
On the second  Sunday of  Advent we encounter Isaiah as well as John the 
Baptist both making proclamation of  preparation . We at St. Anna’s strive to 
be a place of  making a level pathway for the people of  God. How do we do 
this? By empowerment, kinship, inclusion and vision. This Sunday we 
exemplify, in so many ways, how we go about this. This Sunday we will hear 
from a guest preacher, one of  our own, Ms. Lori Ranner.  
 
Lori Frey Ranner is a New Orleans native. She holds a double 
B.A. in History and Classics from Loyola University New Orleans 
and an M.Phil. in Byzantine Studies from the University of  
Oxford (Keble, 1996), with a concentration in Ecclesiastical 
History. Her area of  academic specialization is Latin and Greek 
ecumenical relations in the period following the Fourth Crusade. 
Between 1999-2014, she held the post of  lecturer at Loyola New 
Orleans in the Departments of  History and Classics. She currently 
teaches Latin, Ancient Greek, and World Religions at Ursuline Academy. 

She is married and mother to three children. In her random bits of  free time, she is writing 
one novel, editing a second, and turning a third into a podcast.  
 
In addition we will hear the voices of  Tony Rux aka Sister Glory Bea 
representing the LGBTQ+ community. What St. Anna’s Means to the 
Community. 
 
We will have one of  our long time members, Nicole Hutchison, share a 
reflection on her experience of  St. Anna’s and what it means to the 
community from her perspective.  
 
Like the evangelists that gave us the Gospels, each has a different perspective, 
a different experience of  the same center which is Jesus the incarnate son of  
God. 
 

“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says your God.  
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AnnaGram 
A Very Special Advent 2 “Testimony Sunday” 



Welcome Vincent Floyd Guidry into this world. The son of  John and Erin 
Guidry weighs in at 10 lbs 6 oz. What a great gift to us all. Erin advises that she 
had a super birthing team in this home birth and that the Guidry family has a 
great post partum care team as well. All is good! Thanks to all of  the teams 

helping them and thanks be to our God and the intercession of  blessed   
Saint Anna. 

Welcome Vincent Floyd Guidry  

I was given 
the 
opportunity 
to 
participate 
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Sophia Hutchison pictured far 
right on Easter Sunday 2018.  
 

“I volunteer as an acolyte 
on the altar because I used 
to dream of  doing it when 
I was younger and it always 
seemed so cool. It really is 

such a fun experience to do 
the service with my church 
family. I've gotten to know 
so many amazing people, 

and I'm so glad I was given 
the opportunity to 

participate .” Sophia 
Hutchison 



Recollections by Nicole Hutchison 
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It's funny, because I can't quite remember exactly what year my 
family found St. Anna's...time is measured in Before St. Anna's 
and After.  We are so truly grateful to have found a church home 
where we feel welcome and comfortble. Not just comfortable 
because of  the hospitality, but comfortable with the way we see 
the church honor and respect all people. A social justice driven 
church. We finally found a place of  worship that made sense to 
us. 
 
My Grandmother was an Episcopal Reverend in California, (the 
Second Ordained woman in the state) and she did the honor of  

baptizing our daughter Sophia when she was a baby. Our dear friend Nigel, who 
is Sophia's Godfather, was so moved by the beautiful service (which took place 
among the beautiful tall Redwood trees in the Bay Area) that when he came 
home to New Orleans, he thought he might try out that Episcopal Church on 
Esplanade. He enjoyed it so much that he recommended it to us, and the rest is 
history.  
 
My husband once served on the Vestry, my daughter serves on the Altar, and I 
have volunteered with Sunday School and have been apart of  the Dodwell 
House Extravaganza/Fundraising committee for several years now. Of  all of  the 
wonderful and important Missions that St. Anna's has, their work with the 
children of  our community resonates strongly with me and the children 
themselves have touched my heart in profound ways. I myself  have benefitted 
from community afterschool programs and summer camps as a kid, and I belive 
that the people I met and the new and different experiences I was exposed to, 
helped shape me into the person that I am today. I will always, in some kind of  
way, volunteer for Anna's Place NOLA and their future home at Dodwell House 
because I know just how important and impactful their work is. Knowing that 
these children are being given that same attention and opportunity I was shown 
as a child, gives me hope for their future and peace of  mind for their 
present...their safety and happiness and comfort...even if  only briefly, when they 
are here at St. Anna's. 
 
I feel that the work is necessary and rewarding...even when I may think I'm too 
busy or overwhelmed. A little time here and there equals a great deal of  support 
for the program and I feel honored to be able to help when I can. This is what I 
can offer to the church, our home, that has spiritually given so much to my 
family.  
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mamabishop (Blog) 
 
Creative and encouraging reflection and conversation about life, family, faith and laughter. During this time of  
Covid-19, I will offer a prayer/poem every day which you are free to use, wherever and whenever needed. [NOTE: 
This is written in relationship to our first reading on Advent 2] 
 

 
 
Dear Aunt Elizabeth, 
  
today was a horrible day. I am finally able to write 
to you late at night by candle light since Papa and 
Mamma have finally gone to bed. Today it became 
very clear that I will have to leave here for our 
safety. Joseph came early in the morning to make 
plans with Papa. I tried to go outside and sit in the 
sun but they would not allow me out of  the house. 
I cannot go out again until we begin our journey. 
And that will be in the middle of  the night so no 
one finds out.  
  
As Joseph and Papa were talking, Momma and I 
made some bread and soup. It was a hard conversa-
tion to hear, but I accept that we have no other 
choice. All of  the sudden a rock came flying 
through our window. Several others followed. We 
ducked and hid under the table but not fast 
enough.  One struck Momma on the head. She bled 

some but it stopped quickly and she said she was going to be fine. Papa's face told another story. 
He has aged so much since I started to show. It cannot go on like this. We know this. I wish I had 
you here to throw your arms around me. Momma tried but she starts to cry for fear. I do under-
stand. It is too much for them. 
 
We  will be going in the next few days. I don't know exactly but it will surely be under cover of  
darkness. I will write when I can and send word when the baby comes. Please play for Momma 
and Papa especially. They carry such a heavy load. 
 
Much love, 
 
Mary 



Why is Saint Anna’s important to the  

community? 
 

This Sunday, Advent 2, Saint Anna’s will 
host 

Tony Rux aka Glory Bea 

Sharing her/his reflections on Saint 
Anna’s as a Community Partner 

And Good News! 

Tony tested negative for COVID! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nicole Hutchison will offer a reflection this Sunday as well as Glory Bea. 
Nicole is a long time member of  Saint Anna’s. She has led earlier 
permutations of  our Children’s Sunday School program; she has been an 
invaluable member of  the Dodwell House Extravaganza Team. In fact 
Nicole is responsible for creating the framework for our most recent 2020 
Virtual Dodwell House Gala. It was great to 
have her at the helm.  

 

Nicole is married to Randy, an architect, and 
we have all enjoyed her daughter Sophia for 
many years. This family is certainly a part of  
our family.  
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Saint Anna's Church is now selling Memorial bricks. The vision is a "Memorial Pathway" next to 
the Gordon Maginnis House. These bricks may be used as a tribute to a cause, a person, a pet, or 
a loved one. The bricks are heavy brick pavers deeply engraved.  
 
Proceeds from the brick sales will be invested in our Memorial Gardens which are the courtyard 
and Memorial Walkway area. In addition, supporting business partners may also invest in bricks 
showing their support for the mission work that St. Anna's and Anna's Place NOLA do.  
 

To order your personalized brick contact the Parish Office at 504-947-2121 or 
admin@stannanola.org 

 
COST: 

4X8 Brick is $50.00 

Advent Missals/Worship Guides 

Now Available On-line on our Website  

Scroll down the site to “News” 

Or find the link on our Facebook page. 

Advent 

What better way to memorialize a loved one……. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

Remember to send in your pledge cards 

Next Week is our Annual Parish Meeting  

“All are welcomed. None are shunned.”  
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Christmas Cards 

Caring Notes 

Short Letters 

For the past several years Saint Anna’s has embraced  

a few traditions around this time of the year.  

COVID will prevent some. 

But we can still embrace many others. 

One example is to write a a letter of affirmation. 

Write a letter that says to someone you don’t even know, “We care. You 

matter.” 

Write out and sign a Christmas Card. 

Or, simply jot a short note for a “Homeless “ bag. 

Make a family project of it and get the kids involved. 

Cards 

Notes 

Letters 

They make a deep difference in the lives of those who receive them. 

PLEASE CONSIDER DROPPING OFF YOUR CARDS, NOTES, OR LETTERS 

ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 13TH THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
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Talent and Time In The altar guild! 

We Really Need A Few Volunteers! 

 

JOB DESCRIPTION:  The Altar Guild is responsible for all of  the Vestments, Chalices, and 

other holy implements used in worship. An Altar Guild volunteer will, on rotation, be responsible 

for setting up all of  what is needed to say mass including cleaning 

and preparing the holy hardware, filling candles, dusting and wiping 

down statues, altar, and Reredos.  Ideally you will also insure that the 

pews are ready for worship. It is behind the scenes (like a set dresser 

or stage hand). It can be done individually after hours so that you 

really don’t come in contact with others (if  you prefer). Email Fr. 

Bill at fr.bill@stannanola.org 

The Storyville Stompers will be presenting again this Thursday. They will be offering a 
concert of  gospel music. 

 

The Storyville Stompers Brass Band, 
established in 1981, plays New Orleans 
music in the traditional style, a music 
considered the foundation for Jazz and 
Dixieland. The Storyville Stompers 
perform regularly in and around New 
Orleans at weddings, second line 
parades, conventions, festivals, concerts, 
airport greetings, receptions, parties, 
and any other function that warrants 
celebration. The band also performs at 
jazz funerals. The Storyville Stompers 
have been enjoyed by audiences of  all 
ages in Asia, Europe, South America, 
across the U.S., and at sea.  The 
Stompers also perform regularly at the 
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, 
the French Quarter Festivals, New 
Orleans, Satchmo Summer Fest, New 
Orleans, Great American Brass Band 
Festival, Danville, Ky, Sugar Fest, Baton 

Mission to Musicians II TIP JAR MINISTRY 
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In Service to the Church 

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers 
Karen Judge 
Stewart Chaplin 
V P Franklin 
Nicole Gottschalk 
 
Audio Visual - Charlie Gottschalk/Jack Craft 
 
Altar Servers: 
Ed Azemas 
Allison Reid 
 

 

Winter Wonderland Queen IV 
 

All Hail Queen 

Sarah Manosharc 

Winter Wonderland  

Queen IV 

 

Here pictured with Misti 
Gather one of  the founders 

of  Winter Wonderland. 

 

 

 

Winter Wonderland has been used as a fund raising vehicle for 
Misti and her wife Catherine for several years now. A lot of  
hours and work have always gone into this great event. St. 
Anna’s has been blessed in past years to be a recipient of  
grants/gifts from this event. All of  the recipients are always well 
deserving of  support. A big shout out to these community 
activists that offer their time talent and treasure to good works.  



Isaiah 40:1-11 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord's hand 
double for all her sins. 
 
A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of  the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of  the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of  the Lord has spoken.” 
 
A voice says, “Cry out!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of  the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 

The Readings for Advent II 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

Voluntary  O Thou God the Father    J S Bach  

Opening Hymn Comfort comfort ye my people    Hymnal 67 

Gospel Hymn Prepare ye the way of  the Lord   LEVAS 11 

Offertory  What is the crying at Jordan     Hymnal 69  

Communion  People look east      WLP 724 

   Once he cam in blessing     Hymnal 53 

Closing Hymn Oh What a Beautiful City     LEVAS 10 



when the breath of  the Lord blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of  our God will stand for ever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of  good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of  good tidings, 
lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of  Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 
See, the Lord God comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 Benedixisti, Domine 
 
1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, * 
 you have restored the good fortune of  Jacob. 
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of  your people * 
 and blotted out all their sins. 
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, * 
 for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
 and to those who turn their hearts to him. 
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 
 that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, * 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 
 and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 
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The 
Epistle 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of  
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the 
day of  the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and 
the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be 
disclosed. 
 
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of  persons ought you to be in 
leading lives of  holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of  the day of  God, 
because of  which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with 
fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 
righteousness is at home. 
 
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, 
without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of  our Lord as salvation. 
 
The Gospel Mark 1:1-8 
 
The beginning of  the good news of  Jesus Christ, the Son of  God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of  you, 
who will prepare your way; 
the voice of  one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of  the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 
 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of  repentance for the 
forgiveness of  sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of  
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 
I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of  his sandals. I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 
 

The Lessons Continued 



This week’s readings call us to repentance. Isaiah announces that God is coming to deliver 
and comfort—prepare the way! The author of  2 Peter tells us to prepare for this coming by 
living in holiness and devotion. In today’s gospel, John the baptizer proclaims “a baptism of  
repentance for the forgiveness of  sins” (v. 4). 
 
 
About the First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
This reading serves as a prologue to chapters 40–66, sometimes called “the 
book of  the consolation of  Israel” because of  this opening passage. It serves 
both as an account of  a new calling and as a statement of  the major themes 
of  the rest of  the book. 
 
The voice announces that the salvation of  exiled Israel is imminent, the 
nation’s “penalty” (v. 2), that is, its time of  compulsory servitude in exile, is 
over. Now the people are invited to receive both deliverance and restoration. 
 
Unlike other instances of  the highway image in Isaiah, where the people 
journey on a path prepared by God, this highway is prepared for God’s travel. 
Verses 3-4 reflect the practice of  sending messengers ahead of  visiting royalty. 
The prophet shows that the comfort due to God’s people is inextricably linked 
to God’s presence and the revelation of  glory. Joy, fearlessness and comfort 
result from the supreme “good news”: “Here is your God!” (v. 9). As 
sovereign ruler and tender shepherd, God comforts the people. 
 
About the Psalm: Psalm 85:1-2,8-13 
This lament seems to have been composed for a particular situation of  
affliction (vv. 4-6), and then to have passed into general use. Thanksgiving is 
given for the return from exile (vv. 1-3), and the Lord’s continued help is 
requested. The Lord’s answer comes (vv. 8-13), perhaps as an oracle uttered by 
a prophet or priest. Verse 11 beautifully reassures the people of  God’s 
gracious care. These four qualities—steadfast love, faithfulness, righteousness, 
and peace—spring from God and unite to work for the good of  God’s 
people. 
 
About the Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Today’s reading responds to the anxiety of  many about the apparent delay of  
Christ’s eagerly expected second coming (3:1-7). Peter explains that this delay 
is not divine procrastination but divine mercy. God’s view of  time is different 
from ours, and God’s forbearance will bring about repentance and salvation. 
Yet the day of  the Lord will come unexpectedly, “like a thief ” (v. 10). 
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SPOTLIGHT: Commentary and Reflections 



 
The belief  that the world would end in fire was current at this time in both Jewish and Stoic 
writing. Peter goes beyond the final conflagration to the hope of  “new heavens and a new 
earth” (v. 13). Peter emphasizes how Christians are to live now, even indicating that their 
repentance may hasten the Lord’s coming. Peter exhorts them to increase in the grace and 
knowledge of  Jesus so as not to be useless. 
 
About the Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 
Verse 1 stands as the title of  the new literary form that Mark created. The word gospel, 
(Greek evangelion), in secular usage meant “good news,” often about an important event such as the 
birthday of  the Emperor Augustus. Mark’s good news of  Jesus Christ includes both the message 
that Jesus proclaimed and the person and significance of  Jesus himself. Thus, his “gospel” is not 
only a life of  Jesus but also a proclamation of  the foundational belief  that Jesus is the promised 
Jewish messiah (“Christ”) and “Son of  God.” 
 
A messenger of  preparation was awaited as a herald of  the last days and was expected to embody 
the prophetic spirit of  Elijah. John the Baptist is described in terms reminiscent of  Elijah. John’s 
“baptism of  repentance” (v. 4) was a customary ritual of  purification for Gentile converts to 
Judaism, but John warned the Jews not to rely upon their physical descent from Abraham to 
ensure a relationship with God. They, too, needed conversion. 
 
John’s baptism may also have been a sign of  one’s repentance and purification by God. 
Repentance describes the change of  heart demanded by personal conversion—a turning away 
from sin and a return to loyalty toward God. John promises that the One to come will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit, pouring out upon all people a new communion with God. 
 
Reflection and Response 
Today’s readings strike a balance between two dynamics. They remind us that we are both in the 
present and part of  a larger story, one that stretches before we were born and after we will die. 
Embedded in time, we chafe at its constraints. The summer is too short, the winter too long, and 
the weekends never ample enough. 
 
Yet if  the valleys are to be filled and the highways made straight, it must occur through human 
efforts in time. We must make a conscious decision to baptize the present moment and to live 
each day as if  it contained a thousand years. 
 
Our unlikely model is John the Baptist: He is more than a nut clothed in camel’s hair. What was it 
about John that drew people to the wilderness to sacrifice their urban comforts and respond to his 
challenge? He has no illusions about himself. He points beyond his own ministry with a humility 
that the Judeans must have found refreshing. Furthermore, he moves them to repentance and 
offers them hope. Oddly enough, they trade their security for uncertainties. 

Commentary and Reflections 

Page 14 VOLUME 1,  ISSUE  33  



 
Would we respond as generously to heralds of  good tidings? Much as we may desire a change of  
heart and an end to illusion, we are also reluctant to surrender our secure niche. Conversion would 
tear us out of  our own egos, a wrenching that would definitely cause discomfort. And so we 
continue in a rut that may have ceased to be life-giving but is at least familiar. 
 
The ultimate irony is that we await a God who has already come. We live in the already and the not 
yet, at the point where the timeless intersects time. We rejoice in what we are, while conscious of  
what we are not. We are at home with paradox. 

Our Readings for the Day Continued 
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Quietly consider: 

Am I reluctant to see change, even change brought by 

God? 

As a faithful person of God can I be an agent of 

change? 

If so why? If not why not? 

Giving Tuesday 2020 and Anna’s Place NOLA 
 
Thank you so much to everyone that donated this year for Giving Tuesday, Anna's Place NOLA 
was able to raise $7,305 towards our 2021 programs. To all those that continue to support our 
programs monetarily, through prayer, and through volunteerism we thank you. As the year comes 
to a close please keep those that are less fortunate in your thoughts this holiday season.  
 



 



During the Prayers of  the People intercessions are invited.  Please send all prayer requests 
to: admin@stannanola.org 

 

Homelessness and the PANDIMIC 

Sleeping bags and Blankets 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

While the predictions are for a mild winter, as the past weeks have shown us, it can get very cool 
at night. Brother Don continues to do his homeless out reach and wanders among the disbursed 
homeless friends and neighbors that we have. His report is simple, they are asking for NEW or 
very gently used blankets and/or sleeping bags. Brother Don recently said, “In my recent visit to 
our Homeless Friends on a chilly and damp Sunday morning there were several folks asking for 
blankets. As we are approaching more cold nights I know our friends would be very appreciative 
of  the warm sleeping bags and blankets.” Donations of  sleeping bags and blankets may be 
dropped off  at the church.  

 

“Whatever you did to 
the least of  these 
you did  

to me.”  

Gospel of  Matthew 

 

Timothy P. Schmalz is a world-renowned sculptor of Christian themed works 
from Saint Jacobs, Ontario, Canada, and has a true vocation for creating sacred Art  

Brother Don reports that St. Anna’s has distrusted about 150 “blessing bags” to the homeless on 
the streets or at our Front Door. These bags generally contain a power bar, socks, t-shirts, water, 
and hygiene wipes.   



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for Advent 2 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

On the web at 

www.stannanola.org 

M 
ERCIFUL GOD, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance 
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and 
forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of  Jesus Christ our Re-

deemer; who lives and reighns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
AMEN 

Next Week:  The Annual Parish Meeting both in-person 
and on-line via Zoom. Starts during and immediately 

following Mass. Find your Zoom invite on our website or 
via email. 

 


