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Humble Heroes

The pandemic has altered many things. Our lives are necessarily
adjusting to new ways; new circumstances; and new patterns of life.
These major social transitions are never easy even if we have experience
with broad based trauma. In fact if you survived something like Katrina
this may be all that much harder to live into.

Yet, our Creator has made us an adaptable species. The world begins to
adjust to its circumstances. Our prayers begin to be answered in new
and remarkable ways. Not as we want them but as the Creator wants
them. In and among the varied challenges and opportunities of this
present time are people who quietly offer themselves in service to
others. There is a quiet humility to these folks. There is no desire for
acknowledgement or adulation. I
am mindful that our Lord teaches
us to pray in secret and this is
what he is talking about.

This is Roberta Wilson, a very
long time member of St. Anna’s.
Roberta normally sings in the
choir and offers her volunteer
service with regularity.

During this time of pandemic
such volunteerism helps the staff
that is working so hard to meet
the needs of the community as
well as the needs of the parish.

Continued on page 3
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Anna’s Place Youth Programs by Brianna Carr

Hello St. Anna’s! Here ate a few updates from Anna's Place for the
community :

(1) Anna's Place is set to start virtual programming for the fall on September
21st, 2020. We are still working to connect our families to resources.

(2) For the next five months Anna's Place NOLA youth program staff with
Fr. Bill will be working on a long term plan for our youth programs to meet
community needs.

(3) Anna's Place NOLA is raising funds for our 2021 youth program through
Give 8/28. Please reach out ” I —
to Miss. Bri for more AR N\ | 7_ ;
information the Anna's Place ~ A
NOLA site is currently under
construction.

(4) We are so excited to
announce that a new
member has joined the
Anna’s Place NOLA Team.
Please welcome Chris
Palascios, he has accepted
the position as our new
administrative assistant.

Transitions 2—A Barna Report Study
A SERIES ON TRANSITIONS WHEN A PASTOR LEAVES A CHURCH

Unfortunately, communication with and to congregants is often neglected during transitions.
When surveyed, exactly half of congregants (50%) strongly agree their church
communicated clearly on a plan and process for succession. A little under one-third of
respondents (31%) agreed that the congregation had a high degree of input in the succession

process.

This will be a multi-part series...
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—
The Mission to Musicians Il aka “Tip Jar’” Ministry is taking off!

Join us this Thursday at 6:00 p.m. If you cannot be with us
then find us on our YouTube Channel at St. Anna’s
Episcopal Church New Otleans. This week we enjoy Mike
Doussan.

"Mike Doussan’s story is intrinsic to the human condition.
There’s pain and pleasure, grit and grace, but much like the
city of New Orleans and music itself, true beauty rises from
chaos. His songs are proof." -(Brett

HUMBLE HEROES continued...

Humble witness has a certain power to it. If offers
grace in action simply bound to serve.

To the right is Ken Leach. Ken is our organist; Youth

Choral Development Director; and member of St.

Anna’s church for about three years now. What many
don’t know is that each week Ken works
with Anna’s Place children in reading
programs and in the arts program. What
many also don’t know is that he and Kirk
Toups got together and agreed to start
cleaning the church during this time of
pandemic. Grace in action. St. James
would nod his head in approval.

It is not only these people but others that
devote their time and energy to serve the community yet
without a need for recognition. Humble Heroes indeed.
There is a crew that shows up on a Friday evening and
Saturday to pack bags, to deliver food, to offer love in real
ways. Not every person that does this good work is a
member of St. Anna’s Church yet Grace flows from them
as bags are packed or delivered.

So, the spotlight this week is on the dozens of humble
heroes both at St. Anna’s and beyond who each day
manage to serve, to care, and to make this world a better
place. They are the real angels among us. God bless us one
and all.
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A Word to from Archbishop William Temple
“When I pray, coincidences happen,

and when I don't, they don't.”

Will we survive or thrive?

Each of you must give as yon have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every
blessing in abundance, so that by always having enongh of everything, you may share
abundantly in every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:7-8

Corinthian’s. In Paul’s letter to the Corinthian’s he is encouraging them to
take up a collection. He would then deliver that collection to the home
church in Jerusalem. His promise is that if the church is faithful in giving they
will be blessed. He points out that God provides gifts a plenty if we have eyes
to recognize the bounty given to us by our Lord. It is out of that bounty, not
scarcity, that we are to give.

The Pandemic has forced so many households to conserve their resources.
For others, this economic tragedy threatens housing and food security let
alone medical access and education. The basics. Yet, many still enjoy an
income and many are still able to meet the daily needs of their households.

Your church has become a virtual church to most. In so doing it becomes a
bit distant. It is easy to lose the discipline of “going to church.” I believe this
very true when the “church” is confined to a tablet or monitor. Yet, we
continue in the prayers, the breaking of the bread, and the work that the
Apostles called us to do. The church, as institution, continues on. The
Church, as people, becomes challenging. Yet, there must be some comfort in
simply knowing that The Church, your Church, is still doing what it always
has.

According to our Treasurer we are $60,000 behind in plate and pledge. That
is significant. This does not mean St. Anna’s is closing nor does it mean lay
offs. But it is an indication of the dramatic decline in giving. We have a plan.
But wouldn’t it be wonderful to use reserve funds for mission and ministry?
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Is it possible for our collective St. Anna’s community to consider giving
if we have neglected this part of our spiritual discipline? When we give
we are providing for the general welfare of all who access the gift of St.
Anna as Church. When we give we empower The Church to continue its
work in mending spirits, empowering the disempowered, in feeding
some, in providing for the general welfare of others. When we give we
place ourselves in the center of a space that exists to reach for
something beyond ourselves, to listen, to heal, to focus us constantly on
love.

If you can, it your household is able, consider renewing your pledge to
the church, consider giving what you can—always with a cheerful heart.

The question before us all, as The Church, is during this time will we
survive or thrive? Will we be that little church that does so much more?

In Service to the Church

Team 2 Hospitality Ministers 8/23/20

Kirk Toups (Team Leader) Host
Greeter - Rebecca Henley

Gary VanVonderan - Usher
Roberta Wilson- Usher

Zach Booth - Audio Visual

Altar Servers:
Charlie Gottschalk, Sub Deacon
Bill Glew, Thurifer

Throwback Highlight:

Luigi was named Magnolia Stroll Queen for 2016. All
funds raised on that bar hop went to Anna’s Place
NOLA.

Our future Deacon!
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The Readings for 12th Sunday After Pentecost

Isaiah 51:1-6

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the LORD.

Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father

and to Sarah who bore you;

or he was but one when I called him,

but I blessed him and made him many.

For the LORD will comfort Zion,;

he will comfort all her waste places,

and will make her wilderness like Eden,

her desert like the garden of the LORD;

joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

Listen to me, my people,

and give heed to me, my nation;

for a teaching will go out from me,

and my justice for a light to the peoples.
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out

and my arms will rule the peoples;

the coastlands wait for me,

and for my arm they hope.

Voluntary
Opening Hymn
Gospel Hymn
Offertory

Communion

Closing Hymn

Hymn Selections for Worship

Jerusalen: my Happy Home

The Churches One Foundation Hymnal 525
I Believe in God Almighty WLP 768
Nearer My God to Thee LEVAS 54
I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord Hymnal 304
This is my body LEVAS 156
He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands LEVAS 130
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Lift up your eyes to the heavens,

and look at the earth beneath;

for the heavens will vanish like smoke,

the earth will wear out like a garment,

and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,

and my deliverance will never be ended.

Psalm 138
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; *

before the gods I will sing your praise.

I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your Name, *

because of your love and faithfulness;

For you have glorified your Name *
and your word above all things.

When I called, you answered me; *
you increased my strength within me.

All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, *
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

They will sing of the ways of the LORD, *
that great is the glory of the LORD.

Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; *
he perceives the haughty from afar.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.

The LORD will make good his purpose for me; *

O LORD, your love endures for ever;

do not abandon the works of your hands.

Romans 12:1-8

12 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
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The Readings for Sunday cont.

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one
body we have many members, and not all the members have the same

function, ®>so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. ¢ We have gifts that differ according to the grace given
to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Matthew 16:13-20

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”” 14 And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” 1> He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it. 1° I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed
in heaven.” 20 Then
he sternly ordered
the disciples not to
tell anyone that he
was the Messiah.




Page 9

A WEEKLY BLAST

SPOTLIGHT: Notes on the Readings
Taken from our website link https://
www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/be36ff56ek/

About the [Track 2] First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6

In today’s reading, Isaiah calls upon the disheartened exiles to remember
God’s acts in the past so as to be prepared for their deliverance in the future.
“Rock” is a description for God (17:10, 44:8; Deuteronomy 32:4, 18; Psalm
18:2), but here the author may be stressing instead Israel’s fundamental
character or solidarity in time with the patriarchs. As the Lord fulfilled the
promise to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3) against all hope, so God will redeem
Israel now.

Isaiah cries out against the lack of justice and righteousness in Judah (1:21,
5:7), but repeats his hope (2:1-4) that Jerusalem will be the center from which
God’s instruction and justice will be offered to the Gentiles (42:4). By God’s
arm the world was made and the Israelites were brought out of bondage. In
like manner God’s arm will rule all the nations of the world. While the
wicked are as ephemeral as the created world.

About the Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20

Today’s reading recounts Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Christ (Mark 8:27-
29; Luke 9:18-20; John 6:67-69), and Jesus’ proclamation of Peter as the rock.
The common expectation was that the Christ, the Davidic Messiah, would
reestablish kingly rule in some final way (24:3; Acts 1:6). Jesus radically
reinterprets this expectation by joining it immediately to the charge to his
disciples not to use this term and to the prediction of his suffering, death,
and resurrection.

In Matthew, two titles, “Son of Man” and “Son of God,” are brought
together to affirm and expand the understanding of the Messiah. Jesus asks
his disciples for the popular opinion of the “Son of Man.” This is the term
Jesus has chosen as his self-designation for his public ministry on earth

(8:20).

The disciples’ reply is based upon common expectations (14:2; Malachi 4:5).
In Matthew, Peter’s confession includes “the Son of the living God.”
Whereas “Son of Man” is the title Jesus gives himself, “Son of God” is the
title given to Jesus by those who truly recognize who he is: the demons
(8:29), the disciples (14:33), the Roman soldiers at the cross (27:54). The
authorities and crowds use it only in derision (27:40, 43).


https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/be36ff56ek/
https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/be36ff56ek/
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Our Readings for the Day, continued.

Verses 17-19 are found only in Matthew. Jesus responds that Peter’s confession
is based upon revelation from God, not upon human sources (11:25), and is
the kind of faith on which the Church will be founded. In the gospels, the
word “church” (Greek, “ekklesia”) occurs only here and in 18:17. This word
was used in the Greek translation of the Old Testament and in other writings
to designate both the assembly of the whole people of Israel and the local
synagogue. Here it seems to refer to the people of God, the Church, as a
whole.

The terms “bind” and “loose” are technical terms either for the teaching
authority of a rabbi to interpret a law as obligatory or non-obligatory in a given
case, or the disciplinary authority to exclude from or admit to the congregation.
It is this power that the Pharisees have misused (23:4,13), and that is given to
all the disciples in 18:18. As he does throughout this section (chapters 14-17),
Matthew here weaves together Christology (who Jesus is) and ecclesiology (the
Church as the people of God assembled in faith).

A letter to the good people of the Diocese of Louisiana (July 27th)

“Have mercy on me, O God, for my enemies are hounding me;
All day long they assanlt and oppress me.
They hound me all the day long
Truly there are many who fight against me, O Most High.
Whenever I am afraid
I will put my trust in_you.
In God, whose word I praise,
In God I trust and will not be afraid,
For what can flesh do to me?
All day long they damage my canse;
Their only thought is to do me evil.”
Psalm 56:1-5

This Psalm was part of the reading for Monday’s morning prayer. As I read the words out
loud they washed over me like tiny pebbles in the rushing water. It is not difficult to feel
the movement of one stone, but together many can curve a river or smooth a jagged boul-
der. The surge of overwhelming odds can so damage nature where the only right action is
to bend or retreat into a place of refuge. The psalmist has chosen to find a resting place in
God’s presence where healing can take place and possible right action can be attained.

The reason this Psalm spoke so powerfully has to do with the voices I’'m hearing from
clergy and our school administrators. COVID19 has presented us with almost untenable
decisions. When we had to shutter our church buildings the thought of not having “in-
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house” worship was almost too much to bear. Only once in my entire 39 years of ordained ministry have I
closed the church, one Sunday due to an ice storm. To shut down “in-house” worship is unthinkable, yet
for the sake of our health we followed the guidance of the medical experts and we adapted. One of the
most significant outcomes is we learned that “church” is not a building. “Church” is the body of God’s
children. We miss in-person moments but “church” continues in new and creative ways.

Our schools met the same lot as our churches. Our schools were forced to dispense with in-person teach-
ing and adopt an on-line formation. Was it what we wanted? No, but it was what was asked of us for the
health of students, faculty and staff.

Since the beginning of the virus, the ebb and flow of COVID19 has been hard on all of us. It seems we
take one step forward, then two steps back. We open and then are forced to close. We are learning to be
nimble. Itisn’t fun, but it is what we need to do for the health of ourselves and our neighbors. This
brings me to the issues at hand, the affect COVID19 is having on us as people of God.

I have spent the last few months listening to clergy and school administrators speak about how difficult the
movement of the virus has been on them emotionally, spiritually and physically. They are being asked to
shift gears in mid-stream. They make plans to open only to be told to change those plans. They hear from
one person that he/she will leave the school or church if things aren’t opened up. The next phone call is
from another person who says he/she will leave if the church or school is opened. One teacher says he
will leave if he has to teach in person, while another teacher says she will leave if she is not allowed to teach
in person. And so it goes.

In the Episcopal baptism covenant one of the questions asked of everyone is, “Will you respect the dignity
of every human being?” The answer is, “I will with God’s help.” One could argue that this is the core of
what it means to be an Episcopalian and the mission of our Episcopal schools. One cannot say they love
God if they don’t love and respect the dignity of their neighbor. If we can’t live this question what are we
desiring to live? Some of the conversations I've had with individuals fall short of this way of being. The
anger of individuals towards clergy and school administrators has, quite frankly, been dreadful. I realize
the pressure and uncertainty everyone is under, but when we begin to vilify others because they are not
doing what we see fit, we need to take a step back and reflect, am I being the person God desires me to

be?
The Psalmist ends the psalm with these words:

“T am bound by the vow I made to you, O God,
I will present to you thank-offerings;
For you have rescued my soul from death and my feet from stumbling
That 1 may walk before God in the light of the living.”

My friends, we are in the midst of a difficult and fearful time. Our clergy and school administrators are do-
ing the best they can. Let us give thanks to God for their presence and the leadership they bring. They
have made a commitment to care for everyone under their charge. Let us all be mindful of the vows we
made to God and live them fully.

I am as always

Your servant in God,

The Rt. Rev. Morris K. Thompson, Jr.
Bishop of Louisiana



FOOD PANTRY: Grocery List

List of Requested Food Items

Canned Vegetables
Canned Tuna packed in Water
Box Side Dishes (Hamburger Helper, Scalloped Potatoes...)
Cornbread Mix (Jiffy ..)
Spaghetti Sauce
Small Bottles of Honey
Peanut Butter
1 1Ib Bags of Dry Beans
1 Ib Bags of Rice
Crackers
Boxes of Mac & Cheese
Apple Sauce Pouches or Fruit Cups)

If you are attending in-person worship drop off food in Narthex. If
you are not doing in-person worship food may be dropped off M-F
trom 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. We need your contributions.

ZOOM INVIATION FOR New Testament Class

Topic: New Testament w/Lori Ranner
This Sunday

Join Zoom Meeting
bttps:/ [ us02web.zoom.us/ j/ 2342048859 2pwd=OFQwUDB0cklgl kowKz/KUTUTWEZW dz09
Meeting ID: 823 4204 8859
Pass code: 801669
One tap mobile
+13462487799,,82342048859# US (Houston)

NOTE: Registering for class does not automatically register you for
in-person worship. You will still need to make a reservation by calling the
church or by emailing to admin@stannanola.org .
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Our Mission

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare
the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and

hospitality. "

The Collect for the Day

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being
gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit,
may show forth your power among all peoples to the
glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. AMEN



