AnnaGram
Brother Don Dubay Offers a Reflection on St. Anna’s
Feeding Ministry (Delivered on the Feast of St. Anna)

A weekly blast

July 26 | The feast of saint anna

Fr Bill has asked me to write something
up about the Food Assistance and
Homeless Outreach Ministry that he can
share with our Parish Family next Sunday
when we will be celebrating the Feast of
St Anna. So this will be the write up.
I want to first of all remind ourselves
about why this Ministry exists. It is my
understanding that we are called to
participate in the building of God's
Kingdom here on earth and that when
our hearts are open to the Spirit of God
we can be guided on how to accomplish
that building of the kingdom. I am convinced in my personal spiritual
journey that God has given me the gift to be in the Food Assistance
and Homeless Ministry for right now in this place and time. We never
know what will come next. I am further convinced that all of the
volunteers who give of themselves in this gift of ministry are listening
to their hearts and guided by the Holy Spirit. That is what makes this
Ministry a blessing to the Holy People of God we serve. When we
sometimes struggle to hear the voice of God in our lives our God is
ever faithful and leads us to where He can be found. God can be found
in the faces of the poor and marginalized in our society. Please
remember that Ministry is a Gift from God not something that should
be taken lightly or as a chore. We need to remember to thank God as
often as possible for all the gifts He gives us in our lives.
To that end, I want to thank God for all of our volunteers that he has
sent to this ministry….We also want to give God thanks for all of our
donors for this ministry. A big thanks to our Brothers and Sisters at St
Paul's Episcopal.
(Continued on page 3)
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Anna’s Place Youth Programs by Brianna Carr
Fall Programming
As we are entering into a new way to
educate, Anna's Place NOLA is working to
help alleviate some of the stress that the
families in our community are feeling from
the COVID-19 pandemic. We are so grateful
to announce that parishioners have come to the
aide of
our students and will be donating Chromebooks,
so access to technology is not an added burden to our youth's success.
Volunteering
If you would like to volunteer with Anna's Place NOLA this Fall, please
contact Miss. Bri at apdirector@stannanola.org

Chromebooks
donated to
our Students!

Anna's Place NOLA has been chosen to participate in Young, Black &
Giving Back Institute's (YBGB) annual
fundraiser which supports
nonprofits that benefit black/African
American communities. Our goal
is $30,000. If you would like to help us
reach it, you may start donating NOW
through August 28th, 2020. Funds will support scholarships to Anna's
Place for our kids in 2021! To donate please visit https://www.give828.org/
story/Annasplacenola.

FOOD DONATIONS Really needed.
We really need your help. You may bring canned
food to the church on Sunday. We will put our
donation bucket outside for that. You may add a
donation marked “food pantry” to our
Sunday Collection Box. We are feeding more
than ever and we are needed more than ever.
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Brother Don’s Reflection, continued.
This month 124 bags of Groceries were distributed to 62 families. The total
number of individuals served was 180. Visits to the Homeless continue.
Lastly, please commit yourself to pray for all of the People of God being
served. I wish you all Peace and Good.
-Br. Don Dubay

Transitions
For the past decade, several members of our church “team” have devoted
themselves to fulfilling the Baptismal Covenant through various ministries.
Like any family we become used to roles played in the family: matriarch,
historian/storyteller, family medical expert, and so on. On a spiritual and
emotional level, churches behave much the same way. We identify , so often, a
ministry or job with a person.
Yet for centuries, churches have survived by existing beyond the identities of
individuals. We thrive over time with each following generation taking up the
cross and, with power, moving it along the Way. It is no different here at
St. Anna’s. We will define ourselves by our resiliency, adaptability, and sacred
imagination.
Just so, one transition is with Brother Don. Now that he has retired, Br.
Don’s sacred imagination takes him on mission work in places like Puerto
Rico for extended periods. No, he and Rusty are not leaving us! But Don will
be transitioning out of the active role of Food Pantry Manager and allowing
himself more time to devote to his Franciscan calling.
Over the next several months we will be appointing a new Food Pantry
Manager or Management Team. Br. Don and I are working closely on
ensuring that this very vital ministry is well cared for and the transition to
new hands will be a smooth one.

A Word to from C. S. Lewis

"When Christ died, he died for you individually just as much as if you had
been the only person in the world."
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Our Feeding Ministries
If you ever wondered how “effective” our feeding ministries are, here is a
glimpse of the month of June:
June 2020 Food Pantry Activity Stats
 62 Families on Record for Requesting Food Assistance
 184 Total in Household
 No one on Waiting List
 4 Non-Deliveries Due to Client Unavailability
 58 Families Received Groceries
 175 Total Individuals Served (Total Household Count)
 37 Families (Temporary Status. Mainly Artists, Musicians, Service
Industry ..... Requested assistance since Pandemic)
 5 Families (Parishioners)
 16 Families (Original Families applying for assistance prior to Pandemic)
 116 Bags of Groceries Distributed
 Approximately 1,160 Pounds of Food Distributed
 16 Volunteers (Approximately 80 Volunteer Hours)
 Homeless Outreach> 185 Individuals received Blessing Bags or
Socks in June 2020
Food Pantry Deliveries are now staggered throughout the month
instead of just on the third Saturday of every month. We continue to
respond to all electronic or phone inquiries for assistance within 12 hours if
not immediately and groceries are delivered within 12 hours.

Drivers Needed!
We are continuing to deliver
groceries to our Anna’s Place
Student families. We need at
least two more delivery teams.
Help us if you can; it only takes
a few hours each month.
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In Service to the Church
Team 1 Hospitality Ministers
Karen Judge (Team Leader) Host
Stewart Chaplain - Greeter
V.P. Franklin - Usher
Nicole Gottschalk - Usher
Audio Visual - Sean McLoughlin
Altar Servers:
Luigi Acolyte
Mike Meyers Thurifer

Throw back Highlight:
Mr. Darryl with a student who is still with us. Image from 2012.
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The Readings for 9th Sunday After Pentecost
Proper 13—Year A—Track 2
Isaiah 55:1-5
Thus says the Lord:
“Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for
that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich
food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know
you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.”

Hymn Selections for Worship
Voluntary

Come Sunday by Duke Ellington

Darryl Durham Clarinet

Opening Hymn

Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken

Hymnal 522

Gospel Hymn

O Lord Hear My Prayer

WLP # 826

Offertory

There’s something about that name

LEVAS 107

Communion

Break Thou the Bread of Life

LEVAS 146
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Psalm 145:8-9, 15-22
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
The LORD is loving to everyone *
and his compassion is over all his works.
The LORD upholds all those who fall; *
he lifts up those who are bowed down.
The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, *
and you give them their food in due season.
You open wide your hand *
and satisfy the needs of every living creature.
The LORD is righteous in all his ways *
and loving in all his works.
The LORD is near to those who call upon him, *
to all who call upon him faithfully.
He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; *
he hears their cry and helps them.
The LORD preserves all those who love him, *
but he destroys all the wicked.
My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; *
let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever.

Romans 9:1-5
I am speaking the truth in Christ— I am not lying; my conscience confirms it
by the Holy Spirit I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.
For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the
sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of
the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and
from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God
blessed forever. Amen.

Continued on following page
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The Gospel Continued
Matthew 14:13-21
Now when Jesus heard about the death of John the Baptist, he withdrew in a
boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed
him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd;
and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening,
the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is
now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy
food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give
them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves
and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the
crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled;
and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full.
And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Church of the Multiplication
The modern church is located on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. The first church was built around 350 AD. The
mosaic in front of the altar was laid around 480 AD. It is the traditional site of the multiplication of loaves and
fishes and the rock shown is where it is believed that Jesus sat to accomplish this miracle.
Photo Credit: Allison Reid
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SPOTLIGHT: Notes on the Readings
Taken from our website link https://
www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/be36ff56ek/
About the [Track 2] First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5
Today’s reading comes from a triumphant hymn exulting in Israel’s ultimate
restoration. With the cry of a street vendor, God calls to Israel and invites
the people to come and dine. As the Passover was celebrated with a feast, so
God’s followers were called to a banquet that would foreshadow God’s final
triumph (Isaiah 25:6). Isaiah declares that God’s grace cannot be purchased
but is both priceless and free. The Lord offers not only the bread and water
of the wilderness sojourn but the wine and milk of the promised land.
About the [Track 2] Psalm: Psalm 145:8-9, 15-22
This is an acrostic psalm, each verse beginning with a successive letter of the
Hebrew alphabet. It invites praise for God’s greatness (vv. 2-3), love of the
people (vv. 8-10), kingship (vv. 11-13), help for the needy (vv. 14-16), justice
and presence (vv. 17-18). Verse 8 summarizes the characteristics of God
echoing the self-description given to Moses (Exodus 34:6-7).
About the Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5
Today’s reading forms the introduction to the letter’s next major section
(chaps. 9–11) in which Paul wrestles with the problem of the unbelief of
God’s chosen people, the Jews. He expresses the depth of his personal
anguish in the desire that he might outdo even Moses’ self-offering (Exodus
32:30-32) and “be cut off from Christ” for the sake of his fellow Jews.
But the problem is more than just a personal one for Paul. He has just
asserted that the bond of divine love is unbreakable (8:38-39), and he has
previously claimed that the gospel is “the power of God for salvation...to the
Jew first” (1:16, 2:9-10). But the rejection of the Messiah raises the question
of whether God has been, and how God will continue to be, faithful to
Israel.
Their rejection is even more problematic because God bestowed so many
gifts on them. Theirs is “the adoption” (Exodus 4:22) and “the glory,” the
presence of God in the cloud, both during the exodus (Exodus 16:10) and in
the temple (1 Kings 8:10-11). Theirs are “the covenants” with Adam
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Our Readings for the Day Continued
(Genesis 2:16-17), with Noah (Genesis 9:8-17), with Abraham (Genesis
15:18, 17:2-9), with Moses and the people (Exodus 24:7-8), with David (2
Samuel 7:11-16), and the promised “new covenant” (Jeremiah 31:31). Theirs
are “the giving of the law” (Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 5:1-21) and “the
worship” of the temple. Theirs are “the promises” and “the patriarchs” (4:13
-20), and theirs “according to the flesh” is “the Messiah.”
About the Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21
In the narrative section (13:53–17:27) leading up to the discourse on the
community (chap. 18), Matthew emphasizes the shaping of the disciples into
the nucleus of the Church. The unbelief of Jesus’ own people (13:54-58) and
the prefiguring of his own passion in the martyrdom of John the Baptist
(14:1-12) form the setting for the feeding of the five thousand. The provision
of abundant food in the wilderness was part of God’s mighty acts in the
exodus. Such feeding was also expected as part of the messianic age (Isaiah
25:6). Bread is also a symbol of salvation, the life and truth that Jesus brings
(15:26; Isaiah 55:2-3). Thus Jesus fulfills the promise of the law and the
prophets and gives a foretaste of the eschatological banquet.
The emphasis of the event is not so much upon the miraculous nature of the
feeding, for the usual reference to the astonishment of the disciples and
crowd (12:23, 14:33) is absent, as it is upon the implied revelation of who
Jesus is. For the early Church, the Eucharistic significance of the feeding
made it a central experience in the narratives of Jesus’ ministry. It is the only
miracle recorded in all four of the gospels (Mark 6:32-44; Luke. 9:10-17; John
6:1-13).
The following Sample of the Reflection found on our website for more
go to: https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/be36ff56ek/
Jesus breaks the bread. In church, the breaking of the Eucharistic bread may
help us recall Christ’s sacrifice and death. In our lives, it is our very selves we
are challenged to break—our limits of prejudices, fears, and old attitudes.
God calls us to break through to a new awareness of the power of God’s
love and of the needs of our brothers and sisters.
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Adult Christian Education - Enroll Now
Adult Christian Education NOW STARTING
Overview of the New Testament
The multi-part class will begin July 12 depending on enrollment (we need 5 or
more), on Sunday mornings from 9 - 10:00 a.m. This is a curriculum driven class
with workbooks by Kerygma. If you are new to the class, please let me know so
that I can order you a workbook. Lori brings a lot of knowledge and
professionalism to the table. This is so very exciting! The class will be using
"Google Classroom." It is an online event. Class starts Sunday, Aug. 2. You may
get a text book by calling the office and enrolling in the class. It is open enrollment
with both on-line class and limited in person class (by reservation).
Inquirers Class will also be opened up soon. A survey of the Episcopal Church
what it believes, its history, and how it functions (governance). This course will lead
to your decision to be Confirmed/Received in the Episcopal Church. Start Date:
August 1,2020 we hope…..
Anglicanism in Depth will be offered as a deep dive into our faith and its history.
This will largely be based on readings and discussion. The class size is limited to 5
persons.
ENROLL NOW FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE BY: Phone call 504-947-2121
or email fr.bill@stannanola.org
ZOOM INVIATION FOR New Testament Class
Topic: New Testament w/Lori Ranner
Dates: Aug 2—Sep. 13, 2020
Time: 9:00 AM CDT.
A new ZOOM invitation will be sent out each week.
Join Zoom Meeting by using the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82342048859?
pwd=OFQwUDB0cklqVkowKzlKUTU1WFZWdz09
PASSCODE: 801669
NOTE: Registering for class does not automatically register you for
in-person worship. You will still need to make a reservation by calling the
church or by emailing to admin@stannanola.org .
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Our Mission
"St. Anna's purpose is to lead people into a
growing relationship with Christ, to be the church
that demonstrates the love of Christ, to declare
the liberating power of the Gospel manifested in
works of justice, mercy, empowerment and
hospitality. "

The Collect for the Day

L

et your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your
Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without your
help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever . AMEN

The Sea of Galilee.
Photo credit Allison Reid. taken on pilgrimage to the Holy Lands led by Fr. Rob Courtney.

