AnnaGram
Richard “Ricky” Terry Reynolds Jr. passed away peacefully
at home on Sunday, August 23, 2020 at the age of 31

A weekly blast

September 6, 2020 | 14 Pentecost—Proper 18

Born on March 08, 1989 in Panama City, Florida;
Richard lived by the phrase “Carpe Diem,” residing
in several different cities before moving to New
Orleans, LA and building a home with his beloved
life partner, Fabian Harper. Richard was a member of
St. Anna’s Episcopal Church and a hairdresser by
trade.
Richard is survived by his life partner, Fabian Harper, his father,
Richard Terry Reynolds Sr. (Peggy), his sister, Christianne Reynolds, his
brother, Randall Shaddix (Taylor), his half-sister, Jennifer Prince, a host
of nieces and nephews, and many other loving family members and
friends. Richard was preceded in death by his mother, Marilyn Jeannette
Mishoe. Services were held privately for immediate family, and a public
Memorial Mass will be held at a later date. In honor of Richard’s kind
and loving spirit, please be kind to someone. Call a friend or relative you
haven’t reached out to recently; visit a shut in or a nursing home
resident; forgive someone. All acts of kindness are appreciated.

A

Loving Response to this obituary— Perhaps not many of you
know Richard. He attended our church on an off again. When he
did attend he would often sport a pearl necklace. He was flamboyant
and filled with energy. His partner, Fabian Harper, works at St. Anna’s
and would often attend our services with Richard after attending
services at St. Paul’s Episcopal of which he is a member. Fabian is also
our landscaper and what a wonderful job he does. So, both Fabian and
Richard can lay claim to being a part of the St. Anna’s family.
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Anna’s Place Youth Programs by Brianna Carr
Anna's Place NOLA's youth programs are so excited to announce that this
Fall our teens will be receiving mental health classes through our partnership
with the Albert Schweitzer Fellowship. The Albert Schweitzer Fellowship
aims to empower vulnerable people to live
healthier lives and create
healthier communities. We are so excited
and hope this will help our teens manage
the stressors from COVID-19 and equip
them with tools for the future.

The M2M “Tip Jar” Ministry Help Us Out!
Why: Because musicians are VERY hard hit by
pandemic
How: Tune in to our Video Stream on Facebook and
make a contribution to the band.
When you see our announcement help by “sharing” it
on your very own FB page and encourage others to do
the same. The bigger the following and audience the
better the results will which will help
“Keep the Music Alive.”
FOOD DONATIONS Really needed.
We really need your help. You may bring canned food to the
church on Sunday. We will put our donation bucket outside for
that. You may add a donation marked “food pantry” to our
Sunday Collection Box. We are feeding more than ever and we
are needed more than ever.
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Richard contd.

In many cultures death and dying are celebrated as a natural part of our condition. In some ways
we come close in NOLA with our historic Second Lines and musical odes to the “freedom” that
dying can bring to us. We need to challenge ourselves about our constant obsession with being
forever young. Perhaps we need to begin to recognize our elders as wisdom bearers and that those
wrinkles and hair loss and white hair are banners of running the race and experiencing the world.
Just like the celebration of new life in birth we might want to start considering celebrating new life
in death. Yet, it is hard to lose someone.
To be present during this final time is to enter into a holy space. It is very often the most intimate
of times. If this sounds bizarre it’s not. The one who is transitioning has nothing to hide. Often
they gain comfort from a deep faith, from being surrounded by loved ones, or by a sweet
companion (perhaps a dog or cat or person). As Paul said, “[they] have run the good race.” I say
transition because often days in advance, sometimes more and sometimes less, they begin their
journey. It is indeed a journey. Often it is filled with fatigue, tired of simply living, often with
emotions that are quite mixed; with things that still need to be wrapped up. No one formula exists
for dying. Yet, it is intimate and very personal. Perhaps one might say , “well yeah.” Yet, preparing
ourselves to die and being prepared with others is something that we just don’t do much of. We
should because there is a possibility called “a good death.”
A good death is when all has been said, when we transition knowing that, for the better part, all
will be well. Coming with that is a sense of relief and perhaps release. It can be the prospect of a
certain kind of freedom that none of us can presently know—but maybe imagine. For those who
have faith in the Christian promise there is eternal life. Yet, that concept alone seems hard for so
many today.
Perhaps the hardest part about death and dying is living. For so many we look for cosmic justice,
we sometimes resent being “abandoned.” There is no right or wrong way to mourn or feel. Feel
and feel abundantly. For many the loss of a loved one will be eternal. We won’t “get over it.” What
is possible is to begin to live with loss as a part of who we are right alongside of our challenges
and loves and happiness and sadness. That loss will surface from time to time. We might weep for
a moment a decade later. We might equally laugh at a memory. All of these things can be a part of
good dying or death. I have experienced much of what I am sharing with you myself. Richard died
well and Fabian is wherever he needs to be right now. We mean when we say, “Rest in peace and
rise in glory.”
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Prayer Requests
During the Prayers of the People intercessions are
invited.
Please send all prayer requests to:
admin@stannanola.org
As a reminder please feel free to call the church for
in-person worship reservations
Confessions may be heard by reservation either
virtually or in-person call (504) 947-2121 call Fr. Bill+
Holy Communion may be received privately using
best health practices call the church to make
arrangements.
If you have a hymn that you want to hear let us hear
from you email fr.bill@stannanola.org
M2M the Tip Jar Ministry
Tonight 9/3/20 NOLA Soul Collective
Thursday 9/10/20 The Vipers
Thursday 9/17/20 The Storyville Stompers
TUNE IN
DROP A FEW $$ IN THE TIP JAR!
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In Service to the Church
Team 2 Hospitality Ministers
Kirk Toups (Team Leader) Host
Rebecca Henley - Greeter
Roberta Wilson - Usher
Gary Van Vonderan - Usher
Audio Visual - Zach Booth/Jack Craft
Altar Servers:
Bill Glew Thurifer
Charlie Gottschalk Acolyte

Throw back Highlight:
Ash Wednesday 2012.
At that time St. Anna’s operated
a mobile medical unit with the
ministry called St. Anna’s Mobile
Medical Unit. In this setting the
unit was providing health
screenings in a community that
is adversely impacted by health
disparities. We gathered for the
imposition of ashes under the
N. Claiborne Ave. corridor.
Pictured are Deacon Joyce,
Magda Eskamire, Luigi, Fr. Bill,
Annie Lousteau, and Brandon
Cline.
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The Readings for 9th Sunday After Pentecost
Proper 13—Year A—Track 2
Ezekiel 33:7-11
You, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I
say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn
the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways,
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.
Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of
them; how then can we live?” Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will
you die, O house of Israel?

A Word to from St. Thomas Aquinas
To one who has faith, no explanation is necessary. To one without faith, no
explanation is possible.
The things that we love tell us what we are.
Beware of the person of one book.
Hymn Selections for Worship
Voluntary

Come Christians Join to Sing

Opening Hymn

Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee

Hymnal 376

Gospel Hymn

Lord Jesus, Think on Me

WLP 798

Offertory

More Love to Thee , O Christ

LEVAS 87

Communion

Forgive our sins as we forgive

Hymnal 674

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases

LEVAS 201

I’ve got peace like a river

LEVAS 201

Closing Hymn
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Psalm 119:33-40 Legem pone
33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, *
and I shall keep it to the end.
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
I shall keep it with all my heart.
35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
for that is my desire.
36 Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.
37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
which you make to those who fear you.
39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
because your judgments are good.
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *
in your righteousness preserve my life.
Romans 13:8-14
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not
covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word,
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens
to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take
one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed
by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen
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The Gospel Continued
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you,
if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I
am there among them.”

Teaching the Disciples on the shores of the Galilee

BREAKING NEWS: A Lovely Note from Brother Don– 9/3/2020 NOLA.
This has been a wonderful 24 hours for the Food Pantry. Yesterday a neighbor dropped off a
$100.00 donation and a few minutes ago another lady rang the door bell and dropped off
$200.00. Both individuals do not want to receive any acknowledgment. I also received notice from
my recent request to Bombas for more socks for the homeless. They are sending another
shipment of 1,000 pairs of socks.
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SPOTLIGHT: Taken from our website link
About the [Track 2] First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11
Ezekiel’s prophetic ministry to his people extended from 593 to about 573
BC, from before the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. to the time of the exile in
Babylon. Today’s reading harks back to Ezekiel’s concern for individual
responsibility.
The sentinel or watchman, chosen by the townspeople, was responsible for
warning them of the approach of an enemy. They then could come in from
the fields and take refuge. In this passage, God both chooses the watchman
and sends the awaited enemy in judgment. There is an implicit tension
between the punishment of the wicked and the desire that they repent and
live. Israel believed that mere membership in the community of God’s people
guaranteed salvation; here God declares that the individual is responsible for
his or her own choices.
About the Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14
Paul concludes this section of moral exhortation (chaps. 12–13) with the
principle that underlies his specific directions: love of neighbor. This is the
obligation we always owe, summed up in the “royal law” (Leviticus 19:18;
James 2:8). For Paul, love of neighbor is the direct overflow of our
experience of God's love poured into our hearts. This gift is now to be
poured into the lives of those around us. Since the gift we have been given by
God cannot be directly repaid, we direct the repayment to others. As we
become channels of grace, we discover that we are fulfilling God's law by
loving others as God does.
About the Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
Today’s reading speaks of discipline within the community of disciples, who
are the Church. The responsibility of seeking out the erring member, based
on Old Testament precedent, was an early part of the Christian community’s
behavior. If the member refuses to respond, even to the pleas of the
assembled congregation, he is to be treated as “a Gentile and a tax
collector” (v. 17), that is, by inviting him to enter the community through
faith. Jesus models this treatment in his ministry by eating with tax collectors
and “sinners” (9:9-13) and praising the faith of Gentiles.
The authority given to Peter in 16:19 is now given to the whole community
of disciples. The words bind and loose are technical terms for the authority
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Our Readings for the Day Continued
of the rabbi over persons and actions—exclusion from or admission to the
community, forbidding or permitting a disputed action, or retention or
forgiveness of sin.
Reflection and Response
Today's readings give us a place to stand when we must confront evil.
Matthew's gospel approaches the question of evil within the personal sphere.
How should a Christian act when the network of relationships hits a snag? It
is inevitable that human connections will sooner or later go haywire. How
then should we intervene?
The guidelines of the early Church are noteworthy for their compassion and
restraint. Then as now, the Church was not immune from scandal.
Excommunication and ostracism have lacerated the Mystical Body in the
past, and will probably do so again. Jesus proposes a much more gentle way
of dealing with behaviors and attitudes we feel we cannot tolerate.
First, he suggests dealing with the problem directly, before it grows like a
cancer. We are often tempted to ignore trouble, which then becomes more
difficult to heal. Jesus proposes that the person who feels wronged should
initiate the reconciliation. That seems a healthy step for those who might be
inclined to wallow in self-pity, yet never take action to end their misery and
seek reconciliation.
Second, he recommends keeping the issue private until various channels have
been tried and exhausted. In contrast, we often rush to complain publicly
before we even have a clear picture of what's wrong. When the gossip
spreads, the whole situation worsens.
Finally, he operates from a basis of compassion. The purpose of the process
is never to humiliate or to condemn, but always to restore union with the
brother or sister. In contrast, we often enter conflict with the self-righteous
purpose of emerging as a winner. Jesus upholds the ideal that the person
takes priority over our raging opinions and the causes we champion.
Quietly consider: When was the last time I confronted evil? How might
Matthew’s guidelines have helped in that situation?
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Community Notices
Members of the community are invited to submit notices that may be of
general interest to St. Anna’s and her friends. This is also a spot where you
may ask the community something like, “do you know of a good law care
professional?” or “I have a great dining room table if someone needs it” as
well as other notices. Just email fr.bill@stannanola.or or
admin@stannanola.org.

Handyman, Small Contractor, Carpenter. St. Anna’s is in need of a
reliable small contractor to do several repairs on the church. If you have
one please contact Kirk Toups (kirk70072@gmail.com) leave a message
at the church (504) 947-2121.
Do you need food? If you find that your budget does not quite make it
to the end of the month for food. DO NOT be hungry. Call Fr. Bill all
calls will be confidential. Use our food pantry it is what it is there for.
“They shared all that they had and held all things in common” The Book of
Acts.
Research Assistant Needed. For now, this is a volunteer job. It may
call upon one to research community data; to research histories of the
church. Some travel may be necessary in the city. We hope to make this a
stipendiary job in the near future.

William R. Memmott passed away on Tuesday,
August 25, 2020 at the age of 84. William is
survived by his loving and devoted husband of 42
years, Robert A. Brown and his brother, James
Memmott. William "Bill" grew up in northern
New Jersey, the son and brother of Presbyterian
ministers. He began serving as an organist at age
twelve, serving churches in New Jersey, New York
City, St. Louis, and New Orleans. He performed
widely as conductor and organ recitalist. His
compositions included works for piano, organ,
choir and instrumental ensembles. Bill was also
President and Tonal Director of Louis IX
Associates Pipe Organ Company. Since moving to
New Orleans, he was Organist/Choir Master at St.
Anna Episcopal Church, served on the Episcopal
Bishop's Commission on Worship and Liturgy, and served as Dean of the local chapter of the
American Guild of Organists. Most recently, he served for more than twelve years as Organist/
Choir Master at John Calvin Presbyterian Church where he conducted two major choral concerts
yearly with professional orchestra and soloists. He scored more than a dozen of these works for
orchestra. Bill was a member of the Christ Church Cathedral and served as Organist/Choir
Master at Gretna United Methodist Church. His other musical appointments included serving as
Director of the Delaware Valley Opera Theatre in Levittown, Pennsylvania and the Fontbonne
University Opera Theatre in St. Louis. Services will be held at a later date when both family and
friends can safely gather.
In Memoriam
Bill joined St. Anna’s as our organist/choir conductor in 2003 having moved to New Orleans
from the St. Louis area. Bill was a very important influence, along with Fr. Dan Hanna, in the early
formation of Fr. Terry as a new Priest and Rector of St. Anna’s Church. Until Hurricane Katrina
the three would meet each week for a Bible Study followed by conversation usually about how to
best shepherd the flock and serve the community. As with all of us challenges faced both Bill and
Robin his husband yet Bill remained faithful and loyal to little St. Anna’s as she began to grow. He
was a most excellent organist and his arrangements were spectacular. Katrina had a large impact
on all of us including Bill. He was called to new ministry at John Calvin Presbyterian Church
where his talents could be best used to the Glory of God. I will always treasure Bill’s steady hand
and advice in my early days. May light perpetual shine upon him and may he rise in glory.
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Our Mission
"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare
the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and
hospitality. "

The Collect for the Day

G

rant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you
always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so
you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and fore ever . AMEN

