
“Evangelism” is a word that often sits on the sideline in too many churches. It 
is the spread of  the “Good News” of  Jesus and his teaching, life, and 
resurrection. There is a lot of  Good News in the story of  Jesus. So much so 
that our Presiding Bishop refers to us as the Episcopal branch of  “The Jesus 
Movement.” Yet, we seem to become apprehensive about Evangelism. The 
definition according to Oxford Languages is: “the spreading of  the Christian 
gospel by public preaching or personal witness.” It is this last part that I find 
so engaging.  

Personal witness can many so many things. It does not necessarily start with 
“Do you know Jesus?” or perhaps “Are you saved?” Such tropes are simply 
not helpful nor true to the Jesus of  scripture. What is true is relationship. 
That, I believe, is a true testimony. Walk the walk and yes, talk the talk. Both 
are helpful. When we “talk the talk” we need not roll out our dogma or push 
Jesus onto folks. What we need is to reflect who Jesus was in our words and 
character. Such is more about inviting into relationship than framing an 
argument for our faith. Here are some examples of  how that plays out. I 
would really like to know some of  your own examples of  how we live our 
faith in community.  

Zack Gillespie-Posted this on Facebook: This 
past Sunday was the first time that I was able to 
not only worship in person but also serve at my 
parish, St. Anna's Episcopal Church, since March. 
It was so good to see so many familiar faces and 
hear so many familiar sounds and smell so many 
familiar smells. I am so thankful to be a part of  
such a dynamic parish who has done so much to 
offer what little we have to the Treme and beyond. 

Our leadership and staff  have gone above and beyond to offer online services, 
keeping our food pantry open and helping our kids and unhoused neighbors 
under the bridge. If  you are so inclined and have anything to spare, please 
think about donating something so we can continue blessing others. Almost 
every dime we get is spent on our many missions. You can learn more at 
https://annasplacenola.org/donate/ 
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AnnaGram 
EVANGELISM: It takes many forms 

https://annasplacenola.org/donate/


P.s., I took a stroll down memory lane with these pictures. I can’t wait to be able 
to have a full solemn choral mass or our annual second line. Until then, Father 
Bill has made sure our liturgical team strictly adheres to social distancing when 
serving at the altar. 
 
The Rev. Peter Nunnally attended St. Anna’s after Katrina 
well before answering a call to the Priesthood. Pete was working for 
the Diocese. He was faithful in his membership and was engaged by a 
lot of  parishioners. It was St. Anna’s community that helped form 
Pete who just this month was ordained priest. His time at St. Anna 
gave him sacred imagination. In a text just this past week as Fr. Pete 
said his first communion and he texted: (Fr. Pete with his dad) 
“Had you and St Anna’s in my heart yesterday. Thank you 
for being my priest. You are a model for me and my 
priesthood. Your influence does not diminish.”  
 
Karel Sloane-Boekbinder is our children’s Sunday School Teacher; sings in the choir; 

and very often mentions St. Anna’s in her posts. Here 
example reflects the Jesus movement in so many ways 
and here is just one: Hope Photo Project- Hope 
is a street in our city. It is also a place in our 
hearts & minds. HOPE for NOLA aims to 
inspire New Orleans in our time of  need, 
using the power of  art & the visual image to 
communicate the message of  Hope.   

 
L. Edward Denny is a delightful man. He is married to Steve and they live in the 
Marigny. He is good friends with Br. Don and Rusty and we see each other on occasional 
social moments. Recently, someone was shooting a gun off  outside of  his home and car 
jacking. Trauma follows that. I know Vicki and I experienced much the same. Following up 
on a post he made we simply reached out to check on him. He said he appreciated the outreach 
saying, “I mean it. I’m not even your Parishioner and you have always made me 
feel welcome and included.  Also, the support for our community goes without 
saying.  I appreciate you!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evangelism 

“To catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story 

here.” 
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Our On-Line Presence: 
Cheryl—Good morning from North Dakota 
Chris—Good morning from beautiful Bayou Lafourche 
Carl—Is at every service we offer from North Carolina 
Allen from Pensacola - Your sermon today was awesome!!! It helped everyone 
who I had watching!! Very devotional for the entire USA during these times! 
May God continue to richly bless both you and the congregation. 
 
Evangelism is so often simply hanging out and talking to people with the 
church as your identity. Years ago, then Bishop of  Louisiana Charles Jenkins 
mentioned that he was amazed because Fr. Terry would go outside and sit on 
the stoop and simply talk to folks walking by. As a native of  NOLA isn’t that 
what we do. We are a gregarious people, we like talking, we like story telling, we 
like passing the time. Stoops are the places for this very NOLA thing. So it was 
just last week: 
 

We wandered out and here we met some 
new friends. This is Anthony and Lee 
sitting with Vicki Terry. We talked about 
religion, weather, the economy, and just 
hanging out. They were comfortable and 
so were we. That is how we get our place 
in the community. WWJD? Hangout and 
chat; pass a time; keep Jesus in our hearts 
and let that spirit simply flow out.  
 

Even an online presence or community presence 
evangelizes. The photo to the left is testimony to that 
fact. The stories of  children mimicking mass are 
abundant. Young Henry McMillan, as an example, 
made his own thurible and swung it with gusto at 
home. Other stories of  kids saying mass at home are 
abundant. Our actions, liturgy, hospitality, and 
intentionality all make for a community that 

promotes “The Good News.”  
 
Good Episcopalians, don’t let the word Evangelism throw you off. It is simply 
being open, being human, and being available to folks as the face of  Jesus. 

 

“To catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story 

here.” 
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For those that do not know me my name is Luigi Mandile. I am the Par-
ish Administrator at St. Anna’s. I serve most times with Father Terry at 
Sunday Service and I am in my last year of  school to become a Deacon.   
I have worked at St. Anna’s since 2007, first as a Medical Unit Driver 
then as Parish Administrator. 
 
I was born in a small village of  Southern Italy called Sorbo San Basile, 
named after St. Basile (329 – 379 A.D.) when this area of  Southern Italy, 
was both Greek and Latin.  I grew up as a child of  the 1960’s Cold War 

and Vatican Two.  As a teenager of  1970‘s, it was [all about] Rock and Roll music, the Ro-
man Catholic Church, school, and all was good.  That is, until I discovered Disco and was 
outed as being gay to my family. I was not the first that this happened to and I am sure I 
was not the last.  As often, in this circumstance, I was strongly advised by my father to 
leave the house. 
 
I am 18 years old; it is 1978. All I knew was family, friends, and the Church. That was as 
scary thought, like having Atomic Bomb Drills in school of  the 1960’s. With some roller 
coaster rides, I stayed away from family and friends for an awfully long time.  But I made 
new friends and a new family within the LGBT community.  The one thing I did have and 
never could lose was the Church (Jesus). Even though at that point in my life all I knew 
was the Roman Catholic Church even with some of  its bad dogma. Yet, I always found ref-
uge there. As a child, if  something upset me or I was in trouble I could always run to the 
church and sit there.  I continued to do this well into adult hood.  I would go to church sit 
in the back in the shadows. That is no way to worship, I believed I had no other choice.   
 
 I met my husband Sean in 2003.   Sean knew I was religious; he also was raised a Roman 
Catholic but from Post Vatican Two. Sean liked to hear English at service, I enjoyed listen-
ing to Latin service.    Unlike myself, Sean refused to go to church to sit in the shadows as 
I did.  That was OK, I still found refuge in prayer and being alone in the back of  the 
church. Sean and I evacuated to Milwaukee during hurricane Katrina and returned the first 
week in the month of  October. So many of  us remember the hard times and sadness that 
we experienced during and well afterwards from that hurricane experience 
 
Sean worked construction and one of  the jobs he worked at was Father Terry’s home in 
the Marigny. Sean would come home and tell me all about the cool priest and his wife. I 
was very hesitant; however, Sean was extremely excited to try St. Anna’s Episcopal. I had 
to research with the computer what kind of  church this was.  

Sharing Time with Luigi Mandile—Training as a Deacon 
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Twice Winner of  "Best Traditional Brass Band" 
Big Easy Entertainment Awards 

Over 37 Years & Over 6,000 Performances 
The Storyville Stompers Brass Band, established in 1981, plays New Orleans music in the tradi-
tional style, a music considered the foundation for Jazz and Dixieland. The Storyville Stompers 
perform regularly in and around New Orleans at weddings, second line parades, conventions, fes-
tivals, concerts, airport greetings, receptions, parties, and any other function that warrants celebra-
tion. The band also performs at jazz funerals. This band has led our Second Line Palm Sunday 
Procession since 2004! Woody and his group have performed at St. Anna’s ennumberable times 
and have always brought the joy! Please consider supporting The Storeville Stompers and friends 
by making a donation in “The Tip Jar” either on their link or at St. Anna’s DONATE button 
M2M II.  

9-27-2020 The Mission to 
Musicians II—Tip Jar Ministry 

Features The Storyville Stompers 

When Sean finally talked me into going to a Sunday Service at St. Anna’s, I walked in and saw 
all the old wood pews. There was a smell of  incense in the air. At that time after Hurricane 
Katrina, there were at maybe no more than 10 people at church service. We still stayed towards 
the back. I was scared and hesitant. I saw and smelled incense at service, I heard Sanctus Bells 
and knelt at the altar rail to receive the Body and Blood of  Jesus. I had a sense that I could re-
ceive the Sacraments being who I was. I did not have to sit in the Shadow. I felt great about that 
feeling and when I think about that moment, I saw Sean in a way I never saw before, happy that 
he was in church. That look I saw in Sean were prayers being answered for me. To worship at 
Church with Sean. Sean was able to listen to mass in English and I could also share some of  the 
ways I was raised at church with Altar rails, Smoke and Sanctus Bells.  
 
All was good with a great job in a wonderful church. In time I served at the Altar. We are who 
we are in the open with no judgments. Sean and I thrived at St. Anna’s. It was particularly good 
for both of  us.   There was something still missing for me. Possibly 9 years ago, I brought up 
the subject of  becoming a Deacon of  the Church. I thought maybe I was ready to do this and 
become a Deacon. Father did not believe I was ready for such a journey.  And Journey it will be. 
So, I started to do mission work within the LGBT community.   In time the LGBT community 
has developed a great relationship with St. Anna’s. The LGBT community has supported the 
Dowell House and Anna’s Place for several years now. The LGBT community holds Christmas 
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During the Prayers of  the People intercessions are invited.  Please send all prayer requests to: 
admin@stannanola.org 

Prayer Requests 

Sharing Time with Luigi Mandile—Training as a Deacon -Continued 

The Feast of  St. Francis of  Assisi 

Blessing of  the Pets 

Saturday October 03, 2020   

10:30 AM 

St. Anna’s Episcopal Church 

(Dodwell House, courtyard) 

1519 Esplanade Ave.  New Orleans 

504-947-2121 

Gift Giving to the children of  Anna’s Place and Easter baskets to those that may not have any-
thing for Christmas or Easter.   I pray that if  I happen to meet a young or senior Gay person that 
needs someone to talk to that they will know that they have me as someone they can speak with 
and trust. I would not want someone to have that Atomic Air Raid Drill feeling like I used to have.  
 
Four years ago, Father Terry approached me, asked if  I was still wanting to be a Deacon. I said yes 
and the process began. This has been an eye opening journey for me. I have been blessed with a 
true church family and many new friends in the LGBT community working together for the good 
of  our missions at St. Anna’s.  Blessed in so many ways knowing Parishioners and those parishion-
ers that have left us and found their new home in the Kingdom of  Heaven.  
 
The past three years of  school was not just reading the Bible. For me, it has been looking at my 
past and placing it into a different perspective then when I experienced it at the time it happened.   
This is the hardest of  all to do. I have concluded at this point of  my journey, it has not just been 
four years in the making, it has been in the making since 1978.   And this journey will continue 
and I am blessed to have the trust and prayers of  the people of  St. Anna’s.   
 
I am blessed and thank each of  you as I continue the next part of  my Journey with all of  you. 
 
Luigi  
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In Service to the Church 

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers 
 
Karen Judge—Host (leader) 
Stewart Chaplain—Greeter 
V P Franklin - Usher 
Nicole Gottschalk—Usher 
 
Audio Visual - Sean McLoughlin/Jack Craft 
 
Altar Servers: 
Luigi Mandile Thurifer 
Jaylyn Gottschalk Acolyte 

 

Now Receiving Vestry Nominations 
Servanthood Ministry takes many forms and this is one of  them. 

Each year the Vestry rotates two or three members off  of  Vestry. 

They are to be replaced by a like number for a 3 year term. 

 

† If  you are dedicated to the life of  St. Anna’s consider this ministry. 

 

†  If  you are Confirmed or Received into the Church consider this 
ministry. 

 

†  If  you want to help support the future of  St. Anna’s consider this 
ministry. 

 

†  If  you want to do just a little extra for the faithful consider this 
ministry.  

 

There is generally one or two hour meeting a month. One retreat per year. You 
will also be asked to engage in committees or work groups during your term. 

Prayerfully consider this commitment. Is God calling you to do the work of  the 
Church? 

Email Fr. Bill: fr.bill@stannanola.org 

Call the church with questions (504) 947-2121 



Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 
 
The word of  the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of  Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the Lord God, this 
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; 
the life of  the parent as well as the life of  the child is mine: it is only the person 
who sins that shall die. 
 
Yet you say, “The way of  the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of  Israel: Is 
my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn 
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 
iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn 
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and 
right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned away from 
all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall 
not die. Yet the house of  Israel says, “The way of  the Lord is unfair.” O house 
of  Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
 
Therefore I will judge you, O house of  Israel, all of  you according to your 
ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; 
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions 
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! Why will you die, O house of  Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death 
of  anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 

The Readings for 15th Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 21—Year A—Track 2 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

Voluntary  Creation by J. Hyden    J. Craft, cello/K. Leach piano  

Opening Hymn All hail the power of  Jesus’ name   Hymnal 450 

Gospel Hymn O how I love Jesus     LEVAS 95 v 1&4 

Offertory  The King of  love my shepherd is    Hymnal 645 

Communion  Have thine own way Lord    LEVAS 143 

   I the Lord of  sea and sky    WLP 812 

Closing Hymn Come thou font of  every blessing   Hymnal 686 



 
Psalm 25:1-8 Ad te, Domine, levavi 
 
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
and teach me your paths. 
 
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of  my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 
 
6 Remember not the sins of  my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of  your goodness, O Lord. 
 
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
 
8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 
 
 

Philippians 2:1-13 
 

If  then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: 
be of  the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of  one 
mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. Let each of  you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of  others. Let the same mind be in you that was 
in Christ Jesus, 
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who, though he was in the form of  God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 
 
but emptied himself, 
taking the form of  a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 
 
And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of  death-- 
even death on a cross. 
 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 
 
so that at the name of  Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 
and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of  God the Father. 
 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 

much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is 
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 
Matthew 21:23-32 

 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief  priests and the elders of  the people came to him as he 
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if  you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of  John come from heaven, 
or was it of  human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If  we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if  we say, ‘Of  human origin,’ we are afraid of  
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
Continued on next page 

The Lessons Continued 



About the [Track 2] First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Chapter 18 centers on the question of  individual responsibility, as raised by 
the proverb, “The parents have eaten sour grapes and the children’s teeth are 
set on edge” (18:2; Jeremiah 31:29-30). This saying recalls the ancient belief  
in corporate guilt rather than that of  the individual. 
 
Ezekiel defends God’s honor and righteousness and to offers comfort and 
hope to the exiles. He draws upon the slowly emerging idea of  individual 
responsibility, as found in the call to a personal examination of  conscience in 
the liturgical rite for access to the temple and in other prophetic warnings. 
 
Israel’s injustice blinds its understanding of  God’s ways. Yet God is free to 
promise life even to the wicked if  they repent. They are called to a renewal of  
covenant with the Lord and a new life. Only God’s purposes define true 
fairness. 
About the Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
Paul follows his exhortation to steadfastness in relation to the outside world 
(1:27-30) with an exhortation to harmony and to humility within the 
community of  believers. 
 
Verses 6-11 of  today’s passage are generally considered to be a pre-Pauline 
hymn to Christ that Paul adopted to make his own point. The hymn is poetic 
in rhythm and structure and contains a full outline of  Christian proclamation: 
divine preexistence (v. 6), incarnation (v. 7), death (v. 8), resurrection and 
celestial exaltation (v. 9), heavenly adoration (v. 10) and Jesus’ new title (v. 11). 
 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT: From our website link 
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“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he 
changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; 
and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of  the two did the will 
of  his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of  God ahead of  
you. For John came to you in the way of  righteousness and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes and even after you saw 



The first stanza (vv. 6-8) recounts Jesus’ own action. His “equality with God” is not a prize “to be 
exploited” for his own advantage. As God’s equal (divine), Jesus owes no service to anyone, but in 
his humanity, Jesus freely becomes a servant to God, obedient to God the Father for the purpose 
of  salvation. 
 
The second stanza of  the hymn (vv. 9-11) stresses God’s response to Jesus’ obedience. The name 
God has bestowed on Jesus is Lord, (Greek, Kyrios), the circumlocution used by Jews as a 
substitute for speaking the Name of  God, YHWH. This name is now given to Jesus, and the 
honor due to God is now due him. 
 
 
About the Gospel; Matthew 21:23-32 
The parable of  the two sons is found only in Matthew and is the first of  three parables on the 
judgment of  Israel. Jesus insists that actions, not words, are the ultimate signs of  obedience. Here 
Jesus defends his ministry of  inviting into God’s kingdom those outcast from Jewish society. Even 
though tax collectors and prostitutes live outside the law, they repent when the gospel of  the 
kingdom is offered to them. They push ahead into the kingdom of  God “ahead of ” (v. 31; or 
even “instead of ”) the leaders who have sworn obedience to the law, but who will not accept the 
work of  faith in the new law of  Jesus. 
 
John came to show “the way of  righteousness” (v. 32) through repentance, but the leaders of  the 
people did not heed him. They will accept the authority of  neither John nor Jesus. 
 
For the Reflection and Response go to: 
 

https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/be36ff56ek/#ezeki.2 
 

Our Readings for the Day Continued 
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Now a word from Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

 

"Women belong in all places where decisions are being made. It shouldn't 
be that women are the exception." 
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Community Notices 
Members of the community are invited to submit notices that may be of 

general interest to St. Anna’s and her friends.   Just email 
fr.bill@stannanola.or or admin@stannanola.org.  

This space is available for anyone in our 

faith community to “post a note” on our bulletin board. 

Need a job? 

Have something to sell? 

Know of  a great volunteer opportunity? 

This is the spot to go. So send those bulletin board posts to me 
and I will get them in: 

fr.bill@stannanola.org 

 

 



 Bits & Pieces 

“Tip Jar” Music series helps local musicians survive COVID pandemic shut down with 

regular online venue 

   
THURSDAY, Sept. 24, 6 p.m., The Storyville Stompers, free and open concert via 
Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,   
  
THURSDAY, Oct. 1, 6 p.m, Guitarist and Vocalist John Rankin, free and open concert via 
facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,  
  
 THURSDAY, Oct. 8, 6 p.m., Singer/Songwriter Michael Doussan, free and open concert via 
facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,   
  
THURDAY, Oct. 15, 6 p.m., Alexis and the Samurai, free and open concert via 
facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,  
  
THURSDAY, Oct. 22, 6 p.m., Free Feral Band, free and open concert via 
facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,  
  
Join us and share the live stream by hosting a watch party or share the notice on your 

FB page.  
 

WELCOME  

The Rev. Dr. Michael Kuhn 

Guest Priest 9-27-2020 
Fr. Kuhn has been a long time supporter of  St. 

Anna’s Church. He currently works at St. 
Martin’s Episcopal School and was the past 
Head Master at Trinity Episcopal School in 

New Orleans. 

Unknown to many is that during difficult times 
at St. Anna’s when we were without a priest 

Michael was a very present fixture as a supply 
priest. 

Michael is a Graduate of  The General 
Theological Seminary in NYC 

https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
https://www.facebook.com/stannanola
https://www.facebook.com/stannanola


Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for the Day 

1313 Esplanade Ave. 

New Orleans, LA. 70116 

Office: 504-947-2121 

Email:  admin@stannanola.org 

Sain t  Anna’s  

O GOD, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of  your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers 

of  your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

T
h

e
 P

a
ra

b
le

 o
f th

e
 T

w
o

 S
o

n
s

—
a

rtist u
n

k
n

o
w

n
 


