparation and expectation. It seems especially appropriate 
that the next step in my formation for the priesthood comes during Advent.  
 
There is so much on my mind and heart right now as I prepare for ordination 
to the Sacred Order of  Deacons this Saturday. I am truly grateful for all this 
church has done to help prepare me for ministry. Like so many of  you, I came 
to St. Anna’s during a time of  deep spiritual searching. All those years ago, you 
gave me the opportunity find a new path forward. St. Anna’s showed me what 
authentic Christianity looks like, and what it truly means to love your 
neighbor. Here at St. Anna’s, I experienced a place of  openness, hospitality 
and inclusion. Through our many missions and ministries, the light of  Christ 
shines brightly in the world.  
 
Being a part of  this community has been transformative for me in so many 
ways. Your prayers and support have sustained me throughout my 
discernment process. It would have been impossible for me to pursue this 
alone. As my time of  discernment draws to a close and I begin ordained 
ministry, I want you to know that I will be forever grateful. This Advent, I 
want to thank each of  you for taking this journey with me. You are all in my 
prayers each day, and I look forward to continuing our work and ministry in 
the days to come.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Allison+ 
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AnnaGram 
Advent Reflection— by Allison Reid  

Join us this Sunday Advent 4 

The Rev. Deacon Allison Reid  

will serve in her first clergy role as Deacon of  the Mass 



Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians  (1 Corinthians  15) 
 
12 Brothers and sisters, I want you to know about the gifts of  the Holy Spirit. 2 You know 
that at one time you were unbelievers. You were somehow drawn away to worship statues of  
gods that couldn’t even speak. 3 So I want you to know that no one who is speaking with the 
help of  God’s Spirit says, “May Jesus be cursed.” And without the help of  the Holy Spirit 
no one can say, “Jesus is Lord.” 
 
4 There are different kinds of  gifts. But they are all given to believers by the same 
Spirit. 5 There are different ways to serve. But they all come from the same Lord. 6 There are 
different ways the Spirit works. But the same God is working in all these ways and in all 
people. 
 
7 The Holy Spirit is given to each of  us in a special way. That is for the good of  all.... 11 All 
the gifts are produced by one and the same Spirit. He gives gifts to each person, just as he 
decides. 
 
12 There is one body, but it has many parts. But all its many parts make up one body. It is the 
same with Christ. 13 We were all baptized by one Holy Spirit. And so we are formed into one 
body. It didn’t matter whether we were Jews or Gentiles, slaves or free people. We were all 
given the same Spirit to drink. 14 So the body is not made up of  just one part. It has many 
parts.  
 
 
Allison Reid was a good friend to Dr. Celeste Gilbert  and that friendship was 
quite mutual. Celeste joined St. Anna’s when she participated in a street 
musicians funeral and became aware of  St. Anna’s because of  a Second Line 
celebrating the life of  Slewfoot McLaughlin. Over time she would share her St. 
Anna’s quirky experiences with Allison. She would invite Allison to church and 
even invited her to a new Inquirers Class.  
 
Allison, like so many of  us, questioned some of  what she had observed of  
“Christians.” Who of  us has not watched and observed hypocrisy by some? She 
would drive by St. Anna’s down our lovely Esplanade Avenue and pass our little 
church tucked away. Yet, on occasion she would notice, with sadness “The 
Murder Board.” She then worked at the NOMA.  
 
Even then the thought of  going to church was uncomfortable. She heard the 
voices of  the conservative fundamentalist right that shouted out hatred laced in 
Christianity. Then she saw a documentary hosted by NOMA called, “Shell 

“The Same Voice Calls: Will you listen?”  
by Fr. Bill Terry+ 
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Shocked” by John Richie. In it this odd pony tailed priest spoke against gun violence representing 
that same “Murder Board.” It made an impression.  
 
As with many of  us she was searching for something more in her life. Some context that was 
transformative and meaningful. She, I believe, needed something that mattered, that would help 
her give some substance to Life. Not that she was despondent, no, but she needed a framework 
that started to give hope and healing in a world that was hurting.  
 
She, with some apprehension, decided to take Celeste up and come to an Inquirers Class and 
worship service. Celeste had even agreed to join her so she wouldn’t feel awkward or at least to 
have an ally near by. Well, Celeste wasn’t able to make it so there she was on her own. She 
courteously listened during Inquirers Class and then attended Mass. I suppose our form of  
worship with it’s ritual actions and beauty spoke in quiet ways to her artistic side. After all she was 
an art historian among other things.  
 
“7 The Holy Spirit is given to each of  us in a special way.” Just so, that same spirit was at work within 
Allison. I believe that Matthew’s Gospel described just what was going on with Allison: 
 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
for they will be filled.” 

 
I recall Allison being like one who is very 
thirst indeed. She was and is like a sponge 
soaking up all that we, as a church, had to 
offer. Her maturity and good nature worked 
well here. You, St. Anna’s made her feel not 
only welcomed but empowered. She stuck 
with Inquirers Class and much more. She 
began a reading program that provided her 
with deeper contexts for our faith and what 
and perhaps more importantly how we believe. 
She would discover a church that did not box 
itself  in with dogmas yet retained truth and a 
new sort of  orthodoxy alongside of  what is 
called “orthopraxy.” That is, right belief  
alongside of  right works or actions. She began 
to step into the world of  faith and spirit.  
 
When she started this journey, where it would 
lead she did not know. For that matter neither 
did I. But here we are after almost three years 
of  seminary work she has heard that voice 
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that Paul talks about. She is dedicating her life to the church, to the faith, to the community. I 
believe that Allison will make a fine priest. I remember saying to her mother, as they packed her up 
to go to seminary that first year, “Your daughter is exactly what the church needs in this present 
time.” I believe that is true. She is by design or by serendipity a true Episcopalian in thought, word, 
belief, and worship.  
 
There are other stories of  members of  our church who lost faith, had no faith, or were angry at 
the faith that I could share. There are stories of  atheists that discover the true Jesus and the Jesus 
Movement. There are stories of  disenfranchised believers hurt by the dogma of  some churches that 
discovered a new “home” in which to believe and believe boldly. In some ways St. Anna’s is a triage 
for spiritual drifters. But we are at the very least a safe place, a place that invites all, a place that 
worships God in the beauty of  holiness. I have often said, “Come by, try us out. At the very least 
the show is fabulous!” And so is our community.  
 
 

Allison Reid’s Confirmation Class, October 26, 2014 

From Left to Right 

Richard Bullock, Randy Hutchison, Pamela Fried, Allison Reid, Alex LaPres, The Rev. Dan Hanna, 
Jim Beard, Jim McMillan w/Henry, Mary McMillan, Sheila Julien, Nigel Fields, Nicole Huthison. 

Back Row:  Bishop Morris Thompson and Deacon Joyce Jackson 
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During the Prayers of  the People intercessions are invited.  Please send all prayer requests 
to: admin@stannanola.org 

 

Altar Servers Needed 

Training Provided 

Contact Fr. Bill Terry+ 

A Church History–  
 

To the right is an image of  St. Anna’s 
Christmas display in 2015. It is lovely. What 
I wanted to point out are the two banners 
hanging in the back. Even on Advent we 
have banners. These banners were lovingly 
created by Jessica Ruby Radcliffe  of  High 
Bohemia Art. Check out her FB page . She 
is also an accomplished 
vocalist and poet. We miss 
you Jessica ...she now lives  
in Indiana and is still 
creating magical wonders.  

Thanks for the banners 
and love that you showed 
us.  

Text Messages to the Priest 

 

From Betty Madden who right 

now is in the Boston Metro 

area: It’s a “White-out” 

this morning I am not 

prepared for this.  

 

Drop Betty a line and give her “warm 

wishes.”  
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FUNNY HAT DAY AT St. Anna’s - A way to break it up... 

In Case You Missed It! 

The Annual Parish Meeting 

“Best organized and very informational” said one member 

The Link: 

https://youtu.be/VEy84NcI-KE  

Happy Holidays from Anna's Place NOLA, youth programs! Here is a quick snapshot of  our 
Fall 2020 and what we are hoping to accomplish in 2021: 
 

125 hours of  virtual afterschool programs  
60% attendance in virtual afterschool sessions  
100% satisfaction rating from parents and students  
 

Looking into 2021, we are hoping to welcome our kids back at a limited capacity, four days a week, 
following guidelines outlined by the CDC and, in summer 2021 have our building overflowing 
with the kids once again.  
 
A huge thank you is extended to the Jazz and Heritage Foundation. Anna's Place NOLA was 
awarded $4,000 towards our mission. These funds will help us continue our art programs in 2021!  

https://youtu.be/VEy84NcI-KE
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Homeless Ministries are Overflowing with Grace 

Thank you to Ms. Leila Darwish of  the New Orleans Department of  Homeland Security for making 
MRE’s available for distribution to our  homeless brothers and sisters. Yes, St. Anna’s its another 
load of  MREs . By January we expect to have distributed 1,000 MREs to the homeless.  

 

What is an MRE? From Wikipedia:  The Meal, Ready-to-Eat – commonly known as 
the MRE – is a self-contained, individual field ration in lightweight packaging bought by 
the United States Department of  Defense for its service members for use in combat or other field 
conditions where organized food facilities are not available. While MREs should be kept cool, they 
do not need to be refrigerated. MREs replaced the canned MCI, or Meal, Combat, Individual 
rations, in 1981,[1] and is the intended successor to the lighter LRP ration developed by 
the United States Army for Special Forces and Ranger patrol units in Vietnam. MREs have also 
been distributed to civilians during natural disasters.  

 

Pictured below are the new supply of  rations along with some terrific volunteers who helped 
Brother Don load and the new meals into our food pantry. These meals are being distributed by 
Br. Don, your church staff, and anyone who wants to grab a box and hand them out to hungry 
friends. Grab a few if  you wish and give them to the hungry.  
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Thanks to all of  you who have sent in or 
given us your pledge. Each pledge assures 
us that this place matters.  
 
I recently asked someone why or how is 
pledging time, talent, and treasure a 
spiritual discipline? Why is giving to the 
church different than giving to say The Red 
Cross or United Way?  
 
The reply suggested several points that I 
believe are well worth considering.  
 
At the center of  most non-profits, that act 
of  their work, is their work product. As an 
example the center of  fund raising for an 
art museum is the acquisition and display 
of  art. The center of  donations to the 
United Way is to disburse funds to several 
agencies that serve the community like 

schools or day care centers. All of  those are good things and the United 
States is one of  the more generous donor cultures in the West. But church is 
or should be different. The central act or work product of  church, our 
church, is LOVE. Yes, we incarnate that love in mission but it is love that we 
acknowledge as the foundation for all that we do - including tithing.  So yes, 
the reason for giving and pledging is quite different than any other 
organization.  
 
Next, if  we are givers and lets say the standard is 10% of  our time, talents, 
and treasure then we are starting to create a relationship that acknowledges, in 
our lives, that what we have is related to the work of  God—yes even in 
poverty, “Blessed are the poor in spirit. For theirs is the Kingdom of  
Heaven.” We are starting to say that the world of  our personal affairs has as 
its center our God and the expression of  God, with all of  its short comings 
and all of  its scars, is the church.  
 
This is paraphrased of  course but it was a lovely conversation standing right 
in front of  the altar this week. The church was quiet and the morning light 
poured through the portal windows above the sanctuary. It was a moment of  

Making Progress 
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In Service to the Church 

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers 
Karen Judge—Host (leader) 
Stewart Chaplain—Greeter 
V P Franklin - Usher 
Nicole Gottschalk—Usher 
 
Audio Visual - Charlie Gottschalk/Jack Craft 
 
Altar Servers: 
The Rev. Deacon Allison Reid 
Jalyn Gottschalk -  Reader 
Zak Gillespie, RN as Thurifer 

 

Grace. It was a time quietly said and attentively heard. This sparked this very 
short essay and asks all of  us to consider, “Why and how is tithing a spiritual 
discipline?” I would love to hear from you and to hear any stories about tithing 
that you wish to share. Send me an email or give me a call.  
 
“Now the multitude of  those having believed were one in heart and soul, and not one claimed 
anything of  that which he possesses to be his own, but all things were theirs in common.” Acts 
of  the Apostles 4:32.  I have thought quite a lot about this verse and several 
verses in the Book of  Acts. The very earliest gathering of  Jesus believers “held all 
things in common” they did not understand ownership in the way we do 
believing that all of  their possessions were ultimately attributable to God and so 
God owned what they had. They were simply stewards of  God’s bounty. Most of  
those people were tradesmen and laborers, fishermen, and yes even some wealthy 
ones like Tax collectors. Some owned land and property and sold it and gave the 
money to the Apostles for distribution to the community.  
 
Our culture, our community, our understanding of  trade and commerce have 
changed in so many ways since that time. What is described is now promoted as 
one of  the political forms of  economics. It is ‘communalism’ at the least. Not 
Communism but communalism. We have elevated the idea of  private property 
and individual rights to heights unknown in the First Century.  
 
Yet, the central idea is community. Recently we started calling this the “beloved 
community.” Just so when we give as individuals we are living into community. 
We are mutually supporting according to our abilities. That is one of  the essence 
of  pledging, tithing, and giving - the common life, community, with love at the 
center.  



Old Testament 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 
When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from 
all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I 
am living in a house of  cedar, but the ark of  God stays in a tent." Nathan said 
to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you." 
 
But that same night the word of  the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my 
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live 
in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of  Israel 
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of  Israel, did I 
ever speak a word with any of  the tribal leaders of  Israel, whom I commanded 
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of  
cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says 
the Lord of  hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and 
have cut off  all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great 
name, like the name of  the great ones of  the earth. And I will appoint a place 
for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as 
formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I 
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that 
the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made 
sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 
 

The Readings for Advent 4 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

Voluntary  Pastoral Symphony—Messiah    G F Handel   

Opening Hymn O come O come Emmanuel    Hymnal 56 

Choir Anthem Canticle 15 The Magnificat  

Gospel Hymn Prepare ye the way      LEVAS 11 

Offertory  There’s a voice in the wilderness    Arr K. Leach 

Communion  Muchos Resplandores     WLP 794 

   Blessed be the God of  Israel    WLP 889 

Closing Hymn Oh! What a beautiful city    LEVAS 10 



Canticle 15 The Song of  Mary Magnificat Luke 1:46-55 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of  the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
 the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
 in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of  his arm, * 
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
 and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
 and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of  his servant Israel, * 
 for he has remembered his promise of  mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
 to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The Epistle Romans 16:25-27 
 
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of  Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of  the mystery that 
was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic 
writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of  the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of  faith-- to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 
The Gospel Luke 1:26-38 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of  the 
house of  David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed 
by his words and pondered what sort of  greeting this might be. The angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name 
him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of  the Most High, and 
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SPOTLIGHT: Commentary and Reflections 

the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of  his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of  Jacob 
forever, and of  his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since 
I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of  the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 
of  God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the 
sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then 
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of  the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 
the angel departed from her. 
 
 
 

The Lessons Continued 

Today’s readings invite us to respond to the wonder and mystery of  God with a clear and joyful “yes.” In 2 Samuel, 
God overwhelms David with the promise of  an eternal kingdom to David’s heir. Paul proclaims that in Jesus 
Christ the mystery of  the ages is revealed. Mary opens her spirit, soul and body to the mystery and word of  God. 
 
About the First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11,16 
The books of  1 and 2 Samuel tell of  David’s reign. They are court histories probably written dur-
ing Solomon’s reign. Chapter 7 explains why David, whose reign was considered the high point of  
Jewish history, did not build the temple, although he desired to do so. The chapter is divided into 
Nathan’s prophecy (vv. 1-17) and David’s prayer (vv. 18-29). 
 
The Hebrew word sometimes translated “house” is alternately played on in several ways in the 
passage. It means “palace” (v. 1), “temple” (v. 5), “dynasty” (v. 11) and “family status” (v. 18). This 
chapter became the basis for the establishment of  the Davidic covenant, in which God swore that 
David’s line on the throne would never cease. 

 The Annunciation by Adam 
Pomeroy. Irish painter Adam Pomeroy 
imagines Mary as a contemporary young 
Irish woman.  



After the fall of  Jerusalem and the overthrow of  the monarchy (587 B.C.), the 
Davidic covenant came to be understood as God’s assurance of  a future ideal 
king from David’s line, and this hope became an essential part of  the Jewish 
expectation of  the Messiah. 
 
About the Canticle: Canticle 15 
Mary’s joyous song of  praise, the Magnificat, echoes many of  Luke’s gospel 
themes: the joy of  salvation, the reversal of  this world’s values, God’s option 
for the poor and lowly, and the fulfillment of  the Old Testament promises. 
This song of  God’s lowly handmaid is a foreshadowing of  the way in which 
the Kingdom of  God will transform our world. 
 
About the Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 
Today’s reading is an expression of  praise or doxology closing Paul’s letter to 
the Romans. The good news that Paul makes known, the proclamation about 
Jesus Christ, is the “revelation of  the mystery” (v. 25) of  God’s plan of  salva-
tion hidden in the Old Testament and now made known in Christ. 
 
Though the Old Testament did not explain this mystery in advance, now, in 
retrospect, it reveals the significance of  Jesus’ life, death and resurrection as 
the fulfillment of  God’s plan. The outpouring of  the Holy Spirit enabled 
Christian believers to comprehend the prophecies of  the Old Testament and 
through them to discover God’s astounding plan for the salvation not only of  
Jews but for Gentiles as well. 
 
About the Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
Luke’s infancy narratives show that the meaning of  Jesus’ life, death and resur-
rection was already implicit in the circumstances of  his conception and birth. 
He emphasizes the theological significance of  these events and so presents the 
gospel message through them. 
 
The annunciation to Mary is similar to the annunciation to Zechariah in 1:5-
23. Gabriel, the angel who heralds the fulfillment of  God’s salvation in Daniel 
(Daniel 9:20-25), now appears to Mary to herald the birth of  Jesus. 
 
The angel greets Mary as God’s wonderfully graced one. He then reveals that 
she is to bear a son who will be a powerful Davidic King and, in fact, God’s 
own Son. Mary questions how this can be, but Gabriel replies that God’s 
power, the Holy Spirit, will come upon Mary and create this new life in her. 
Thus, the divine origin of  Jesus’ earthly history is affirmed. 
 
As with Mary, so the life of  God is conceived and nurtured in each of  us. But 
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it happens only through God’s power, not our own. We need only cooperate as God’s willing ser-
vants. 
 
Reflection and Response 
 
Every year the malls start sooner to create mythical holiday worlds where dreams come true and 
bills don’t arrive for another month. Even the skeptics find themselves getting caught up in it, 
thinking maybe this year we can achieve harmony, satisfy all hungers and create a perfect peace. 
How odd it seems then to turn to Advent readings where the only touch of  perfection comes with 
the brief  brush of  an angel wing, then disappears, leaving unanswered questions. 
 
Many of  us would enjoy the house of  cedar without the prick of  conscience that prompted David 
to make a costly comparison. How could he enjoy his comfort when God dwelt in a make-shift 
tent? Yet when David directs that question to Nathan, God answers through the prophet with the 
delight of  a parent whose child has offered some homemade, lopsided but lovingly crafted gift. 
God responds with overwhelming generosity, promising ongoing support, fame, victory, peace, 
just government and rest. God tells David in short order: “Let’s get the dynamic straight. It is I 
who builds the house for you.” 
 
This is a good reminder for those who become obsessive about housecleaning, decorating and 
family bonding at this time of  year. Our efforts never make the home complete, for God is the 
ultimate builder. 
 
The same spirit permeates the gospel reading from Luke. Mary lacks all the credentials that most 
humans think important for anyone making such a dramatic change in history. Almost everything 
is against her: her age, inexperience, gender, marital status and powerlessness. But what is for her 
outweighs all the apparent negatives: the favor of  God and its inner reflection in her willingness. 
Her poverty is lifted up and turned into wealth by a God for whom nothing is impossible. 
 
There seems to be little in our holiday feasting that celebrates this twist of  events. If  anything, we 
go to the opposite extreme, trying to create magic through our own frantic efforts. It never quite 
works, does it? The cookies burn, the relatives fight, the sweaters don’t fit, weariness and depres-
sion set in...and then we remember: Christ would come in circumstances like these. 
 
 

Our Readings for the Day Continued 
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Quietly consider: 

What are my fantasies of perfection for this holiday? 

How do today’s readings set me straight? 



We Really Need A Few Volunteers! 

Talent and Time In The altar guild! 

 

JOB DESCRIPTION:  The Altar Guild is 

responsible for all of the Vestments, Chalices, and other holy 

implements used in worship. An Altar Guild volunteer will, on 

rotation, be responsible for setting up all of what is needed to 

say mass including cleaning and preparing the holy hardware, 

filling candles, dusting and wiping down statues, altar, and 

Reredos.  Ideally you will also insure that the pews are ready 

for worship. It is contemplative, behind the scenes, deeply 

spiritual service to the church. It can be done individually after 

hours, perfect for social distancing.  

Email Fr. Bill at fr.bill@stannanola.org 

A Reply to Last Weeks Article on the Murder Board 

Dear Luigi,   
 
During this rather dark time of  Advent, before we can really see the Light that is coming, I wanted 
to offer you my sincere gratitude for taking on this difficult and painful job, week after week.  I'm 
sure all on this email thread will join me in offering you our thanks.  Facing grief, when it comes, is 
a difficult burden. Searching it out in the lives of  victims of  violence can only be done in 
the knowledge that you (and they) have the prayers and support of  all of  us.  Thank you for carry-
ing this torch for us.  You are courageous. 
 
In the Faith of  the Light to come! 
Maria Elliott 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
Director of  Pastoral Care and Spiritual Life 
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A Vigil Mass of  the Incarnation 
 

Time:  10:00 p.m.  
Date: December 24, 2020 

 

Reservations are Required 
 

Limited Seating and Capacity 
 

Weather permitting we plan to  
Enjoy a closing hymn—Silent Night 

By Candlelight Outside 
We will gather in front of  the church 

Where, with social distancing, we can all sing. 
 

The Mass will be recorded and replayed on Facebook 
We will also live stream the Mass 

 
For Reservations Call: 

504-947-2121 ask for Luigi 



 

The Liturgy for Christmas (I) 

The Readings: 

 Isaiah 9:2-7 

 Psalm 96 

 Titus 2:11-14 

 Luke 2:1-20 

 

The Music (unless noted only the choir sings): 

Voluntary:   O Holy Night, Jack Craft , cello; Ken Leach, piano 
Opening Hymn:  Angel's We Have Heard On High, #96 
The Choir will sing, GLORIA IN EXCELSIS, S-280.  
After the First Lesson: O Come, All Ye Faithful, #83 

The Psalm will be spoken. 
Gospel/Sequence Hymn:  Hark the Herald Angels Sing, #87  

**Music at Offering: A Choral Medley of  Christmas Hymns, Arr. K. Leach**.  
Music at Communion:   

A musical meditation of  Christmas Hymns for cello and piano, Arr. K. Leach, Jack Craft, cello 
If  inside:  Silent Night, #111, The congregation will raise their candles during the singing of  the 

third verse. 
Closing Hymn:  Joy to the World, the Lord is Come, #100 

 
***If  weather permits the choir would sing Joy to the World and then do Silent Night 

outside in front of  the church with the congregation raising their voices!*** 
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Blog reprint (Letters from Mary to her cousin Elizabeth): 

mammabishop 

Day 19 

 

Dear Elizabeth, 
 
We set out long after dark last night 
and made a slow trek across the 5 
miles or so to Joseph's cousins 
Rebecca and John's home. They are an 
older couple who never ad children. 
They welcomed us with open arms 
and were very concerned for our 
welfare. The ride for me was not easy, 
nor the walk for Joseph after such a 
long day. We must have looked 
frightful! On top of  that they had 
received word from Mama and Papa 
that a small bunch of  angry men had 
shown up to the house looking for us, 
armed with clubs and rocks. The 
group was not happy that they 

couldn't satisfy their blood lust. They grabbed Papa but he got away, went inside and locked the 
house tight. Roman constables came and got things broken up. Mama was very upset. We 
immediately sent word that we were safely here. 
 
The night was almost cold but the sky was beautiful. We were bundled up well enough, so we did 
not mind the chill on our cheeks. We walked mostly in silence, although I could hear Joseph 
humming to himself, which I found to be quite comforting. As I get to know Joseph, I am more 
and more amazed at how fortunate and blessed I am. He is always gentle and thoughtful, never 
impatient with me as I lumber around. We will probably try to move on a bit more tonight, if  the 
weather is good, Papa and Joseph have a list of  relatives we can stay with a night at a time, so I am 
not strained too much. When we get closer to Bethlehem, and have gone a good distance from 
home, we should be able to travel in the daylight. Right now, I will enjoy the hospitality given. 
They are spoiling me and fussing over me. I really like it! Bye for now. Praying for you as I know 
you are for me. 
 
love, 
 
Mary 
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P 
urify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son 
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

The Annunciation by James He Qi, China/USA  


