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Collaborative Ministry-Part Il

Foreword

This is the second reflection in our series “Collaborative Ministry” in this article we will
hear from Brother Don Dubay representing St. Anna’s Food Pantry. Once again these
reflections were written alpost a year ago in a time that we can only imagine. Yet, the same
principals apply as much today, perbaps more so, than then.

Next week will be onr final reflection on Collaborative Ministry. We will then begin a
series on Stewardship. What does that mean? What is our Christian responsibility? How
does this really work?

The Br. Don Dubay, St. Anna’s Episcopal Church,
The Community of Francis and Claire (CFC)

Why is it important to St. Paul's/St. Anna's to provide
food and resources to both those on public assistance
and those who may be homeless?

I would say that it is not only important for St. Paul's and St. Anna's to
provide food assistance to individuals on public assistance and the homeless
but for all faith based communities to do so. If we are committed to living out
the Gospel of Jesus which clearly provides us with directions and guidance
about what we should do as it relates to the poor and those who live on the
tringes then we should joyfully and respectfully find a way to engage ourselves
in acts of servitude. We are so blessed to have St Paul's Faith Community as a
partner in this ministry.

What, if any, impact has doing this ministry had on your own spiritual
life? (A very personal perspective):

My spiritual journey is enriched by being a part of the Food Pantry Ministry.
My eyes have been opened when I see the image of Christ in the individuals
we serve and as well in the volunteers and people who so generously donate
their time and money.
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The Holy Spirit was
certainly with us
because some of
the responses I

received brought

me to tears.

Collaborative Ministry continued

How would you characterize the relationship between St. Paul's and St.
Anna's specifically as a result of this collaboration?

Very good question that I am so happy to respond to. I have visited St Paul's
several times over the last couple years. Just yesterday I was there to celebrate
the Patron Saint of their Parish. I have made several friends at St Paul's to
include Betsy who heads up the Food Drives for St Anna's Food Pantry and
also Mother Liz and Fr. Rob. The other folks are the parishioners whose names
I cannot remember that approach me each time I make a visit to worship with
them. They are all so excited about being able to help with providing donations
- & for the Food Pantry. One of the most memorable visits

was with the Children from St Paul's School. They had
their own Food Drive for St Anna's Food Pantry. It was
an interactive event where I asked them questions about
their experiences with homelessness and the poor. The
Holy Spirit was certainly with us because some of the
responses | received brought me to tears. These
children understand the need for serving the poor. On
the big screen in the church were the words from

Food Pantry prepared Matthew 25 "For I was hungry and you gave me
for distribution in June  something to eat, [ was thirsty and you gave me
2020. something to drink ...." If we all had the hearts and
minds of children? I personally am blessed to be

around two different faith communities which are part of the Body of Christ.

What stumbling blocks or challenges are you experiencing as it relates to
this collaboration?

I truly am not aware of any stumbling blocks as it relates to the collaboration
between St Paul's and St Anna's.

In one brief sentence what is the greatest gift of this shared ministry?
(Again a very personal perspective)

The greatest gift of this shared ministry is knowing that we share the same goals
and seek the same outcomes. There is no competition between our
communities. We seek and serve the same God and together we grow in faith
and our desire to serve increases.



VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1

The Food Pantry Touches and Teaches so many lives
Anna’s Place Students pack “Blessing Bags” in 2018

Assembled are volunteers
Receiving a blessing
before distribution in 2019

Now a word from Archbishop Desmond Tutu

I don't preach a social gospel; I preach the Gospel, period. The gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ is concerned for the whole person. When people were hungry, Jesus didn't say,
"Now is that political or social?" He said, "I feed you." Because the good news to a hungry person
is bread.



https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Social_gospel
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
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Looking forward to All Saint's Day and All Souls Day.

Sunday, November 1, 2020 is the Feast of All Saint's and it is a day that enjoys great cultural
prominence in Louisiana. There is a lesser known Feast day called All Souls Day. We have always

observed both and until very recently on whatever day those two Feasts have fallen on. So, what is
the difference?

All Saints Day*: Commemorates all saints, known and unknown, on Nov. 1. All Saints' Day is
one of seven principal feasts of the church year, and one of the four days recommended for the
administration of baptism. (It is transferable to a Sunday)

Commemoration of All Faithful Departed (All Souls' Day)*: This optional observance is an
extension of All Saints' Day. While All Saints' is to remember all the saints, popular piety felt the
need to distinguish between outstanding saints and those who are unknown in the wider
tellowship of the church, especially family members and friends.

*From An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, Editors: Armentrout and Slocum

This year, 2020, is a unique year for many reasons. We have lost two of our most beloved
members in Mary Dodwell and Stewart Butler. At this writing we, as a nation, have lost over
210,000 with a mortality count of 300+ daily due to the Pandemic of 2020. Further, in the Metro
New Orleans area we have lost about 172 persons to violence. I believe that all of these things are
spiritually significant each in its own way. So, how might we as a church respond to these layers of
sadness?

All Saints' Day will be celebrated as the principal Feast on Sunday November 1. I will ask you now
and make a later post to submit one saint that you find compelling and helpful in your spiritual
life. We will add them to our "Litany of Saints" that is read/sung on that Sunday.

All Souls' Day will be celebrated Live Stream on Monday evening at 6:30 p.m. At that time we will
read the names of our loved ones in a Litany. Please send us the names of your loved ones.
Further if you wish to assist in reading those same names please contact Fr. Terry via phone or
email at least one week prior to the service.

The "Murder Board" will be newly installed for the 2020 year reminding us of the Victims of
Violence likely by the time you read this.

Background to Installation Concept:

In 2012 St. Anna's participated in the One Million Bones Project to highlight the worldwide
genocide phenomena. Our Anna's Place children crafted bones of clay. Many wrote family
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member names on them. They
were installed in our side yard
along with an altar of sorts in our
Victims of Violence memorial.

So, this installation prompted me
to think of this:

Proposal: For the week
preceding All Saints'/All Souls'
volunteers are invited to install
small American Flags in our side
yard to represent those who have
died as a result of the Pandemic. Our goal is to install 2,100+ flags. We may not factually have
the space in our side yard. Alternatively the number 5,557 which is the number for Louisiana
alone. It is the same point though. The loss is great and perhaps we need to acknowledge it in
a more visual way beyond data reports.

Question? Is this something we should do? If so, are you interested in spending
time installing flags as symbols of those taken from us by this Pandemic? If you
are interested please email fr.bill@stannanola.org or call the church at (504) 947-
2121. I look forward to hearing from you.

10-01-2020 The Mission to Musicians
lI—Tip Jar Ministry Features Michael

Doussan

"Mike Doussan’s story is intrinsic to the human condition. There’s pain and
pleasure, grit and grace, but much like the city of New Orleans and music it-
self, true beauty rises from chaos. His songs are proof." -(Brett Hutchins
www.liveandlisten.com)

Mike Doussan, a New Orleans native, started playing guitar at the age 8 and made his way into the
New Orleans club scenes in 2004 at the age of 24. With guitar in hand he walked into different
clubs with the intent of playing a couple of tunes with whomever was on stage. He then became a
regular at The Apple Barrel playing blues with Mike Hood and the Frenchmen St. Delegation, at
Banks St. Bar playing funk with New Orleans Juice, and anywhere Eric Lindell was taking stage
with his blue-eyed soul ensemble. It wasn't long before he fronted his own band, (see next page)
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West Bank Mike and the Fisher Project. Rooted in New Otleans funk and blues, the Fisher Pro-

ject would go on to win Best Blues Band at the 2006 Sonny Boy Blues Society’s “Battle of the
Bands.”

Over the past 5 years since his brother’s death, Doussan has been working in advocacy and fund-
raising for both suicide prevention and mental health awareness. His mother, Lisa, along with
friends and family, started up a non-profit called the Brett Thomas Doussan Foundation. The
foundation's mission is to raise mental health awareness through advocacy, education, and music.
Doussan also serves on the executive board of Upturn Arts as Vice President. Upturn Arts pro-
vides arts education that is accessible to children of all socioeconomic backgrounds in the New
Otleans area.

Mike is married to his wife of nine years, Maggie, and he has three children. They reside in New
Otleans.

Bits & Pieces

“Tip Jar” Music series helps local musicians survive COVID pandemic shut down with

regular online venue

THURSDAY, Oct. 8, 6 p.m., Singer/Songwriter Michael Doussan, free and open concert via
facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,

THURDAY, Oct. 15, 6 p.m., Alexis and the Samurai, free and open concert via

facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,

THURSDAY, Oct. 22, 6 p.m., Free Feral Band, free and open concert via
facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,

Join us and share the live stream by hosting a watch party or share the notice on your
FB page.

Prayer Requests

During the Prayers of the People intercessions are invited. Please send all prayer requests to:

admin@stannanola.org



https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
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In Service to the Church

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers
Karen Judge—Host (leader)
Stewart Chaplain—Greeter

V P Franklin - Usher

Nicole Gottschalk—Usher

Audio Visual - Sean McLoughlinJack Craft
Altar Servers:

Bill Glew Acolyte
Ed Azemas Thurifer

Now Receiving Vestry Nominations

Servanthood Ministry takes many forms and this is one of them.
Each year the Vestry rotates two or three members off of Vestry.
They are to be replaced by a like number for a 3 year term.

1 If you are dedicated to the life of St. Anna’s consider this ministry.

T If you are Confirmed or Received into the Church consider this
ministry.

T If you want to help support the future of St. Anna’s consider this
ministry.

T If you want to do just a little extra for the faithful consider this
ministry.

There is generally one or two hour meeting a month. One retreat per year. You
will also be asked to engage in committees or work groups during your term.
Prayerfully consider this commitment. Is God calling you to do the work of the
Church?

Email Fr. Bill: fr.bill@stannanola.org
Call the church with questions (504) 947-2121
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Isaiah 25:1-9

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have
done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have
made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no
more, it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities
of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have been a refuge to the poor, a
refuge to the needy in their distress,

a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.

When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens
like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the
song of the ruthless was stilled. On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make
for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food
filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on
this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread
over all nations; he will swallow up death forever.

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will
be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he
might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and
rejoice in his salvation.

Voluntary
Opening Hymn
Gospel Hymn
Offertory

Communion

Closing Hymn

Hymn Selections for Worship

Nearer my God to thee

Praise to the Lord the Almighty Hymnal 390
Ye watchers and ye holly ones Hymnal 618
Morning has broken Hymnal 8
Let all mortal flesh keep silence Hymnal 324
We are clinbing Jacobs Ladder LEVAS 220
I’ 50 glad Jesus lifted me LEVAS 105
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Psalm 23 Dominus regit me
1 The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
tfor you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

The Epistle Philippians 4:1-9

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
tirm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes,
and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and
the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
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The Gospel Matthew 22:1-14

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who
had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves,
saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his
slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those
invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both
good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a
wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And
he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called,
but few are chosen.”

About the [Track 2] First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9

Today’s reading pictures the end time when the Lord will prepare a feast of rich abundance for all
people. For Jews, all meals had religious significance; here a feast provided by God becomes an
anticipated element of the last days. This theme of the end-time banquet later became part of the
messianic expectations.

Then the prophet foresees that the “shroud” and “sheet” of mourning will be removed and the
curse of death will be destroyed. Isaiah boldly appropriates the language of Canaanite mythology
in which the god Mot (death) swallowed up all creatures. Isaiah asserts, however, that God will fi-
nally conquer death in a once-for-all-time event. Those who are preserved through God’s judg-
ment will celebrate God’s faithfulness.

About the Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9

n closing his letter, Paul expresses his appreciation for the community’s generosity in supporting
his ministry. Apparently they had sent Paul certain gifts, presumably including money. God enables
Paul to remain content in every situation. Paul’s contentedness derives from God, the source of
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his strength. Paul joyfully accepts the provision of the Philippians, for their
need then provides another opportunity for God to demonstrate generosity.

About the Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14

The parable of the wedding banquet addresses God’s initiative to open the
reign of God to all. Matthew structures the story to illustrate salvation history.
The first group of servants were like the prophets and the second group the
Christian apostles and missionaries. Verse 7 may allude to the fall of Jerusalem
in AD 70 as God’s punishment of Jewish nation. Those brought in from the
byroads are the Gentiles.

Matthew may have added verses 11-14 to warn his community that it, like Is-
rael, stands under judgment and must be prepared. Matthew recognizes that

the Church contains “both good and bad” (v. 10) who can be separated only
on judgment day.

The proper wedding clothing probably represents a new life marked by the
fruits of repentance in good deeds. Since in Judaism good works were ex-
pected to act as “intercessors” before God (Acts 10:4), the guest without the
garment is “speechless” (v. 12). Christians are cautioned not to rely on the call-
ing, but to respond by living their baptism in daily life.

Reflection and Response

“Everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet” (Matthew 22:4). The gen-
erosity of the invitation in Matthew’s gospel contrasts with the hostility of
those who reject it. “What boors these are!” we think. Then we may remem-
ber the times we turned from those closest to us, and even from God.

How often have we refused an invitation to God’s feast? Intent on adhering to
a schedule, we may have missed the moments when grace slips through the
cracks in our routines. How often the beauty of nature or the chance to share
our lives with another eludes us. Today’s parable reminds us that what seems
vital to us may not be so important to God. In the divine economy, laughing
at someone’s joke or savoring a sunset may take priority over boosting the
Gross National Product.

The gospel raises another question: do we really know what nourishes us?
What experiences draw us closer to God? The answer varies as much as indi-
viduals do. For some, God’s presence bubbles in conversation with friends; for
others, it sings in solitude. For some, it may come through music; for others,
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through a walk along the beach. After we identify those experiences that we find most life-giving,
then we must reflect on how much time we give these. Most of us wouldn’t dream of going

through a day without nourishing our bodies, yet we fail to devote comparable time to nourish our
souls. Are we starving at God’s banquet? How do we respond to the overtures of the divine Host?

Quietly consider:

What invitations to God’s feast have 1
accepted?

Which ones have I ignored?

Community Notices

Members of the community are invited to submit notices
that may be of general interest to St. Anna’s and her
friends. Just email fr.bill@stannanola.org
admin@stannanola.org

This space is available for anyone in our
faith community to “post a note” on our bulletin board.
Need a job?
Have something to sell?
Know of a great volunteer opportunity?

This is the spot to go. So send those bulletin board posts
to me and I will get them in:

fr.bill@stannanola.org
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Brené with Bishop Michael Curry
on Love & Hope in Troubling Times

The Most Rev. Michael Curry is Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church, and on this episode,
we talk about love. Messy, hard, complicated love. I ask him how we can transcend fear in a scar-
city-based culture and what we can learn from those who came before us. We also talk about the
church, how to develop beloved community and the scrappy, gritty, work of love that is my defini-
tion of faith. Plus, Bishop Curry shares his playlist with one song that I really didn’t expect.

Go to:
https://brenebrown.com/podcast/brene-with-bishop-michael-curtry-on-love-hope-
in-troubling-times/

Social Media has become one of the most important tools for Evangelism and for
inviting the world to come to know our church; our missions; our community.

If you have a Facebook page please consider reposting our outreach like M2M or The
Dodwell Extravaganza or promoting one of our three websites.

Sanitation Schedule

St. Anna’s Church is vested in keeping our spaces safe. As such a schedule for disinfecting and
cleaning has been established including various stake holders and users of the space. Virtually all
of the common areas: church, parish hall, class rooms will receive a regular disinfecting process
after use by various groups. This is to insure that we maintain a safe and healthy place to gather,
hold meetings, host our M2M concerts, worship, and do our mission work.

This becomes even more important considering that soon we will be hosting our beloved children
again in modified classes and events. We want them and YOU safe.

We should give a big shout out to Kirk Toups your Junior Warden, Brianna Carr the Director of
Anna’s Place and Don Dubay representing the Food Pantry Team. Well done to one and all.




Anna’s Place NOLA at Dodwell House Fundraiser

Saturday, October 24, 2020
7:00 PM
“A place of possibility and hope”

The Dodwell House Extravaganza Goes Virtual!

Our annual event will be virtual this year, allowing you to support the fundraiser from the
comfort and safety of your own home. The event features four different ways to partici-
pate!

*On Saturday, October 24th, beginning at 7:00 PM, there will be an entertaining and
informative livestream featuring performances by the NOLA Soul Collective, Anna's
Place NOLA students and commentary from local community leaders, program gradu-
ates, parents, supporters and more. All of this will be streamed on the St. Anna’s Epis-
copal Church Facebook page. You do not need a Facebook account to view the live
stream.

*We have partnered with the famed Galatoire's Restaurant to provide a delicious home
delivered "Dinner for Two'" the evening of the event, where a portion of the proceeds
will go towards the fundraiser. Please visit the “Galatoire’s Dinner for Two” page for
more information. Sales end October 19th!

*We will host for the very first time an Online Auction, where you can bid on fabulous
items and or make a donation. Please visit the “Online Auction” page for more infor-
mation.

*As always, we welcome and rely upon Sponsorships in support of the fundraiser.
Please visit the “Sponsorship Opportunities” page for more information.

We are looking forward to this wonderful and unique event and we encourage your partici-
pation and your spreading of the word!

Dodwell House, the future home of Anna's Place NOLA, will provide a platform to em-
power individuals adversely affected by social inequities to determine their future and to
fully meet their potential.

To Learn more about the Dodwell House and Anna’s Place NOLA, please visit
www.dodwellhouse.org


https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
http://www.dodwellhouse.org/

Saint Anna’s

1313 Esplanade Ave.

New Orleans, LA. 70116

Office: 504-947-2121

Email: admin@stannanola.org

Our Mission

Y

t. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a
growing relationship with Christ, to he the church
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare
the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and

hospitality. "

The Collect for the Day

ORD, WE PRAY that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may con-
tinually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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