
 by The Rev. Deacon Buck Close 
 
This strange year has presented us with many challenges. The one I want to 
explore is the challenge of  maintaining a sense of  community when we cannot 
gather regularly for worship or fellowship. One of  the feelings that drew me 
to St. Anna’s just a few years ago was the feeling that I had the opportunity to 
join a family - a wonderfully diverse yet united family dedicated to being the 
church in our city and neighborhood. And that excited me. Part of  that family 
life took place both before and after Mass as we gathered in the parish hall 
and shared coffee, food, and conversation. With those opportunities to be 
together eliminated back in March, I wondered/worried how we would be 
able to sustain this feeling of  family. After all, one cannot duplicate face to 
face encounters with a laptop and an internet connection.  
 
But we tried. We tried because being together is so very important to us as 
followers of  Jesus. Let us never forget the example of  the first Christians who 
more or less lived communally and shared all their resources with each other. 
That is a model we are not likely to duplicate but it is one we can use as a 
reference point. So, back in March, we initiated daily opportunities for worship 
via Facebook Live. We quickly settled on Morning Prayer, Noonday Prayer, 
and Compline as our vehicles for both worship and community building and 
nurturing.  
 
My role has been to lead Morning Prayer. I started out leading it 5 days a 
week. However,  Kirk Toups stepped up after a couple of  months and took 
over two days a week of  leadership. (Thank you again, Kirk!) And what I want 
to share with you is what a wonderful thing this has been for me these past 8 
+ months. (While I cannot speak for Luigi and Br. Todd who lead Noonday 
Prayers and Compline, I strongly suspect that they would echo my feelings.) 
  
Having served in a church where we prayed the daily office every day in a side 
chapel, I have some basis of  comparison. There we had attendance of  1 or 2, 
and often 0, in addition to the leader. That was because people didn’t choose 
to get in their cars and come to the chapel at 8:30 or 5:30. They were busy 
living their lives. So it never blossomed into something that felt like a family  S
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AnnaGram 
Creating Community in 2020 



We always 
have a 

quorum 
because 

“when two or 
three are 
gathered 

together in my 
name, I will 

be in the 
midst of 
them.”  
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activity. However, from the very beginning of  initiating our daily MP on 
Facebook Live, a sense of  community has been present and grown stronger 
with each passing week.  
 
We always have a quorum because “when two or three are gathered together in 
my name, I will be in the midst of  them.” But we almost never have 2 or 3. 
Typically there are between 8 and 10 of  us. Our group is not merely from New 
Orleans. It often includes attendees from North Carolina, the UK, and South 
Carolina. We greet each other as we arrive. We chat via the chat box and I run 
my mouth incessantly until we begin at 8 AM sharp. We talk about Feast days 
that fall during the week. We talk about what is going on in our lives. We talk 
about weather, sports, travel, etc. And we pray, by name, for loved ones who are 
suffering or for those for whom we are thankful. We pray for those we have 
lost. And, over the months, I believe we have become much closer to one 
another. I find that to be a wonderful byproduct of  daily communal worship. I 
can no longer imagine not being a part of  our group. And I feel confident that I 
speak for everyone involved when I invite you to join us if  you are able. Like St. 
Anna’s itself, we are open and welcoming.  
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Dear Family and Friends 
  
As the shadows grow longer and the days shorter it is that time of  year set aside to talk about 
funding our church. There are so many reasons why this is important. They range from 
stewardship of  our resources to fiscal responsibility.  Stewardship is also a spiritual discipline a way 
of  thinking and a way of  simply being. For the next year your Vestry and leadership plan to 
increase our awareness and engagement in Stewardship in all of  its facets. Over the next several 
weeks you will hear much about what St. Anna’s means and her impact on the community. 
  
We must be honest and recognize that 2020 has been a challenging and bizarre year. Some of  our 
challenges will not be forever but they remain present for now. So, we need to be transparent 
recognizing that all is not what it should be nor as we want it to be. In 2020 we lost several of  our 
members whom we remember fondly:  Mary Dodwell, Stewart Butler, and Fr. Dan Hanna. With 
their passing we have also come to realize that within this cohort were very significant donors. St. 
Anna’s has always relied upon a very few to make up a good portion of  our operating budget. So, 
one of  the realities that we are facing in this new decade is a challenge for some, perhaps many, to 
step up and to fill that financial void. 
  
As a church we recognize that your membership is voluntary. You associate with St. Anna’s 
because you want to and believe in at least some of  her purpose and principals. As a community 
we must recognize that these are difficult and uncertain times for almost all of  us. Yet, we live and 
hope that sooner rather than later we can gather once again. In the meantime we continue to reach 
out in new and innovative ways. We can only hope that some of  those ways have been helpful to 
your spiritual life and your sense of  community. We can only hope that like many you hold onto 
the promise of  being together again, of  laughing, praying, eating, and gathering again in the fullest 

Stewardship:  A way of  life - Making a place to gather and grow. 



sense. Don’t we all long to sing again? 
If  we hold on to these promises we can deal with the with challenges which we 
face. Therefore, we are asking that if  you can, you consider increasing your 
pledge by 10%. It is simple math. If  enough of  us have the capacity to increase 
our pledge by 10% we can honor the legacy of  those who were so generous 
before us. We are asking that if  you have not pledged in a year or two you 
consider renewing your commitment to St. Anna’s. While we always love 
spontaneous giving, it is hard to construct a budget without knowing something 
about the intentions of  a good portion of  our family. Soon you will receive 
another communication which will include a pledge card. All that we, the Vestry 
and Clergy, can ask of  you is to pray about your continuing support looking 
forward to more robust days of  gathering, praying and singing together.  

 

These photos remind us of  why we have such a unique and precious church. As 
Br. Todd said, “Saint Anna’s is the jewel in the crown of  the Diocese.” Help us 
to help each other. We look forward to communicating more with you in the 
coming weeks. Until then rest, be of  good heart, and stay safe. 

 

 
 

(Confirmation Class of  2019 + Palm Sunday Procession) 

“Saint 
Anna’s is 
the jewel 

in the 
crown of  

the 
Diocese”  
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On October 24th our first group of  children went for the Whitney Plantation field trip. Our Part I 

of  this four part series focused on the thoughts and views of  the faculty. This part focuses on the 

impressions of  our K-5 cohort. A subsequent field trip was taken by our older kids  which will be 

shared with you in another part in this series.  

 

Whitney Plantation Museum Field Trip: Pre- Whitney Plantation Questionnaire 

(Grades K-5) 

 

1.  Name three things you have learned about slavery in the United States. 

 Slavery is something that white people forced on black people and they were forced to work for free. 

 Three things I learned about slavery are: black people were moved from place to place; black people were 

hit with whips so they work more; and slavery is when a black person is owned by someone else. 

 Slavery was forced upon many black people. People were taken from their homes. Slaves were black. 

 It is bad. You were someone’s property. 

2.  How old do you think slaves were? 

 11 years old. 

 Girl: 5-100 Boys: 4-100 

 2-100 years. 

 In their 40’s and 50. 

 I think they were 95 years old. 

3.  Who were slaves? Where did they come from? What did they look like? 

 Slaves were black people. They came from Africa to the “new world”.  

 Slaves were black people. Slaves come from Africa. They looked like black men and women. 

 They had clothes and jackets. They looked dirty. 

4.  How long ago did slavery take place? 

 400 years. 

 10,000 years ago (I think). 

 It took place over 500 years ago. 

 100 years ago. 

5.  Do you think slavery impacts people in the United States today? 

 Yes. 

 Well, no because it wouldn’t make sense. 

 It made racist people. 

 It makes people feel like it could happen to them. 

 Yes, because the American people will not have as much of an impact in the world today. 

PART II:  
Whitney 
Plantation 
Field Trip 



Page 6  STEWARDSHIP:   MAKING A PLACE TO GATHER AND GROW.  

Whitney Plantation Museum Field Trip:  Post- Whitney Plantation Questionnaire 

 

1.  What are three things you feel about what you saw and learned? 

 Three things I felt were: happiness because I got to know more about my family before; confused on why 

they had to take the people; and treat them like animals. 

 I saw houses and people. I felt like we had to go through all of slavery to get our freedom. 

 I feel bad for them. I learned about punishment for slaves. 

 

2.  What made you angry? 

 What made me angry was having to see heads on a stick so they could give us freedom. 

 Their heads were on the pikes and that made me cry. 

 No one deserved that. 

 That they had the slave head on the stick. 

 

3.  What made you sad? 

 What made me sad was they got burned to be claimed or placed as property. 

 It made me sad that the people were placed in jail. 

 Seeing the slave heads on the sticks. 

 That they had to go through a lot to get freedom. 

 When people were hurt when they ran away. 

 

4.  Has this changed the way you view slavery? If so, how? 

 This changed the way I view slavery because knowing that they got beat even more and longer than I 

thought. 

  Yes, because they had to be ruled so much they had to run. 

 No, because I think they will keep doing it to people. 

 

5.  How do you think slavery changed the United States today? 

 Slavery changed the U.S. today because we all know what happened 400 years ago. 

 Without slavery, Americans wouldn’t be free. 

 People are free today so no one has to go through what slaves went through.  

 

A Reflection/Response by Brianna Carr, Director 
 
Following our trip to the Whitney Plantation students sat and reflected on what it meant to live on 
a plantation during the time of  chattel slavery. Staff  took time individually to go through ques-
tions students had about their experience and what it meant to them. Many students felt an in-
tense kinship with the victims that resided on the Whitney Plantation, one stating "I wish I could 
say sorry and thank you to all the people (that lived on the Whitney Plantation)". Our wonderful 
students decided to write letters and create pictures to those that they called "Loved Ones", as a 
way to acknowledge those that endured so much.  
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In Service to the Church 

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers 
Kirk Toups—Host (leader) 
Rebecca Henley—Greeter 
Gary Van Vonderan - Usher 
Roberta Wilson—Usher 
 
Audio Visual - Jack Craft 
 
Altar Servers: 
Luigi 
Bill Glew Thurifer 

 

Art work by 
Cailey Age 8 
Whitney 
Plantation 
Artistic 
Reflection 



Zephaniah 1:7,12-18 

Be silent before the Lord GOD! 
For the day of  the LORD is at hand; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, 
he has consecrated his guests. 

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
and I will punish the people 

who rest complacently on their dregs, 
those who say in their hearts, 

“The LORD will not do good, 
nor will he do harm.” 

Their wealth shall be plundered, 
and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, 
they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, 
they shall not drink wine from them. 

The great day of  the LORD is near, 
near and hastening fast; 

the sound of  the day of  the LORD is bitter, 
the warrior cries aloud there. 

That day will be a day of  wrath, 
a day of  distress and anguish, 

a day of  ruin and devastation, 

24 Pentecost - Proper 28 Year A Track 2 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

Voluntary  Prelude and Fugue in G Major    J S Bach    

Opening Hymn Stand up stand up for Jesus    Hymnal 561 

Gospel Hymn Signs of  ending all around us    WLP 721 v. 1 and 3 

Offertory  His Eye is on the sparrow     LEVAS 191 

Communion  Strengthen for service Lord    Hymnal 312 

   Close to Thee      LEVAS 122 

Closing Hymn Ain-a that Good News!    LEVAS 180 



a day of  darkness and gloom, 

a day of  clouds and thick darkness, 
a day of  trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities 
and against the lofty battlements. 

I will bring such distress upon people 
that they shall walk like the blind; 
because they have sinned against the LORD, 

their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
and their flesh like dung. 

Neither their silver nor their gold 
will be able to save them 
on the day of  the LORD's wrath; 

in the fire of  his passion 
the whole earth shall be consumed; 

for a full, a terrible end 
he will make of  all the inhabitants of  the earth. 

 

Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12  Domine, refugium 

1 Lord, you have been our refuge * 
from one generation to another. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God. 

3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
"Go back, O child of  earth." 

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 
and like a watch in the night. 

5 You sweep us away like a dream; * 
we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 
in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

7 For we consume away in your displeasure; * 
we are afraid because of  your wrathful indignation. 

8 Our iniquities you have set before you, * 
and our secret sins in the light of  your countenance. 

9 [When you are angry, all our days are gone; * 
we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
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10 The span of  our life is seventy years, 
perhaps in strength even eighty; * 
yet the sum of  them is but labor and sorrow, 
for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 

11 Who regards the power of  your wrath? * 
who rightly fears your indignation?] 

12 So teach us to number our days * 
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of  the Lord will come 
like a thief  in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction 
will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no 
escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you 
are all children of  light and children of  the day; we are not of  the night or of  darkness. So 
then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who 
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of  faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of  
salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 
Matthew 25:14-30 

Jesus said, “It is as if  a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went 
off  at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who 
had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went 
off  and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of  
those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five 
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five 
talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of  many 
things; enter into the joy of  your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things, I will put you in charge of  many things; enter into the joy of  your master.’ Then 

The Lessons Continued 



SPOTLIGHT: From our website link  
 
About the [Track 2] First Reading: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 (ALT) 

The introductory verse to the book of  Zephaniah sets his ministry during the reign of  Josiah 
(640-609 BC), probably during the early period before the king’s reforms. Zephaniah’s pri-
mary criticism is Judah’s apostasy. He calls his audience to solemn silence before Judah’s judg-
ment. 
 
Searching the hearts of  the people, the Lord finds only indolence and indifference. The figure 
is taken from the process of  making wine. The wine must be poured off  from the sediment 
and mixed or it will become syrupy and tasteless. Zephaniah builds upon the work of  Amos 
to describe the day of  the Lord as a battle scene. The silver and gold idols of  the people will 
not save them. 

 

About the [Track 2] Psalm: Psalm 90:1-8,(9-11),12 

This psalm faces squarely the dark realities of  the human condition within the context of  
faith. Verses 1-2 serve as a preface, introducing the psalmist’s unshakable conviction of  God’s 
sovereignty. The psalmist confesses the painfulness of  life’s brevity (vv. 3-6) and the dreadful-
ness of  enduring this fleeting life in the heat of  God’s righteous anger at our iniquities (vv. 7-
11). These reflections culminate in the closing prayer (vv. 12-17), in which the psalmist pleads 
for God’s merciful compassion. 
 
In this psalm, attributed to Moses, the shortness of  human life is lamented, and God’s pres-
ence is sought so that the people may rejoice in all their days. 

 

About the Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Paul responds to another of  the Thessalonians’ concerns, the desire to know the “times and 
the seasons” (v. 1), the persistent human wish to have an end-times timetable. Paul replies that 
such knowledge is not needful for Christians. 

the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you 
were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 
seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 
yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my 
money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 
interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all 
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who 
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of  teeth.’” 
 



Today’s 

readings 

prompt us to 

take stock of 

what we have,  
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The “day of  the Lord” (v. 2), now identified with Jesus’ second coming, will 
happen as unexpectedly as a thief ’s entry. False assurances leave people un-
prepared for “sudden destruction” (v. 3), final separation from God. The 
Thessalonians should not concern themselves so much with the imminence 
of  the second coming as with its immediacy to their lives, which acts as a 
call to vigilance and freedom from excess. 

 

About the Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 

The second of  Matthew’s three end-time parables concerns the gift of  tal-
ents and how they are used. As so often with Matthew’s parables, the em-
phasis is on the serious demand for a decision about how to act. Here the 
demand is to use one’s gifts in order to participate fully in the reality of  
God’s coming kingdom. The focus is on the last slave who does not put to 
use what he has been given. 
 
The question is not uncertainty about the date of  the return, but about 
what reckoning will be required. According to rabbinical law, a man who 
buried property entrusted to him had taken the safest course and was not 
liable for its loss. Whereas the first two servants take the risk of  losing their 
talents, the last servant shows that his primary interest is in his own security. 
The master, however, expects fruitfulness from his servants no matter how 
long his return is delayed. 
 
The parable is now directed at the Christian community. Gifts given either 
grow with use or wither with disuse. The Lord expects of  the individual not 
a vindication of  his or her own righteousness, but a devotion to God and 
others that takes risks in their service. The reward for such faithfulness is 
further responsibility. 

 

Reflection and Response 

Today’s readings prompt us to take stock of  what we have, and in doing so 
discover we are richer than we thought. We have talents and skills we take 
for granted, the wealth of  the arts, the beauty of  nature, the blessing of  
friends and family. However, making that list is the easy part. Then we face 
the tougher question: what have we done with all we have been given? 
 
Do we complain that we have a home we have to clean, clothes we must 
wash, medical bills to pay, a gas tank to fill, and children to care for? How 
embarrassed we would be to meet the homeless, the poorly clothed, those 
deprived of  medical care, those who can’t afford a car, and those who 



Our Readings for the Day Continued 
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Social Media has become one of  the most important tools for Evangelism and 

for inviting the world to come to know our church; our missions; our community.  

If  you have a Facebook page please consider reposting our outreach like M2M or 
Sunday Worship Watch Party or promoting one of  our three websites or their 

posts.  

Social media and your support helps bring our church to the world. 

would give anything for a child to cherish. 
 
But there is more to the parable. It could nudge the lazy toward action and the indifferent to-
ward gratitude. It could prompt action or contemplation. Because a story suggests rather than 
insists, it may contain a different application for every reader. But for all of  us it can under-
score the bounty of  God. Lest we place too much emphasis on our own efforts, it reminds us 
that the initiative is God’s, who distributes the silver pieces. Ultimately, the rewards and praise 
for the loyal servants come from God’s hands. 
 
The letter to the Thessalonians also looks toward the end times. Paul reminds us that we live 
as redeemed people, the children of  light. Therefore we need not cower in fear, nor waste our 
days in unawareness. Our high expectation eagerly anticipates the appearance of  the One we 
love. As Reginald Fuller points out, “the Christian must always live on tiptoe...” 
 
Knowing all that, we still balance the tension of  day and night. When we think we are secure, 
we are most vulnerable. When we recognize our brokenness we are most whole. In our efforts 
to live faithfully, we uncover more paradoxes each day. 
 
 

Quietly consider:  

What does the parable nudge me 

to think or to do? 
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Expectations Of  Generosity  

 

T rue generosity requires us to give to those in need and make a place for them in our 
gatherings. Such generosity, the Apostle Paul reminds us, is enabled by the transforming 

grace of  God manifested in the self-emptying life of  Jesus Christ and made accessible through 
the life-giving Spirit.  

 

PRAYER 

 

God of all good things, open our hearts to fresh ways of serving you and your world; 

 open our minds to new ways of sharing all that you have given to us; open our souls so that 

we may be filled with your overflowing love. Amen. 

 
Robert B. Kruschwitz, is Senior Scholar in The Institute for Faith and Learning at Baylor University.  

He serves as General Editor of Christian Reflection.  

 

 

 

 

 

Never measure your generosity by what you give, but rather by what you have left.  
Bishop Fulton J. Sheen (1895-1979 

 

 

Some people say, “Give till it hurts.” But God recommends that we give until it feels 
good. God loves a cheerful giver!  

Brian Kluth, pastor  

 

Each of  you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion,  for God loves a cheerful giver.  

Saint Paul (2 Corinthians 9:7) 



Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for the Day 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

On the web at 

www.stannanola.org 

B LESSED LORD,  who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us 
so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and 

ever hold fast the blessed hope of  everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN 

 

What are we doing with our Talents? 


