
Dear St. Anna's Family,  
 
This year has reminded us in so many ways of  the strength and closeness of  
our community. Even in the months in which we were physically distant and 
unable to gather in person, the Spirit kept us together, connecting us. Many in 
the media kept referring to our churches as “closed,” but we were never closed 
— we continued following the Gospel call to live in love with our neighbors, 
finding ever new ways to seek and serve Christ in all people.  
 
As we look to the year to come, we are more committed than ever to the 
ministry and love we share with our community and our neighbors. Our 
ministry is funded through the gifts of  its members — your generous 
offerings given in grace and love. This year we are asking for every member to 
take part in our stewardship campaign by making a pledge. Included with 
this letter are materials for making your gift and learning more about 
opportunities to get involved and participate in our congregation.  
 
We will be hearing messages of  faith-filled generosity as we move through the 
weeks of  this year’s stewardship season. The Gospel is rich with examples of  
how our faith kindles our love for each other and our Christian responsibility 
to share our love with the world. I invite you and your household to pray and 
learn, taking these weeks to consider how your generous response to God’s 
call has been shaped by this community and the friends who gather with you. 
Thank you for being a part of  St. Anna's 
and for your faithful, faith-filled gift to our 
annual campaign. 
 
In the spirit of  generosity and love, 
Anna deTiege Harris 
Senior Warden 
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AnnaGram 
From our Senior Warden 



 
Recently, a parishioner in one of  our churches asked me an honest ques-
tion. “Why don’t many Episcopalians tithe?” Good question. He went on: “In 
the church I grew up in, we learned to give 10% of  our allowance to God in the 
offering at church on Sunday. But I don’t see that kind of  teaching going on in 
many Episcopal churches. Why is that? Why don’t Episcopalians tithe?” One 
could tell by the look in his eyes that this person was serious. He wanted an 
honest answer to what seemed so basic, so logical to him. 
Like many congregations, his church was struggling to raise adequate financial 
resources. Yet, if  more people gave generously, like he learned as a child, the 
church would have enough money and then some. What’s up with Episcopali-
ans and the tithe? 
 
I understand where this question is coming from. I grew up in a similar church. 
Whenever I tell my journey to tithing story, I share that I was fortunate to 
have parents who “tithed out loud.” They didn’t necessarily tell me to tithe — 
especially after I was a teen or older. They just talked a lot about the fact 
that they tithed and had tithed for years. 
 
My parents had five sons. I guess they wanted us to know who got top billing 
with the family finances: the church where we belonged. We lived on the bal-
ance after what they gave to God through the ministry of  their church. Every 
month; no questions asked. By the way: We never lacked for anything we ever 
needed. (Continued don page 3) 

Episcopalians and the Tithe by Timothy Dombek (Part I) 

“Well, the 

Episcopal 

Church does 

believe in 

tithing.” 
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Michelle Duhon -  

Project Manager, Dodwell House Restoration 
 

“Great buildings that move the spirit have always been rare. In every 
case they are unique, poetic, products of  the heart.” 

- Architect Arthur Erickson 
 

Quick Update: We have officially engaged Mayer Building Company as our 
General Contractor, and we are working with them and our architects to lower 

the Scope of  Work and the cost of  the renovation. 
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 “Resolved: We Believe in Tithing” (Continued from page 2) 
 
In answer to my friend’s question, I said “Well, the Episcopal Church does believe in tithing. 
Many General Conventions have passed resolutions affirming tithing as the minimum standard of  
giving. By ‘tithing’ we mean ten percent is the level at which we begin to give back to God. But 
few Episcopalians know that, or get taught that.” 
While we Episcopalians may believe in tithing, not many practice it. Not many, indeed. 
 
Most clergy would not know where to begin in teaching the tithe to their people. Nor would they 
know why to do so. Clergy do know that tithing is giving 10% of  one’s total household income to 
God through the church. Few clergy might even say we give to God out of  gratitude for all that 
God has given–and continues to give–to us. Actually, I added that last phrase about gratitude to 
soften the blow. Most clergy would not say that at the same time as ‘tithing is giving ten percent 
of  your total income.’ Few, if  any, clergy learned about stewardship in seminary. A tragic 
oversight, don’t you think? 
 
Some people quibble over giving “ten percent net income or ten percent gross income.” If  that’s a 
serious concern, then whoever is asking doesn’t ‘get’ tithing–not yet, anyway. Others might nitpick 
and say that the ten percent doesn’t all have to go to our church. We can give a part of  our 
money to any charitable cause and have it count as a tithe to God. Again, such “deals” miss the 
real deal about tithing. 
 Money Speaks Louder Than Words 
In our Western, free market, capitalist culture, money speaks with a clear loud voice. We, the 
people of  this culture, use our money to say what matters to us, what is important to us. With 
money, we build things: hospitals, schools and universities. We construct residences, homes, 
vacation getaways and other structures for our pleasure. Communities erect sports arenas, theaters 
for film and the arts, casinos and dance halls. We ‘invest’ in electronic playthings that pass the 
time, keep us in touch, and endlessly inform or entertain us, day in, day out. 
 
Often we invest money in and build things that outlast us. We invest in our children and their 
education; our legacies; our reputations. Most of  the time though, we consume our money by  
 acquiring things.  

National Cathedral hosts forum on COVID-19 with Fauci, other top health        

officials by Adelle M Banks ...follow the link:  

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/ 

http://www.episcopalarchives.org/cgi-bin/acts/acts_topic_search.pl?topic=Tithing
http://www.episcopalarchives.org/cgi-bin/acts/acts_topic_search.pl?topic=Tithing
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During the Prayers of  the People intercessions are invited.  Please send all prayer requests 
to: admin@stannanola.org 

 

A Church History– The Rt. Rev. Morris 

Thompson (Our Celebrant today) 
The Cathedral was crowded and we were to elect a new Bishop. One of  
the principal questions of  that day was, “What is the position of  the 
candidate regarding Same Sex blessings and marriage?” Morris 
Thompson the then Dean of  the Cathedral in Lexington, KY.  held a 
positive /affirming view of  the full inclusion of  LGBTQ members to 
and in the church. He won and within a year or so march in a NOLA 
PRIDE parade signifying his support and commitment to inclusion.  

Now this from Wikipedia: Thompson grew up as a Presbyterian. After high school he enlisted for two years 
in the United States Marine Corps after which he graduated from Mississippi State University. Morris 
attended seminary at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky where he graduated 
with a Masters in Divinity emphasis on Pastoral Care and Counseling. Later he attended the University of  
Mississippi Medical Center where he did a year residency of  clinical pastoral education . He  was ordained as a 
Southern Baptist minister in 1981. After his conversion to the Episcopal Church he was ordained deacon in 
December 1990 and a priest in June 1991. He served as associate rector of  St James's Church in Jackson, 
Mississippi. In 1997 he was appointed Dean of  Christ Church Cathedral in Lexington, Kentucky.  

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) We most often spend money on ourselves. Money is ultra
-powerful, and how we invest it, spend it, or give it speaks volumes about what we value. It 
shows the world what we believe and where we think we belong in the order of  the universe. 
Without fail. 
 
So, too, the money we give to church. Our giving to church also speaks volumes about how we 
view money in our lives, how we think of  it. Our generous giving also reveals what we think 
God thinks about it–if  God thinks of  money at all. 
It strikes me as ironic that since the nineteenth century our money in the U.S. has said, “In 
God We Trust” on it. I often wonder: is this a confession or a reminder? Does putting “In 
God We Trust” on our money help keep the creator God in front of  us? Does it remind us of  
God’s true reign over the world and all that is within it, including us and our money? Or are we 
admitting that money (currency) is “the god in whom we trust”? Money can become a god in 
people’s lives. 
 
What does your relationship with money say to you? Say about you? Say to the world about 
you? Whether you like it or not, the way you use money speaks about you. Without words 
it tells the world what you value, what you believe in and wish to invest in, what you hold dear. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_God_we_trust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_God_we_trust


“None of the historians had ever learned our mother 

tongue. They had all been content to read what Europeans 

and Americans had written. But why did scholars, presuma-

bly well-trained and thoughtful, neglect our language? Not 

merely a passageway to knowledge, language is a form of 

knowing by itself; a people's way of thinking and feeling is 

revealed through its music.” -HAUNANI-KAY 
TRASK  

 
 When I was younger, I remember learning that Thanksgiving was a peaceful gathering between the 

Wampanoag and the English “settlers.” We reenacted the “first meal” in our classrooms and were en-

couraged to sit “Indian style” while we heard the problematic retelling of whitewashed and colonized his-

tory. What has historically been taught has been distorted. We were never taught contemporary Native 

American authors, musicians, activists, storytellers, which conditioned us to be complicit in the erasure of 

Indigenous contributions. We must do better. It wasn’t until I was in graduate school that I was encour-

aged to challenge that narrative. I was told to "question how genocide could be peaceful," and that I 

needed "to do [my] due diligence and see Thanksgiving as the culmination of [messed up] [things] that 

lead to a three-day gathering known as Thanksgiving." That challenge did not come at the request of a 

college professor; it came from my uncle who understood the harms of revisionist history and refused to 

participate in our family’s Thanksgiving meal. I will forever be grateful for his unapologetic acknowledg-

ment of our complicity in the celebration. Although holidays are ancestral reminders of the resiliency and 

creativity of our ancestors who endured human trafficking, my family and I are committed to direct ac-

tion this year. We have committed to learning more about whose land we reside on and how we can sup-

port the work of the [local indigenous tribes.]  
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Thanksgiving, for many of  us, is a favored holiday. It is centered on food, family, and friendship. 
It’s American myth is legendary. The story of  Pilgrim colonizers encountering Native Americans 
and sharing a meal. It’s myth is a celebration of  peace and harmony amongst people. It is a myth 
that celebrates unity and collaboration. Even if  that myth is, because of  subsequent history, imore 
of  a speculative story it’s propositions remain truer than ever. Yet, on this day we should be 
mindful of  our Native American ancestors whose land we now dwell on. The Louisiana Indians are 
the inheritors of  ancient traditions. They consist of  Alabama, Koasati (Coushatta), Choctaw (four groups: Jena, 
Bayou LaCombe, Clifton, and an urban group in East Baton Rouge Parish), Chitimacha, Houma, and Tunica-
Biloxi. A mixed Choctaw and Apache group in northwest Louisiana rounds out a complicated cultural picture. 
(From Louisiana Folk Life Program) 

 

 

 

A Thoughtful Thanksgiving 

Curated by: Ashley Y. Lipscomb and Brittany Spatz of  
The Institute for Anti-Racist Education 



“Lord, make 
me an 

instrument 
of  thy peace. 
Where there 

is hatred, 
let me sow 

love. “ 
St. Francis 
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The Guardian and Chapter 
Council of  the Community of  
Francis and Clare are pleased to 
announce that the House of  
Bishops Committee on Religious 
Life of  the Episcopal Church has 
determined that the Community 
of  Francis and Clare has met all 
requirements necessary for 
provisional canonical recognition 
as a religious community. The 
Community of  Francis and Clare 
was formed on All Saints Day, November 1, 2018 with a Rule and Journey of  
Life being adopted on May 8. 2019.  Membership now numbers 14 Professed, 
15 Novices, and 5 Postulants.  The dispersed Franciscan Community consists 
of  women and men who are married and single, lay and ordained and reside 
in the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom.  Members live in vows 
and follow the Rule and Journey of  Life. Being a dispersed community, the 
members perform various forms of  ministry in their local parishes and 
communities, meet monthly via electronic means and have an annual Chapter 
meeting.  The Bishop Visitor for the Community of  Francis and Clare is the 
Rt. Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori. The Community of  Francis and Clare 
website is:  https://cfcfranciscans.org   

Provisional Canonical Recognition of  the Community of  
Francis and Clare 

BOMBAS 1,500 SOCKS!  

Great sock and great social responsibility. 

Br. Don’s husband Rusty shows off 
the load of socks that Bombas Sock 
Company donated to the Homeless 

Outreach Program at St. Anna’s. 
This is a great example of Corporate 

Social Responsibility. You buy one 
pair and they donate one pair. Plus 

they are a quality product with a 
heart. Thanks Br. Don and Rusty 

and all the folks at Bombas and 
thanks be to our God.  

 

https://cfcfranciscans.org
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In Service to the Church 

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers 
Karen Judge—Host (leader) 
Stewart Chaplain—Greeter 
V P Franklin - Usher 
Nicole Gottschalk—Usher 
 
Audio Visual - Charlie Gottschalk/Jack Craft 
 
Altar Servers: 
Mike Meyers 
Derri Parker 
Jalyn Gottschalk  

 

Shout-out to St. Paul’s  
 

The Rev. Rob Courtney and St. Paul’s Continue to show  

great support for our Food Pantry. 

A very special shout-out needs to go to Betsy Stoner  

she has collaborated with St. Anna’s and Brother Don  

the benefit to our community—Immeasurable  

 Thursday, November 19, 2020, from 6:30 to 8:00, there will be a free concert 

at Elysian Fields and Lark Street.  Performing will be Sweet Crude which 

includes Jack and Sam Craft, sons of  Fr. John Craft and Nancy 

Chachere!   To  aid in social distancing, you can borrow a folding chair from the 

chapel!  Wear a mask! (Jack is part of  St. Anna’s Audio/Visual Ministry) 

 
Sweet Crude is a bi-lingual pop band.   Their original tunes are written in 
Louisiana French as well as English.   They have toured all over the United 
States and Canada as well as Europe. 
 
Fr. John Craft 



The First Lesson from the Prophet Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
 
Thus says the Lord God: I myself  will search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered 
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to 
which they have been scattered on a day of  clouds and thick darkness. I will 
bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of  
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of  the land. I will feed 
them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of  Israel shall be their 
pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on 
rich pasture on the mountains of  Israel. I myself  will be the shepherd of  my 
sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, 
and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them 
with justice. 
 
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself  will judge between the fat 
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and 
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 
wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 
between sheep and sheep. 
 
 

The Readings for Christ the King Sunday 
Proper 29—Year A—Track 2 

Thus says the 

Lord God: I 

myself will 

search for my 

sheep, and will 

seek them out 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

Voluntary  In thee is gladness      J. S. Bach  

Opening Hymn Alleluia sing to Jesus     Hymnal 460 

Gospel Hymn I Love to tell the Story     LEVAS 64 

Offertory  Near the Cross       LEVAS 29 Arr K. Leach 

Communion  At the Name of  Jesus     Hymnal 436 

   Here I am Lord     WLP 812 

Closing Hymn He is King of  Kings     LEVAS 96 



 
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their 
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have 
spoken. 
 
Psalm 95:1-7a Venite, exultemus 
 
1 Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of  our salvation. 
2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
3 For the Lord is a great God, * 
 and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the caverns of  the earth, * 
 and the heights of  the hills are his also. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, * 
 and his hands have molded the dry land. 
6 Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
7 For he is our God, 
 and we are the people of  his pasture and the sheep of  his hand. 
 
EPISTLE - Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 1:15-23 
 
I have heard of  your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of  our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of  glory, may give you a spirit of  wisdom and revelation as you 
come to know him, so that, with the eyes of  your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of  his 
glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of  his power for us who believe, according to the working of  his 
great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all 
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of  him who fills all in all. 
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SPOTLIGHT: Commentary and Reflections 

 
GOSPEL - Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Jesus said, “When the Son of  Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of  his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at 
his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, 
you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of  
the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of  me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something 
to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of  the least of  these who are members of  
my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, 
depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and 
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did 
not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of  you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did not do it to one of  the least of  these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

The Lessons Continued 

About the First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
In the ancient Near East, the king was often pictured as a shepherd. But the pre-exilic kings and 
leaders were often false shepherds, exploiting and neglecting their flocks. Now God will act as the 
good shepherd, searching out God’s people scattered among the nations and gathering them back 
to their own land. The reestablished monarchy will act only as God’s faithful regent (vv. 22-24). 
 
Ezekiel reveals God’s nature as one of  both compassion and judgment. God’s mercy extends to 
the lost and injured—those who have suffered from the injustices of  others as well as from their 
own wrong choices—and God’s judgment reaches the sheep as well as the shepherds. As the 
shepherds have been judged, so also the sheep must be judged for their behavior to one another 
(vv. 17-22). 
 
About the Alternate Psalm: Psalm 95:1-7a 
This psalm outlines a liturgy celebrating God’s kingship. The first section (vv. 1-7a) is a proces-
sional hymn in two parts. One part is sung in the temple court, praising God as Creator (vv. 1-5), 



and the other marks the entry into the sanctuary, praising God as Lord of  the 
covenant people. 
 
About the Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 
Today’s reading is a prayer of  thanksgiving. Paul shows by example the impor-
tance of  making requests of  God in prayer—that the baptized may cooperate 
with God in the working out of  God’s plan. Paul prays that his readers may be 
enlightened to understand the surety of  their hope, the privileges and respon-
sibilities of  their inheritance, and the dimensions of  God’s power available to 
them through the resurrection and ascension of  Jesus. 
 
About the Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 
Today’s reading, the last of  Matthew’s three end-time parables, is more a vi-
sion of  the last judgment than it is a parable. Here the Son of  Man, Jesus’ title 
for himself, is clearly identified as the King and Judge of  all people, roles tra-
ditionally attributed exclusively to God. 
 
The King offers only one criterion of  judgment: deeds of  compassion. Verses 
35-45 list six representative good works, five of  which are found in standard 
Jewish lists. The sixth service, visiting prisoners, was an issue of  concern for 
the early Church. 
 
Here is Jesus’ unmistakable revelation of  God’s true nature. As Son of  Man, 
Jesus associates himself  not with the brilliant, the pious, the famous or the 
powerful, but with the least—the hungry, thirsty, lonely, sick, naked and im-
prisoned. Jesus clearly delineates the values of  the kingdom of  heaven. Those 
who suffer are close to the heart of  God. Those who minister to the suffering 
receive the Father’s blessing. Good intentions are insufficient; what counts are 
actions, not words. 
 
Reflection and Response 
Someone unfamiliar with today’s gospel might see the heading—Feast of  
Christ the King—and expect to read about trumpets and glory. At the very 
least, one could expect a crown, a touch of  ermine. 
 
The portrait Matthew paints undermines that expectation. This King is not 
concerned with his own aggrandizement or glorification. This King looks in-
stead to the hungry, the thirsty, those whose most basic human needs have not 
been satisfied. 
 
Then the King unveils his true identity. “If  you want to see me,” he says, 
“look for me in them.” If  we think about it, those values are right on the 

 

Page 11 STEWARDSHIP :  A WAY OF  L IFE  



mark. If  we look at those whom Jesus describes, we find surprising evidence of  royal behavior. 
 
One mother tells of  taking her daughter’s class to participate in a project with children from the 
poorest neighborhoods of  San Diego. When lunch time arrived, the wealthy children pulled out 
deli sandwiches and expensive drinks. One poor child kept her lunch in her brown bag. The 
mother, afraid that the girl didn’t have enough to eat, sat beside her and asked gently, “Do you 
have corn chips? You’re lucky! Those are my favorite!” With that encouragement, the child 
proudly emptied out the whole bag of  chips—all she had—to share them with the mother. Who 
then was most queenly? 
 
As Paul writes, “all will be made alive in Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:22). Yes, even the selfish and 
the wealthy can enter into Christ’s reign. But we must look to unlikely leaders, and follow the vul-
nerable, poor ones who show us the path to service, selflessness and authenticity. 
 
 

Our Readings for the Day Continued 
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We Really Need A Few Volunteers! 

Talent and Time In The altar guild! 

 

JOB DESCRIPTION:  The Altar Guild is 

responsible for all of the Vestments, Chalices, and other 

holy implements used in worship. An Altar Guild 

volunteer will, on rotation, be responsible for setting up 

all of what is needed to say mass including cleaning and 

preparing the holy hardware, filling candles, dusting and 

wiping down statues, altar, and Reredos.  Ideally you 

will also insure that the pews are ready for worship. It is 

behind the scenes (like a set dresser or stage hand). It 

can be done individually after hours so that you really 

don’t come in contact with others (if you prefer). Email 

Fr. Bill at fr.bill@stannanola.org 

Quietly consider: 

One example of “phony” royalty is... 

One example of Jesus’ kind of kingship is... 



 

PSA 
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Join us for the Annual Parish Meeting 
 

Sunday December 13, 2020 
 

Immediately following our Mass 
 

Zoom or in-person 
 

Celebrate continuing ministries. 
 

Celebrate a New Vestry 
 

Celebrate our life together 
 

Stay informed 
 

Reservations for in-person  
recommended  



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for Christ the King Sunday 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

On the web at 

www.stannanola.org 

A LMIGHTY AND EVERLASTING GOD, whose will it is to restore all things in your 
well-beloved Son, the King of  kings and Lord of  lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples 

of  the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most 
gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 


