
The Rev. Rob Courtney, Rector St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

Why is it important to St. Paul's/St. Anna's to 
provide food and resources to both those on 
public assistance and those who may be 
homeless? 
  
I see this as part of  the commitment we make at 
our baptism—a commitment we renew whenever 
we share in the celebration of  the baptism of  
others—to “seek and serve Christ in all persons, 
loving our neighbors as ourselves,” and “to strive 
for justice and peace among all people, and respect 
the dignity of  every human being.” All those who 
receive public assistance, or who are experiencing 
homelessness, may have less security in life than 
many members of  our congregations, but they are 
still equal members of  our wider community.  A

 w
e
e
kl

y
 b

la
st

 
O

C
T

O
B

E
R

 
0

4
,

 
2

0
2

0
 

|
 

1
8

 
P

E
N

T
E

C
O

S
T

—
P

R
O

P
E

R
 

2
2

 

AnnaGram 
Collaborative Ministry-Part I 

Foreword 

The Non-Profit world, including Episcopal Churches, strongly encourage collaborations. 
Collaborations build networks and when they function well exponentially increases 
community impacts. That said, collaborations can often be difficult. Yet, here at St. Anna 
we have the privilege to call several churches collaborators. Each church in it’s own way 
helps extend our missions and in doing so provides that church with a sense of  mission. 
Listen during the Prayers of  the People and you will hear us pray for our “Partnering 
Churches.” The best collaborations serve both parts well. As Paul reminds us, “each 
according to their gifts.” One of  our delightful partnering churches is St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in the Lakeview area. They are also part of  what is called our Deanery.  

 

Over the next 2 or 3 issues you will read about Collaborations and our collective spirit of  
giving and gratitude. These “responses” were actually given last year before the pandemic. 
But they are still on point and on spirit. We thank our friends at St. Paul’s deeply and 
with gratitude.  

 

 



Providing the resources is not just important to the people who receive them, 
it’s important for the people who provide. These kinds of  partnerships help us 
live out our commitment to Jesus Christ together, and draw us closer to God 
and each other.   

   
What, if  any, impact has doing this ministry 
had on your own spiritual life? (A very 
personal perspective): 
 
 I believe that it’s important for congregations, 
especially congregations with denominational 
connections, to partner together as the wider 
Body of  Christ. We often, unfortunately, let 

competitiveness drive our relationships instead of  partnership. Doing this 
ministry reminds me of  the different gifts our different communities bring to 
the table, keeps me better connected both the marginalized whom Jesus loved 
as well as my sisters and brothers in Christ, and brings me closer to God. 
  
How would you characterize the relationship between St. Paul's and St. 
Anna's specifically as a result of  this collaboration? 
 
One of  the unique gifts of  The Episcopal Church is unity in diversity. Both of  
our churches use the same Book of  Common Prayer, and use the same 
scripture readings. We say essentially the same words whenever we worship. I 
don’t think, however, that you could find two more different expressions of  
The Episcopal Church! One is more high church, and the other more broad. 
One is more ethnically and socially diverse than the other. One has a deep 
commitment to social justice, the other to Christian 
education. Yet, one of  St. Anna’s vestry members 
attends our Wednesday night programs regularly. 
One of  our couples splits time between both 
congregations. Our staffs share information with 
each other on occasion. The Food Pantry 
collaboration only serves to deepen this kind of  
collegial relationship, and to emphasize our 
common mission: “to restore all people to unity 
with God and each other in Christ.” It really feels 
sometimes that one church is just the Tremé 
campus and the other the Lakeview campus of  the 
same church!  (See next page) 

Collaborative Ministry continued 

“One of the unique 

gifts of The 

Episcopal Church is 

unity in diversity.” 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 



What stumbling blocks or challenges are you experiencing are it relates 
to this collaboration? 
 Maybe only the predictable challenge of  getting more people to be involved. 
  
In one brief  sentence what is the greatest gift of  this shared ministry? 
(Again a very personal perspective) 
  
I think the greatest gift is being able to witness to our community that we can 

better serve Christ together rather than in isolation. 
 

“I think the 
greatest gift is 
being able to 
witness to our 

community that 
we can better 
serve Christ 

together rather 
than in isolation.” 
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St Francis Prayer in front of  St Damiano Cross  

(Feast of  Francis October 4) 

 

“Great and glorious God, my Lord Jesus Christ! I implore Thee 
to enlighten me and to disperse the darkness of  my soul. Give 
me true faith, firm hope, and perfect charity. Grant me, to know 
Thee so well that in all things I may act by thy light and in accor-
dance to your will.  

 

This coming Saturday evening Franciscans across the world in-
cluding the Community of  Francis and Clare will pray together 
as we remember the Transitus of  our father Francis.  

 

Email sent by  

Br. Don to St. Paul’s date 9/18/2020 

 

Betsy thank you so much for coordinating a food collection 
for St Anna’s Food Pantry. Alison and Alistair thank you for 

delivering the food this morning and also for delivering 
groceries to two families tomorrow morning. A big thanks to 

everyone at St Paul’s that donated food. All of  you at St Paul’s are a blessing. 

Pax et Bonum 

Brother Donald 

(the above photo of Br. Don with the St. Paul’s donation) 
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 Bits & Pieces 

“Tip Jar” Music series helps local musicians survive COVID pandemic shut down with 

regular online venue 

  
 THURSDAY, Oct. 8, 6 p.m., Singer/Songwriter Michael Doussan, free and open concert via 
facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,   
 THURDAY, Oct. 15, 6 p.m., Alexis and the Samurai, free and open concert via 
facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,  
 THURSDAY, Oct. 22, 6 p.m., Free Feral Band, free and open concert via 
facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,  
  
Join us and share the live stream by hosting a watch party or share the notice on your 

FB page. 

Anna’s Place NOLA 
Carolina Gallup 

 

Carolina previously worked at All Souls Episcopal 
Church and Community Center as the Parish 
Administrator and Assistant Program Coordinator 
under Reverend Lonell Wright and later under 
Reverend Edward Thompson. She also worked 
with St. Anna's Medical Mission under Diana Meyers 
as a Community Health Worker. 
 
Carolina enjoys planning fundraising events, 
and working with the community to bring awareness 
of  various community programs. She's a Fashion 
Design Artist and enjoys teaching young people the 
art of  sewing. Carolina says that she is very honored 
and thankful to have been given an opportunity to 
work at  Anna's Place NOLA and looks forward to 
contributing and being a part of  the St. Anna family.  

https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
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JOHN RANKIN 
Lifetime Achievement Award in Music Education award in 2012 by Offbeat  

Featured performer at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival since 1981  

 
 

John Rankin is a accomplished New Orleans musician and performer. He has been described as a 
New Orleans hybrid of  Leo Kottke and Chet Atkins, but his expansive style covers many genres. 
A versatile master of  solo acoustic guitar, he blends New Orleans feel and charm with originals, 
jazz, classical guitar, folk, blues, rhythm and blues, and the American songbook.  
 
He is also known as a powerful singer songwriter with a wide array of  songs, vocal and instru-
mental, that reflect his broad approach. His powerful harmonica playing, in sync with his guitar, 
adds a real impact to his songs and stories.  
 
He has been featured performer at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival since 1981. Al-
though best known as a soloist, he performs with many ensembles, including the New Orleans 
Guitar Masters, the NOLA String Kings, and The Classic Jazz Trio. He was named a Jazz All-Star 
by New Orleans Magazine in 2007, and won two Big Easy Awards for Best Folk Music (1992 and 
2002). He also was a winner of  the 1985 American Finger-Style Guitar Festival. As well as a num-
ber of  other awards and recognitions.  

10-01-2020 The 
Mission to 

Musicians II—Tip 
Jar Ministry 

Features John 
Rankin 

Social Media has become one of  the most important tools for Evangelism and for 
inviting the world to come to know our church; our missions; our community.  

If  you have a Facebook page please consider reposting our outreach like M2M or The 
Dodwell Extravaganza or promoting one of  our three websites.  
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During the Prayers of  the People intercessions are invited.  Please send all prayer requests to: 
admin@stannanola.org 

 

Prayer Requests 

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 

Blessing of the Pets 

Saturday October 03, 2020   

10:30 AM 

St. Anna’s Episcopal Church 

At Dodwell House  

courtyard 

1519 Esplanade Ave.  

 New Orleans 

504-947-2121 

Throwback Highlights 

 

This is the altar area aka “Sanctuary” of  St. Anna’s in 
2004 Ordinary Time (Green). 

Note the Christos Rex on the Reredos (Back Panel) 
which now hangs above our baptismal font. 

The thurifer is Sean Rayford, Earnestine’s  

son at age 15. The acolyte is Hutch Terry age 17. 

A lot has changed since then. 
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In Service to the Church 

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers 
Kirk Toups—Host (leader) 
Rebecca Henley—Greeter 
Gary Van Vonderan - Usher 
Roberta Wilson—Usher 
 
Audio Visual - Zach Booth/Jack Craft 
 
Altar Servers: 
The Rev. Deacon Buck Close Deacon of  the Mass 
Mike Meyers Thurifer 

 

Now Receiving Vestry Nominations 

Servanthood Ministry takes many forms and this is one of  them. 

Each year the Vestry rotates two or three members off  of  Vestry. 

They are to be replaced by a like number for a 3 year term. 

 

† If  you are dedicated to the life of  St. Anna’s consider this ministry. 

 

†  If  you are Confirmed or Received into the Church consider this 
ministry. 

 

†  If  you want to help support the future of  St. Anna’s consider this 
ministry. 

 

†  If  you want to do just a little extra for the faithful consider this 
ministry.  

 

There is generally one or two hour meeting a month. One retreat per year. You 
will also be asked to engage in committees or work groups during your term. 

Prayerfully consider this commitment. Is God calling you to do the work of  the 
Church? 

Email Fr. Bill: fr.bill@stannanola.org 

Call the church with questions (504) 947-2121 



Isaiah 5:1-7 

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved 
had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of  stones, and 
planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of  it, and 
hewed out a wine vat in it; 
he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, inhabitants 
of   Jerusalem and people of  Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What 
more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I 
expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you 
what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, 
and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or 
hoed, 
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the 
clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of  the LORD of  hosts 
is the house of    Israel, and the people of  Judah are his pleasant planting; he 
expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 
 

Psalm 80:7-14 Qui regis Israel 

7 Restore us, O God of  hosts; * 
 show the light of  your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
8 You have brought a vine out of  Egypt; * 
 you cast out the nations and planted it. 
9 You prepared the ground for it; * 

The Readings for 18th Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 22—Year A—Track 2 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

Voluntary  Nearer my God to thee      

Opening Hymn Praise to the Lord the Almighty   Hymnal 390 

Gospel Hymn Ye watchers and ye holly ones    Hymnal 618 

Offertory  Morning has broken      Hymnal 8 

Communion  Let all mortal flesh keep silence   Hymnal 324 

   We are climbing Jacobs Ladder   LEVAS 220 

Closing Hymn I’’s so glad Jesus lifted me    LEVAS 105 



 it took root and filled the land. 
10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 
 and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 
11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 
 and its branches to the River. 
12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 
 so that all who pass by pluck off  its grapes? 
13 The wild boar of  the forest has ravaged it, * 
 and the beasts of  the field have grazed upon it. 
14 Turn now, O God of  hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this 
vine; * 
 preserve what your right hand has planted. 
 
Philippians 3:4b-14 

If  anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of  the people of  Israel, of  the tribe 
of  Benjamin, a Hebrew born of  Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, 
a persecutor of  the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
 
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of  
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of  the surpassing 
value of  knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss 
of  all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of  my own that comes from 
the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 
God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of  his resurrection 
and the sharing of  his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if  
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of  the heavenly call of  God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
Matthew 21:33-46 
 
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. 
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest 
time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But 
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SPOTLIGHT: From our website link 

the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other 
slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This 
is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of  the 
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of  the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
 
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of  God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of  the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and 
it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
 
When the chief  priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking 
about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as 

The Lessons Continued 

About the [Track 2] First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
Today’s prophetic parable, the song of  the vineyard, celebrates the expectation of  the harvest. The 
audience are invited to pass judgment on the vineyard, a frequent image for Israel. The grapes are 
more than merely wild, they are “rotten grapes.” The vine grower devoted his best efforts only to 
reap decay. Only in verse 7 does Isaiah’s audience discover it has judged itself. The last part uses 
Hebrew wordplay to heighten its effect: He expected judgment (Hebrew, mishpat), but saw blood-
shed (mispah); righteousness (sedakah), but heard a cry (se’akah)! Judgment and justice grow out 
of  the covenant bond between God and the people. 
 
About the Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-21 
Chapter 3 discusses Paul’s opponents in Philippi who thought that Christians ought to keep the 
Jewish law, especially circumcision. Using a commercial metaphor, Paul responds to this by draw-
ing up a profit-and-loss statement. What once he counted as assets—his Hebrew genealogy, his 
upbringing and his strict observance of  the law—he now counts as loss in comparison to the 
“value of  knowing Christ” (v. 8). Paul, once religiously affluent, has been bankrupted by Jesus. He 
experienced the annulment of  all his former values. Righteousness, a relationship of  intimacy with 
God, is humbly received as a gift. 



About the Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-21 
Chapter 3 discusses Paul’s opponents in Philippi who thought that Christians 
ought to keep the Jewish law, especially circumcision. Using a commercial 
metaphor, Paul responds to this by drawing up a profit-and-loss statement. 
What once he counted as assets—his Hebrew genealogy, his upbringing and 
his strict observance of  the law—he now counts as loss in comparison to the 
“value of  knowing Christ” (v. 8). Paul, once religiously affluent, has been 
bankrupted by Jesus. He experienced the annulment of  all his former values. 
Righteousness, a relationship of  intimacy with God, is humbly received as a 
gift. 
 
The knowledge of  Christ that Paul now seeks is not a special or secret 
knowledge such as the followers of  the Greek mystery cults desired. Rather, it 
is the Hebrew sense of  “knowing,” which comes from close personal 
relationship. This knowledge comes through sharing in Christ’s suffering and 
death, both in baptism and in daily life. Paul stresses that the resurrection is 
still in the future. What he possesses now is not the end, but the beginning of  
his salvation. 
 
About the Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 
The parable of  the wicked tenants is rooted in the economic life of  Galilee. 
Landowners were often absentee foreigners, resented by the local peasantry. 
The estate of  such a foreigner was regarded as ownerless if  he died without an 
heir, and the occupants would then have first claim upon the property. Thus, 
in the parable when the son arrives, the tenants may assume that the father has 
died and hope to claim the vineyard after killing the son. 
 
Matthew strengthens the allegorical references in the parable. The slaves 
clearly stand for the prophets, for the landowner (Matthew’s metaphor for 
God in 20:1) sends two groups of  slaves, reproducing the Jewish distinction 
between the former and latter prophets. The fate of  the slaves is that of  the 
prophets. 
 
Matthew puts the condemnation of  the wicked tenants into the mouth of  the 
audience, the leaders of  Israel. The leaders’ faithlessness will result in the 
removal of  the kingdom from Israel. Since Israel has not rendered its fruit of  
right living to God in due season, the kingdom will be given to the Gentiles 
rather than to the chosen people of  Israel. 
 
Reflection and Response 
Modern parallels to today’s parable abound. The vineyard owner who has 
poured money and care into his vineyard is sorely disappointed. Tenant 
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farmers treat his envoys brutally, killing not only his slaves but his son. Today as tenants of  the 
earth, we waste its precious resources. We foul its air and pollute its waters. We deify a profit and 
blithely disregard the ways we ruin the planet as a home for future generations. 
 
In the Church today, those who were baptized as infants and grew up with the faith often take it 
for granted. Yet new converts appreciate the rich treasure they have just inherited. Their 
enthusiasm inspires congregations who may have grown tired and blasé. 
 
On the international scene, wealthy countries often enjoy every creature comfort imaginable. Yet 
the moral lives of  some of  the most pampered people are a pathetic vacuum. 
 
While it would be wrong to idealize less developed nations, it seems safe to say that their material 
impoverishment is often offset by their spiritual riches. The base communities of  South and 
Central America have inspired many North Americans with their courage under oppression and 
the strength of  their shared convictions. The Buddhists once reproached Western society in a 
question recorded by Thomas Merton: “You are all very fine at building hospitals, but where are 
your contemplatives?” 
 
The logical consequence of  such violent and outrageous abuse of  God’s gifts would be to turn 
out the ungrateful tenants and give the vineyard to someone who would appreciate it. Yet God 
does not deal with evil through vengeance or punishment, but through inordinate mercy. God’s 
Son comes to us, over and over, in different disguises, to redeem us again and again. 
 
Perhaps the blessing of  today’s readings is to warn us before it is too late. How sad we would be 
to squander our whole lives and then hear the words of  Isaiah: “What more was there to do for 
my vineyard that I have not done in it?” (v. 4). Most of  us would be hard put to answer. 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Readings for the Day Continued 
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Quietly consider: Which of  God’s gifts to 

me have I tried to develop fully?  

Which ones have I neglected? 
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Community 
Notices 

Members of  the 
community are invited 
to submit notices that 

may be of  general 
interest to St. Anna’s 
and her friends.   Just 

email 
fr.bill@stannanola.org 
admin@stannanola.org  

This space is available 
for anyone in our 

faith community to 
“post a note” on our 

bulletin board. 

Need a job? 

Have something to sell? 

Know of  a great 
volunteer opportunity? 

This is the spot to go. 
So send those bulletin 

board posts to me and I 
will get them in: 

fr.bill@stannanola.org 

If  you are struggling: 

With the Pandemic 

With Race Issues 

With Income/Job Loss 

With anything, you are not alone, you have a friend call (504) 947-2121  

ask for Fr. Bill+ 

Now  a word from John Coffee 
(Movie Credit:  The Green Mile) 



 
 

Anna’s Place NOLA at Dodwell House Fundraiser 

Saturday, October 24, 2020 
7:00 PM 

“A place of  possibility and hope” 
  

The Dodwell House Extravaganza Goes Virtual!  
 
  

Our annual event will be virtual this year, allowing you to support the fundraiser from the 
comfort and safety of  your own home. The event features four different ways to partici-
pate! 
  

*On Saturday, October 24th, beginning at 7:00 PM, there will be an entertaining and 
informative livestream featuring performances by the NOLA Soul Collective, Anna's 
Place NOLA students and commentary from local community leaders, program gradu-
ates, parents, supporters and more. All of  this will be streamed on the St. Anna’s Epis-
copal Church Facebook page. You do not need a Facebook account to view the live 
stream.  

 
*We have partnered with the famed Galatoire's Restaurant to provide a delicious home 
delivered "Dinner for Two" the evening of  the event, where a portion of  the proceeds 
will go towards the fundraiser.  Please visit the “Galatoire’s Dinner for Two” page for 
more information. Sales end October 19th!  

 
*We will host for the very first time an Online Auction, where you can bid on fabulous 
items and or make a donation. Please visit the “Online Auction” page for more infor-
mation. 

 
*As always, we welcome and rely upon Sponsorships in support of  the fundraiser. 
Please visit the “Sponsorship Opportunities” page for more information. 
  

We are looking forward to this wonderful and unique event and we encourage your partici-
pation and your spreading of  the word!  
  
Dodwell House, the future home of  Anna's Place NOLA, will provide a platform to em-
power individuals adversely affected by social inequities to determine their future and to 
fully meet their potential. 
  

To Learn more about the Dodwell House and Anna’s Place NOLA, please visit 

 www.dodwellhouse.org 

https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
http://www.dodwellhouse.org/


Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for the Day 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

On the web at 

www.stannanola.org 

A LMIGHTY AND EVERLASTING GOD, you are always more ready to hear than we 
to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve:  Pour upon us the abundance 

of  your mercy, forgiving us those things of  which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those 
good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of  
Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  

 


