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The Episcopal Church: Engagement in a Pandemic

The Episcopal Church as an institution is guided by several
basic communities. The National Church points toward
where our theology leads us and provides oversight to our
mission work as a National and International Church. The
Diocese is a geographic territory in this case the toe of the
boot more or less that has a Bishop and a supporting cast
of Cannons (Assistants to the Bishop) The Standing
Committee (which legislates when the Annual Convention is
in recess), The Executive Board (handling the financial
affairs of the Diocese) and several other Committees that
help us be all that we can be.

More locally there are two types of churches: Missions which are smaller, and
are theoretically under the direction of the Bishop who may appoint a Priest
in Charge or Vicar . The clergy of that church report and are responsible to
the Bishop but may consult with a form of Vestry in the Mission Church. The
bottom line is that generally they are not financially independent.

Parish Churches are characteristically financially independent which generally
means they: pay their Diocesan Assessments; maintain their property and
related property costs i.e. insurance etc.; Rie & ‘i
provide for the support of a Rector and often
some sort of staff depending on the size of
the church. Parish Churches have some degree
of autonomy in the sense that hey hire their
own clergy (through a search process), staff,
and determine their own mission goals. The
church is usually guided by a collaboration
between the Rector (the head priest) and the Vestry. Each of these two
“offices” have separate duties, goals, and objectives. The Vestry, like the
Standing Committee, meets on a regular basis to provide oversight and
manage the secular affairs of the church. Often, like the Diocese there may be
many committees/ministries that help to fulfill the vision of what the patish
is. At St. Anna’s such might be Anna’s Place NOLA, Altar Guild, Choi,
Sunday School, Adult Christian Education. The groups may be large or small.
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NEWSLETTER TITLE

The Episcopal Church: Engagement in a Pandemic

The Rector is the spiritual head of the church. As such the role is one of
conducting worship, liturgy oversight, assisting with Pastoral Care, being a
vision bearer for the church and community, and providing the management of
the day to day affairs of the church. In larger parishes the management is often
spread out over a group of professionals which may or may not include clergy
staff. But that is not St. Anna’s we are a smaller church not a “Program Size”
church.

That is the essential layout of the Episcopal Church and how we are layered
with vocations, responsibilities, and ministries. All of which has put usin a
system and culture of organized shared ministries. But, what if our culture and
our behaviors change? One of the most significant shifts are resulting from
large scale disasters such as Katrina. Others are where we are today in this
Pandemic. We are also in a time of social disconnect. We, as a regional
community, are dividing ourselves with regularity. It would seem that one is
forced to “take sides.” It seems as though we must yet one must admit that it is
unfortunate.

How will The Church respond to these times? On the National level the
Episcopal Church has made several policy stands as well as social stands
regarding gun control, immigration, and ecology. Our Presiding Bishop has
enjoyed some national attention. Our own Diocese and Bishop have supported
the work of Together Baton Rouge and Together New Otleans which are local
advocacy groups. Our Bishop has supported PRIDE and written Pastoral
Letters about gun control. So the collective voice of the Diocese has been

heard.

Now, what about St. Anna’s? We are the local church serving the needs of
anyone wherever they may live. But our impact and heart remains in the
Downtown New Orleans area. We have a rich landscape with names like Tremé,
Saint Roch, Laffitte, and Marigny. We are spiritual and social stake holders in
one of the most historic and poorest parts of the City of New Orleans.

We have received many community awards for our faith in action. We have won
three Innovator of the Year Awards from Gambit; we have won a 2014 Faith
and Equality Award from Forum for Equality; we won an Angel of the Year
Award (Darryl Durham) from Blue Cross Blue Shield; we won the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jazz Award in 2011; we won Best Community Church award in
2012. We have received notice in The London Times, Chicago Tribune; CNN’s
360 Third Katrina Special; New Yorker Magazine; PBS Great Museums of the
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World; NPR State of the Reunion; and the list goes on including local networks
and print media. All of that is well and good and always fun to receive. But our
faith always asks—what are you doing today?

As you read each week a story wanders up from Anna’s Place NOLA and I
want to say it is much more vibrant than our little pieces might seem. This
program is changing lives. We often get a note about the Food Pantry which is
also sustaining and changing lives. Anything that says, “You matter. You are
important.” changes lives. We are constant thinking of new ministries that meet
needs that are presented to us.

I say presented to us because historically we have not gone out and planned a
ministry the ministries have come to us. Anna’s Place started humbly with a
talented musician who loved kids he asked to do a little something. Our Medical
Unit served hundreds of people and it started with a card table an out of work
nurse after Katrina. Our Food Pantry goes back years to some ladies who used
to come and make sandwiches at night, called The Night Owls, for distribution
to homeless folks. Our Mission to Musicians started with a notice that someone
would pay for musicians to play. We then gave a venue with income for over 100
musicians over three years. So, our missions, and there are more stories, all
started in humble ways. They came to us.

In this time of Pandemic several clergy and their congregations have struggled
with how to meet the needs of our people. BAM! The internet became the
darling of our world. Indeed it has opened many doors and invited many guests
into our church family.

We can do better. As an example those who have a Facebook account, can help
with “Share” notices from St. Anna’s. We can each take responsibility to “Share”
or host “Watch Parties” for our Mission to Musicians. We can all very
intentionally participate in our assigned Zoom meetings and if we are
technologically challenged, as I often am, make it know because there are so
= many other ways to participate in the life and ministry
of St. Anna’s. This publication is one vehicle for
> community. Do you have a story to share? Send it in.
Finally, is Church relevant? Only if we make it so. Is
Church an agent of change? Only if we make it so. In
this age of Pandemic communication and relationship
building is both exciting and challenging. Let’s make it
work; let’s share the Good News; let’s be pro-active in
the Body of Christ. Be blessed and wash your hands.
Stay in touch. And “Share.”
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Annga’s Place

“ Please welcome our new program coordinator,
Nakeisha Joiner. Nakeisha is a New Orleans native,
born and raised in the lovely Treme and Gentilly
area. She received her degree in Mass Communica-
tions from Dillard University and worked with the
Jazz and Heritage Festival Foundation before ac-
cepting the position with us at Anna's Place NOLA.
"I am so excited to help the young people in my
community.”

As a reminder, due to the pandemic, all Anna's
Place NOLA youth program sessions will be
provided remotely for Fall 2020. Program is set to start September 21st, 2020.

AND REMEMBER TO “LIKE US ON FACEBOOK”

Dear Volunteers: This is an update regarding logistics for the September 2020 Food Distribution.

Some proactive actions were taken in the last 48 hours when it appeared New Otleans potentially
could have been impacted by Hurricane Sally. In an effort to offer groceries to our Food Pantry
Families prior to any potential impacts of the storm groceries were packed on Sunday morning
and all of the families received a call indicating they could come and pick up their groceries. All
but 24 families out of 62 received their groceries Sunday and on Monday morning,
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Changes to Food Distribution Schedule for this coming weekend.

- Friday September 18th we are cancelling the Grocery Bag Packing event.

- Saturday September 19th

- We still are requesting the Delivery Teams to arrive at 9:00 am since we still have families that
could not pick up groceries and require delivery services. Please see list of Delivery Teams below.
- Front Door Distribution is also cancelled since the majority of these families received their
groceries. I will make sure the few that are left receive their groceries.

I remain available to address any questions you may have. We so appreciate all of you who remain
committed to the Food Pantry Ministry.

Peace - Br Don

RARRARRARARRARARRARARRARRRRARRRRET
# FOXNEWS 8 - Morning Show THIS Friday

gDarryl Durham and the “Tip Jar Ministry” Interview!!g
NRNRRRRRANRRIRRRNRNRNRIRIRRNRNRNRIRIRRNRNII

9-17-2020 The Mission to Musicians lI—Tip Jar
Ministry Features Pianist Andre Bohren

Andre Bohren is a classical pianist head-
quartered in New Orleans. Bohren is a life-
long musician with eclectic tastes. His early
obsessions were with Peruvian flutes and
1950's rock, followed by classical piano and
then syncopated funk. At the age of 16, he
y performed Gershwin's _Rhapsody In Blue_
-~ with the Wyoming Symphony Orchestra as

featured piano soloist. He toured the United

States and Europe with his father, American
% > roots musician Spencer Bohren, for several

b : years. He also founded the eclectic funk-

~ - rock band, Johnny Sketch and the Dirty

B Notes. Bohren spent neatly a decade focus-
ing on piano. He studied under Dr. Janet
Ahlquist for five years, another two years
under Dr. John Murphy at Loyola Univer-
sity. (Taken from French Quarter Fest Bio)
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'From Brother Todd

To the Beloved Community of St. Anna's,

When Tim decided that we were going to make the move across the
country in December of 2018 from Chicago to New Otleans, we
had a lot of questions. We did have one thing locked in though. We
knew we were coming to St. Anna's. Friends from Illinois, New

i York, California told us that we just had to go to St. Anna's. Boy, are
we glad we listened. Our first time at St. Anna's was the Feast of the
Epiphany in January of last year. We were in town for a week
tinalizing where we were going to live. We were blown away
immediately by the love, openness, and faithfulness of this
Episcopal Church in the Treme. We moved to New Orleans three
months later and found ourselves back on Palm Sunday....a second
line, crawfish boil, worship in the street, boundless joy, dancing, and the warmest greeting we had
ever experienced. Wow! You made us feel at home in an instant.

Over the last 18 months, I have prayed with you, worshipped with you, served, preached, partied,
cried, and made life-long friends. Early into my time with you, I was received Bishop Thompson
and given license to exercise my Dominican vocation of preaching throughout this diocese. My
time with you at Sunday Mass became less and less as I became an itinerant preacher in the
diocese, started leading retreats, working with our youth, and more. During the pandemic, we saw
each other even less...mostly online for Compline and occasionally on a Sunday morning when I
acted as a cameraman for B live masses before we got our professional installation.

The work that God has given me to do will continue to make it rare that I will see you on Sundays.
Earlier this year, Bishop Thompson asked me to serve as his Chaplain which means (when we
open up more fully) I will be accompanying him on his Episcopal visits for confirmations,
baptisms, etc. On the Sundays where he does not have things scheduled, I will be preaching at
churches all over the diocese. There is not a Sunday that I am not engaged for the rest of 2020
and beyond. Today (9.10), Bishop Thompson made me a Diocesan Brother. This means that I will
be more closely attached to our cathedral and that the Bishop and the clergy of the cathedral will
be my primary pastoral support. There are several projects and appointments that are in front of
me as I am positioned now to be a resource to the diocese and less to a local parish.

Prayer Requests

During the Prayers of the People intercessions are invited. Please send all prayer requests to:

admin(@stannanola.org
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In Service to the Church

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers

Kirk Toups—Host (leader)
Rebecca Henley—Greeter
Gary Van Vonderan - Usher
Roberta Wilson—Usher

Audio Visual - Zach Booth/Jack Craft
Altar Servers:

Bill Glew Thurifer
Derri Parker Acolyte

Brother Todd Continued:

That does not mean you are getting rid of me! I am still planning on continuing
ministry to our homeless neighbors in the name of St. Anna's as well as praying
Compline with you four nights a week...and I even may pop up in your pulpit
from time to time. And, as things open up more widely, you'll see much more of
Tim again.

In my time with the Bishop today, I referred to St. Anna's as, "A jewel in the
crown of the Diocese of Louisiana". I meant it. In traveling through our diocese
there is NO OTHER PLACE like St. Anna's. I think you probably know that. St.
Anna's is a holy and incarnational place. That is probably why when I talk to
folks about you I call you "Grandma's" (St. Anna being St. Mary's mother and
therefore Jesus' grandmother). Like most of our grandmas, you loved me,
supported me, and made me feel like I was coming home every time I stepped
in. That is unique and special and I hope that you never lose sight of that.

It has been a joy and delight to serve Jesus and help to usher in his kingdom with
you in our corner of this amazing city.

I'd like to express my love and thanks to each of you, lay and clergy. You are
making a difference and I am so excited to see what God does through your vital
ministry.

Affectionately, Your Brother, Todd
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The Readings for 15th Sunday After Pentecost
Proper 19—Year A—Track 2

Jonah 3:10-4:11

When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would
bring upon them; and he did not do it.

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to

the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own
country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you
are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life
from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it
right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east
of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade,
waiting to see what would become of the city.

A Word to from C. S. Lewis

“Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it's thinking of
yourself less .”

Voluntary
Opening Hymn
Gospel Hymn
Offertory

Communion

Closing Hymn

Hymn Selections for Worship

Wondrons Love

Singing songs of expectation Hymnal 527

We are all one in mission WLP 778 v. 1 and 4
It is well with my soul LEVAS 188

Come with us O blessed Jesus Hymnal 336

On eagles wings WLP 810

Jesus in the morning LEVAS 71
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The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very
happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed
a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God
prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so
that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to
die than to live.”

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And
he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned
about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it
came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand
trom their left, and also many animals?”

Psalm 145:1-8 Exaltabo te, Deus

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, *
and bless your Name for ever and ever.

2 Every day will I bless you *
and praise your Name for ever and ever.

3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
there is no end to his greatness.

4 One generation shall praise your works to another *
and shall declare your power.

5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *
and all your marvelous works.

6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, *
and I will tell of your greatness.

7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; *
they shall sing of your righteous deeds.

8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.

Philippians 1:21-30

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is
far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for
your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.
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The Lessons Continued

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see
you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving
side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your
opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's
doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of
suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear
that I still have.

Matthew 20:1-16
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out eatly in the morning to hire

laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them
into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is
right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the
same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them,
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said
to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to
his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to
the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received
the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying,
“These last worked only one hout, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you
no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; 1
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the
first will be last.”

An image of unknown
Greek origin. But with text that
comments upon our text today.




Page 11 A WEEKLY BLAST

I
SPOTLIGHT: Taken from our website link

About the First Reading: Jonah 3:10-4:11

Unlike the other prophetic books, the book of Jonah is not a collection of
oracles, but a didactic story about a prophet. It illustrates the principle of
human accountability and God’s freedom and is a reminder of the availability
of God’s mercy to all through Israel’s mission to the nations.

Nineveh’s repentance and God's response anger Jonah. He knows that God
has always demonstrated generosity to Israel, but Jonah rebels against that
mercy being extended to other people. Jonah characterizes God (4:2) in a
summary statement found throughout the Old Testament. This is probably
an eatly cultic confession of faith.

Jonah feels that the meaning of his life has been taken away. He may fear that
God’s kindness to these Gentiles means the end of Israel’s privileged status
with God. He forgets that Israel, too, deserves only destruction but receives
compassion. And although Jonah received mercy personally, he wants justice
untempered by any reprieve for Nineveh. The concern he exhibits for the
withered plant is a pale shadow of the care God has for the inhabitants of
heathen Nineveh, for both human and beast.

In the New Testament, the repentance and deliverance of Nineveh stand as a
warning sign to the unbelieving Jews. Those who repent from the heart
receive the fullness of God's generous mercy although they have earned only
wrath.

About the Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30

The church in Philippi was Paul’s first congregation formed on European
soil, and his relationship with it remained consistently warm and close.
Because of Paul’s references to being imprisoned and to the imperial guard
(1:13), it was often thought that this letter was written from Rome about AD
62. Some scholars now believe that it was written earlier from Ephesus,
where the praetorian guard was also stationed.

In today’s selection, Paul meditates upon the possibility of imminent
execution. For Paul, both life and death are under the rule of Christ. Though
life means communion with Christ, death will bring even fuller communion.
Life, however, includes the opportunity to serve Christ further.
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Our Readings for the Day Continued

About the Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

The parable of the laborers in the vineyard is found only in Matthew. The point of the parable lies
in the landowner’s actions and is thus sometimes called the parable of the generous employer. The
question “Are you envious because I am generous?” (v. 15) may be more literally translated “Is
your eye evil because I am good?” An “evil eye” indicates a jealous, ungenerous, envious attitude.

Matthew has chosen to set the parable before the Zebedee brothers’ question on precedence
(20:20-27). Thus it stands as a reminder to disciples in the Church that the first may again become
last it they grumble at the reward the Lord gives to others, even to latecomers. The strength of
Jesus” message is found in his words about God’s generosity. God, as supreme Judge, has the right
to say “I grant mercy to whom I will.”

Reflection and Response

“No fair!” we whine when the immigrant gets elected mayor and the minority student wins the
scholarship. When we read today’s gospel we seethe like children cheated out of recess. Why are
we so uncomfortable with this parable?

One reason for our discomfort may be our deeply ingrained North American work ethic. “By
gum, I’ve earned it!” we crow, clinging to our treasured piece of the pie. Yet this same ethic is too
rigid to admit the Spirit.

What we fail to recognize when we criticize the latecomers is how much we ourselves have
received as gift. Perhaps Paul epitomizes this grateful spirit when he writes to the Philippians from
prison. Never does he whine about life’s unfairness, nor does he resent those who walk free
outside the bars of his cell. Instead, he focuses on Christ’s triumph: his personal fate is secondary
to how Christ is exalted in him. In his perspective, dying loses its horror and can be seen as gain.

If we are still uncomfortable with the twist in the parable, we can recall times when we were
tiguratively hired last, yet still received full pay. At least once in our lives, we encountered a
generous parent, teacher, spouse or employer who dismissed the categories, waived the rules and
dealt with us as needy humans. If we are honest, we know we have squeaked around the deadline;
we have been forgiven for unforgivable actions and words.

We need to be shaken by readings like those we encounter today. If Jesus’ parable breaks the shell
of habit, disturbs our comfortable routines and redirects our way of thinking, then it has done its
job and impelled us toward reform. As John Dominic Crossan says in The Dark Interval, parables
“shatter the deep structure of our accepted world...remove our defenses and make us vulnerable
to God.” At that moment, we see how astonishing this God is.

Quietly consider: When have I been like the workers hired last and paid for a full day? When have
I resented them?
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Community Notices

- Members of the community are invited to submit notices that may be of
general interest to St. Anna’s and her friends. Just email :
fr.bill@stannanola.or or admin@stannanola.org.
Research Assistant Needed. If you are interested in doing historical
research for the church please contact Fr. Terry by phone or email, (504)
947-2121 or fr.bill@stannanola.org

T Painting Volunteer needed it is time to put on two solid coats of paint
in the sacristy. A small one person space if interested please contact Fr.
Bill.
Y
This space is available for anyone in our
’ faith community to “post a note” on our bulletin board.

Need a job?
Have something to sell?
Know of a great volunteer opportunity?

This is the spot to go. So send those bulletin board post it to me
and I will get them in:

fr.billl@stannanola.or




Bits & Pieces

“Tip Jar” Music series helps local musicians survive COVID pandemic shut down with

regular online venue

THURSDAY, Sept. 24, 6 p.m., The Storyville Stompers, free and open concert via

Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,

THURSDAY, Oct. 1, 6 p.m, Guitarist and Vocalist John Rankin, free and open concert via

facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,

THURSDAY, Oct. 8, 6 p.m., Singer/Songwritet Michael Doussan, free and open concert via
facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,

THURDAY, Oct. 15, 6 p.m., Alexis and the Samurai, free and open concert via

facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,

THURSDAY, Oct. 22, 6 p.m., Free Feral Band, free and open concert via
facebook, https://www.facebook.com/stannanola,

Join us and share the live stream by hosting a watch party or share the notice on your
FB page.

We are also looking for band sponsors to help defray related expenses and provide for a minimum gift to the
band. For information on becoming a Sponsor contact either Darry(@.stannanola.org or

[frbill@stannanola.org

Dodwell House Committee Update
The Historic District Landmarks Commission (HDILC) and the City Planning Commission
have given their approval for the renovations at Dodwell House and the City Council will be
reviewing in the coming month. Of note, it is reported that several members of the City
Planning Commission expressed their enthusiasm and support for the project. In the
meantime, we are working with our architects and a couple of contractors in our ongoing
effort to make the vision real.

The Dodwell House Extravaganza
St. Anna’s Episcopal Church holds its 10th Annual Extravaganza on Saturday, October 24, 7
PM via Facebook Live Stream at https://www.facebook.com/stannanola to benefit Anna's
Place NOLA programs and refurbishing the historic Treme Dodwell House to host and
support the church’s expanded community missions.
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Saint Anna’s

1313 Esplanade Ave.

New Orleans, LA. 70116

Office: 504-947-2121

Email: admin@stannanola.org

Our Mission

Y

t. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare
the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and

hospitality. "

The Collect for the Day

RANT US, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even

now, ,while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that
shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. AMEN

Image created by Rev. Dr. Marty Carney from his oil painting after the 1950 woodcut by Fritz Eichenberg, ""Christ of the Breadlines."”



