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The Year Past and Year Ahead

What a year 2020 has been! My keenest memories include the killing or
assault of several Black citizens but certainly that of George Floyd. Of
course COVID is high on the list. The fact that everything that we know
and our sense of community has been altered, perhaps forever, is startling.
We have endured several hurricanes. Yet, we laughed about being in “The
Cone.” We have all watched as stories unfolded about loved ones
succumbing to the virus. We have watched and participated in a major
political drama. What a year. As I write I realize that I cannot begin to list
or even do justice to a litany of dramas that have played out.

At St. Anna’s we have had to learn to adapt. We have invested in Audio
Visual communications as a way of reaching out. We dabbled with Zoom
Coftee Hours. We have started to mail this newsletter to some folks who we
believe are unable to navigate difficult internet access points. We have
figured out a way to have at least some music during our worship services.

We offered a helping hand to musicians with our “Tip Jar” ministry. We
tried but donations seemed to be short of the mark. But, at least we tried.

We held our first virtual Dodwell House Gala which was a success thanks
to a few very dedicated volunteers and technicians. Well done one and all.

Our food pantry programs have done amazing things with great partners.
We have served hundreds of “hot plate” meals working with local
restaurants. We have tripled our Food Pantry client base and brought tons,
literally tons, of food items. We have gathered blankets and sleeping bags,
socks and MREs for the homeless.

In a disconnected world we continue to work with our Anna’s Place NOLA
families using both virtual and in-person mentoring, tutoring, and teaching.
We have at least four of our older students college bound and we are doing
some serious hand holding on that score. In fact later in this particular
column you will learn how you can help these college bound students.
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I am very proud to say that as social justice issues took the forefront of our
nation and community several of our members marched, despite the
pandemic, for justice and reform. What a time that was to see the nation
marching.

On a more personal level several of us have struggled during this time. It is
an emotionally draining period and that will likely continue for a while. Our
national political drama continues. Our pandemic restrictions continue and
maybe even increase over the coming days. Such drama and such health
requirements can and have led to a sense of isolation that only human
community focused contact can finally resolve. Yet, we will always try to
stay safe so that all of us can enjoy life “after.”

I want to commend and applaud some of you who do not attend in-person
worship. Some of you are contented to enjoy our worship virtually. You are
taking responsibility for yourselves and for those whom you love that
surround you. If you or a loved one is at risk then you are doing the right and
Christian thing to love each other enough to stay at home. Sometimes it is
hard to remain in a safe thinking mode about all of this.

Several weeks ago I sent out a message reminding our Vestry that we have a
retreat planned for the Conference Center in Robert. Yes, it is safe but like
anything it is imperfect. A member expressed her apprehension and we
talked. The result is that the retreat at the Conference Center is cancelled. We
will meet in person for a few hours in the church spread way apart from one
another. There will only be about ten maybe fifteen people in the church at
one time. Much safer and I am so thankful that someone spoke up. Like I
said, it is easy to slip into what was normal.

With all of these stressors, and yes, successes what might we look forward to
in 2021?

First, a sense of relief that it simply is not 2020 anymore. In that sense of
relief is also a sense of optimism for me and for most of us. There is a sense
of real hope. A vaccine is being distributed, some financial relief was just
approved, and our church remains stable. None of this is perfect nor any of
the hope coming soon enough. I am sure that there will be disappointment
but equally I am hopeful that our community and the nation will be in a far
better place come the summer of 2021.

We can hope that we can hug and shake hands in 2021.

We can hope that we can gather for coffee in 2021.
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We can hope that our choir can join in festive song in 2021.
We can hope that our nation begins to heal from this virus in 2021.

We can hope that our donors and benefactors will see the work that we do in
2021 and will continue to support us and even increase their support.

We can hope that at some point our bread and wine, the body and blood, can
be received as we have for decades at the altar rail once again together.

We can hope that our students return to on campus learning, gathering, and
developing strong life sustaining skills at some point in 2021.

We can hope that teachers and doctors and firefighters that we have prayed
for so often in 2021 will become safe and free from high risk positions.

We can hope that our national conversation about the poor, immigrants,
diversity, and racial justice will become a font of justice and that our
environmental issues will begin to be addressed. In that , we will express that
we “love our neighbors as ourselves” as a nation. We can hope.

But for all of this hope we must join the enterprise of making these things
happen. We must be diligent while the pandemic is still on the lose. We must
engage in social dialogue and hopefully learn to listen more carefully. We
must not relent we must engage. We must live in the present moment, by
faith, with thanksgiving. Welcome to 2021!

May the peace of God which passes all understand be with you now and
forever more...

The Very Rev: BUL Terry+

Announcing the First St. Anna’s College Scholarship Fund
This fund is established to assist students of Anna’s Place NOLA
This fund will be held cooperatively with the students who are:

Roderick, Derri, Gabby, and Emman
Our financial goal is to provide each student with a minimum $1,500 stipend upon matriculation

The future goal is to provide this for each year of their college experience

For more information contact: fr.bill@stannanola.org or call Fr. Bill
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Simply Minka

Following is a collection of posts on Facebook about the
Rev. Dr. Minka Shura Sprague. In their diversity they will
reflect only a small part of who she is:

8 “Minka officiated our wedding, but more importantly provided
the spiritual counsel that led to us being together in the first
place. At a moment in my life of total reassessment, she made
me proud to be an Episcopalian, and upon reflection is probably
the reason it never occurred to me to leave our denomination,
though I have struggled to find as comfortable a parish home in
the south as the one where I was raised in Massachusetts. 1
always loved pouring her another bourbon on the porch, and as I
say she married us, but in truth my favorite memory of her is
when we we ran into each other at a Jewish temple on a random Shabbat. She
gets it too, I guess I thought, or maybe I thought she was, as they say, “a fellow
traveler.” Yet I hesitate to think of her as a friend when she loomed so large in
my mind and life, or as any sort of equal to me when she is so unequaled in our
world. She was someone who was willing to take personal risks for what she
believed about God and the Episcopal Church, and this world is diminished
without her. “ Elizabeth Watson

“We lost this beautiful lady and priest yesterday... she played such a huge role in
my life with my introduction to the Episcopal Church and allowing me to see
what a wonderful place it is. She touched my world in many ways , and I will
always be grateful . From her incredible outlook on life down to her red cowboy
boots , I will miss Minka . “ Craig Stephens

“Mother Minka knew my heart and I would like to think I knew hers. I
considered her to not only be my confessor but also my friend. Anytime I
would see her, she would kiss my cheek and hold my hand and listen with the
utmost attention as I navigated my early years as a gay Anglo-Catholic living in
New Otleans with lots of questions about life. An unlikely pair; me, a tall nelly
queen and her, the tiniest woman, ALWAYS in her priest collar. We always
promised to go on more coffee dates and the last time I saw her, she had busted
me having a lunch date with some random guy while she was walking down
Magazine Street. With a cigarette in her hand and that little smirk she was
famous for, she gave him a once over and winked at me. She loved the queer
community, loved women in ministry and loved New Otleans. I am going to
miss her fiercely.
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I was at work the other night and one of the MI nurses found me and said that one of my friends
was in the MICU and that she asked about me. I told her to tell her hey and that I loved her but 1
forgot to go down and see her or even to shoot her a text. I really, really, really hope that that
nurse relayed my message but that was just like her, to always be thinking of others. This news has
hit me like a brick. I am glad she was surrounded by her family that she loved so much when she
crossed into eternity. “ Zak Gillespie

“I'm at a loss for words. My first memory of Minka Sprague was on my first interview at the
Diocese office. I was eatly, so I was waiting for Chris Speed . Minka had just left Agatha's office.
Canon Shannon had come downstairs to say hello. Canon Manning and Minka embraced as only
old friends can. I felt their warmth and love. I knew I needed to work there. I once told her about
that moment. She laughed and had tears in her eyes. She didn't know how much that meant to me.
I told her often how much I loved her.

When I became Bishop's Assistant, Minka came over and blessed me. She always did the sign of
the cross on my forehead and kissed me. When I told her about my divorce, she held me and
blessed me...when I told her about being in love and how life changes, she embraced me and
blessed me. When Daddy got sick, she prayed with me, and she blessed me. When Daddy passed
she made a point to come visit. Because of COVID precautions we didn't embrace. She blew me
kisses and made the sign of the cross in the air. I remember thinking when this is all over I will
squeeze her so tight. I may not be able to get that hug, but I will always remember every embrace
and blessing she so easily bestowed upon me. My heart aches for those that knew her.”
Cassandra Savell

“Every once in a while the universe moves and in floats a friendship. The unforgettable kind. The
unexpected kind. The kind that you hope will last forever. My Minka has been more than just my
triend. She’s been my secret keeper, my truth teller, my priest, my run to person, always there
carrying me through. I will miss her more than I can put into words which is fine cause she always
said I used too many words anyway, “less Tammie, you don’t have to explain yourself”. The world

isn’t the same today....“ Tammie Stephens

“She also helped me through a difficult time. Cried
with me and held me and helped me through that
time. I never got the second time to thank her and
tell her how much she meant to me. The only
comfort we have now is that now she knows.

Vicki Terry

“Wonder woman in our church community “
Roberta Wilson



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009831097391&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUhd26_aGOiEilE8tkeLvVUMYz4a7bNApVAuTCnal_VJr_aEOISPlWWWkA0BJik6QkrpMabGJEFwTMAbQkVKQeq6OA-_r4mgjHdoYlMdoEVW8Qb8OcQxUv2tazxJCa8hEA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Questions of “Why” are always more than welcomed.

Good afternoon Fr Bill,

We call you Father, but what do we call Allison when she becomes a Priest? Also Allison is the
Rev Deacon, is that because she will soon be a priest? Very Curious.

Danette
Reply

Hi Danette:

Good questions! In the Episcopal Church traditional usage is to add an article before the adjective
therefore making this a title “The Rev.” or “The Very Rev.” etc. We are never simply Reverend Bill
Terry; we can be called Father Terry or in Allison's case, "Mother Allison." Episcopalians are a
little snaky about our titles. Also, there is an awkwardness which has been discussed for 20 years
about the title “Mother.” Some like it and others don’t because of the confusion with the Roman
usage as Mother for Nuns. If you are meeting a female Episcopal Priest for the first time maybe
use “Pastor.” We are all Pastor’s but again this is also the common use for Lutheran’s so as of now
there is no definitive way to work this one out. Not really.

So, the first traditional step in being ordained priest is to be ordained Deacon. There are a lot of
reasons for this, mostly spiritual, but it is the system for better or worse. In our Diocese we call
these folks "transitional Deacons" (those who will be ordained priest).

Next, this summer Allison will be ordained priest. She already has a job with the Diocese and will
be a "Priest in Charge" (sort of like a Rector) of St. Mark's in Harvey, LA. She will also work at the
Diocese as Director of Congregational Development (I think). If the Bishop wants he may
designate her as Canon. Canon's are honorary titles signifying that they closely work with the
Bishop (In the Catholic Church the closest title is Monsignor). So, if she becomes Canon she can
then be called Canon Allison or formally written The Rev. Canon Allison Reid. Confused yet?

Just to go down the rabbit hole a bit. I am appointed a Dean. I am Dean of the "Downtown
Deanery" which is a cluster of churches located on the West Bank and below Canal Street. My
role is to provide pastoral oversight and help keep us connected. As a Dean the honorary title is
given to me formally as The Very Rev. Bill Terry. It sounds nice doesn't it? Again, the closest thing
that the Roman Church has is Monsignor. Along with that both the Canon and Deans may wear
red piping on their cassocks which I did. I am likely the only showy one of all the Deans in
Louisiana to have done this. Canon Manning who works with the Bishop also sports red piping
on her cassock.

More than you or anyone else wants to know. TRADITION!
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| ]
A Church History— nicet The Rev. Dr. Hunter who | HIGH CHURCE BITOAL ~°
was Rector of St. Anna’s Church in the late 1800%. This article | AT ST. ANNA'S CHURCH. |
| &

appeared in the newspapers in around 1893. It was the real start of
our little church becoming “Anglo-Catholic.” Generally, southern

Dr, Huster Introduces a Now Ohsptar } &
in Episcopal History, 1

Episcopal Churches used what is called “Low Church” which ' = :
centered its worship life on the Book of Common Prayer “Daily P Cbol::‘:::,: At
Office.” From the founding of our church in 1780 there was a T |#
general repudiation of all things resembling European Royalty and | # 7 St fomss W s
“Romish” ways. This included some degree of skepticism about our —— -

The Elogrent Rector Explains IHis | f
Pouition in a Sermon on the

early Bishops. That is how much power and control those Bishops |
Catholie Church,

would have. The early framers of our church were , after all,
revolutionaties.

By the early to mid 19th century a movement, largely in England, was f{|
started called the “Tractarian” movement. It was led by three notable §
figures Pusey, Kebel, and John Henry Newman. It called for a
rediscovery of the golden age of Western Christian Church and how
she operated. It also claimed that Anglicanism was one of the three
traditional branches of Christianity. Later, this conversation turned to
“Ritualism.” High Church or “Ritualists” had always existed in the =
American Church but they were in the minority. Notable American i |
High Churchmen included: John Henry Hobart (1775-1830) and |
Sister Harriet Starr Cannon who founded the Sisters of St. Mary in 1865.

The Rev. Dr. Hunter was very much a part of the “Ritualist” movement adopting many of the
sacred and historic vestments, appointments, and rituals of “the ancient” church. This included
placing the Eucharist as the central act of worship each Sunday (which was radical in the
southern church at that time). He also installed “Confessionals” and encouraged regular
Confession. He was so noted that several stories appeared in New Orleans’ newspapers during
his time in the Diocese of Louisiana. He was active in both his parish church, St. Anna’s, as
well as in the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana which as then the whole state of Louisiana. He
was said to have been handsome and quite charismatic in his ability to preach. So, our history

of High Church or Anglo Catholic piety really took root in the late 1800.

During the Prayers of the People intercessions are invited. Please send all prayer requests
to: admin@stannanola.org

Altar Servers Needed
Training Provided
Contact Fr. Bill Terry+
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A Letter from Mary to “Momma’ on Christmas

Day 27 - Christmas
Dear Mama,

I have such wonderful and surprising news! Please don't
be disappointed, but the little boy was ready to be born
into the world and he's here! He is perfect and healthy,
and causing quite a stir. Our hostess, Rachel, has been
tussing over us like you would Mama, and her husband,
is acting like a proud grandpal

Here's what happened. Yesterday, when I woke there
was a great rush of water. I was terrified as the wise
women had warned me that might happen at the
beginning of labor. Joseph has been by my side the
whole time, except when he went to get the wise
women and when they shooed him away to do their
work. The pains began early afternoon and grew
steadily through the evening. I tried not to cry out but I

couldn't help it. The good news is that in a stable there '

is plenty of other noise. The cows would respond
loudly when I cried out! Just when I thought I couldn't
stand it anymore, late in the night, they told me to push.

Photo: Palestinian Woman with Child 1930’s

It was so quick after that I hardly

remember. There he was, beautiful and perfect, crying out and reaching for me! They cleaned him,

wrapped him up and handed this wonderful child to me.

I feel so excited and terrified all at once.

Oh, Mama, I am so blessed and so relieved but so sad you are not here with me. The gift that this
child is and will be is hard to imagine. Shortly after he was born, a little shepherd boy came to the
stable's entrance. He said that angels had visited and told him to come here! Can you believe it? I
invited him in and in poured six more shepherds, sheep in tow, who wanted to see the child!
Joseph and I were overwhelmed by the story they told. The angels told them this baby was the
Messiah, a gift of love and peace to the whole world. Rachel heard the commotion and tried to

shoo them away, but when she heard the story she cried

with joy.

We haven't slept much, but have been well tended to and fed. I can barely sleep because I want to
hold him close every minute. Oh, Mama, I cannot wait for you and Papa to see him!

All my love,
Mary
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Homeless Ministries are Overflowing with Grace REDUX

MRE's (Meals Ready to Fat) 1,500 and counting!

As mentioned in past AnnaGrams St. Anna's was blessed to be contacted by the Department of
Homeland Security who was giving out MREs to organizations that could and would distribute
this surplus food supply.

I am totally amazed that we are receiving yet again another shipment of supplies. As of this
writing St. Anna's family and ministers will have given away or have in supply to be given away a
total of 1,500 meals over about a three week period. Amazing! The hungry need not be hungry
when we can do this type of work and collaboration. It takes an Agape* community.

Part of this Agape community are volunteers, most of whom are in recovery, that have helped Br.
Don and others to unload and store these pallets of MREs. As we have always said, St. Anna’s is
more than a congregation of good Episcopalians worshiping on Sunday. We are volunteers in
Recovery, we are LGBTQ+ folk who care, we are Black Americans who volunteer and steer the
arc of history toward justice. We are what we are and it is a very good thing,

*" Agape love is unconcerned
with the self and concerned
with the greatest good of
another. Agape isn’t born just
out of emotions, feelings,
familiarity, or attraction, but
from the will and as a choice."
christianity.com Alyssa Roat,
Contributing Writer
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Making MORE Progress

Our Goal remains the same in this on-going Goal

Pledge Drive. While in past years we have

had as many as 60-70 pledge units this year B _n -

we are hoping for 50. . __

Pledging is a Spiritual practice. - —

— - 33
— - Raised

How is that true? Because it takes focus,
effort, prayer, and consideration. The
considerations are manifold:

Consider: What would our community look
like without St. Anna’s.

i i

Consider: What is my faith and worship
worth? How does it fit in with my life style?

Consider: That we have the privilege of a

full time priest, an excellent organist, talented

singers, a great Parish Administrator soon to be Deacon, we use our assets
sparingly with volunteers helping to clean. We have invested in our ability to
broadcast our worship services with above average technologies.

Consider: That our church campus is home to community tradition bearers
like Amon Ra and The Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence. That pre-COVID we
offered space to NoAge and Homeless Community Groups. We are presently
home to Anna’s Place NOLA out of school programming. Our facilities are
well used.

Consider: Do I want to KNOW that there is a quiet place for me to sit and
pray and to be with God or perhaps to find God? Do I want this same place
to be open to all people just as they are?

Consider making a pledge, a promise, to help all of us as a community to
mutually support one another as we find Christ Jesus and hear his Holy
Words in scripture and sacrament.

Consider St. Anna’s as that special place and make a promise of
support.
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InServicetothe Church
Team 1 Hospitality Ministers
Karen Judge—Host (leader)
Stewart Chaplain—Greeter

V P Franklin - Usher
Nicole Gottschalk—Usher

Audio Visual - Jack Craft

Altar Servers:
Charlie Gottschalk - Acolyte
Ed Azemas as Thurifer

“May the
year to come
be a year of

healing,

justice, and

liberation.”
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[eiReseines forAdvent 4} T
On the second Sunday in Christmas our lectionary provides for three alternate Gospel
lessons:
Matthew 2:13-115, 19-23 The Holy Family flees to Egypt and later returns to Judea.
“Out of Egypt I called my son.”
Matthew 2:1-12 The “Magi” come to Bethlehem: via Jerusalem after meeting Herod the
Great. Best know as “we three Kings of Orient are...”
Linke 2:41-52 Jesus as a boy is found teaching in the Temple.
Old Testament Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel."
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
Hymn Selections for Worship
Voluntary Birthday of a King W. H. Neidlinger
Opening Hymn  Once in Roay! Davids City Hymnal 102
Choir Anthem Psalm 84:1-8 Sung
Gospel Hymn The First Noel Hymnal 109
Offertory In the Bleak Mid Winter Arr K. Leach
Communion All Glory Be to God on High Hymnal 421
Away in a Manger LEVAS 27
Closing Hymn Angles From the Realms of Glory Hymnal 90
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for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."
For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the Lord.

The Psalm Psalm 84 or 84:1-8 Quam dilecta!
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord,;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.
8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.
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The New Testament Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason
I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come
to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what
is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe.

Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother
by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son."

When Herod died, an angel of the
Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up,
take the child and his mother, and go
to the land of Israel, for those who
were seeking the child's life are dead."
Then Joseph got up, took the child
and his mother, and went to the land
of Israel. But when he heard that
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in
place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. And after being
warned in a dream, he went away to
the district of Galilee. There he made
his home in a town called Nazareth,
so that what had been spoken through
the prophets might be fulfilled, "He
will be called a Nazorean."
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Today’s readings assure us of God’s providential care. In Jeremiah, the Lord looks forward
to a day of reunion and restoration, of celebration and gladness. Paul proclaims that, from
the creation of the world, God has worked to bring us into the fullness of Christ. In today’s
gospel from Matthew, God leads the Holy Family out of danger and eventnally back homse
again. God also leads the magi to the newborn child (alternate). Lufke describes the revela-
tion of Jesus’ identity to Simeon and Anna (alternate).

About the First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14

Today’s reading comes from a section (chaps. 30-33) consisting of Jeremiah’s
oracles of hope for an eventual renewal and restoration for Israel. This pas-
sage uses legal terms for the ransom or redemption of someone who has sold
himself or herself into slavery. The right of redemption lay with the kinsman,
a right that Jeremiah exercised with respect to his family’s field (chap. 32) and
that he saw the Lord exercising with respect to Israel, the child of God.

About the Psalm: Psalm 84 or 84:1-8

This psalm combines elements of hymn (vv. 1, 10-11), lamentation and inter-
cession (vv. 8-9). Likely composed on the occasion of a pilgrimage to the tem-
ple, the psalm express the strength of the psalmist’s longing for the temple
He will be and the trials and rewards of the journey

called a About the Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a
New Testament letters often answer questions or address problems in a com-
munity. Ephesians seems to have been written to teach Christians more about
Nazorean

God’s great plans for the Church and the world. This teaching (chaps. 1-3) is
followed by three chapters of counsel about how to conduct life until “the
tullness of time” (v. 10) when all creation will be gathered up in Christ.

After the initial greeting, the greeting is displaced by a blessing in the form of
a hymn. The hymn centers on the revelation of God in Christ, through whom
believers are chosen and destined for adoption and for participation in Christ’s
mission of redemption. In his thanksgiving, the author shows by example the
importance of making requests of God in prayer, not to coerce God, but to
allow believers to cooperate in the working out of God’s will.

About the Alternate Gospel: Luke 2:41-52

Only Luke tells of the journey of Jesus to Jerusalem at age 12—the time a boy
became a man and fully a member of the Jewish community. Since in Jesus’
time there was no idea of personality development from childhood to adult,
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_
Luke presents the child as already demonstrating the characteristic teaching wisdom that will be
observed later in the adult Jesus. Thus Luke offers a preview of Jesus later life and ministry that

will be dedicated to the proclamation of God’s kingdom. But for now he returns to an obscure life
in Nazareth with his family.

Reflection and Response
The story of the flight into Egypt has a particular poignancy in an era when we frequently see the

exodus of vast numbers of refugees. The camera footage from various parts of the world shows a
familiar scene: families clinging to a few belongings as they flee their homes, bewildered children
staring through the barbed wire of resettlement camps.

Jesus was one of these. Between him and the murderous force of a paranoid king stood only two
vulnerable, fallible human beings. He gave himself into their hands. We rarely consider the “what
ifs?” of scripture, but this scenario invites one to wonder: What if Joseph had delayed? What if
Mary had lost courage, resisted the inconvenient journey and clung to her familiar home? What if
some petty military bureaucrat had stopped them at the border? We who fret over our families and
the future of our children can enter sympathetically into the anxiety that must have given Mary
and Joseph some sleepless nights.

When life sweeps us along, and we fumble our way, filled with uncertainty, it is Jeremiah’s confi-
dence that reassures. Those who once left their homeland (like Mary, Joseph and Jesus) return in
joy. No longer scattered abroad, they enter a watered garden, the protective circle of God’s provi-
dence. Presumably, the holy family enjoyed a time of relative security too, during which the child

matured in a peaceful environment.

Those whose true home is in God need not fear exile. God provides their rest, their safety and

grace.

Quietly consider:
In what ways, today, do I experience exile?
In what ways, today, does God provide rest, safety and
grace?



WE REALLY NEED A FEW VOLUNTEERS!

JOB DESCRIPTION: The Altar Guild is responsible for all of the Vestments, Chalices, and other
holy implements used in worship. An Altar Guild volunteer will, on rotation, be responsible for setting up all
of what is needed to say mass including cleaning and preparing the holy hardware, filling candles, dusting and
wiping down statues, altar, and Reredos. Ideally you will also insure that the pews are ready for worship. It is
contemplative, behind the scenes, deeply spiritual service to the church. It can be done individually after
hours, perfect for social distancing.

Email Fr. Bill at fr.bill@stannanola.org

The City of New Orleans COVID-19 Meal Assistance Program has been extended
by FEMA through January 30th, 2021!

January 2021 is going to be a tough month for many in New Orleans. With many families strug-
gling with food insecurity, and with COVID-19 cases rising in New Otleans, please remember that
this program can be used to deliver free meals for residents, especially those who are safer at
home, quarantining, or getting over COVID-19. Thank you to those of you who wrote letters of
support for this much needed program - it helped us get the January extension.

If you know of anyone who is in need of meals this January, they can still register for the pro-
gram. If they are eligible, they will receive either home deliveries or the option to pick up of 2
free meals a day from local restaurants, to cover meals for 7 days a week up through January 30th,
2021. To register, Orleans residents can call 3-1-1 or register online: http://nola311.org/
MealAssist. For more information on eligibility, click here.

Just for fun!
2020



http://nola311.org/MealAssist
http://nola311.org/MealAssist
https://ready.nola.gov/incident/coronavirus/meal-assistance-program/
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The Feast of the Epiphany

Will be celebrated at Saint Anna’s Church
In-person and Live Stream

Wednesday January 6th at 6:30 p.m.

In lieu of the cancelled parades and festivities common to this
season which starts Mardi Gras consider joining us for the
reason for this festive day.

In Western Christianity, the feast commemorates principally (but not
solely) the visit of the Magi to the Christ Child, and thus Jesus' physical
manifestation to the Gentiles. It is sometimes called Three Kings'
Day, and in some traditions celebrated as Little Christmas. Moreover,
the feast of the Epiphany, in some denominations, also initiates the
liturgical season of *Epiphanytide.

In many Western Christian Churches, the eve of the feast is celebrated
as Twelfth Night (Epiphany Eve). The Monday after Epiphany is
< known as Plough Monday.

*The Epiphany season, also known as Epiphanytide or the time 7/
of Sundays After Epiphany, is a liturgical period, celebrated by some

Christian churches, which immediately follows the Christmas season. It

begins on the day of Epiphany, and ends at various points as defined by

‘those churches. S
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_Magi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_Child
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gentile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_denominations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphanytide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelfth_Night_(holiday)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plough_Monday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmastide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(Christian)
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Our Reverse Advent Calendar At Work!

Loving Provider, Isaiah 58:10 tells us that if we give ourselves on behalf of the hungry, then our
light will shine in the dark. Thank You for those who are shining lights, and please call forth
others to make a difference. Be a fortress against danger for St. Anna’s Food Pantry and Anna’s
Place NOLA staff who work in Your name to feed the hungry. Continue to use benefactors,
donors and volunteers to bring not only much-needed food but to also show Your love so people
can be fed spiritually and physically.

“...and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisty the
needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your
night will become like the noonday.”

—Isaiah 58:10 (NIV)



Saint Anna’s

1313 Esplanade Ave.

New Orleans, LA. 70116

Office: 504-947-2121

Email: admin@stannanola.org

Our Mission

Y

t. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare
the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and

hospitality. "

The Collect for 2 Christmas

God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the

dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him

who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.




