
 We, as a church family, have all known and rejoiced in Stewart Butler’s 
presence among us. His smile, his grace, his attention to all around him. 
Stewart cared, it seems, for everyone.  Stewart was a long time and 
faithful member of  the church. He was always notated for his dress and 
demeanor. He was generous and supportive of  our ministries. The 
smaller Anna statue was a gift to the church by Stewart in memory of  
his soul mate Alfred.  
 
Stewart’s memorial service, even in this pandemic, will reflect the impact 
that he has had on our community and on our church. Stewart, as many 
know, was a social justice and rights advocate for all minorities and 
marginalized people but in particular the LGBTQ+ community.  In 

addition Stewart surrounded 
himself  with talented and 
caring folks. Some of  the 
folks were adopted along 
the way by him. This 
wonderful cohort of  people 
call themselves “The 
Family” and it truly is a 
family. As you may expect 
many of  the family 
members will attend this 
send off  for Stewart. So, in 
this issue we remember with 
fondness and love our friend 
and prophet Stewart. 

Funeral Mass for our beloved 
Stewart Perry Butler -   

Friday August 21st at 7:00 p.m.  
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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  If  you are a member of  Saint Anna’s Church 
and if  you wish to attend Stewarts Memorial Service THEN you must make res-
ervations NOW. Space is very limited.  



Anna’s Place Youth Programs by Brianna Carr 

Anna's Place afterschool is set to start September 21st! We are so excited to 
engage with the students, once again, through a virtual platform. This Fall 
our students will enjoy music and fun while receiving academic support. To 
get involved please reach out to Miss Bri at apdirector@stannanola.org  

We would like to extend our thanks to a few wonderful individuals for 
donating to Anna's Place students as they begin school during COVID. 
Thank you V.P. Franklin, William and Lisa Raisner, and New Orleans Central 
City Lions Club, your contributions will help almost thirty of  our students 
with resources for virtual learning this year! 

This is Felein—ENJOY! 

Yes he is a student from Anna’s 
Place.  

Yes, he’s a great young man.  

Support  

Anna’s Place NOLA 

Give a donation 

using the website 
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Transitions—A Barna Report Study 
 

Communication Is Key During Transitions—But Is Often Neglected 
It’s clear that communication is a strong factor in the experience during and 
success of  a transition. In pastoral transitions that had positive outcomes, 41 
percent of  congregants said the plan and process of  succession was 
communicated very clearly. By contrast, more than half  of  congregants who 
had more negative experiences (53%) say the communication was not very 
clear. Throughout this study, Barna saw that, regardless of  the type of  
leadership transition and other factors surrounding it, communication 
emerged as a key to success for all parties involved.  

 

This will be a multi-part series... 

mailto:apdirector@stannanola.org


 

New Orleans Folkloric is a group of  New Orleans born drummers, and singers preserving New 
Orleans street rhythms, dance, and song style. We continue the legacy that ended in Congo Square but 
continued throughout the various neighborhoods in the city. Even though drumming was banned, the 
rhythms live on through the blood of  the people. 
 
We use different acoustic instruments with the intent to capture the spirit of  the New Orleans, with socially 
conscience lyrics and tributes to our Heroes and Sheroes. 
 

Group members:  Ruben Watts, Peter Boutte, Baba Alonzo, Harris Parson 
 
 

The M2M II is an outreach ministry developed by Darryl Durham and Jack 
Craft in an effort to provide support for local musicians during this pandemic. 
The idea is to offer a good venue; insure safe social distancing; provide quality 
audio and visual access. Then with all of  that invite musicians to provide a 
“tip jar” using one of  several apps or donations can be made directly to St. 
Anna’s with our new options “Mission to Musicians II.” We also hope to 
expand this ministry to provide health and wellness information to the 
community. The GREAT news is that we have some supper bands lined up. 

Here is the schedule: 
 
August 13 - New Orleans Folkloric (percussion ensemble)  

August 20 - Mike Doussan (singer/songwriter)  

August 27 - Panorama Jazz Band (5 pieces) 

TUNE IN at 6:00 p.m. for live stream on St. Anna’s Facebook page. You may also find 
their concert at a later time on our site by scrolling down the page. HOST A WATCH 
PARTY….it’s one of  the best ways on FB to increase audiences. Don’t forget to tip and 
please try to be as generous as you can.  
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“Help keep the 

music ALIVE!” 

The Mission to Musicians II aka “Tip Jar” Ministry is taking off! 
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Drivers Needed! 

We are continuing to deliver groceries to our Anna’s Place 
Student families. We need at least two more delivery teams. 
Help us if  you can; it only takes a few hours each month.  

A Word to from Archbishop Michael Ramsey 
“Mystical experience is given to some.  

But contemplation is for all Christians.”  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

 

Volunteer English teachers needed!  All classes taught on 
Zoom.  Training and curriculum provided.  Morning and 

evening slots available.  Program is through Catholic Chari-
ties.  For more information, call Claire Brooks, (504) 481-

4281.  

Food Donations for the benefit of  our pantry may be dropped off  each Sunday as 
you worship. Or, if  at home donations on-line using our website will support this vital 

ministry.  

Don’t forget the good folks 
that supported us when this 
whole thing started. Besides 
Ron’s Gumbo is good stuff  

yeah! 
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Throwback Highlight: 

2008 Vestry Visioning Retreat with notables Mary Dodwell, Peter Grey, 
Louise Bush, and Luigi in his first year as Admin.  

Solomon Episcopal Conference Center 

In Service to the Church 

Team 1 Hospitality Ministers 8/16/20 
 
Karen Judge (Team Leader) Host 
Stewart Chaplain - Greeter 
V.P. Franklin - Usher 
Nicole Gottschalk - Usher 
 
Audio Visual - Sean McLoughlin 
 
Altar Servers: 
Luigi Mandile, Sub Deacon 
Deri Parker, Thurifer 



Isaiah 56:1. 6-8 

Thus says the Lord: 

Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

for soon my salvation will come, 

and my deliverance be revealed. 

And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 

to minister to him, to love the name of  the Lord, 

and to be his servants, 

all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

and hold fast my covenant— 

these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

and make them joyful in my house of  prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

will be accepted on my altar; 

for my house shall be called 

a house of  prayer for all peoples. 

Thus says the Lord God, 

who gathers the outcasts of  Israel, 

I will gather others to them 

besides those already gathered.  

 

Psalm 67 

May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 

 show us the light of  his countenance and come to us. 

The Readings for 11th Sunday After Pentecost 
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Hymn Selections for Worship 

Voluntary  What a friend we have in Jesus   

Opening Hymn O Zion Haste      Hymnal 539 

Gospel Hymn Heal me hands of  Jesus    WLP 773 

Offertory  Pass me not, O gentle savior     LEVAS 139 

Communion  My God Thy Table Now is Spread   Hymnal 321 

   We the Lord’s People     Hymnal 51 

Closing Hymn Glory Hallelujah     LEVAS 130 



Let your ways be known upon earth, * 

 your saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

 let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 

 for you judge the peoples with equity 

 and guide all the nations upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

 let all the peoples praise you. 

The earth has brought forth her increase; * 

 may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 

May God give us his blessing, * 

 and may all the ends of  the earth stand in awe of  him. 

 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself  am an 

Israelite, a descendant of  Abraham, a member of  the tribe of  Benjamin. God 

has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 

For the gifts and the calling of  God are irrevocable. Just as you were once 

disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of  their 

disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy 

shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all 

in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

 

Matthew 15:10-28 

 
10 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 

understand: 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it 

is what comes out of  the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples 

approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense 

when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my 

heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are 

blind guides of  the blind. And if  one blind person guides another, both will 

fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then 

he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that 
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whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the 

sewer? 18 But what comes out of  the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is 

what defiles. 19 For out of  the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, 

fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to 

eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”  
 

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of  Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 

then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have 

mercy on me, Lord, Son of  David; my daughter is tormented by a 

demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged 

him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, 

“I was sent only to the lost sheep of  the house of  Israel.” 25 But she came and 

knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to 

take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet 

even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus 

answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” 

And her daughter was healed instantly.  

 

 

The Gospel  



 About the [Track 2] First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
Today’s reading continues many earlier themes, but with a change of focus. The 
terms “justice” and “right,” previously applied to God’s acts of deliverance, are 
here meant to be human qualities. In looking to the messianic age, Isaiah 
encourages those formerly regarded as hopelessly outside the covenant bond. 
 
Eunuchs were regarded as unclean, for they were maimed and therefore were 
excluded from the temple worship (Deuteronomy 23:1-3). Foreigners were also 
excluded. Isaiah here maintains the inclusiveness of previous chapters (45:14, 22). 
Since God’s “house” is intended to be open for “all peoples,” no outcast should be 
downcast. Entrance into the covenant community will no longer be a matter of 
physical birth, ritual cleanness, or national identity, but rather a matter of individual 
choice and fidelity. 
 

About the Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
In chapters 9–11 Paul has been wrestling with the problem of  the rejection 
of  Jesus by those whose whole history and relationship with God was a 
preparation for the Messiah. On the surface this looked like a frustration of  
God’s purpose, but Paul establishes God’s sovereignty in the working out of  
salvation history. 
 
Israel, not God, is responsible for its own rejection of  the gospel, for Israel 
has failed to understand the meaning of  its own tradition. Paul sees Israel’s 
history as fulfilled in Christ (10:4, 9), but Israel has insisted on righteousness 
by works (9:31-32). Nonetheless God has foreseen and provided for this, too. 
Israel’s failure is partial, for a remnant has believed (11:5); and it is temporary, 
for it is not irremediable (11:11). Because of  the Jews’ resistance, the gospel 
has been taken to the Gentiles, but this mission’s success will lead to the Jews’ 
restoration (11:25-26). 
 
For both Jews and Gentiles, “disobedience” will be seen to have been a stage 
on the way to faith (11:30-32). Paul as usual speaks corporately, that is, of  the 
destiny of  groups as a whole rather than of  individuals. God’s intent is to “be 
merciful to all” without distinction, for all are in need of  mercy. 
 
About the Gospel: Matthew 15:(10-20),21-28 
The optional first part of  this reading (vv. 10-20) follows a confrontation 
between Jesus and the Pharisees and scribes over purity practices. The 
argument began with the religious authorities criticizing Jesus’ disciples for 

SPOTLIGHT: Notes on the Readings 
Taken from our website link https://
www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/be36ff56ek/#isaia.2  
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https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/be36ff56ek/#isaia.2
https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/be36ff56ek/#isaia.2


 

Our Readings for the Day, continued. 
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not keeping the custom of  ritually cleansing their hands before eating. 
 
In this passage, Jesus discusses dietary laws of  the inherited tradition and what 
constitutes true defilement. For Jesus’ first followers as well as Matthew’s later 
Jewish audience, this teaching would have reinterpreted familiar purity customs 
regarding food, putting Jesus at odds with the religious authorities of  his day 
and reflecting tensions between early Jewish- and Gentile-Christian 
communities over the importance of  these observances. 
 
Jesus concludes this teaching with a vice list, a common technique for moral 
teaching in the ancient world. But the vices he lists are not only appropriate for 
a Jewish audience but a Gentile one as well. 
 
Jesus elevates the importance of  behavioral standards that transcend Jewish-
Gentile differences. In this way, his teaching sets the stage for the story that 
follows: 
 
Jesus’ encounter with a Canaanite woman (vv. 21-28) foreshadows the offer of  
salvation beyond Israel to the Gentiles. The center of  interest is not the miracle 
but Jesus’ attitude toward Gentiles. A distinction is made between Jesus’ 
mission and his response to individual faith wherever found. Matthew 
emphasizes for his Jewish Christian audience that God has been faithful to 
Israel but that Gentile faith cannot be denied. 
 
The incident exemplifies the form of  argument that was common in Jesus’ day. 
The argument was carried on by citing proverbs. The person who cited the best 
proverb was recognized as the winner. 
 
In Matthew’s gospel, the focus of  Jesus’ mission has ’til now been only to Israel 
(10:5). So when this woman comes and kneels before him requesting help for 
her daughter, he first refuses her request by appealing to the commonsense 
wisdom of  a proverb: should the children’s bread, one of  the essentials of  life 
and thus a symbol for salvation (14:15-21) be given to the dogs? 
 
The woman’s quick-witted reply exemplifies the kind of  verbal acumen 
admired in the Middle East. She is not satisfied with his reply and responds 
with another proverb, reinforcing her request by citing a different proverb that 
re-frames the whole situation: even the puppies get the scraps that are leftovers. 
Jesus, realizing that in this argument her proverb outdoes his, recognizes her 
triumph by acclaiming her faith and healing her daughter as she had requested. 

 



Adult Christian Education CLASSES NOW STARTING 
 

Overview of the New Testament 
The multi-part class will begin July 12 depending on enrollment (we need 5 or 
more), on Sunday mornings from 9 - 10:00 a.m. This is a curriculum driven class 
with workbooks by Kerygma. If you are new to the class, please let me know so 
that I can order you a workbook. Lori brings a lot of knowledge and 
professionalism to the table. This is so very exciting! The class will be using 
"Google Classroom." It is an online event. Class starts Sunday, Aug. 2. You may 
get a text book by calling the office and enrolling in the class. It is open enrollment 
with both on-line class and limited in person class (by reservation). 

 
Inquirers Class will also be opened up soon. A survey of the Episcopal Church 
what it believes, its history, and how it functions (governance). This course will lead 
to your decision to be Confirmed/Received in the Episcopal Church. Start Date:  
TO BE ADVISED we need an enrollment of 5 min.  
 
Anglicanism in Depth will be offered as a deep dive into our faith and its history. 
This will largely be based on readings and discussion. The class size is limited to 5 
persons.  
 
ENROLL NOW FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE BY:  Phone call 504-947-2121 

or email fr.bill@stannanola.org 

Adult Christian Education - Enroll Now 
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ZOOM INVIATION FOR New Testament Class 

Topic: New Testament w/Lori Ranner                                                               
This Sunday 

Join Zoom Meeting by using the link below:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82342048859?pwd=OFQwUDB0cklqVkowKzlKUT

U1WFZWdz09 

Passcode: 801669 

 

NOTE: Registering for class does not automatically register you for               
in-person worship. You will still need to make a reservation by calling the 

church or by emailing to admin@stannanola.org .  



                      Our Mission 

"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a 

growing relationship with Christ, to be the church 

that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare 

the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in 

works of justice, mercy, empowerment and 

hospitality. " 

The Collect for the Day 

A lmighty God, you have given your only Son to be 
for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of  

godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits 
of  his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the 
blessed steps of  his most holy life; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
AMEN 



In Memoriam  

 

Stewart Perry Butler, longtime New Orleans gay-rights activist, departed this life on 5 March 2020 
at his home, The Faerie Playhouse. He was a resident of  New Orleans, 1932-42 and since 1965. 
Born August 21, 1930 in Mobile, Alabama, he was son of  the late Bertha June Perry and Stewart 
Harrison Butler. Mr. Butler was predeceased in 2008 by his soul mate of  thirty-five years, Alfred 
McLaughlin Doolittle. He is survived by sister, Suzanne Butler and her husband, David Eaton; 
nieces Alicia Eaton Lewis, Jennifer Eaton Leveillee; nephews, Kent, Timothy Eaton; four 
grandnieces, and three grandnephews. He leaves behind many members of  his and Alfred’s Faerie 
Playhouse extended family as well as friends from across the New Orleans, as well as the  state, 
regional and national communities. We all are indebted to his and our friend, William A. “Bill” 
Hagler, for his care of  these past ten years that enriched those years for Stewart and his time with 

all who loved him. 

 

A graduate of  Baton Rouge High 
School. Mr. Butler attended Louisiana 
State University 1947-51; the 
University of  Alaska Fairbanks (UAF), 
1955-58 where he earned a B.A., 
Business Administration and a B.S., 
Geological Engineering.  Mr. Butler 
also attended Hastings College of  
Law, San Francisco, 1963-64 and 
Loyola Law School in New Orleans. 

 

As a member of  New Orleans St. 
Anna’s Episcopal Church since 2008, 
the Very Reverend William ”Father 
Bill“ Terry will celebrate the Memorial 
Mass at 7 p.m., 21 August 2000, on 
the occasion of  Mr. Butler’s 90th 
birthday. With the COVID 19 
restrictions, the service will also be 
streamed live and the recording made 
available on St. Anna’s Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/St-
Annas-Episcopal-Church  No flowers 
were requested but donations may be 
made to PFLAG -New Orleans’ 
Alfred M. Doolittle Scholarship Fund 
or St. Anna’s Episcopal Church, New 
Orleans. 

 


