
 A quorum will be counted after the closing Hymn 11:30-45 a.m.  
 
 State of the parish reflection by Fr. Terry  
 
 The Senior Wardens Reflection Ms. Anna Harris 
 
 The Junior Wardens Report will be given by Mr. Kirk Toups 
 
 A Report on the Dodwell House will be given by Deacon Buck Close 
 
 A vote of acclamation for the class of 2021 Vestry Members (no floor 

nominations) and they are:  Jim McMillan, Diana Meyers, Rusty Downing, 
with Clerk and Alternate Sean McLoughlin 

 
 The Treasurers Report by Jim McMillan followed by discussion if any and a 

vote to approve or amend as needed. (See summary report attached) 
 
 A Reflection on Anna’s Place NOLA by Brianna Carr 
 
 Thanks and Courtesy Resolution for Katherine McFadden 
 

We have a long way to go! 
Help us to get there! 

Pledge according to your ability with joy! 
Can we chase 100%? 
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AnnaGram 
Advent 3 Annual Parish Meeting Agenda 

Pledges 



In many ways our time is similar to a time after Hurricane Katrina. The pandemic has 
scattered us albeit to our homes and apartments. People, like then, are exhausted for so many 
reasons. Some, are unemployed because of  this pandemic. Some, working from home, are 
busier than I have seen in a long time. Our very patterns of  behavior have been altered 
because of  this present challenge. Yet, the church can and should remain a focal point for our 
faith, fellowship, and community work. Just as when we were considering how to rebuild our 
faith community after Katrina so to we will consider how to rebuild our faith community in-
person when it is finally and inevitably safe to do. In the mean time the Vestry has elected to 
permit employees and spouses of  employees just as we did after Katrina. That said, the 
nominations of  such can only be provided if  the employee or spouse is a long term and active 
member of  the church. We are trying to conserve energy and insure a vestry that is active and 
engaged. This will permit others to be engaged in the church in different roles without 
exhausting our small faith community.  
 
 
 

Nominees for Vestry are:  
 

 Rusty Downing: Rusty is married to Brother Don and both have been long 
time members and are very active in the church. Rusty has been an office 
volunteer for several years until the Pandemic; Don is noted for his feeding 
ministries. Both are faithful in worship and are pledgers of  record.  

 
 Diana Meyers:  Diana and her family can claim to have been members of  

Saint Anna’s Church for at least five generations. Diana has been on Altar 
Guild, SAMM Director, Co-Director of  Anna’s Place NOLA, and now the 
“Clerk” for The Dodwell House Committee (a paid position). Her husband 
Mike serves at the Altar and is our Verger. Both Diana and Mike have served 
on the Vestry in previous years.  

 
 Jim McMillan:  Jim and his family have been faithful members of  Saint 

Anna’s for number of  years. We have all enjoyed Henry as a “Junior 
Acolyte.” Jim has been our Treasurer for several years. He has served on the 
Vestry in the past and attends all meetings regularly. He and their family are 
faithful in worship and are givers of  record.  

 
 Sean McLaughlin: Is married to Luigi. Both have been members of  the 

church for over a decade. Sean has been a Vestrymember previously. He and 
Luigi have participated in several ministries and missions of  St. Anna’s over 
the years. They are both faithful in worship and are givers of  record.  

 

Nomination for Vestry Members 
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“I'm  a member 
because St. 

Anna's has 
been and 

continues to be 
a place that 
attempts to 

consistently do 
the work that 

needs to be 
done. “ 
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Diana Meyers:  I am the fourth generation of  my family to 
attend St. Anna's and have been active in many ways from 
attending Sunday School to being Treasurer and staff. St. 
Anna's has always been a diverse second family for me where 
people cared about me for who I am and I learned to care 
about others the same way. In times when I needed support, 
God provided it through St. Anna's, whether it was a job 
starting a medical outreach mission after Hurricane Katrina 

when I felt I needed to do more for others, or the knowledge gained from the 
LGBTQ community that allowed me to honestly explore my feelings when my 
daughter told us she was a lesbian, or the support and understanding I needed to 
help my parents as they aged. Flowing around the human St. Anna's family is a 
calming presence, a gentle nudge, a soft whisper and a strong feeling of  God's 
love that keeps me here. The future holds new transitions and challenges for St. 
Anna's, as it does for each of  us. Having been here through property fires, poor 
clergy choices and disasters, the fun times of  casino nights, Night Owls and 
annual picnics in Bay St. Louis, as well as having some knowledge of  Diocesian 
and Church protocols, I feel I can provide some historic content and experience 
to the choices we make moving forward for our church. 
 
Jim McMillan:  I'm  a member because St. 
Anna's has been and continues to be a place that 
attempts to consistently do the work that needs to 
be done. Through each mission and also, more 
quietly, through the daily example of  our 
community, St. Anna's reminds me of  the 
possibilities of  what we can be both as individuals 
and as a group. Also, as a parent, the power of  
having an example of  full acceptance and shaping 
how they view themselves and others who might 
be different is something that I can't create on my 
own and something that I'm grateful that St. 
Anna's continues to provide.  
 
As far as running to be a Vestry member, I'm running so that I can help serve St. 
Anna's so that it can continue to demonstrate, through mission and our 
gathering, what incredible work can be done by such a small and dedicated group 
of  people. Although not always the first thing people think of  with St. Anna's, 
the Vestry helps manage the operational and administrative aspects of  the 
church, so that the other work can continue . Continued on next page 



“I am 
willing to 
serve with 

dignity 
and to the 
best of  my 

ability.” 
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Rusty Downing:  I have been a member of  St. 
Anna's Episcopal Church for about 14 yrs, and 
during that time I have seen the church grow and 
do great things in the New Orleans 
community.  What has impressed me most about 
this church is the genuine love this congregation 
shows to one another, regardless of  who you are. 
They show this love not only on Sundays either 
but anytime they see you out and about. 
 
When asked to serve on the Vestry of  St. Anna's, 
I gave the request my careful and prayerful 

consideration to see if  I had enough to offer this wonderful church by being a 
member of  its governing body. My conclusion was, "why not give it a shot and 
see. If  you're not what they need, they'll let you know. So I am humbled and 
thankful to be asked to be a member of  this church's Vestry and I am willing to 
serve with dignity and to the best of  my ability. 
 
 
Sean McLoughlin:  I have been a 
member of  St. Anna’s for the last 14 
years. I was raised Roman Catholic and 
went to Roman Catholic school for 12 
years. Being gay I stopped going to 
church altogether. My husband felt the 
same way. After Hurricane Katrina, we 
found St. Anna’s. When we first attend 
service there were maybe 12 people at 
the service, due to Hurricane Katrina. 
We both felt welcomed there and we 
were able to be true to ourselves. I was 
on the Vestry in the past. I have watched St. Annas’ from 12 parishioners when I 
arrived after Katrina to where we are today.  Being a part of  this has have been 
exciting.  
 
Being on the Vestry again, will give me an opportunity to be part of  the working 
of  the church. My service to St. Anna’s is always in the forefront. I have seen 
most of  our missions at St. Anna’ s begin and I would like to continue to make 
our Mission the best they can be.   
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mamabishop (Blog) 
 
Creative and encouraging reflection and conversation about life, family, faith and laughter. During this time of  
Covid-19, I will offer a prayer/poem every day which you are free to use, wherever and whenever needed. 
[NOTE: ] 
 
Dear Auntie (*Elizabeth), 
 
The last few days have been very unsettling. I came 
home from your house with such peace and deep 
faith but it has been shattered in the last few days. 
The first thing that happened seemed frivolous. 
Several girls were walking by our home and saw me 
in the garden. I am definitely showing now. They 
started to call me names and taunt. Girls I had 
known all of  my life! Mama heard the commotion 
and ran out. She scolded them and sent them away. 
I was rattled but she helped me realize it was 
immature cruelty. Then last night, we were abruptly 
woken up by stones hitting our house. Papa rushed 
outside to see who it was, but they all ran away into 
the deep darkness. We were all shook up then. 
Mama made us tea, and we sat in the kitchen and 
talked. I finally slept, but not well. 
 
Papa (*Joachim) has called Joseph over and they had a long and serious discussion. It was decided 
that we wouldn't wait for the scheduled wedding, but have it in the next few days. Then, Joseph 
would move in here with us. I am to stay inside at all times. If  I go into the garden, it must be at 
night and never alone. They are afraid, someone will try to stone me. They guess I have been 
declared a sinner with no redemption. They want to kill me!  
 
I have been reading the psalms, as you taught me, to help calm my spirit. I knew saying yes to God 
was going to be challenging. But this savage cruelty is heartbreaking. People who are neighbors 
have turned on us. Please, Elizabeth, pray for me. And I am praying for you as your time is so very 
near. Hold on to to the hope. We both must! 
 
love, 
Mary 
 
* Elizabeth is the mother of  John the Baptist; Joachim is married to St. Anna and is the traditional father of  
Mary. 
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Anna’s Place NOLA 

First, the team of  Anna’s Place NOLA would like to extend its gratitude to our congregation, 
community, and youth for helping us continue our mission to alleviate pervasive poverty and 
violence in our community.  
 
As 2020 comes to a close, the youth program team is reflecting on the challenges that we have 
faced to provide services to our beloved youth during the global pandemic. During our Fall 
program we launched a virtual afterschool program that moved into a hybrid model, where 
students engaged in educational, cultural, and social and life skill developing classes including 
mindfulness, music therapy, dance, vocal music,  cultural arts and history. We faced many 
challenges as a small organization but, we persisted. Over the 11 weeks of  our Fall programming 
we learned a lot about the systems in place for our students, how many of  our kids were provided 
hotspots by their schools that barely worked, and how eager our kids were to come back to Anna’s 
Place NOLA to see their friends. Through donations from our beloved V.P. Franklin, and others, 
Anna’s Place was able to provide some kids with laptops when they had none from their schools.  

 
When the city moved into phase II reopening plans Anna’s Place NOLA 
followed strict guidelines outlined by the CDC and began slowly 
welcoming small groups of  students back, five to ten students at a time. 
It was wonderful to see the smiling faces of  our little ones but, 
disheartening to hear them beg for programming to return to “normal”. 
Keeping our connection with our students allowed Anna’s Place staff  to 
engage with our kids about the pandemic, race, and social isolation. As 
we are planning for 2021 we are following the 
science and data outlined by the CDC and, it is 
our hope, to reopen at a limited capacity four 
days a week at the end of  January and fully 
reopen in June of  2021. As we move into the 
holiday season we are hopeful and cautious in 
planning for the coming year.  

 
Merry Christmas to all…. 

 
From Anna’s Place NOLA 

 
Creating and sustaining our future 
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Homelessness and the PANDIMIC:  Sleeping bags and Blankets 
 Dear Brothers and Sisters, while the predictions are for a mild winter, as the past weeks have 
shown us, it can get very cool at night. Brother Don continues to do his homeless out reach and 
wanders among the disbursed homeless friends and neighbors that we have. His report is simple, 
they are asking for NEW or very gently used blankets and/or sleeping bags. Brother Don recently 
said, “In my recent visit to our Homeless Friends on a chilly and damp Sunday morning there 
were several folks asking for blankets. As we are approaching more cold nights I know our friends 
would be very appreciative of  the warm sleeping bags and blankets.” Donations of  sleeping bags 
and blankets may be dropped off  at the church.  
 
 “Whatever you did to the least of  these you did to me.” Gospel of  Matthew 
 
Christmas Cards, Caring Notes, Short Letters:  
For the past several years Saint Anna’s has embraced a few traditions around this time of  the year. 
COVID will prevent some. But we can still embrace many others.One example is to write a a 
letter of  affirmation. Write a letter that says to someone you don’t even know, “We care. You 
matter.” 
 
Write out and sign a Christmas Card. 
Or, simply jot a short note for a “Homeless “ bag. 
Make a family project of  it and get the kids involved. 
Cards 
Notes 
Letters 
 
They make a deep difference in the lives of  those who receive them. PLEASE CONSIDER 
DROPPING OFF YOUR CARDS, NOTES, OR LETTERS ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 
13TH THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

Talent and Time 
 
In The altar guild! We Really Need A Few Volunteers!  JOB DESCRIPTION:  The Altar 
Guild is responsible for all of  the Vestments, Chalices, and other holy implements used in 
worship. An Altar Guild volunteer will, on rotation, be responsible for setting up all of  what is 
needed to say mass including cleaning and preparing the holy hardware, filling candles, dusting 
and wiping down statues, altar, and Reredos.  Ideally you will also insure that the pews are ready 
for worship. It is behind the scenes (like a set dresser or stage hand). It can be done individually 
after hours so that you really don’t come in contact with others (if  you prefer). Email Fr. Bill at 
fr.bill@stannanola.org 
 

SAINT ANNA’S CHRISTMAS WISH LIST 
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Serving at the Altar is both a calling and an honor. We proclaim that we seek diversity and to 
that end I am asking women and people of  color to prayerfully consider a call to serve at that 
altar. We should be as diverse in our liturgy as we aspire to in our congregation. Do not be afraid, 
you will be trained, you will serve when you are comfortable, you will assist others until that time. 
Please consider being the "face of  Christ" to all who come to worship.  
 
Saint Martha’s Guild is a new serving opportunity at Saint Anna’s. Martha is the patron saint of  
housekeepers and so we are asking for a few volunteers to consider cleaning a part of  our church 
campus one a month on a rotation. As it stands Kirk, Ken, and Roberta have each volunteered 
their time as available to help sweep or mop or even vacuum. Another anonymous volunteer did 
deep cleaning and sanitizing of  our class rooms downstairs. They sparkle now. Perhaps you can 
give a few hours in a safe environment to help us keep the old place up. Email or call the church 
if  you think that this may be a calling for you.  
 
 
Technology Gift:  Our faculty and staff  are generally in good shape but for the following- 
 Luigi needs a new desktop computer. 
 Darryl needs a new monitor. 
 Our bookkeeper Anita needs a new desk top computer.  
 

Total Cost $2,000 or less 
 

Washing the Deck:  This is a simple project that only needs one of  our warmer winter days. A 
couple of  stiff  deck brushes a bucket or two of  sudsie water and a lot of  elbow grease to scrub 
and clean our deck off. Or, if  you happen to have a pressure washer at home that would work too.  
We have recently done a lot of  work in our yard and it has left the deck really a mess. Later in the 
spring a painting team would be terrific so that we could give the deck a good coat of  no skid 
paint. The we would be set for Easter and beyond  Volunteers contact Fr. Bill by calling the 
church or email.  
 
Reverse Advent Calendar:  The Reverse Advent Calendar has been in the past three issues of  
The AnnaGram. The idea is to place a box in your home. Each day of  Advent one or more of  the 
items on our Advent List are placed in the box. You then present that box during our Christmas 
Service as a way of  acknowledging our relationship to all creation in the Baby Jesus.  
 
Stay in Touch: During the pandemic our relationships become stretched. There are some limits 
on how we can stay connected. Please access and read the AnnaGram. It is delivered via email 
from our Vertical Response package. Read it on –line by accessing either Facebook or our website. 
Or, if  you wish we can send on to you each week in hard copy, or, you can pick one up on Sunday 
mornings. It will help us stay connected. Stay connected by attending on-line worship services, 
stay connected by participating in Daily Prayer Offices all on Facebook.  

SAINT ANNA’S CHRISTMAS WISH LIST 
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In Service to the Church 

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers 
Kirk Toups 
Gary VanVonderan 
Rebecca Henley 
Roberta Wilson 
 
Audio Visual - Sean McLoughlin/Jack Craft 
 
Altar Servers: 
Mike Meyers 
Luigi Mandile 
 

Sister Judy a member of  the Community of  Francis and Claire has knitted 
up a mess of  caps for the homeless distribution that Brother Don is devoted 

to. Time and Talent at work  even from afar. Thank you Sister for your 
support.  

“I know 
things are 
very hard 
for you 
right 
now...You 
are a 
much 
loved child 
of  God” 
Sister Judy 



Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 
The spirit of  the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of  the Lord's favor, 
and the day of  vengeance of  our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a garland instead of  ashes, 
the oil of  gladness instead of  mourning, 
the mantle of  praise instead of  a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of  righteousness, 
the planting of  the Lord, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of  many generations. 
For I the Lord love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples; 

The Readings for Advent 3 

The spirit of  
the 

Lord God is 
upon me, 

because 
the Lord has 
anointed me; 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

Voluntary  The Holy Mother Sings    14th c French  

Opening Hymn Prepare the way O Zion    Hymnal 69 

Gospel Hymn Prepare ye the way of  the Lord   LEVAS 11 

Offertory  The song of  Mary       Arr K. Leach Canticle III 

Communion  The Desert Shall Rejoice    WLP 722 

   People Look East      WLP 724 

Closing Hymn Soon and very soon      LEVAS 14 



all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of  salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of  righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself  with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself  with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 
 
Psalm 126 In convertendo 
 
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of  Zion, * 
 then were we like those who dream. 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
 and our tongue with shouts of  joy. 
3 Then they said among the nations, * 
 "The Lord has done great things for them." 
4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
 and we are glad indeed. 
5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
 like the watercourses of  the Negev. 
6 Those who sowed with tears * 
 will reap with songs of  joy. 
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
 will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 
The Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of  God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not 
despise the words of  prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
abstain from every form of  evil. 
 
May the God of  peace himself  sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and 
soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 
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The Gospel John 1:6-8,19-28 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself  was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 
 
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” 
He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself ?” He said, “I am the voice of  one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of  the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been 
sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if  you are neither the 
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of  his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 
 

The Lessons Continued 



About the First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11 
The prophet speaks a message of  hope to those returning from exile in Babylon. 
He describes an ultimate year of  jubilee—a time of  full blessing brought by 
divine favor. The blessing is accompanied by a day of  vindication that will bring 
full restitution for injustice. Thus he looks back to the Mosaic law regarding the 
jubilee year and forward to the day of  the Lord. 
 
In verses 10-11, the prophet assumes the voice of  Zion, the kingdom of  God. 
Zion revels in the new life given it by God. This new life is described first as a 
joyful wedding celebration and then as a time of  planting and new growth. Both 
images bespeak mystery and delight. In the same way, God will bring about a new 
life of  justice and praise. 
 
About the Psalm: Psalm 126 
In this psalm the people sing for joy over their deliverance from captivity. The 
psalmist recalls the Lord’s restoration of  Zion (vv. 1-3), pleads for continued 
restoration in the present (v. 4) and hopes for renewed joy to come out of  sorrow 
(vv. 5-6). 
 
About the Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Today’s reading comes from the earliest New Testament writing, written probably 
about AD 50–51. Paul has dealt with several questions relating to the expectation 
of  Jesus’ imminent return (5:1). He closes his letter by reminding the 
Thessalonians that a strong and loving community life, not speculation and 
anxiety, is the proper environment for awaiting the Lord. God desires that their 
lives be characterized by joy, prayer and thanksgiving. 
 
The Thessalonian Christians are to welcome the charismatic gifts, but with 
discernment. In speaking of  spirit, soul and body, Paul does not intend to divide 
the human person into separate components. Rather, in Hebraic style, he 
describes to the human person in the threefold components of  relation to God, 
of  present vitality and of  physical body. God both wills and works the 
sanctification of  the total person. 
 
About the Gospel: John 1:6-8,19-28 
All of  the gospels portray John the Baptist as the forerunner of  Jesus. The 
Gospel of  John emphasizes the Baptist’s role as a witnesses to Jesus as the light 
that was to appear on the day of  salvation. The evangelist John usually uses the 
term the Jews not to refer to Jews in general but to refer to those who live in 
Judea. They are for him the stereotype for those who oppose Jesus, especially the 
religious authorities who rejected his claims. 
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SPOTLIGHT: Commentary and Reflections 



 
The people of  Jesus’ time had a variety of  expectations about the appearance of  one or more 
figures who would bring the current age to an end. The most common hope centered on the 
coming of  a political messiah who would be a member of  the royal line of  King David. Elijah was 
also expected as a herald. There was also a hope for the revival of  prophecy by a prophet-like-
Moses. 
 
When questioned, John the Baptist rejects all of  these identifications. He is only “the voice of  one 
crying out in the wilderness” (v. 23; Isaiah 40:3). Likewise, the baptism that he practices points 
away from himself. It is only a preparation for the One already present but as yet undisclosed. 
 

Reflection and Response 
In today’s gospel, John the Baptist is interrogated by representatives of  the religious 
establishment. He sets a precedent for Jesus, who would later infuriate the authorities because he 
made their law-making and enforcing functions obsolete. Both men were suspect because they 
called people to an inner holiness. They epitomized the powerlessness of  God’s chosen, little ones 
poised against the power of  the temple authorities. 
 
Just as in last week’s reading, John has a clear sense of  who he is. Nevertheless, his questioners try 
to demean him: they suggest that because he is not Christ, Elijah or a prophet, he has no right to 
baptize. So in our day, we sometimes assume that the unordained have few rights and 
responsibilities compared to the clergy. We appropriate the religious experience of  others because 
we do not trust our own. One of  the great gifts of  women’s spirituality has been to offset this 
discounting by seeing our own lives as the texts of  God’s sacred revelation. 
 
The reading from Isaiah catches this spirit: just as the prophet feels chosen and anointed by God 
to bring good tidings, to heal and liberate, so should we. Were it not for our intervention in many 
situations, God’s presence would not be brought to bear there. Yet it would be as wrong to 
overvalue ourselves as to undervalue our gifts. Isaiah and John the Baptist know distinctly that 
they do not act on their own, but draw from God’s power within them. 
 
Most people engaged in ministry would agree that they bumbled into it somehow. Some grace that 
they cannot explain leads them through their work, overcoming their personal confusion, 
empowering them with the Spirit. 
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Quietly consider: 

In what ways has God chosen me to bring 

good news, heal and liberate? 
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We are so pleased that one of  our members has discerned and acted upon her call to 

ministry in the Episcopal Church. Recently, during our Diocesan Convention, the 
Bishop announced that Allison will be called back to serve in the Episcopal Diocese 

of  Louisiana working for both the Diocese and acting as Priest in Charge at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church in Harveyt, LA. That is great news for the Diocese.  



Many people in our church family are familiar with the Victims of  Violence board that is located 
on the front wall outside of  our church building.  For those that are unfamiliar how St. Anna’s 
began this: after Hurricane Katrina, the city was devastated, the murder rate in New Orleans and 
the surrounding area was on the rise. Many blamed the governments lack of  assistance after the 
storm.   
 
To honor those that were killed and allow all to see the names that passed by St. Anna’s, Deacon 
Joyce Jackson and Deacon Elaine Clements began to search all newspapers articles of  the Victims 
of  Violence and place the article in a binder for the church. Father Terry would then place the 
name(s) on a memorial board.  Once a week the Deacons would bring a Red Rose for each victim 
to the Mayors Office and the Office of  the District Attorney.   
 
As the many binders became filled, the two Deacons passed this mission on to a new volunteer. 
Vicki Terry, Father Terry’s wife became that volunteer. Ms. Vicki continued the practice of  
searching the newspapers for articles. The Episcopal Diocese of  Louisiana also had a person that 
was searching online for Victims of  Violence for our Diocese in Southeast Louisiana and report 
the names to all the churches to use as they felt proper for their Prayers at Sunday worship. At this 
time, I had taken over the mission of  naming victims for St. Anna’s.  I decided to take over this 
mission as, the Diocese representative decided to move on.  Since I was doing this for St. Anna’s, I 
offered to do this for the Diocese itself  and send names to all the churches weekly.  I have been 
doing this four (4) years if  not longer.   
 
To this day, this mission is very challenging for me 
personally and spiritually.  Researching Victims of  
Violence for our area alone was difficult enough. 
Researching for all Southeast Louisiana was more 
than I could imagine. Each morning when I arrive 
at my office, I go online and search for the Victims 
of  Violence for our entire Diocese. It is not only 
our city but most of  southeast Louisiana.  What do 
I mean by everywhere? I look not only in cities like 
New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Lafayette but also 
towns named, Bunkie, Donaldsonville, Sorrento, 
French Settlement, Crowley. No one is spared. 
Some of  the crimes I read about are very difficult 
and It is hard for me to understand how these 
crimes are even possible.  
 
The grandmother that was shot while being 
carjacked; the brother and sister that were stabbed 
to death after an argument with a friend; The two-
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year-old that was beaten to death;  Or the body that was found on the side of  a road, shot, and 
burned.  The manner of  crimes can go on and on, and it continues to amaze me when I am 
reading these articles. There are times when I have walked away from my desk and just taken a 
breath. I have been able to speak with Father Terry which has allowed me to get things off  of  my 
chest. There are times I just walk down to the church and sit in a pew and pray for strength to go 
back and continue my research. I understand there are no answers as to why such crimes could 
happen, but the crime did happen and effected many families for the rest of  their lives.  
 
When we are reading the prayers of  the People at our Sunday service, I would like you to know as 
the Victims of  Violence are being read, that it is much more than a name, age and the manner that 
the person died. These are people from New Orleans and the surrounding area, no other location 
in the Diocese is read. It is important for us to remember these people.    If  you should happen to 
hear me reading these names, please know that also thinking of  the article I had to read and the 
details that went with the crime.  As we are coming to the end of  this year, I have only a small 
spot left on the board hanging on the church outside wall to place names on.   
 
St. Anna’s first name was placed on January 01, 2007. To date for New Orleans and the 
surrounding area,  
 

2,632 Victims of  Violence 
 

May Perpetual light shine upon all Victims of  Violence 
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“Central City” is a pencil drawing 
by local artist and peace advocate 
Charles Anderson. He is also the 
artist responsible for creating the 
uniform jackets  that our Anna’s  
Place NOLA students wear during 
performances.  

 

This drawing was done in response to 
the violence and murders in our city. 
His first drawings were of children 
who had died to this violence.  

 

His various art projects and attire 
may be purchased on line.  
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Christmas Cards 

Caring Notes 

Short Letters 

For the past several years Saint Anna’s has embraced  

a few traditions around this time of the year.  

COVID will prevent some. 

But we can still embrace many others. 

One example is to write a a letter of affirmation. 

Write a letter that says to someone you don’t even know, “We care. You 

matter.” 

Write out and sign a Christmas Card. 

Or, simply jot a short note for a “Homeless “ bag. 

Make a family project of it and get the kids involved. 

Cards 

Notes 

Letters 

They make a deep difference in the lives of those who receive them. 

PLEASE CONSIDER DROPPING OFF YOUR CARDS, NOTES, OR LETTERS 

ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 13TH THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
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Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for Advent 3 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

On the web at 

www.stannanola.org 

S 
tir up your 
power, O 
Lord, and with 

great might come 
among us; and, 
because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, 
let your bountiful 
grace and mercy 
speedily help and 
deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 


