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A new season of hope

From The Rev. Deacon Buck Close

Dear Fellow St. Anna's Parishioner:

For the last half of my life — 35 years — the fall of the year
has meant that it was time to think about my duties as one
steward of a worshiping community — a parish family.
Specifically, it meant that I needed to ponder and pray
about my priorities. What part of my time, talent, and
treasure would I allocate to my parish home in the coming
year? Because my parish family has always been of paramount importance to
me and to the nurturing of my faith, I have tended to take this rather seriously
and I trust that that is true for you as well.

In my thoughts this year, St. Anna’s looms very large. We are ending a year full
of strange and disturbing new challenges to our common life. We are
physically distanced. We are lonely at times. We are afraid at other times. We
don’t know what the future holds for us individually or as a family. I refer here
to our parish family - St. Anna’s.

But I wouldn’t be writing this letter if I didn’t think we each need to be extra
thoughtful about our stewardship of time, talent, and treasure right now, this
year. Please don’t say to yourself, as a result of all the uncertainties, that it’s
time to back off on your commitment until after you know where we are
going to be a year from now. We are a small church. We need you and
everyone who loves this parish (with all its quirks) to stand up and give of
yourself in the next 15 months.

We need your presence among us. Come to Mass. It can be done with safety.
We need your time and your talents. Think about volunteering to serve in
some capacity. As I have recounted to some of you, I was dragged kicking and
screaming into a coffee hour one Sunday in the mid 80’ after having been a
“hit and run” worshiper for a decade or more and ended up as Jr. Warden six
weeks later. It didn’t kill me. I had been reluctant until that day to give my time
or talent to my parish. Doing so in the ensuing 35 years has been a great

pleasure. Not a chore.
(continued on next page)
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“Tithing
reminds us
of the true
source of

all that we
have.”

(Deacon Buck Close)

As far as the third element of stewardship goes — treasure, it is usually
showcased as the paramount element of stewardship. But the elements I have
mentioned already — time and talent — are sometimes more difficult to give than
money. So I am betting that if you make a thoughtful decision about what part
of your time and treasure to give to your parish, your decision about your

pledge will be easy.

As you think of your stewardship commitment for 2021, remember the special
nature of our common worship pre Covid. That will happen again. Remember
when we gathered together each Sunday for coffee before and after Mass.
Remember the people, your neighbors in faith, who you visited with each
Sunday. Don’t make the mistake of evaluating the future based solely on 2020’
events. We need each other in order to proceed faithfully into next year.

Episcopalians and the Tithe by Timothy Dombek (Part IT)

Tithing Heals Like Nothing Else Can

Nothing heals one’s relationship with the world and money like gener-

ous giving to God. Nothing rewards in life like tithing to your church. Nothing
compares to making an estimate (pledge) and giving the money as promised. We
human beings love to make and keep our promises, especially big promises.
Sometimes we even deceive ourselves to keep our promises. Think of the “diet
bargaining” we use to rationalize an indulgence. “One bite won’t hurt/kill me/
spoil my appetite/add too many calories.” Whatever you say.

Jesus never mentions tithing, except how religious leaders abuse it to avoid spiri-
tual wholeness. Jesus and his disciples knew that the holy men and women in
the Hebrew scriptures tithed. It’s what faithful people did. So Jesus’

not mentioning the tithe, per se, does not excuse us from practicing it. Tithing is
good for the soul. Here’s how.

Tithing reminds us of the true source of all that we have. Recall what Jesus said
to his disciples, “Do not ask anxiously, ‘What are we to eat? What are we to
drink What shall we wear?” These are the things that occupy the minds of the
heathen, and your heavenly Father knows you need them all. Set your mind on
God’s kingdom and his justice before everything else, and all the rest will come
to you as well.” (Matt. 6:31-33, REB)
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Think of it. God gives us everything we need. Our lives, our bodies, our families, our innate tal-
ents, skills, abilities, and our work. God gave us that. I know homeless people who live with great
courage, because they know God will provide. Do I have faith like that? Not sure. I hope so.

When we practice generous giving, growing into giving a tithe, it does our souls and bodies good.
How? In returning a tiny portion of all God gives us for our use and pleasure, we acknowledge
God’s provision. It lifts our souls. We find release from money worries. And it’s plain fun!

“Let’s Spend Someone Else’s Money!”

Put it this way. We already are spending someone else’s resources, someone else’s capital: God’s
resources, God’s capital. It’s fun to spend someone else’s money! God simply asks, “Use the first
ten percent to further the work of the Kingdom. You can make an offering above that, too, if
you’d like. The rest, live on as you choose. But choose wisely. Don’t worship it, or serve it, over
me.” Remember: Money can become a god in people’s lives.

In fact, people discover that tithing in a sense “forces” them to use their money more wisely. Gen-
erous givers make better decisions with finances and spending, saving, acquiring debt—all of it. So,
when you tithe you tend to become a better money manager for yourself. Now you have better
finances, and you gave more money to your church to achieve its mission. Well done! Thank you
for furthering the work of God’s kingdom through your generosity.

Now just imagine. Imagine if more people practiced the tithe. Imagine our churches having all the
money they needed. And imagine they had to deal with the issue of having thousands of dollars
extra to give away. Imagine the lives they could transform in their local community. Imagine the
hungry people they could feed. Imagine providing shelter and clothing for those who cannot pro-
vide for themselves or their family. Imagine giving help and hope to the needy and home-

less. What a reputation THAT church would have—“The church that gave away all its extra
money!”

Guess what? If more Episcopalians practiced tithing, that’s a headline that could come true. Now
wouldn’t THAT be news?

The Rev. Canon Timothy Dombek is Canon for Stewardship and Planned Giving for the Episcopal Diocese of
Arizona, and is the creator and presenter of the acclaimed Stewardship University™ program. This article was

originally published July 25, 2015, at stewardshipuniversity.wordpress.con.




‘Why is Saint Anna’s important to the
community?

This Sunday, Advent I, Saint Anna’s will host
Tony Rux aka Glory Bea

and
Ken DelPo aka Guardian Buddah Bear

Sharing their reflections on Saint Anna’s as a Community Partner

St. Anna’s Matters
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A Church History— How we started using rosé for ¥4/
Communion wine. \
Nellie Deseamus Lee Fleischmann,1924-2006.

The McWhirter, Nellie's maternal family, were members since before
Nellie was born. Nellie, her sisters/brothers and Chuck Haase
(Diana's Dad) used to catch the streetcar from the 9th Ward to St.
Anna's as adolescents -- my Chuck would wait for the streetcar with
them in it before getting on.

Nellie took Diana to church on Sundays before Diana's mom and dad
started going back to church regularly after Diana's brother was born.

She was a Hospital Corpsman First Class, USN-Retired, And served as a SPAR, US Coast Guard
during WWII. She was a past president of Fleet Reserve Assoc., Branch #92. As a Licensed
Practical Nurse she worked for physicians offices and the Veterans Hospital before her
retirement.

It was 2003 and my first year as a priest and St. Anna’s was my first church. Seminary graduates
are very opinionated and one of mines was that the wine had to be red certainly not white. Body
and BLOOD and all of that. In an early sermon I spoke about my military service aboard ship
with sailors and soldiers.

WELL, immediately following mass Ms. Neillie came steaming down the hall aimed at the Sacristy.
She cornered me there and with shaking fingers set me straight, “Those were NOT soldiers on a
Navy ship! They were Marines! Certainly not “soldiers.” AND, further more that red wine tastes
like crap! She turned and left without another word. “Welcome to the church,” I told myself. So, 1
would not go to white wine but we tried a Rosé which was smoother. To Ms. Neillie’s credit the
following Rosé Sunday there she was steaming down the hall once again. She again cornered me
and simply said, “Good wine” then she swept off. I knew I had arrived as a pastor.

Think about this history: McWhitter to Deseamus to Haase to Meyers. Generation after

. . y . y . . .
generation worshipping at St. Anna’s Church. Who will be the next generation of tradition bearers
within our church?

Advent Missals/Worship Guides
Now Available On-line on our Website
Scroll down the site to “News”

Or find the [ink on our Facebook page.
Advent
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Christmas Cards
Caring Notes
Short Letters

For the past several years Saint Anna’s has embraced

a few traditions around this time of the year.
COVID will prevent some.
But we can still embrace many others.
One example is to write a a letter of affirmation.

Write a letter that says to someone you don’t even know, “We care. You
matter.”

Write out and sign a Christmas Card.
Or, simply jot a short note for a “Homeless “ bag.
Make a family project of it and get the kids involved.
Cards
Notes
Letters
They make a deep difference in the lives of those who receive them.
PLEASE CONSIDER DROPPING OFF YOUR CARDS, NOTES, OR LETTERS
ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 13TH THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
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Anna’s Place NOLA

As 2020 is coming to a close Anna's Place NOLA would like to take some time to thank all the
generous individuals, organizations, funders, partners and kind souls that allowed us to maintain
our vision in the midst of the global pandemic. We are happy to announce that we will be opening
our doors, at a very limited capacity and following strict COVID-19 precautions for the final two
weeks of our Fall 2020 programming. It has been a difficult feat to say the least, trying to maintain
a virtual after school program but, we are beyond blessed and privileged to continue

the connection with our students and families. And....we are happy to say...The Phoenix will be
running its annual Toy Drive this year for Anna’s Place NOLA kids! If you would like information
on how you can support toy delivers, please reach out to us at
annasadmin@stannanola.org.

Save the date Tuesday December 1st, 2020 for Giving Tuesday 2020-For
ways to support Anna’s Place NOLA on this day visit us online at

annasplacenola.org.

Hal Judge, spouse of Karen Judge, long time members are very pleased to of-
ter prayers of thanks and express their appreciation to St. Anna’s praying com-
munity for the complete remission of Hal’s cancer. Hal was treated successfully
over the past year or more. “I am cancer free” said Hal with great enthusiasm.

&

_

TALENT AND TIME IN THE ALTAR GUILD!
WE REALLY NEED A FEW VOILUNTEERS!

JOB DESCRIPTION: The Altar Guild is responsible for all of the Vestments, Chalices, and
other holy implements used in worship. An Altar Guild volunteer will, on rotation, be responsible
for setting up all of what is needed to say mass including
cleaning and preparing the holy hardware, filling candles,
dusting and wiping down statues, altar, and Reredos. Ideally
you will also insure that the pews are ready for worship. It is
behind the scenes (like a set dresser or stage hand). It can
be done individually after hours so that you really don’t

come in contact with others (if you prefer). Email Fr. Bill at

fr.bill@stannanola.org
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In Service to the Church

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers
Kirk Toups—Host (leader)
Rebecca Henley—Greeter
Roberta Wilson - Usher

Gary Van Vonderan—Usher

Audio Visual - Sean McLoughlin/Jack Craft
Altar Servers:

Luigi Mandile
Allison Reid

Shout-out to The Krewe of Petronius!

The Krewe of Petronius
Has gifted St. Anna’s Food Pantry with a bountiful
donation of food from a drive that they
recently held. We are so grateful and so appreciate
these community partnerships.
All Hail Petronius!




Page 9

ADVENT: A NEW SEASON OF HOPE

Thus says the
Lord God: |
myself will
search for my
sheep, and will

seek them out

The First Lesson: Isaiah 64:1-9

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence--
as when fire kindles brushwood

and the fire causes water to boil--

to make your name known to your adversaries,

so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
From ages past no one has heard,

no ear has perceived,

no eye has seen any God besides you,

who works for those who wait for him.

You meet those who gladly do right,

those who remember you in your ways.

But you were angry, and we sinned;

because you hid yourself we transgressed.

We have all become like one who is unclean,

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.

We all fade like a leaf,

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

There is no one who calls on your name,

or attempts to take hold of you;

for you have hidden your face from us,

Voluntary
Opening Hymn
Gospel Hymn
Offertory

Communion

Closing Hymn

Hymn Selections for Worship

Dipinium Myserium Wilber Held
Watchmen tell us of this night Hymnal 649
Prepare ye the way of the Lord LEVAS 11
On Jordan’s stormy banks LEVAS 9
Isazab the Prophet Has Written of Old WLP 723
And Now, O Father, Mindful of the Love Hymnal 337
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot LEVAS 18
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and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
Yet, O Lotd, you are our Father;

we are the clay, and you are our potter;

we are all the work of your hand.

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,

and do not remember iniquity forever.

Now consider, we are all your people.

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 Quir regis Israel
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
4 O Lord God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
17 And so will we never turn away from you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

The Epistle - 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ
has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the
tellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
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The Gospel - Mark 13:24-37

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering,

the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the
ends of heaven.

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves,
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he
is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands
the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else
he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

Today’s readings call us to watchfulness. Isaiah assures us that God works for those who wait in faithfulness,
especially through challenging times. In bis first letter to the Corinthians, Paul affirms bis readers for their spiritual
gifts, which well equip them for the return of the Lord Jesus. In today’s gospel, Jesus directs us to “keep awarke” (.
37).

About the First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9

Today’s reading is included in a psalm of lamentations and intercession (63:7—64:11). When the
exiles returned to their land, they found Israel still desolate and the temple still in ruins (64:10-12).
Their conviction that God desired Israel’s salvation wavered in the face of the immense task of
restoration and their own continuing sense of sinfulness and alienation.

The prophet cries out for God’s glory to be manifested as in the past. Sinfulness now bars the
people from God’s presence, just as ritual uncleanness barred one from corporate worship. The
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“The

final word
to all is:
“Keep

awake!”

prophet recognizes the need for a Redeemer, God alone, who would return
their hearts to “doing right.”

In the space of a few verses, the prophet three times reminds God that “you
are our father” (63:16; 64:8). The prophet recalls the fatherhood of God in
order to stress God’s role as Israel’s begetter, the One that gives life and
identity to Israel. The prophet’s use of the title Father also reminds his
audience of the permanence of their relationship with God. In that
relationship rests all their hope.

About the Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7,16-18

This lament of the nation for deliverance probably comes from the northern
kingdom, whose tribes are enumerated. The “Shepherd of Israel” (the only
occurrence of this phrase in the psalms) is pictured as enthroned over the ark
between the wings of the cherubim. The psalm’s refrain (vv. 3, 7, 19) echoes
the blessing given by Aaron in Numbers 6:24-26.

The image of Israel as the Lord’s vine is frequent in the Old Testament (Isaiah
5:1-7, 27:2-6; Jeremiah 2:21; Ezekiel 15:1-8; Hosea 10:1). It was used as an
image of Jesus, the Messiah in the gospels (Matthew 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-9;
Luke 20:9-19). The “one you made strong” refers either to the king or to
Israel personified.

About the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Paul adapts the customary introduction of ancient letters and combines the
usual greetings, “grace” (Greek) and “peace” (Hebrew). More than good
wishes, these words describe salvation as “grace,” God’s gift, and as “peace,”

the harmony of the kingdom of God.

In the thanksgiving, Paul sets forth the themes of the letter. He gives thanks
for the same spiritual gifts, “speech” and “knowledge,” that were causing so
much division in the Corinthian community. Later in the letter he will deal
with the misunderstanding and misuse of these gifts (chaps. 12 and 14). They
are undoubtedly God-given and confirm “the testimony of Christ,” Paul’s
preaching of the gospel. Here Paul carefully places the Corinthians’ present
individualistic use of the gifts into a context of future revelation and shared
responsibility in the community.

About the Gospel: Mark 13:24-37

Chapter 13 of Mark is known as the “little Apocalypse.” The Greek
word apokalypsis means revelation, disclosure or uncovering, Such writing
usually comes out of tribulation, which is interpreted through signs and
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symbols to disclose the unseen reality of God’s presence and purpose beneath the appearance of
disaster.

Jesus’ terse parable about the deputized servants who await the master’s return urges us to live in
that balance between keen anticipation and faithful obedience. The former without the latter may
lead to idleness and a neglect of service. An unwavering commitment to responsibilities without

an eager hope may result in feelings of drudgery and despair or spiritual and moral lassitude. The
tinal word to all is: “Keep awake!”

Reflection and Response

Anyone who takes today’s readings seriously might emerge from them with fear and trembling;
Where is the seasonal sweetness of infants and hay and carols? What kind of Christmas
preparation is this?

Perhaps it is the best. The Advent scriptures do not comfort or soothe. They awaken; they nudge;
they prod. They call us to alertness. Many of us think we are alert at this time of year, but we are
alert to the wrong things. We watch for sales, for gift suggestions and tricks to save time. We look
in magazines for festive decorations and hunt recipes for holiday entertaining. And all the while,
we miss the point.

The Master is coming, and we are out to lunch. Nothing in Mark’s gospel implies that the Master
is cruel or vindictive; the Master is simply more important than any other concerns. We can
validate that truth from our own experience. If we are meeting a friend’s flight at the airport, we
concentrate on being on time, finding the right gate and planting ourselves squarely where we can
see the arriving passengers. We would not waste time at the cocktail lounge or newsstand if the
arrival were imminent. We hold fast to one purpose: to wait at the gate.

So it would seem natural that the God who gives us everything might wonder if we are more
absorbed in the shopping malls than in God’s coming. Not to condemn the preparations necessary
for a festive season: in the right proportion, they are natural and good. But perhaps we should ask
ourselves if we are spending an equivalent amount of time in prayer and action for justice. If we
are the clay and God is the potter, are we allowing God to shape us into new creations? Or do we
in our busy-ness exclude the very One who would mold us into a better life?

Quietly consider:
For whom do we wait this Advent? How do we wait?

What is the focus of our Christmas preparations?



Saint Anna's Poeberse dnbent Calenbar

¥ Toothpaste and Tecthbrush

Cereal

Canned Tuna

Granola Bars

Canned Vegetables

Canned Pasta Sauce

Infant Formula

Individual Fruit Cups

Canned Soups with Peel Teps

snack Packs

Peanur Butter

Hand wipes

Travel sized Shampoo

Feminine Hygiene Products

Baby Diapers

small Sacks of Xabble Dog Food

New white socks

Bottled Water

Toilet Paper

Canned Meats

New White T-Shirts - Larpe

Canned Beans

Hand writtenn notes of

A Signed Chrnstmas Card

encouragement
Paper Grocery Bags Baby Wipes
FPasta Fice

Dried Beans

Ot. of Fruit Juice

There are 24 days in Advent
This is a "Reverse” Advent Calendar that asks you to give.

Each Day add one item or items to a box in vour home or office

On our Christmas Mass bring yvour Advent Box

We will cffer our giving boxes to God as a Good Will Offering

We will consecrate the boxes

We will rejoice Emmanuel!




Homelessness and the PANDIMIC
Sleeping bags and Blankets

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

While the predictions are for a mild winter, as the past weeks have
shown us, it can get very cool at night. Brother Don continues to
do his homeless out reach and wanders among the disbursed
homeless friends and neighbors that we have. His report is simple,
they are asking for NEW or very gently used blankets and/or
sleeping bags. Brother Don recently said, “In my recent visit to
our Homeless Friends on a chilly and damp Sunday morning there
were several folks asking for blankets. As we are approaching
more cold nights I know our friends would be very appreciative
of thewarm sleeping bags and blankets.” Donations of sleeping
bags and blankets may be dropped off at the church.

“Whatever you did to the least of these you did to me.”
Gospel of Matthew

Pencil drawing by Facu Cabanne

— Wondering if
_J,“'!_’ : St. Anna’s has ever
o b : made any progress?

_-i This is our kitchen

1 in 2004. Note
cabinets, stoves,

floor and counters

all original to the
1950’s church.

During the Prayers of the People intercessions are invited. Please send all prayer requests

to: admin@stannanola.org



Saint Anna’s

1313 Esplanade Ave.

New Orleans, LA. 70116

Office: 504-947-2121

Email: admin@stannanola.org

Our Mission

'St. Anna’s purpose is to lead people into a
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare
the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and
hospitality. "

The Collect for Advent |

Imighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of

light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us
in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. .Amen.

THE FIRST SUNDAY
IN ADVENT:

HOP




